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PREFACE. 


aS 


For every book written in this country an hun 
dred years ago, it is perhaps safe to say that we 
now have at least a thousand. : 

And yet it was far more common than now for 
authors to offer excuses‘for adding a new book 
to the large number even then said to have been 
written. 

To that almost obsolete custom the writer of this 
family history and genealogy feels himself in duty 
bound to return, that the reader may be advised 
why it was that he should have left pressing cares 
unattended, neglected his business and spent so 
much time in a toil that promised no monied return 
or compensation, and to which was added his trav- 
elling expenses, bills for stationery and postage, as 
also several hundred dollars from his scanty pocket 
to meet the difference between his subscription list 
and the actual cost of publication ;—and why that 
he, with the indifferent use of an only and awkward 
left hand, should have deemed it a duty or neces- 
sity to enter upon the wearisome task, when there 
were so many of his family and name with more 
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leisure time for disposal, more money at command, 
and who also wield the “pen of a ready writer.” 


In reply to these numerous questions, neither 


forced nor far-fetched, but both pertinent and natural, 
we answer: First, because thoroughly convinced 
that the work ought to be done; and secondly, that 
‘no one else would do it. 

A part, but comparatively small part of the ma- 
terials for this publication. were by the writer 
collected before the commencement of the late War 
of the Rebellion, and in the Union Army of which 
he served nearly four years. 

But before proceeding to the front, he took the 
precaution to lodge these evidences of family facts 
with the editor of the New England Historical and 
Genealogical Register, with instructions in no case 
to publish the same unless positive proof of the 
writer’s death had first been received, as such an 


event was the only one that to the mind of the 


latter would furnish a sufficient excuse for sending 
them to the press in their then immature state. 
That condition not long after came very near 
being made to exist, as on the 30th of June, 1862, 
at the battle of White Oak Swamp in Virginia (one 
of the noted seven days’ fight, before Richmond, in 
McClellan’s celebrated retreat), the writer’s right 
arm at the shoulder was torn from his. body by a 
cannon ball thrown, from a rebel battery, and he 
reported in person at the State House, in Boston, 
but a few hours after Gov. Andrew had received a 
newspaper report of his death. And this timely 
arrival served at least to arrest the preliminary 


aad 
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arrangements already beginning to be made for his 


funeral.*# 

Stricken down by a cannon ball while passing 
with a velocity and force that turned him complete- 
ly around as it hurled him to the ground, and the 


‘ghastly wound that it had inflicted hastily dressed 


under a fire so deadly as to cause the surgeons 
to seek safer quarters ere the hurried operation 
could be performed,t and then, surrounded by the 
dying and the dead, left upon the battle field to 
perisht or experience the more excruciating and 
prolonged tortures of a rebel prison, the writer, 
stupefied with chloroform and benumbing drugs, for 
a time actually slept, and was oblivious to the depth 


of his woe or the horrors of his situation. 


Awaking at midnight, weak and weary, faint and — 
feverish, he found himself upon a field from which 
the Union forces had been driven and already in 
the undisturbed possession of a victorious foe, when 


* By comparing this with the account of the return of Capt. Job Peirce (the 
author’s grandfather) from the battle fields of the French and Indian War, 
just one hundred and two years before, a singular and quite remarkable 
coincidence will be seen to exist. See page 130 of this book. 

+ After commencing to dress the wound, the surgeons directed him taken aside 
and more out of the direct range of passing shots and exploding shells, as they 
said that they feared being killed before completing their service. A New-Jersey 
Surgeon, assisted by Dr. Cogswell, of North Easton, Mass., then Assistant Sur- 
geon of the 29th Reg. Mass. Infantry, dressed the wound, as the Surgeon of the 
29th had ingloriously fled, exhibiting the most uncontrollable terror and dastardly 
cowardice, to which circumstance, and the good conduct of the Assistant Surgeon 
on that occasion, it was that the latter was so soon after made Surgeon of the gal- 
lant 29th, and the ‘‘ fighting Doctor of the Army of the Potomac” allowed to re- 
tire to his natural insignificance and merited oblivion. 

t The 29th Mass. Infantry was then in the Irish Brigade that formed a part 
of the rear guard of McClellan’s retreating columns, in which service that Brigade 
was terribly cut to pieces, leaving its killed unburied, and wounded to die on the 
fields of battle. 
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taking a quict leave of the fellow sufferers sur- 
rounding him (each one of whom entristed him 
with a dying message to loved ones at home), and — 
under cover of the favoring darkness of a cloud — 
sending down its “rain on the just and on the 
unjust ” and rapidly softening the ‘“ sacred soil” to 
the consistency of Virginia mud, sticky, slick and 
slippery, he on foot, unaided and alone, attempted — 
the “impossible” (as he was assured by an attending — 
surgeon), by initiating an effort to escape within 
the Union lines. 

Politely informing the knowing doctor that when ~ 
he wished his advice he would certainly ask it, but 
till then neither desired or would be governed by it, 
and weak from loss of blood, he went reeling and 
staggering forth. 

Now seeking covert from patrolling cavalry-men 
in a wood skirting both sides of the slippery path- 
way, and now from weakness, darkness and the 
state of the road almost measuring his length upon 
the ground, while ever and anon, when almost 
breathless with fatigue, returned the sad and heart- 
sickening assurance of the perhaps well-meaning but 
mistaken doctor, that he ‘“‘ would die in the woods, 
rot above ground, and furnish food for hogs, dogs 
and turkey-buzzards.” And once too came the de- 
grading thought and cowardly temptation to tear 
the colonel’s straps from his shoulders, that if cap- 
tured and his rank unknown he might stand a greater 
chance of escape ; but which was no sooner consid- 
ered than promptly dismissed and summarily dis- 


U 
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“posed of, as by him who said, “ Get thee behind me, 


Satan,” and the next moment he would have parted 
with his only arm rather than to have so sunk him- 
self in his own just estimation, and felt that if cap- 


tured it was his greatest and only source of gratifi- 
cation that he might appear before the rebel digni- 
taries in his true character, neither seeking nor 
practising the degrading arts of deception, and that 
to the ruling powers at Richmond he might in truth 
appear open, undisguised, straight-forward and hon- 
orable, as he hopes to stand before the awful throne 
and terrible majesty of the eternal and ereresing 
God—an honest man. 

_ Efforts put forth under such discouraging circum- 
Sere és, such hoping against reasonable grounds of 
hope, the summoning up and sustaining of that firm 


and (if not unshaken, still) unyielding purpose and 


resolye— 


‘‘ At least I'll try. There never yet | 
Was anything lest by trying ”— 


like the blind man of the Scripture, who by the 
measure of his faith was healed, so according to the 
writer’s persistence was he rewarded. 

The Union lines gained, and it was found that 


his wound gave most alarming symptoms, the hasty 


manner in which it had been dressed and subsequent 


hard usage having caused it to bleed afresh. But 


it was now again dressed by a surgeon who said he 


had with great difficulty barely succeeded in stop- 
ping the ebbing life-currents, and closed with the 
assurance, “If it breaks forth once more you will 


oS 


eertainly bleed to death.” 


ce ie 
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The nervous system had been so severely shocked 
that the writer lost in part the control of his limbs, 
and the twitching of muscles would sometimes sud- 
denly draw a corner of his mouth almost under his 
chin. But by patient perseverance he was, as has 
been remarked, enabled to reach home.* 

What saved his life he has always thought and 
still continues to think, was his unyielding purpose 
not to die. Had he once given up to despondency 
or despair, twelve hours after would have found him 
a corpse. 

And why not die ? Not because he was s par ticularly 
afraid of dying, or had any especial dread of being 
dead, but simply and because there were certain 
things that he had set his heart upon doing in this 
life; and not least among these was that of obtain- 
ing the necessary facts and causing to be written — 
and published a true and faithful record of his 
family and name since the arrival of their common 
ancestor in America. 

But bereft of his right arm, with constitution 
shattered and broken, and health permanently in- 
jured, the prospect of effecting that labor was 
growing decidedly less, as for the next six months 
it was with the greatest difficulty that ss could so 
much as legibly write his name. 

If he died, that record he felt would not be likely 
to appear ; and if he lived, it was in his plans of life 


* The writer would find words, if he could, to express the deep sense of his 
obligation to Oliver Dennis, Esq., and his excellent wife, for their kindness to 
him in Baltimore, Md., as he was returning home, and for. whom is in reserve the 
blessing of those to whom it shall be said, ‘‘ I was a stranger and ye took me in.” 
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to go back to the army (as he did), and in neither 
case were the prospects of this project particularly 
promising. 

Two and a half years service in the field* with one 
arm, and the writer felt that his duty to the coun- 
try had been done, and his life having been spared to 
accomplish that, he tas convinced that the next de- 
mands were those of his family. Therefore resuming 
this labor where broken off at the beginning of the 
war, he has by patient and persevering efforts at last 
been enabled to add to those materials before ob- 
tained, until the result is the book that we now 
present to our readers under the title of THE PEIRCE 
FAMILY OF THE OLD CoLony. 

_ To please every body, if indeed to any extent our 
wish, we have never been so insane as to expect ; for 
had we not in childhood read the fable of the old 
man and his son taking an ass to market, the expe- 
rience of later years would have served most conclu- 
sively to demonstrate the utter futility of such an 
attempt. 
_ A painter who had taken up his brush to commit 
to canvass the lineaments, together with the true 
and natural expressions of a man’s face, observing 
studied affectation in the sitter, remarked, “I paint 
likenesses, not caricatures’’; and so have we used our 
pen to write facts instead of recording fancies. 


* After losing an arm, he commanded a Brigade in field service in the States 
of Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia. His Brigade in Kentucky was composed 
of Cavalry from Kentucky, Artillery from Indiana, and Infantry from Ohio 
and Pennsylvania. That in Tennessee and Virginia, of Infantry from New 
York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan and Wisconsin. 
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- Concerning many of the human race it was long 
since declared, that “this is the condemnation that 
light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light.” 

Now we are not so presumptuous or vain-glorious 
as either to say, or suppose, that we possess a hith- 
erto unknown light, but on the contrary a “true 
light” that naturally lighteth the mind of almost 
“every man that cometh into the world,” and which 
the experience of only a few years is required most 
clearly and conclusively to demonstrate. 

Who that has given any attention to natural his- 
tory can have failed to discover that, from mice to 
men, “like begets like,” and that the old proverb 
‘blood will tell’ is a “self-evident” fact, while that 
‘all men are born equal” is an unqualified false- 
hood, an unmitigated lie P 

Among mankind, from critical investigators to the 
most casual of observers, it has ever been the un- 
changing testimony of their senses, the consistent 
and uniform evidence of their eyes and ears, that 
members of the human race, at the date of their 
birth, are not all equal in the size or strength of their 
bodies, amount of health or constitution, beauty of 
form or feature, or with the same hold upon life. 
Children, too, before having breathed the air of 
earth twelve hours, show different degrees of intel- 
lect, and ere long the different kinds that through 
life continue to form the distinctive features of 
character. And this inequality of matter and mind 
no means as yet haye been found sufficient to regu- 
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late permanently, modify or make alike, when 


and where the laws of nature have established a 
difference. | 
Efforts almost innumerable in different ages of the 
earth’s history have been made, and as often failed, 
to rectify this seemingly unjust inequality; and like 
labors devoted to make water run up hill, as soon as 
the effort ceases, the water, true to the unchanging 
and immutable laws of gravitation, always, unaided 
and unbidden, seeks its level by running down again; 


go at every abortive attempt to have “ all things com- 


mon,’ have the Ananiases of their mistaken pity and 
Sapphiras of their disappointed hopes (as a legiti- 
mate result) suffered positive death instead of a 
comparative improvement in life. 

To meet each proper and every desirable end for 
making public a family’s history involves not only 


the labor of presenting the Christian name of each 


individual in his or her genealogical order, but the 
duty of rendering honor to those to whom honor 
was justly due, and of noticing the faults as well as 
the evidence of virtues that appear in the record of 
the actions of such as have been, that from their 
experience those who now are may be _ profited, 
and that the true story of the dead may prove a 
salutary lesson to the living. And in the use of this 
freedom of expression, we are not in any way inter- 
fering with the truth or force of the proverb, “‘ The 
memory of the just is blessed, but the name of the 
wicked shall rot.” 

And yet there is no more certain way of offending 
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than thus stating the simple facts and presenting 
plain unadulterated truth, for those to whom it 
applies with the greatest force are generally just 
the persons most unwilling to receive, accept and be 
profited by the knowledge. 

When the same amount of practical ability and 
good common sense shall be exercised in propagating 
the human race, as is now devoted to raising horses 
and cattle, sheep, swine, and even dogs and fowl, 
and in agricultural pursuits—then, and not till then, 
will the creature man be really improved, as have 
been the brute creation and the fruits of the earth. 
But as the case now stands (and particularly in 
the United States), mankind are decidedly the worst 
bred animals that we have. 

Breeding-in and crosses, that the least initiated 
must readily see would be certain to ruin any 
other breed or race of animals, are among mankind 
becoming the rule instead of the exception. But 
‘men have minds and souls,” we are told, by those 
who seemingly have neither, and it is remarkable 
how much council has been darkened by these 
“words without knowledge”; and ‘men are not 
brutes,” as if man, so far as he is an animal, was not 
subject to the same natural laws as govern all flesh, 
and. thus showing that light has come to these seem- 
ingly darkened understandings, but they love dark- 
ness rather than light, and why? Because their 
deeds have been, are, and they are determined shall 
continue to be evil. 

With the author’s paternal grandfather it became 
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an almost stereotyped remark (when giving advice to 


young persons of either sex), ‘ And when you shall 


seriously contemplate marri age, whatever else may 
be omitted, before proposing or accepting, by no 
means neglect to learn the breed of him or her with 


whom you would unite, as upon that to a great 
degree will be made to depend not only your own 
happiness, but also the character of your children 


and children’s children for endless generations. 
‘For as no one lives for himself or herself alone, 


searcely can any be said to marry for themselves 
alone, certainly not if such marriage is blest with 


4 fe 
children; therefore, in the language of the great 


Apostle, I warn you, ‘ Be ye not unequally yoked to- 
gether. It was this principle, doubtless, operating 
in the minds of the Peirce Family of the Old Colony, 
that has enabled us to present their history and 
genealogy for two and a half centuries, giving the 
names of about two thousand individuals, the lineal 
descendants of one common ancestor, together with 
evidence of more than one thousand marriages, and 
yet to discover only one case of divorce, and seven or 
eight cases of seraration arising from a disagree- 
ment of the contracting parties who lived apart 
without a lawful divorce—or at most nine in the 
whole; being less than one case of mistake to every 
ninety and nine of happy consummation. ? 
The writer of this genealogy, when collecting ma- 
terials for the history of Freetown (as he did some 
ten years since), had reference to the Justice Court- 
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_ record kept by his maternal grandfather, Col. Benja- 
min Weaver, covering a period of about thirty years 
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of official service, and giving in detail the proceed- 
ings in some three thousand cases brought to trial ~ 
in that Court, and was forcibly struck with the fact, 
that the criminals, with scarce an exception, and of 
whatever sur-name, could be lineally traced to com- 
paratively few* of the familiey that came to reside 
at, Freetown about the close of the seyenteenth 
century. And as this record kept by my grand- 
father closed in 1835, or 35 years ago, and the same 
blood and breeds still continue to furnish the crimi- 
nals, I have been induced to search the county re- 
cords of the old “ court of sessions” from 1805, the 
date when my grandfather’s record commenced, back 
to 1702, or 103 years earlier, when, as might have 
been expected, nearly every disgraceful case from 
Freetown and Berkley was found to have been the 
diabolical work of these identical families and those 
of their blood disseminated through other names by © 
means of intermarriages. Another noticeable fact 
in this connection has also been brought to my 
knowledge. The families whose sur-names were 
borne by these fathers of les and of liars, these 
fruitful sources of iniquity, have been written, but 
the historian of neither family was able to discover | 
how, or would acknowledge that those at Freetown 
belonged to or with them; and I am persuaded that 
at least one of them, and perhaps both, appeared in 
Freetown under an assumed name, their own proper 
cognomen probably having become too disreputable 
for further use and convenience, and which, could 


* Two families. 
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it be discovered, would ea, aid us very essen- 
tially to prove their 


—‘‘ ancient but ignoble blood 
Has crept through scoundrels ever since the flood.” 


Now although the writer believes it as much im- 
possible for a person. or persons to change completely, 
or be thus changed in their natures, while on earth, 
by any power human or divine,* as for the “ Ethio- 
pian to change his skin or the leopard his spots,” 
yet he has been the witness of great and very happy 
improvements where persons exercised the wisdom 
and good sense to acknowledge to themselves that 
they were the subjects of certain inherent difficul- 
ties, and applied with determination and diligence 
to alleviating measures; and with a desire only to 
benefit you, gentle reader, have we used such free- 
dom of expression, hoping to aid thee to 


‘¢ Know thyself, presume not God to scan, 
The proper study of mankind is man.” 


And for the reason therefore that parents have 


-the power to entail upon their children curses as 


well as blessings, even to the third and fourth gene- 
ration, and while with the former it is a matter of 
election and choice, to the latter it becomes a thing 
of no choice whatever, but must be accepted how- 
eyer undesirable or disastrous, the obligation of 
parents becomes still more binding so to conduct 
themselves as speedily to hasten on “those days ”’ 


* He honestly and unhesitatingly believes that God governs by immutable 
laws, and that these laws are also perfect and hence require no change, and 
that he always works by means and never by miracles; that nothing is more 
disparaging to the character of God than to think him obliged occasionally to 
resort to special legislation. 
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when ‘they shall say no more the fathers have 
eaten a sour grape and the TSE s teeth are set 
on edge.” 

And lest the anxiety expressed and desire evinc- 
ed to present in print this family history and gene- 
alogy shall seem justly to be characterized as a “zeal 
not according to knowledge,” and that the zeal of 
mine ‘house hath eaten me up,” I will give some 
of the reasons that have impelled to this action. 
And first, in addition to the debt of gratitude that 


I owe to my ancestors, who once were, but now are_ 
not, save in blessed memory, I am forced to believe 


that their individual traits and characteristic vir- 
tues, like their once animated forms and faces, are 
quite liable soon to be forgotten, their posterity 
and family. names to become extinct, and like the 


former races, nations and people that inhabited this - 


continent, to be buried in oblivion, and-in common 
with the entire Yankee race are soon to 


‘* Have no part in all that’s done 
Beneath the circuit of the sun ; ”’ 


but having in turn transgressed the laws of nature 


and of course the laws of God, are to follow, as they 
now are following, in the suicidal footsteps of those 
nations once inhabiting the same country and pos- 
sessing the identical soil, until ike them they shall 
come to be 

** Alike unknowing and unknown.” 

They must therefore exist in written history, if 
at all, as the time is evidently not far distant when 
the Yankee race will exist no where else. 

A passing glance must prove sufficient to con- 


cy 
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: 
vince any one, that in a country like our own, in- 
creasing so rapidly as it now is in population, and 


assured as we are from the best, most unquestiona- 


ble and reliable authority, that those of the Yankee 
race who die every year exceed the whole number 
born; that this vast increase is wholly attributa- 
ble to the influx of foreigners and the children of 
such born in this country, who like ancient Israel 
in a foreign land, are fruitful and increase abun- 
dantly, are multiplying and waxing exceeding 
mighty, so that our country is not only being 
filled but literally inundated with them; that 


it is only a matter of time, and a short time too, 


when the sceptre of power in the United States 
of America shall pass once and forever from the 
hands of natives into those of foreigners, who 
are to become our lawgivers, and whose European 


ideas are to be dominant, and superstitious faith the 


religion of this formerly our own but then their 
land, and the Yankees, like the Indians in this and 
the overpowered races of all countries, become the 
down-trodden, and at last annihilated. 

Nations are said to have lost their liberties, and 
for a time did not know it; nor were they awaken- 
ed from their mistaken dreams of security until the 
precious boon was clean gone, and so irretrievably 
lost-as to be past all possibility of recovery. And 
so are we as a people fast losing each and every bless- 
ing for which our emigrant ancestors denied them- 
selves the benefit of European refinement and civili- 
zation, and for our sake sacrificed wealth, ease, per- 


sonal comforts and conveniences, and even life it- 
D 
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self, in this then hideous wilderness inhabited by 
wild beasts and savage men. 

To those who are firmly tedden pay such unde- 
- yiating respect and unreserved devotion to our form 
of government, and wondering, as they honestly 
seem to do, how it is possible to make human life 
and existence endurable under any other, we would 
suggest that the monarchies and aristocratic govern- 
ments of the old world serve at least one important 
purpose, for besides maintaining themselves in point 
of population, they people this great republic of the 
new world, and, as we. Yankees seem to think, the 
model government of the whole earth, and without 
which the United States of America would soon 
lack that prime essential of a government, namely, 
inhabitants. 

Pre-infanticide has produced, and is still produc- 
ing, immense physical as well as moral injury to 
society in enlightened, educated, progressive, Chris- 
tian America, and with all its popularity is never- 
theless — whether considered physically, intellectu- 
ally or morally —an enormous crime; and has by 
the Medical Society of Massachusetts been justly 
characterized as the “ home crime in Christian Ame- 
rica,’ where it “shatters the female constitution, 
destroys physical and moral health, perverts natural 
affection at the fountain, lowers the general sense 
of individual virtue and the sacredness of life, and 
is a barbaric stain and disgrace to Christian civili- 
zation.” 

A few, very few, bold and honest spirits have not 
feared to “sound the slogan and wield the clay- 
more” against this monstrous and degrading evil, 
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while many more Doctors in Divinity and Medicine 


have as yet only courage in the gristle, waiting for 


ossification to enable them openly to proclaim against 
this most revolting crime. 

A work entitled “ Medical Communications of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society,” adds: “ In this 


connection it is but justice to say that the Catholic 


Church, in reference to Pre-infanticide and Spirit- 
ism, is less derelict of her duty than the Protestant 


~ Church.” “ Why it is so I will not here inquire 


or attempt to explain, but the fact is patent and 


undeniable, and Protestantism, especially in America, 
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must bear the disgrace ;’’ and thus we are brought 


_ to realize the singular and very remarkable fact that, 


in this land of common schools, and of knowledge 
generally diffused, this land of bibles, books and 
newspapers, land of the pious Puritans, whose sons 
and daughters have never wearied or grown tired 
in denouncing the Catholic Church as the mother 
of harlots, all around, and even upon Plymouth 
Rock, the only form of Christian faith extant and 
the only religious organization whose creed controls 
its customs and manners to prevent the crime of 
murder for a cause wholly inexcusable and in its 
most revolting form, is the Roman Catholic Church ; 
for in this Church, and nowhere else, is God’s 
command, “ Thou shalt not kill,” sufficiently re- 
spected to be implicitly obeyed. 


A few words more, and with this long preface we 
shall be done. 

A small number, and I regret to say compara- 

tively very few persons of the Peirce family or con- 
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nected with it by blood but bearing another name, 
deserve especial notice here for their generous in- 
terest and liberality in forwarding and encouraging 
the publication of this work. Chief among these 
was Mr. Ephraim L. Pratt (No. 1372), late of Bey- 
erly, who was removed by death before he had time 
or opportunity to put his liberal and very generous: 
intentions into practice, and to whom I was indebt- 
ed for the payment of my expenses to and from 
Franklin Co., Mass., to collect information concern- 
ing that branch of the Peirce family to which Mr. 
Pratt belonged. To Harrison Staples, Esq., of Lake- 
ville, my thanks are also due for a free ride to 
Portsmouth, N. H., and return, as also his subserip- _ 
tion for five copies of the book; to Col. Abial P. 
Robinson, of Acushnet, for a subscription, for a 
like number, and also for taking me around in his 
carriage to gather facts in the towns of Acushnet 
and Rochester; and to Mr. David R. Peirce, of New 
Bedford, for his liberal and generous subscription 
for ten copies of this work. | 

Into whatever errors we may have been led or 
fallen in writing and compiling this family history, 
those of special pleading, or trying to make them 
individually or collectively appear greater, wiser, 
or better than they really were, we hope to have 
shunned, as that was what we have endeavored stu- 
diously to guard against ; and to tell what was sup- 
ported by reliable evidence, nothing more and no- 
thing less, whether good or bad, our constant, uni- 
form and unceasing effort. © 

EBENEZER WEAVER PEIRCE. 


AssoONET VILLAGE, FREETOWN, 
April 5, 1870. 
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BRIEF NOTICES OF PROMINENT MEMBERS IN EUROPE 


AND AMERICA, FROM 1313 TO 1775. 


Peirce, or Prerce as the name is now more commonly 
spelled, is undoubtedly derived from the French name Pierre, 


or Prers. That it is a name of considerable antiquity, the 


following references to English history will clearly prove. 
Thus in the early part of the fourteenth century we find 
Perrs de Gayeston, who without the advantages of noble 
birth had the power so to ingratiate himself into the love and 
esteem of King Edward II., that he is still remembered as 
** the notorious favorite,’ and so great had become his influ- 
ence over that monarch that the envy of the nobles was 
aroused, and, tortured by the green-eyed monster jealousy, 
they were stung to such madness as to make theirs a common 
cause against him, resulting in his death, though never desert- 
ed by the King. He was beheaded in 1313. 

Perer Perrs lived in the reigns of Edward IV. and Rich- 
ard IIJ., and as standard-bearer to the latter fought at the 


_ battle of Bosworth-field in 1485. 


JoHN Prers, as Dean of Salisbury and Christ Church, 


Oxford, Almoner, was elected, April 10, 1576 ; made Bishop 


October 11, 1577, and Archbishop of York, February 1, 
1589. He died September 28, 1594. 


The first Patent of Plymouth Colony was granted to John 
, 1 | 
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Peirce, a citizen of London, June 1, 1621. He was a large 
ship-owner. 7 
Capt. William Pierse, who by an oA historian was called 
a ‘godly man and most expert mariner,’ was master of ship’ 
‘‘ Paragon,” and in 1622 attempted a voyage in her to Ame- 
rica, but was obliged to put back. As master of the ship 
‘¢ Ann,” he succeeded in crossing the Atlantic in 1625, and 
commanded the ship ‘“ Charity,” on her voyage to this 
country in 1624, the ‘“‘ May Flower ” in 1629, and the “Lion” 
in 1630, 1631 and 16382. He also made voyages’ to Virginia 
and the West Indies. He made an Almanac for New Eng- 
land for 16389, the first Almanac published in America; and — 
being entrusted with the command of an expedition against 
the Bahamas, fell in battle at the Island of Providence in 
1641. 
The first newspaper ever printed in America was pub- 
lished by Richard Pierce, at Boston, Mass., Sept. 25, 1699. _ 
Michael Pierce, of Hingham, and afterwards of Scituate, 
was commissioned Ensign of the company raised by the colony 
to fight the Dutch in. 1673, and commanded by Capt. Miles 
Standish, although in 1669 he had been promoted to Captain 
of the local militia of Scituate. He participated in the great 
battle at Narraganset in Dec., 1675, but escaped with his - 
life, soon to perish in a more terrible conflict. Being entrust- 
ed with a separate command, he early in the spring of 1676 
commenced the pursuit of the Indian enemy towards Rhode — 
Island, leading the entire force of Plymouth Colony then 
operating in the field.. He had proceeded without encounter — 
to near Pawtucket, and that part formerly known as the 
Attleborough Gore, when Indians were discovered. Not 
suspecting that the chieftam Conanchet was there with all. 
the collected warriors of Narraganset, Capt. Pierce ventured ~ 
to cross the river and commence an attack, but soon found — 
himself contending with an overwhelming force. To flee 
was impossible, and to conduct an orderly retreat in face of 
such an enemy equally desperate. His only recourse was to 
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k to the river’s bank to avoid Rats: surrounded, and 
make the sacrifice of himself and his men as costly as 
le to the she There, says an Gant historian, “ they 


xt rs ae and pee as great success.” But 
colonists had the satisfaction to learn that their brave 
| had slain in this disastrous battle thrice their own num- 
1 f the enemy. ‘This was the greatest calamity that befel 
outh Colony during King Philip’s war. The will of 


hese impressive words: ‘“ Being, by the appointment 
md, going out to war against the Indians, I do ordain this 
ast will and Testament; and first I commit my ways to 


“Who bravely fought and nobly fell.’ 


ris letter was written by Rev. Noah Newman, the second 
minister at Rehoboth, and addressed to Rev. John Cotton, of 
Plymouth. 


‘Sof the:first:” 
~ REHOBOTH, 27 76 
A 


recieved yours dated the 20 of this Inftant wherein you gave -me 
f ul gation of what had happened with a YOU and what a diftreff- 


a now Baocatdins eS the words of your own letter, an oppor- 
y to retaliate your account with a relation of what yefterday hap- 
| to the faddening of our hearts, filling us with awful expectations 
at further evils it may be antecedaneous to both refpecting our- 
and you. 

Upon the 25" of this inftant, Capt. Pierce went forth with a fmall 
of his men and Indians with him, and upon difcovering the enemy, 
him without damage to himfelf, and judged that he had consi- 
ly damnified them. 

‘et he, being of no great force, chofe rather to retreat and go out 


wa 


hi - 
‘a 
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the next morning with a recruit of men; And accordingly he did, 
taking pilots from us, that were acquainted with the ground. 

‘ But it pleafed the Sovereign God fo to order it, that they were in- 
clofed with a great multitude of the enemy, which hath slain fifty-two 
of our Englishmen and eleven Indians. 

‘¢ The account of their names is as follows. From Scituate, eighteen, 
of whom fifteen were slain, viz.: Capt. Pierce, Samuel Ruffell, Benja- 
min Chittenden, John Lothrope, Gershom Dodfon, Samuel Pratt, 
Thomas Savery, Jofeph Wade, William Wilcome, Jeremiah Barftow, 
John Ensign, Jofeph Cowen, Jofeph Perry, John Roufe. Marshfield, 
nine slain: Thomas Little, Jofeph Eams, Jofeph White, John Bur- 

rows, Jofeph Phillips, Samuel Bump, John Low, More , John 

Brance. Duxbury, four slain: John Sprague, Benjamin Soal, Thomas 
Hunt, Joshua Fobes. Sandwich, five slain: Benjamin Nye, David 
Beffey, Caleb Blake, Job Gibbs, Stephen Wing. Barnftable, six slain : 
Lieut. Fuller, John Lewis, Eleazer C , Samuel Linnet, Samuel 
Childs, Samuel Bremen. Yarmouth, five slain: John Mathews, John 
Gage, William Gage, Henry Gage, Henry Gold. Eastham, four 
slain: Jofeph Neffefield, John Walker, John M (torn off), 
John Fitz, Jr., John Miller, Jr., Thomas Man, juft returned with a fore 
wound. 

‘‘ Thus sir, you have a fad account of the continuance of God’s dif- 


pleaf{ure againft us; yet {till I desire fteadfaftly to look unto him who 


is not only able but willing to fave all fuch as are fit for his falvation. 
‘Tt is a day of the wickeds tryumphing, but the fure word of God 
tells us his tryumphing is brief. 
‘¢O that we may not lengthen it out by our sins. The Lord help 


us to joyne iffue in our prayers, inftantly and earneftly, for the healing = 


and helping of our Land. .‘ Our Extremity is God’s opportunity.’ 
‘Thus with our deareft refpects to you and Mrs. Cotton and fuch 
fotrowful friends as are with you, I remain, 


‘Your ever affured friend, 
‘Noau NEWMAN.” 


Thomas Man, who “ returned with a sore wound,” was of 
Scituate, Mass. Rev. Noah Newman, the writer of the fore- 
going letter, died April 16, 1678. He was a son of Rev. 


Samuel Newman, the first minister at Rehoboth, and the real 


founder of that town. Rev. Samuel Newman was born at 
Banbury, England, in 1600, and educated at the University 
of Oxford. He wrote a concordance of the Bible, which far 
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surpassed anything of the kind before written, and died J uly 
BS 1663> The Rev. Noah Newman headed a band of Reho- 
both people, who with a small party of Mohegan Indians 


attacked King Philip as he was retreating over Seaconk. 
Plain, en route for the Nipmuck country, and slew twelve of 


his followers. 


About the close of the seventeenth and beginning of the 
eighteenth century, there was a prominent man residing at 
Newbury, whose name in the old records appears as “ Col. 
Daniel Pierce, Esq.” 

Nathaniel Pierce, of Woburn, was in the disastrous fight 
at the falls on the Connecticut river, May 19,1676. <A Capt. 
William Pierce was killed by a cannon ball at the taking of 
Louisburg in 1745 ; and Benjamin Pierce, of Salem, was one 
of the patriot soldiers slain by the British on the ever memo- 
rable 19th of April, 1775. 


The family of Peirce, Pierce, Pearce, Pearse, and whatever 


other way the name has been spelled, are, and ever have been, 


quite numerous in this country since the earliest dates of its 
settlement by the white people; and, unquestionably, never 
had a common ancestor in America. 

With the brief notice that we have already given of the 
family in general, we shall now cease to speak further of its 
numerous branches, and confine our account to the history 
and genealogy of Apranam Perrce, of Plymouth, and his 
lineal descendants. 

For doing this we offer as reasons, first, that Abraham 
Peirce, of Plymouth, and afterwards of Duxbury, appears to 
have been the earliest acruaL sETTLER of the name (under any 
of its various forms of spelling) who settled in New England, 


and probably in America, unless the ancestor of the Virginia 
branch of the family came earlier, which is at least a matter 


of serious doubt. Second, being ourself a descendant of the 
Plymouth settler, and remembering that true charity: begins. 
at home, we feel assured that here, at least, is the proper 
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place to commence a systematic labor, the labor of love, an 
unrequited toil, unless an approving conscience furnishes 
ample reward—and for the most part unappreciated by the 
very people, the fleeting waifs of whose fathers’ history we 
are seeking to gather up and put in a form enduring and 
easy of reference. 


ola ny, and from him are descended most of the name in 

tha section of Massachusetts. His name first appears as a 

tax ‘payer at Plymouth, in 1623; next, at a division of the 

>in 1627, and subsequent notices 1 in the colonial records 

occur as follows: 

a] 1627. Jan. 20, exchange with Capt. Miles Standish, of 

tw 7O shares in a red cow for two ewe lambs. 

1629. Sept. 28, sale of one acre of ground abutting on 

| Hobs hole to Thomas Clark, for thirty pounds of “ marchan- 

le” tobacco. — : 

: A freeman. 

A tax payer. 

A member of an inquest or coroner’s jury. 

A house-holder, and also for sale of a house and 

2 og bes Plas in suns to Joshua Pratt, for fourteen 
oh bushels of corn. 

— 1639. Allowed to take up more land at Jones river. 

xs 1640. Granted forty acres of upland and some meadow 

_at North River. 

1642, pect 7, his difficulty with William Hanbury left 
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1643. <A soldier under Capt. Miles Standish, and on the 
8th of June, in that year, his sale of forty acres of upland 
and meadowing thereto belonging and being on the south 
side of North River, to John Winslow, for seven pounds 
sterling. 

1645, One of the original purchasers of ancient Bridge- 
water, then including the four Bridgewaters and Abington. 

1650. Brought before the court charged with neglecting 
public worship an spending the Sabbath slothfully ; ; but ac- 
quitted, after due trial. 

1660. Granted three acres of meadow on the north side 
of the brook at Namassakeset and liberty to purchase lands 
at Saconeset, and soon after received a further grant of one 
hundred acres of land on the back side of Indian Head River 
pond. 

The christian name of Abraham Peirce’s wife was Picieceat 
but further we have been unable to learn concerning her. 

Abraham Peirce must have died in or about 1673, as at 
that date an administrator was appointed to dispose of his 
affairs and estate. 

The children of ApraAHAm were: 

(2) Abraham, born at Plymouth, January, 1638; mar- 
vied October 29, 1695, Hannah Glass, of Duxbury (she 
was probably a second wife). He died at Duxbury, January, 
1718. | Sie 

(3) Rebecca, born ; married —— Wills. She 
died at Marshfield, March 30, 1724. 

(4) Mary, born ; married Baker. 

(5) Alice, born ; baptized July 21, 1650; mar- 
ried Baker. She died at Duxbury in 1673. 

(5) Isaac, born in or about 1661; married Alice 
He died at Middleborough, now Lakeville, Feb. 28, 1732. 
fle had been a soldier in the Narraganset war, about one 
hundred years before the war of the American Revolution, 
and-for his services in that war received from the goyern- 
ment a grant of land. 
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At the distribution of the estate of Abraham Peirce (No. 1), 


made in 1673, Abraham (No. 2) received all the real estate, 


save twenty acres of upland and two acres of meadow, assigned. 


to Isaac (No. 6). The three daughters, then called Rebecca 


Wills, Mary Baker and Alice Baker, received twenty shillings 
each. 

Of Abraham Peirce, Jr. (No. 2), the colonial records fur- 
nish notices as follows: | 

1661. October 1, acknowledgment that he had defamed 
Rebecca Alden and Hester Delancy. 

1663. Arraigned before the court for abusive speeches 
used against his father. (His tongue appears to have been 
a very unruly member.) | 

1670. May 29, a freeman. 

1673. Appointed to administer upon the estate of his 
father, Abraham Peirce, deceased. 

1682. One of the surveyors of highways at Duxbury. 

1718. January, his death. 

Apranam Perce, Jr. (No. 2) had: - 

(7) Abraham, m. Abigail Peterson, Sept. 25, 1729. 
Lived in Pembroke, Mass. 

(8) John, m. Susannah Newland, of Bridgewater, Jan. 
26, 17138. He removed to Gloucester, Mass. 

(9) Samuel, m. first, Jan. 18, 1703, Mary, a daughter 
of John Saunders, of Cape Porpoise, Me.; m. second, 
Abigail Pool, in 1728. Samuel removed to Gloucester, Mass., 
in or about 1713. 

(10) Hannah, born at Duxbury, Apr., 1706; m. Joseph 
Newell, of Bridgewater, in 1732, and she died in or about 


-1733, leaving one child, a son, named Jonas. 


Resecca (No. 3). 


We have sought in vain for facts in the history of Repecca, 
beyond the sur-name of her husband, the date of her 
death, and that she was’ complained of for slander, but on 
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being brought to trial her words were found to be true, and 
she was acquitted, while the complainant was punished for 
the crime with which she had charged, or rather reported 
concerning him. Like Abraham her brother, a ‘appears 
to have used great plainness of speech. 


Mary (No. 4). 


We have been able to learn’only the single fact that she 
married a man named Baker. 


Autce (No. 5). 


She was complained of for joining with her sister Re- 
becca in giving publicity to a scandalous story. She was 
acquitted when, on trial, the truth of the accusation was 
established. She was baptized, or rather sprinkled, in her 
youth, and was carried to church (to receive the ordinance) 
by ‘* Goody Scudder,” sister of her mother. 


Isaac Prrrce (No. 6). 


In the old records, Isaac is called Mr., a title then conferring 
more distinction, and doubtless commanding higher respect 
than that of Hon. now-a-days. He is probably that Isaac 
Peirce of whom tradition has handed down the story of - 
having two thumbs on one hand. His will was made in 
1722, or about ten years before his death. Gave his real 
estate to sons Isaac and Thomas; and to daughters Mary, 
Lydia, Mercy, Sarah and Rebecca, each five pounds in 
money. ‘Tradition says that he died suddenly while sitting 
in his chair, and town records of Middleborough add that he 
was in the seventy-first year of his age. 

«Times make men;” at least we are told so by those 
whose opportunities for experience and means of observation — 
entitle them to be supposed to know. ‘That times make 
men, is in general terms unquestionably true. To judge 
properly, therefore, of a person, it: becomes a matter of the 
greatest importance, first, to be fully advised concerning the 


5 of wisdom ; not alone what he did that was noble, but 
were the difficulties that lay in his way, the dangers 
d and suffering endured for its accomplishment. Nor is 
3s an absolute necessity ; “for 

‘‘ Who noble ends by noble means obtains, 
Or, failing, smiles in exile or in chains, 
Like good Aurelius let him reign or bleed, 
Like Socrates that man is great indeed.’’ 

4 4 7 fe y e . e | 

_ The times are changed, wonderfully changed, in very many 
oreat and essential pesca, since Isaac Peirce was born. 


d number three score and ten years of worldly ex- 
ence, there are a multitude of facts as ey under- 


~~ aa pittance of property they were then under great aiff 
culties enabled to accumulate, required efforts more pro- 
ot ‘acted and painful than is now demanded to obtain many 
iB nes the amount ; and to learn the little they could then 
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v which they had to contend, entitled them to as much or more 


om than the aes of the first scholars of the 
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upon the conduct of our forefathers of that age, viewing 
them as we must do from so different a stand-point from that 
they were forced to occupy; and we may justly accredit our- 
selves as being hopeful pupils, when we have learned not to 
despise the days of small things. 

Isaac Peirce, from the statement concerning his age found 
in the record of his death upon the town book of Middle- 
~ boro’, must have been born in 1660 or 1661—a marked 
period in the history of Plymouth colony—a time when blind 
zeal was furiously raging, and wild fanaticism with mad- 
dened frenzy ran rampant. Never, during our colonial his- 
tory, had those lamentable times a parallel, save when suffer- 
ing under the witch delusion some thirty years after. 

It seemed as if those scenes of terrible suffering were just 
what was required to teach feeble mortals the lesson they 
were so slow to learn, and that nothing else could suffice to 
convince them of the great truth expressed in the couplet, 

“* For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight, 
His can’t be wrong whose life is in the right.”’ 

That the reader may appreciate the condition of affairs, 
we will make a few extracts from ‘‘ y“old record.” 

‘In 1661 John Brown and Peter Pierson, having been _ 
indicted for Quakers and standing mute, were sentenced to 
be stripped from the girdle, upwards, tied to a cart-tail and 
whipped through the streets of Boston, Roxbury and 
Dedham.” 

So much for Massachusetts, given only as a specimen of 
cruelties of which these were as a drop to the bucket. Now 
let us look to pious Plymouth colony, where, if we believe 
the spread-eagle orators of our own time, the people came 
expressly to plant and nurture, build up and ever "protect 
*‘ freedom to worship God.” 

Mary Dyer being sentenced to death punishment in Massa- 
chusetts, for the crime of having exercised freedom in her 
manner of worshipping God, was in compliance with the 
prayer of her son allowed ‘to escape with her life, after 
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hat some of the Narraganset tribe had  expiassed satisfaction 
hearing of the Indian_ successes: at ‘Hadley. Suppose 
ions should go to war now because some individual, or 
n individuals, of one nation expressed satisfaction at the 
tb of | another nation | 


| ead sword, and this too without calling Me latter to 
ans wer to the charge of peeping bad faith, or even the for- 


fire ii sword, killing the men and burning the women 


: nation thus mercilessly assailed rae My possibly become 

in enemy. :: 

It remains yet to be proved that the pagan barbarians 
ee yiolated their solemn treaty with the whites; but that the 

S hristians did ignore theirs with them, every man acomAaniae 
por our country’s history knows. 

The Springfield Indians had pretended unbroken friend- 
Dai for the whites, and had given hostages as pledges of 
good faith ; but the hostages succeeded in escaping, and the 
ee » body joined the hostile confederacy yen those of 
| “Hadley, ‘hanging together like serpent’s eggs ;” and who 
could wonder, in view of the examples set them _ the white 
pe Ecople? 

Dorin pfeld being attacked by the Indians, some thirty 
a ouses burned, and in one of them the “brave library” of 


d defenceless children, with their dwellings, for fear that 
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Rev. Pelatiah Glover, the reverend historian Hubbard piously 
exclaims that this act (viz., burning the books) ‘did more — 
than any other discover the said actors to be the children 
of the devil, full of all subtlety and malice.” Thus it would 
appear that burning books by Indians shows them to be — 
children of the devil, but burning Indians, men, women and 
children by white men, shows the latter to be children of God 
and heirs of heaven! “Consistency, thou art a jewel.” 
The war on the part of the Indians now became one of 
ambush and surprise ; they were secret as beasts of prey, 
skilful marksmen, and in part supplied by firearms, fleet of 
foot, conversant with all the paths of the forest, patient of — 
fatigue, and maddened with passion for vengeance. When 
pursued they fled into the swamps for their fastnesses, or 
hid in the green wood thickets, where the leaves muffled 
the eyes of pursuers. By the rapidity of their descent 
they seemed omnipotent among the scattered villages, which 
they ravaged like the passing storm, and for a full year 
kept all New England in a state of excitement and terror. 


The exploring party was way-laid and cut off, and the man-_ 


gled carcasses and disjointed limbs of the dead were hung 
upon the trees to terrify pursuers. 

The laborers in the field, the reapers as they went forth - 
to harvest the grain, men as they went to mill, and the boys 
that tended the cattle and sheep, were shot down by skulking 
foes whose approach was invisible. Who can tell the heavy 
hours of woman! The mother, if left alone in the house, 
feared the tomahawk for herself.and children; on the sudden 
attack the husband would fly with one child, the wife with 
another, and perhaps only one escape, for the infuriated red- 
men hung upon the skirts of New England villages “like 
the lightning on the edge of the clouds.” Thus it continued 
through the summer of 1675. Brookfield was set on fire, — 
Deerfield burned, Hadley surprised during a time of religious 
service, and the plains of Northfield wet with the blood of 
Beers and his valiant associates. Lothrop’s company, the 
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very flower of Essex, were butchered, and a little stream, 
whose channel became red with their life currents, is called 
Bloody Brook to this day. | 
The months of August and September were signalized by 
Indian successes, and the white man’s defeats and disasters. 
But in all this let it be borne in mind that the Narraganset 
tribe took no active part; but after the battle of Dec. 19th, 
1675,- that tribe became the most ferocious enemies with 
which the English had to contend. 
_ The sachem Ninegret seems to have been inclined to listen 


to the Englishmen’s proposition for peace, but Conanchet 


would hear none of it. He nourished the most unyielding 
hostility towards the destroyers of his people. 

Goy. Winslow, in the latter part of January, 1676, pur- 
sued the Narragansets to the Nipmuck country, whither they 
fled and were successful in joming the forces of the Nip- 
mucks, while the English were compelled to return for want 
of provisions. February 10, 1676, Lancaster was destroyed 
by an Indian force consisting of Nipmucks, Nashawas and 
Narragansets ; and on the 21st of that month, the town of 
Medfield, only about twenty miles from Boston, was mostly 
destroyed. During the months of. February and March 


the savages appeared more than ever victorious, Seaconk, 


Groton and Warwick being destroyed by them, Northamp- 
ton assaulted, several houses burned at Weymouth, thirty at 
Providence and one in the very town of Plymouth, and Capt. 
Peirce and his company slain. Twelve or thirteen towns 
were destroyed, and the disbursements and losses equalled 
half a million of dollars, an enormous sum for the few of 


that day. 


More than six hundred men, chiefly young men, the flower 
of the country, perished in the field ; some six hundred houses 
were burned ; of the able-bodied men of the country, one in 
twenty had fallen, and one family in twenty had been burned 
out. 

But as the season advanced, and the more remote tribes 
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came not to reinforce them, the Indians, wasted and dispirit- 
ed, abandoned all hope of success, and king Philip is at 
length shot by a faithless Indian, Annawon captured by 
Capt. Church, and thus ended the first general Indian war 
in New England. <A day of public thanksgiving was ap- 
pointed, and men guilty of gross injustice to a race that had 
befriended them, derisively carry the head of king Philip on 
a pole, liftitig their hands towards heaven, reeking with the 
blood of those they had injured, and singing Te Deum Laud- 
amus, or praising God for His providential care. No provi- 
dence for the poor Indian, because he had neither cunning, ° 
skill nor gunpowder. 

What a mockery of christianity! Righteousness sitting 
upon the throne of judgment has long since decided the 
question of equity, and we, viewing the scene at a distance, 
cannot fail to discern the true verdict against the avaricious 
white man. , 

The closing act was well worthy of the causes that brought — 
on that war. The child of the dead prince of the Pokano- 
kets is a prisoner, a prisoner to the enlightened christian 
white man. ‘This harmless child, the only son of Philip, 
last representative of the family and blood of good old Mas- 
sasoit the white man’s friend, his friend in time of great 
trouble and most urgent need, his ever faithful friend, is 
now to answer—for what? Not his own sins, surely, for he 
has committed none, being of years too young and tender to 
participate in war, but the sins of his fathers; and common 
justice would unhesitatingly say that if for their sins he was 
accountable, to him should be accorded the benefits of their 
virtues. , 

Several of the elders of the Puritan church were very 
urgent to show the gratitude that they felt towards Massasoit, 
and which was felt by the country, by putting his grandchild 
to death! but to do honor to their priestly calling, and show 
that they were, as priests ever have been, are now, and 
doubtless always will be, when invested with temporal power, 
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F practi . doth not yet fully appear. 


_ During the war the government of Plymouth colony gave 
% _thirt y panes for the head of perry Indian slain in battle. 


ers, recelving a solemn benediction as hee stand with 
s uncovered and their bodies staggering under the 
weight of Indians’ heads as they return from the slaughter! 
a _ One who has read New England newspapers of late years, 
ar d particularly if he has Faiened to the eloquence of New 
| land pulpits, would be led to think nothing was ever 


re distasteful to a true born Yankee, and that nothing 


Let us therefore consult history, and see what really were 
.* he facts. _ 

a The Pequots were destroyed as early as 1637, or less than 
* eventeen years after the first permanent English settlement 
New England; and so nearly were the warriors of that 
_ tribe cut off, that there was no reason whatever to apprehend 
5 ~ another warlike demonstration from them. In speaking of 
the defenceless women and orphan children of the Pequot 

tribe, Winthrop says, ‘“‘ We send the male children to Ber- 
a muda, by William Peiree, and the women and maid children 
Es _are dispersed about in the towns.” So it seems that when 
: divested of the poetic and fabulous, facts show that the pious 
; ei + Puritans, even at that early date, began to trade in human 
- flesh, and that William Peirce, the “ godly man,” was in- 
a deed master of a slaver, and perhaps the May Flower was 
_ that slaver ; and to show that the Puritan faith and practice 
‘did not improve as touching slavery, for at least forty years, 
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may be cited the fact that as living bodies bore so much 
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higher price in Bermuda in 1676, than dead heads at Ply- 
mouth, the living heads of Indians sent to that island ex- 
ceeded in number the dead heads disposed of in the market 
at Plymouth. The Puritan soldier could kill his victim and 

sell its head at home for “ thirty pieces of silver,” or send it . 
alive to Bermuda, where in the slave market it commanded 
a larger price. Barbarous Indians took scalps to exhibit as 
proofs of their prowess and destructive qualities, but civilized 
christian white men took off Indians’ heads that they might 
dispose of them in the market for money. 

_ It is satisfactory to reflect that these wild domestics proved 
rather a source of annoyance than service. The Indian 
could be cheated and grievously wronged in various ways 
by the white man, and he was; but to be made a slave, never ! 
There is one race that have been and can again be made 
slaves, but that race is the African, not the native American, 
and its shade or color black instead of red. There are beasts 
and birds that cannot be tamed, because the Power that 
created made them untameable; and there are races of men 
that cannot, under any circumstances, be enslaved, because 
their Author evidently intended them to be free—and the 
North American Indian was one of these. 

There is a curious parallelism between the first and last 
great victory over the North American Indians, separated 
by an interval of one hundred and sixty-one years. 

‘On the 19th of December, 1836, Colonel Zachary Taylor 
received orders to pursue the Florida Indians. It was a last 
attempt to subdue them. ‘They had long baffled and defied 
the whole military power of the United States. Every 
general of the regular army had laid down his laurels in 
inglorious and utter failure. . : 

Col. Taylor started on the 20th, with an army of about ~— 
one thousand men, and on the 25th found himself on the 
edge of a swamp, impassable for artillery or horses. On the 
opposite side were the Indians, ready to deal destruction if 
he should attempt to cross the swamp. A battle ensued, 
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ney 
“hae leh lasted about as long as the Narraganset fight, and the 
oe loss was, in proportion to the numbers engaged, about the 
same, and the results were alike permanently decisive. 
Okee-cho-bee stands beside Conanchet, and the names of 
Josiah Winslow and Zachary Taylor are imperishably in- 
scribed together on the tablets of military glory. 
____ Before marching to join the Plymouth colony troops at 
_ Providence, R. I., the Massachusetts forces were mustered 
~_ on Dedham plain, where certain extra inducements were 
7 held out, and promises made to the soldiers, among which 
was, “if they played the man, took the fort, and drove the 

enemy out of the Narraganset country, they should have a 
- gratuity of land beside their stipulated wages.” The man- 

ner in which that promise was kept shows most conclusively 
4 that the lying and deceptive spirit then operating on Ded- 

ham plain was not exceeded, when, at the same place, 
one hundred and sixty-three years after, on the occasion of 
a division muster of the local militia,‘it redppeared under 
the garb of a striped pig! ) 

As early as 1685 the survivors of the Narraganset battle 
then residing in the towns of Lynn, Salem, Beverly, Read- 
ing and Hingham, began to petition the General Court: to 
fulfil its promise made them concerning the grant of land, 
in which petition they say, ‘“‘ We think we have reason to 

fear our days may be much shortened by our hard service in 
the war, from the pains and aches of our bodies that we feel 

in our bones and sinews and lameness thereby taking hold 
of us much, especially in the spring and fall.” 

Those who remember how profuse our people were with 
promises when quotas were to be filled during the late war 
of the rebellion, and see how ignored, neglected and de- 
spised are now those men who fer either patriotism or pro- 

; mises went to that war, will not be surprised to learn that it 
; was Firry-Szeven YeArs before Massachusetts redeemed 
her promise made to the soldiers of the Narragansett expe- 
dition. Some grants, it is true, were made, but slowly and 
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grudgingly ; and when comparatively but few of those sol- 
diers had received the promised gratuity and a majority of | 
them had been brought to occupy the small spot necessary 
for a grave, we find a committee of the General Court ad- 
dressing that body as follows :— 


“There was a Proclamation made to the Army in the name of the 
Government (as living Evidence very fully teftify), when they were 
muftered on Dedham Plain where they begun their March, 

‘‘ That if they play’ the man, took the Fort and’drove the Enemy 
out of the Narraganfett Country (which was their great Seat) that 
they should have a Gratuity of Land beside their Wages. 

“¢ And it is well known and our sitting to hear this Petition is an 
evidence that it was done, and as the Condition has been performed 
certainly the Promife in all Equity and Juftice ought to be fulfilled. 
And if we consider the Difficulties thofe Brave Men went thro in- 
{torming the Fort in the depth of Winter and pinching Wants they 
afterwards underwent in purfuing thofe Indians that efcaped through 
a hideous Wildernefs, famously known through New England as the 
hungry March, and if we further consider that untill this Brave tho’ 
{mall Army thus play? the Man the whole country was filled with 
Distrefs and Fear and we trembled in this citadel Bofton itfelf, and that 
to the goodnefs of God in this Army we owe our fafety and Eftates, 
we cannot but think that thofe Inftruments of our Deliverance and 
Safety ought to be not only Justiy, but alfo Sie and gener- 
ously Rewarded. 

** And we ought to further obferve what greatly adds to their Merit, — 
that they were not Vagabonds, Beggars and Outcafts of which armies 
are fometimes considerably made up, who run the Hazards of War to ~ 
avoid the Danger of ftarving, fo far from this that thefe were some of — 
the beft of our men, the Fathers and fons of fome of the Greateft and 
beft of our Families, and who could have no other view but to ferve 
their Country, and whom God was pleafed accordingly in a very re- 
markable manner to Honour and Succeed. 

‘It is hoped that the neglect of thefe Petitioners fo long, or the 
Province’s having difpofed of the Nipmuck country to others and fo 
defeated their ancient grant, will not be thought to wear out any more 
than it rewards their Merit. 

‘*¢ And there is reafon to fear that publick Guilt will lie upon the 
country if we should neglect and continue in the Breach of this 
Promife after it has been made and omitted for above Fifty years. 

“* As to the late grant it is fo far below the Value of the land they 
conquered and the price the Province had for it when it was fold and 
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ek Hehe x money divided to the Colonies that carried on the war, it is tell 
a pittance of what they obtained for us, fo exceedingly beneath what 

ie Province has defeated them of, that it is a mocking and deriding 
father than Rewarding them to offer it.” é 


_ The grant of land was not fully obtained until June 30, 
1732, or Firry-Srx Years anp Srx Monrus after it had 
so been promised ; and Isaac Peirce, who at the tender age of 
¢ sixteen years performed his part of the obligation, lived 

x ; neglected by the government he served with so much suffer- 
_ ing and danger, till past three score and ten, and died 
| _and had been in his grave four months before the debt was 
.. . aia. The government of Massachusetts had the consummate 
____- Meanness, even then, to add insult to the injury it had done, 

__ by assigning barren rocky hills in New Hampshire, where 
____ nothing save goats could climb, and these found the herbage 
4 _ that grew thereon too scanty to induce a second visit. This 
was about equal to paying them off in sunshine at the 
north pole, for its benefits are about equal there to those 

the land assigned in New Hampshire would have been to 
any body, and as scarce as the lands Massachusetts was 

_ willing to bestow on the broken soldiers of her wars. 

The following is copied from the original deed now in my 
| possession, and will show what disposition was made of 
Isaac Peirce’s right in the government grant. It bears date 

> of May 28, 1733. 

“To all People to whom thefe Prefents shall come GREETING, 
Know ye That we Tho’ Peirce, Samuel Hoar and Rebeccah his wife, 
Aaron Seekel and Lydia his wife, and Ifaac Peirce, Jofeph Trouant, 
e and Mary his wife, all of Middleborough in the county of Ply- 
mouth, For and in Consideration of the Sum of forty shillings and 
other valuable considerations to us in hand before the Enfealing 


hereof well and truly paid by Elisha Peirce of Middleborough in the 
county of Plymouth, fon of Ifaac Peirce of fd Middleborough, the 


a Receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge and ourfelves therewith 
3 fully fatisfied and contented, and thereof and of every part and parcel 
thereof do exonerate, acquit and.difcharge him the faid Elisha Peirce, 


his Heirs, Executors and Adminiftrators forever by thefe Prefents 
Have given, granted, bargained, fold, aliened, conveyed and by thefe 
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Prefents Do freely, fully and abfolutely give, grant and bargain, fell, 
aliene, convey and confirm unto him the faid Elisha Peirce and his 
Heirs and Afsigns for ever all our Refpective shares parts and perqui- 
sites in the larrds granted to our Hon™ Father Ifaac Peirce late of Mid- 


dleborough and his lawful reprefentatives by the wae ape ashe | 


was one of the Soldiers in the Narragansett war.’ 


ae | 


A meeting of the Narraganset soldiers, their heirs or legal 


representatives, was held on Boston Common at two o'clock, 
P. M., June 6, 1733, when they voted that the grantees 
should be divided into seven societies, one township to be 
given to each society, and the claim of Isaac Peirce fell in 
society or township No. 4, which, as has already been said, 


was laid out in New Hampshire, although the committee 


officially reported that it was not fit for settlement; and it 
was not till Jan. 14, 1787, that the General Court allowed 
them the territory of ‘‘ Quabbin” in exchange for the rocky 
desert in New Hampshire. Thus # will be seen that it was 


actually more than sixty-one years after the promise made ~ 


by the government before its fulfilment; and the end was 
-not yet. After surveying ‘ Quabbin,’ it was found to con- 


tain considerably less than the quantity promised. They had 
sought first to cheat the soldier in quality, and now tried to 


wrong him in quantity ; and it was only by persistent efforts 
that the General Court was at length compelled to make up 
the amount from lands now lying in Chesterfield or Goshen, 
in Hampshire County, Mass. ‘“ Quabbin” is now Green- 
wich, Mass. So many, such long and vexatious delays did 
these old soldiers and their heirs or legal representatives 
suffer at the hands of the Massachusetts authorities, that 
many of them realized no benefit from the grants at last 
obtained, until 1760, or Ercury-Frve Yuars after the pro- 


mise was voluntarily made by the government, accepted by — 


the soldiers, and their part of the obligation promptly per- 
formed. It is matter of serious doubt whether so much 
as oNE of the thousand men to whom the promise was made, 
lived long enough to see it fulfilled. 
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It is a subject of deep regret that I am compelled to write 


- , the fact, that, after a long and diligent search, all that can 


be said of the wife of Isaac Peirce, beyond her christian 
name, is derived from that most unreliable source of infor- 
mation, tradition. 


' The reader will therefore accept with caution the story 


that she was a Scotch emigrant, and that her name was 
Alice Chartley; and further, that Isaac Peirce found her at 
the port at which she was landed, and paid her passage as 


one of the conditions of taking her to himself, and that she 


Was a woman under the medium stature. 
Tsaac Perrcz (No. 6) and wife had: 
(11) Isaac, born ; married in or before 1703, Judith 


- Booth, youngest daughter of John Booth, of Scituate, Mass. 
_ She died at Middleborough, now Lakeville, May 4, 1733, 
aged fifty-three years, one month and twenty-one days. - 


Isaac for a second wife married Abigail He died 
January 17, 1757. 
(12) Thomas, born 
mi Booth, of Middleborough. 
(13) Mary, born ; married Saunders, of 
(14) Lydia, born ; married first, July 3, 1706, John 
H yford, of Bridgewater ; and sh second, Jan. 12, 1725, 
Aaron Seekel. 
(15) Mercy, born 
Trrouant, of Bridgewater. 
(16) Sarah, born ; married Macomber, of 
(17) Rebecca, born ; married Samuel Hoar, of Mid- 
eborough. She died July 12, 1765. He died Feb. 13, 


; married, April 16, 1714, Nao- 


; married May 15, 1707, Joseph 


1746. 


AsraHAM Perrce (No. 7). 


. He is said to have removed to Pembroke, but the truth 
was perhaps that his lands in Duxbury fell within the limits 
sof Pembroke, at the division of Duxbury and incorporation 
of Pembroke in 1711. 
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He probably resided near the centre of Pembroke, as the 
earliest records of that town make frequent mention that he 
was paid for sweeping the meeting-house. He was repeat- 
edly chosen by the town of Pembroke upon a committee to 
‘clear the herring brook.” Clearing the brook probably 
consisted in removing obstacles calculated to impede the 
upward passage of alewives or herring from the sea, toward 
the still waters of some fresh pond, noite. by that fish to 
deposit their spawn where the it process could be 
accomplished beyond the deadly and devouring reach of the 
monsters of the great deep; for herring, chonall never hay- 
ing read the old proverb, seem from intuition to have under- 
stood that ‘ great fish,” the world over, “eat up the little 
ones.” } | 

Abraham Peirce was also several times elected to the 
- office of a tithing-man. The assembled wisdom of the 
*‘ colony of Massachusetts Bay in New England,” under the 
title of “‘ Great and General Court,” at their session in 
1679, gravely enacted that tithing-men should be annually 
chosen in all the towns of their jurisdiction, and such ie. 
cers to be selected from the ‘“‘ most prudent and discreet in- 
habitants.” The duty of said officers was minutely nine | 
out in statute law, as follows :—‘ To inspect all licensed jor 
unlicensed houses where they shall haue notice or hane a 
ground to suspect that any person or persons doe sped 
their tyme or estates by night or by day in tipling, pate 
or otherwise unprofitably; or doe sell or retayle, amo 
drink, wine, ale, cidar, rumm, brandey, perry or metheglin 
and without license.” 

Besides the duties enumerated it fell to the lot of tithing 
men ‘to inspect the manners of all disorderly persons ; and 
to present to the magistrate the names of all single personjs 
that live from under ceils government, stubborne and dis- — 
orderly children and servants, night-walkers, typlers andl — 
Sabbath breakers by night or by day, and such as absenit 
themselues from the publick worship of God on the Lords; 
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_ dayes,” and also “all persons whose conduct tends to de- 
_ bauchery, irreligion, prophaneness and atheism.” 


As a badge of his office, and to give force to the authority 
and dignity fitting his station, the law provided that each 
and every tithing-man, when on duty, should be armed with 


“a black staff of two foot long, tipt at one End with Brass 


about three Inches, the said staff to be provided by the 
selectmen at the Charge of the Town.” ‘To these “ words 
of the law” as recorded, we also have the traditional story 
that the ‘“‘ black staff” soon came to have (not by law, but 
from custom, which then, as now, is stronger than law) a 
feather stuck into one end with which to tickle the noses of 


| drowsy saints, while with that heavily laden with brass they 
Tapped the heads of sleeping sinners, to keep both saints 


and sinners awake and attentive to the services of the sanc- 


| -tuary on the Lord’s day. 


Abraham Peirce, at the hands of his townsmen in Pem- 


: broke, was also honored. with election to the offices of sur- 


veyor of highways, constable, collector of town and parish 
taxes, and enumerated in the recorded. list of those’ white 
male citizens from whom were drawn the “ grand inquest” 
or jurymen of the county; and last, not least, elected to that 
office which it is said to have taken an entire session of the 
colonial legislature to institute, viz., Hoc-RErEve. 

«© And seeing that every particle of historical truth is 
precious, I hope the reader will pass a favorable censure 
upon” the writer for what may at first appear quite unneces- 
sary prolixity, and an unreasonable detention, while the real 
duties, honors and emoluments of a hog-reeve, As HE WAS, 
are fully explained. Well, first be this known, that hogs, 
four-legged hogs we mean, were formerly entitled by statute 
law to the privilege of running at large in roads, streets and 
highways, and on town commons, provided said hogs were 
properly ringed and yoked. The yoking consisted in fast- 
ening to the neck of each swine several pieces of wood, 
thus abe a framework of a triangular form, and of a 
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size to prevent the animal from creeping through fences as 


he travelled up and down the earth seeking to destroy. 
Added to this, the “price of a hog’s liberty was that of 
eternal vigilance on the part of the reeve, and an iron ring 
securely fastened into the gristly part of the nose of the — 
hog, and both yokes and rings were provided and applied — 
by the reeve, who for his service was entitled to : ie 
by the owner of the swine. 

Thus it will readily be seen that Abraham Peirce, i in his 
capacity of surveyor of highways, constable, gatherer of 
town and parish taxes, guardian of the herring brogk, hog- 
reeve and tithing-man, must daily and hourly have been 
coming in contact with “all sorts of people,” for the bur- 
then not only of flesh but of fish was upon him; and to the 
secular duty of mending the king’s highway on week days, 
was added the sacred trust of eeepite the religious assem- 
bly, both saints and sinners, awake on the Lord’s day, and ~ 
in proper condition to be led in the ways of truth and holi- 
ness. A pleasing variety, that must have given both activity 
and spice to his life—‘from grave to gay, from lively to 
severe.” 

His official duties required him to have to do with both 
priests and politicians, from the pharisaical to the licentious, 
from the refined to the brutal, and, though not “all things 
to all men,” he was something to each one of them—now 
squaring and settling the salary account between priest and 
people, and now warning a vagrant to leave the town, or 
setting a malefactor in the stocks. For the ready and faith- 
ful performance of such varied duties, his must have been a 
mind that could speedily adapt itself to operate equally well 
in antipodal positions ; and as honor and shame from no un- 
avoidable condition rise, he appears to have merited and 
fully acquired that good name, more to be desired than gold 
or silver, by ever acting well his part—from ringing the noses 
of predatory pigs, to tickling the nasal parts of pious 
people. 
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ise Palty, as no fecataet is now probably extant, 

- Apranan Prmrce (No. 7) and wife Azicam Prrerson 
‘aan a 18) Abraham, born ; married 
(19) Joseph, born ; married Olive 
in n Duxbury, Ja. anuary 5, 1796. 


Damon. 


He died 


Joux Pemce (No. 8). 


Winsor’ S history of Duxbury informs that J ohn Peirce 
ned i in that town till 1710, and the first entry of any 
| made upon the town records of Pembroke is the record 
fa vote to pay John Peirce for sweeping the meeting- 
se. Ihe vote to pay for sweeping the meeting-house 
for-keeping the key was equivalent to saying that John 
e Peirce was sexton to the congregational society or parish of 
Pembroke, which township was set off from Duxbury, and 
"incorporated as a distinct town March 21,1711. 

This vote leads also the conclusion that John Peirce’s 
place of residence was adjacent to the meeting-house in 
Pi Pembroke, and near the centre-of that then new town. John 
Peirce and Susannah Newland were married at Bridgewater, 
_ Mass., Jan. 26, 1713, and he about that time appears to 
have removed from Pembroke and settled at Gloucester, 
_ Mass. ., In which town he, in 1735, pecetied a grant of land 
at a locality called Squam. _ 

Doubtless John Peirce and wife Susannah had children, 
for they would have formed a rare exception to the very 
ee general rule if they had not, as wives then were women, and 
- so old-fashioned as to be “help-meets” to their husbands, 
. and affectionate mothers to their families of numerous hale 
and healthy children, as the poor, simple-hearted creatures 
had not then been “‘ educated”’ to know the dignity of posi- 
is tion Jjustly attainable by a ‘“‘ lady” (not woman, as we have 


cy, 
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none now but Irish-women and washer-women), who feels 


an irrepressible call to 


“* Neglect her stockings to preserve the State.’’ 


Prating fools and crowing hens have probably ever exist- 
ed, but the trio of things supremely ridiculous was incom- 
plete and must have remained so but for the addition of that 
unmitigated folly and tmparalleled moral abortion, a preach- 
ing woman. We are aware that this is a bid for a copious 
shower of “ crocodile tears” by our great moral reformers, 
and that our gross,ignorance to their cultivated minds forms 
our only excuse. But ‘“ where ignorance is bliss, ’tis folly to 
be wise.” So said a great poet; and if ignorance was the 
panacea that caused health and wealth to surround so many 
families, and happiness With contentment to smile over so 
many New England firesides, where these blessings are now 
entire strangers, we think to that poetic sentiment a vast 
majority of the people will respond, Amen. 

Of the posterity of John Peirce (No. 8) and wife Susan- 
-nah Newland, if indeed they were blessed with any, we have 
been unable to find any trace. 


SamuEL Perrce (No. 9). 


Hon. John J. Babson, in his excellent history of Cape 


Ann, says, ‘‘ The year 1713 deserves notice in our annals 
for the first mention of Samuel Peirce, the Gloucester ances- 
tor of a family, which, for its wealth and influence, occupied 
a commanding position in town for more than half a cen- 
tury.” “Samuel Peirce came from Duxbury.” ‘“ His grand- 
father Abraham was in Plymouth as early as 1623.” ‘ His 
father, also named Abraham, was born in Plymouth in 1638, 
and died in Duxbury in 1718.” Samuel Peirce carried on 
the business of ship-building at. Gloucester. He was twice 
married. First, Jan. 18, 1703, to Mary, a daughter of John 
Saunders, one of the selectmen of Cape Porpoise, Maine. 
Married, second, in 1728, Abigail Pool. 
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* _ Sauer Perrce (No. 9) and wife Mine SAUNDERS had: 
' (20) David, born at Gloucester, Mass., October 5, 
“4713: married, January 20, 1736, Susannah Stevens. He 


3 died in 1759. 


(21) Jonathan, born at Gloucester, saeil 24, 1719. 
(22) Joseph, born Aug. 14, 1725. 


Hannan Pemce (No. 10). 


Hannah Peirce, daughter of Abraham Peirce (No. 2) and 
wife Hannah Glass, was born in Duxbury, April, 1706, and 
married Joseph Newell, of Bridgewater, in 1732, and she 
died in or before 1734. 

JosepH Neweti and wife Hannan Perrce had: 

(23) Jonas, born in 1733. 


Isaac Perrce (No. 11). 


_ Isaac Peirce, Jr., for his first wife married Judith, the 
youngest daughter of John Booth, of Scituate, Mass., and 
there are evidences that the husband (at least for a short 
time) took up his residence in that town. Judith, the wife, 
was born (so saith the Scituate records) March 13, 1680, 
and must have been married in or before 1703, for that year 
she and her husband, charged with fornication before mar- 
riage, were arraigned before the county court at Plymouth, 
pleaded guilty and were amerced in a fine, which being 
promptly paid, they were discharged. 

As it was no puff that we proposed to write in this de- 
tailed account of our ancestors, nor ‘‘ seek to extenuate or set 
down aught in malice,” but give a plain exposition of facts, 
clothed in the unpretending language of unvarnished truth, 
we shall seek to frame no excuse for thus noticing and 
recalling to mind this mortifying fact, but congratulate 
their numerous kindred according to the flesh, in the circum- 
stance that this stands alone, the first and last, the one soli- 
tary instance of the kind in‘the history of the Peirce fami- 
_ ly, numerous as they were, and covering a period of at least 
4% | 
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one hundred douseuiitive years; and that, too, when even in. 4 
the best of families this offence was so constantly occurring 
that if one were to judge from the court records, he would — 
be forced to believe that this kind of fastness was the rule _ 
rather than the exception. These were the days when, 
though other religions than the Puritan were no# tolerated, 
that abominable custom called ‘‘ bundling,” was. This ‘‘ bun- 
dling,” as they called it, was nothing more nor less than a 
custom so universal as to become stronger than law; that of 
permitting young persons of the opposite sexes, who had 
“engaged” to be married, to go to bed together, and, as_ 
might be expected, soon came to be practised by those who — 
were not yet engaged, and proved, as such a custom ever must, 
a fruitful source of iniquity. That such a state of affairs — 
ever existed in pious New England, in enlightened Massa- — 
chusetts, and above all in Puritan Plymouth, where a man ~ 
might not chew tobacco, cut his finger-nails or kiss his wife 
on Sundays; where, after the birth of an infant, they hard- 
ly waited to dress before baptizing it; whose ‘“ new-born 
babes desire the sincere milk of the Word, that they may 

erow thereby,” even in advance of that which flowed from the 
- breasts of the natural mother; whose parents made haste to 
take the solemn vow to train their offspring in truth and. — 
righteousness, and bring them up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord: that these same parents should have 
led their children into the temptations of the dirty and las- 
civious custom of bundling, and thus deliver them over to 
unmitigated evil, was as incomprehensible as that in the 
same region, now, the most revolting crimes against decency 
and against nature should be committed by an ordained 
minister of the so-called church of Christ, and that the crime 
of cold-blooded murder should be committed by one of its — 
deacons, and both minister and deacon in full fellowship with — 
the church when the deeds were done! 

John Booth (the father of Judith, the wife of Isaac Peirce, 
Jr.) was at Scituate, Mass., as early as 1656, where he pur- 
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hased Binds and gended! near a hill “still bearing his name. 
he names of his children, together with the dates of their 
irths, were as follows :—Elizabeth, b. Oct. 5, 1657. Joseph, 
7 March 27, 1659. John, b. Jan. 1, 1661; m. gM 
Jodson, of Scituate, Dec. 12, 1687. . Benjamin, b. July 4 
1667 ; was a partner with Isaac Peirce, Jr., in the vicihaas 
of a tract of land lying in Middleborough and Taunton, 
pn *hich they purchased in 1709. Mary, b. até 6, 1669; m. 
_ Abraham Barden, of Scituate, Oct. 20, 1697. Aun b. 
_ Feb. 7, 1673. Grace, b. July 4, 1677; m. Ephraim Pray. 
Jud on b. March 13, 1680; ce Isaac Peirce, Jr., of Dux- 


oa Jan, iT; M57. After the “deatti of Fadith. ee 
. , who pes 8 survived him. 


hors se, one iais-kaddle, two had cows, six silver spoons and 
fi teen dollars in money. ‘The remainder to be divided be- 
tore n his four sons and two daughters. He was a very un- 
compromising man, and suffered great disquietude because 
. his children, with the exception_of one son, abandoned 
the Quaker faith of their parents and allied themselves 
with the Calvinist Baptists. He therefore, before making 
a ea took the precaution to convey by deed the “ lion’s 
| ” of his property to this the youngest son, who had been - 
2 “ * willing and obedient” even in matters of religious faith 
% i practice, and was, as the father thought, entised to *‘ eat 
the good of the land.” 
= ~ Tsac Perrce, Jr. (No. 11) and wife Juprra Booru had: 
Ag Ebenezer, b. in 1704; m. Dec. 13, 1728, Mary Hos- 
ins, of Taunton, a daughter of Henry and granddaughter 
of William Hoskins, of that town. Ebenezer died Sunday, 
us: 14,1796. His funeral was under the shade of some 
rand old trees that stood near his former residence, and the 
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sermon was preached by Rey. Daniel Hix, of Dartmouth, 
from the words, “ Set thy house in order, for thou shalt die.” 
His remains were interred in the ancient cemetery on the 
border of Assawomset pond, in Lakeville, where a decent 
slate-stone marks his grave, and bears a proper inscription, 
together with this stanza : | 


‘¢ Though the great God who reigns on high 
Has doomed the race of man to die, 

’ Yet Saints thereby are claimed from sin, 
And shall in glory rise again.”’ 


Mary the wife died Oct. 5, 1768, and her remains rest 
beside the dust of her husband, the grave being marked by — 
a decent slate-stone bearing a legible inscription. 

(25) Isaac, b. in 1705; m. May 5, 1735, Deliverance 
Holloway, of Middleborough. He was commissioned, in 
1762, Ensign of the 4th company of local militia in Middle- 
borough.* He died Sept. 18, 1782. She died Oct. 11, 1801, . 
aged 87. Both have suitable grave-stones in Lakeville. 

(26) Elisha, m. Nov. 10, 1738, Margaret Pain, of Free- 
town, a daughter of John Pain of that town, and wife Rebec- 
ca Davis, and granddaughter of Ralph and Dorothy Pain. 
Elisha died in or about 1779. Margaret died at date un- 


known. No grave-stones. 
(27) Abigail, m. Oct. 28, 1736, John Howland, of Mid- 


* A return made Feb. 15, 1759, of those members of the fourth company of the 
local militia in Middleborough, that had just been provided with bayonets and bay- 
onet-scabbards, probably embodies nearly if not quite all the non-commissioned 
officers and privates of that organization. 

‘* Sergeant Henry Strobridg, Sergeant William horskins, Corporal John Smith, 
Corporal William Strobridg Jr. Privates—Jedidiah Beals, Elisha peirce, John 
parris, [saac howland Jun., Paul Dillingham, Jonathan Caswell, Zebedee Booth, 
Richard Peirce, Job howland, Elisha mayo, James Pickens, John Pickens, John 
Blye, John fry, George peirce, Abial Peirce, Jacob Tilson, Jacob Allen, John Nel- 
son, Josiah Smith Jr., Samuel hayfords, Joseph Leonard 3d, Joseph Wescoat, Jacob 
Booth, William Macfall, Lemuel mayo, John Booth, Robert montgomery, Silas 
Booth (son of Isaiah Booth), Levi peirce (son of Shadrach), es Nelson Jr. (son 
of William) and Samuel Holloway Jr. (son of Samuel).”’ 

The four last named were minors, and hence the names of their fathers were also - 
given ; and the report further says that some delay had been experienced in getting 
the bayonets, as the family that made them had been suffering from the small-pox. 
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Paletbrough. She died in 1786, and fe died in 1790, aged - 
_ 80. They had no grave-stones. 
(28) Judith, b. July 4, 1709; m. Dec. 2d, 1736, Lieut. 
_ Thomas Nelson, Jr., of Middleborough. He was for twelve 
_ years chosen a selectman of Middleborough, and as long a time 
elected moderator of the annual town meeting, and repre- 
sented that town fourteen years in the General Court. He 
_ was commissioned under King George II. a Lieut. of the 4th 
company of the local militia in Middleborough, and had that 
commission renewed under King George III. He died 
March 7, 1768. Judith died Jan. 22, 1792. Both have 
‘suitable grave-stones in the ancient cemetery, formerly called 
the Nelson burial-ground, in Lakeville. 
(29) Hlkanah, m. March 2, 1742, Hannah Eddy. They 
_ were Quakers and have no grave-stones, as it is but a short 
_ time since people of that faith and practice were permitted by 
_ the rules of their meeting to erect funeral monuments. His 
_ house, a large two-story building, is still standing, and must 
_ have been an imposing edifice for the time at which it was 
built. Doubtless he was the wealthy man of his section in 
: the time in which he lived. 


N Tuomas Prmcr (No. 12), 
~~ *Son of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6), from circumstances, 
the evidence of which is still extant in old records, we are 
led to believe was quite superior to his brother Isaac, Jr. in 
the qualities that constitute true manliness. Indeed Isaac 
_ Peiree, Jr. (No. 11), was apparently much the slimmest link 
in the genealogical chain from Isaac, Sen. through the old- 
est sons down to the present time. Both Thomas and his 
brother Isaac married into the Booth family, but scarcely if 
ever were two women more dissimilar, Isaac marrying a 
woman decidedly his superior, and Thomas one as much below 
his station. Judith Booth, the wife of Isaac Peirce, Jr., still 
_ lives in tradition as a most industrious, enterprising, neat 
and tidy person, a careful and calculating house-keeper, not 


46 THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


stingy or mean but economical, and as a result adding thrift 
to the affairs of her family—in a word, what a’ wife should 
be, “an help-meet”; while the name of Naomi, the wife of 
Thomas Peirce, became the synonym of laxness, laziness and 
utter worthlessness. i aa 

Like the creaking wheel of the fable, Naomi was areas 
complaining ; sick, idk always sick, too feeble to attend to : 
a house-keeper’s legitimate cares, too feeble to cook a meal, 
and indeed too feeble to get out of bed till it was cooked and: «4 
fully prepared for eating. But though destitute of a proper 
sense of shame, she lacked nothing in that of smell. And 
as the savory odor of tempting viands reached her olfacto- 
ries, a surprising change quickly came over the spirit of her 
sluggish dreams, when, crawling from her bed, she came to 
the table to astonish all beholders with her surfeit and glut- 
tony. The mulish Isaac Peirce, Jr. was probably as inno- 
cent of instituting the means which conspired, by and through 
the assistance of his model wife, to make his a life of success, 
as was his more intelligent brother Thomas incapable of 
resisting the downward and destructive tendency in his, en- 
cumbered and ever discouraged as he was by this burden 
like a mill-stone about his neck. The name of Thomas — 
Peirce, Sen., appears among those entered on the records ~ 
of Re aalelorimh a in 1737, atntene the privileges then ex- - 
tended by law to Anabaptists. 

Tuomas Petrce (No. 12) and wife Naomi Boor had: 

(30) Thomas, who married Rebecca Jones, of Yarmouth, 
Mass., in or near 1744. He appears to have been an active « 
and leading member of the Calvinist Baptist Church in Swan- 

sey, Mass., though residing in Middleborough. 

"~~ (381) Shadrach, b. July 8; 1717; m. Aug, Sips 
Abigail Hoskins, of Taunton, daughter of Henry, and grand- 
daughter of William Hoskins, of that town. Shadrach re- 
moved to Spencer, Mass. His posterity are in Berkshire 
county. 

(32) Naomi, b. Oct. 1, 1719; m. April 22, 1747, Josiah 
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onial soldier, and perished in the military service of his 
country some time in November, 1762. Ubecords of General 
et at Boston.) 

(33) Jonathan, b. March 23, 1723. 

(84) Richard, b. April 15, 1725; m. Dec. 12, 1745, 

Pry Simmons, of Freetown. She was a daughter of Abra- 
_ ham Simmons and wife Ann Lee, and born Oct. 9, 1728, 

; - granddaughter of John Simmons, of Freetown, great-grand- 
S 3 ughter of Moses’ Simmons, Jr., and great-great-grand- 
} hter of Moses Simmons the emigrant, who came to 
in 1621. Richard Peirce was elected one of the 
rds at Freetown in 1752. 

5) Hilkiah, b. Oct. 19, 1727; m. April 28, 1748, 
nnah, a daughter of Timothy Briggs, who resided in an 
e locality in Taunton, called “new state.” Hilkiah 
ed as a Sergeant in the French and Indian war, as 
orporal in Capt. Levi Rounsevill’s company in the 9th 
ment of the Continental army, and as a private in the 
pany of Capt. Job Peirce, of Middleborough, at Rhode 
nd, in the war of the Revolution. (See alls at the State 
se, Boston. ) In civil life Hilkiah’s occupation was that 
cobbler. He lived in a house that stood nearly op- 
ite that now owned by Seekel. the carpenter, and 
yr McPhail Hill, so called, in Lakeville, on road leading 
Myrickville. Hilkiah was not “greater than he that 
taketh a city,” for it was notorious that he most signally failed 
z & rule his passionate spirit or govern his fretful temper. 

BB For a knowledge of his occupation, place of residence — 
Bis and disposition, I am indebted to his grand-son, Henry 
_‘Thresher, of Freetown. 


4 es Mary Perrrce (No. 13), 
= _ Daughter of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6); 
ders, and further we have failed to learn. 


Saun- 
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Lypia Perrce (No. 14), : 
Daughter of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6); m. at Bridge- 


water, J uly 3, 1706, John Heyford, and they probably resid- 


ed in that part of Middleborough now Lakeville, Mass. 

Joun Hxeyrorp and wife feos Peirce (No. 14), had: 

(36) Jacob, b. Oct. 24,1715; m. Abigail ——. ‘Tradi- 
tion says that he died at Valley Forge, in the war of the 
Revolution, and that his wife resided near Casco Bay. 

(87) Samuel, b. Sept. 17, 1719; m. Hannah Reynolds. 
They were the grandparents of Reuben Haffords, Esq., of 
Lakeville. 


After the death of John Heyford, Lydia (No. 14) was _ 
married, Jan. 12, 1725, to Aaron Seekell. <A piece of land 


near the residence of Jirah Winslow, Esq., in Lakeville, is 
still known as the ‘“‘ Aaron Lot,” from the circumstance that 
it was once owned by this Aaron Seekell. 


Mercy Petrce (No. 15), 


‘ Daughter of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6); m. May 15, 


1707, Joseph Trouant, perhaps of Bridgewater. 
JosEPH ‘Trouant and wife Mercy Peirce (No. 15) had: 
(88) Thomas, b. 1710; d. at Middleborough, Aug., 1744. 


The records of the town of Middleborough inform us that - 


‘he was a single man at the date of his death, and we have 
no evidence that he was ever married. 


. The name of Trouant, or Treuant, as sometimes spelled, 


has long since become extinct in the town of Middleborough, 
and the following copy of an entry made on page 31 of the 


first book of Middleboraual town records is given to cite — 


(those curious to know) where they formerly dwelt. 


‘“‘ Middleborough, June: 6: 1728. 


“2 V4 
mea King = 
by Wied Sh 


‘We the fubfcribers being three of the Selectmen of the Town of ~ 


Middleborough Have laid out a way for Jofeph Treuant to come from 
his houfe and land where he now Lives into the beaten Road or way 
between where John Hayford lately Dwelt and where Ifaac Peirce 
Jun® now Dwells: Viz'. we began to lay out faid way at a ftake and 
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ch we fet in the rang: between the land of faid Jofeph 
and the land of Nath! Holloway late Deceafed about a Rod 
| orth or north east of a Red oak: The breadth of faid way to 
Twenty foot north Eafterly from faid {take and {tones ; and to Run 
m faid ftake and ftones the fame breadth on a direct line acrofs a 
r of faid Holloways land and the land belonging to the heirs of 
Hayford untill it comes into the aforefaid Beaten Road or way on the 
Ww wefterly side of a white oak marked ftanding in faid beaten way: and 
hat faid Treuant ought to allow for the faid way comeing acroft faid 
Re: Hallways land Ten Shillings. And that he allow fifteen shillings 
aa the e faid WAY coming acroft faid Hayfords land. 


‘¢ SAMUEL BARROWS 
_IcHasop SouTHWORTH 
ELKANAH LEONARD.”’ 


Sarau Petrce (No. 16), 


ihter of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6); m.—— Ma- 


Resecca Prrrce (No. 17), 


Daughter of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6); m. Samuel 
, of Middleborough, Mass. Rebecca died July 12, — 
1765. Samuel died Feb. 13, 1746. ‘ 
- Sauer Hoar and wife Resecca Petrce (No. 17), had: 
bi (39). Samuel, b. Aug. 12, 1716; d. April 5, 1736. 
his 40) Robert, b. May 23, 1719; m. three times: Ist, Sa-’ 
h Willis, who died Jan. 13, 1753; m. 2d, Oct. ds 1753, 
— Tinkham, who died Feb. 26, 1761; and he m. 3d, 
Da . 26, 1761, Rachel Hoskins. The Hoar family at Pel- 
ham are his descendants. 
“aD William, b: Dec. 30, 1721; m. ree) 31, 1745, Sa- 
rah, a daughter of Henry Hoskins, of Taunton, and erand- 
daughter of William Hoskins of that town. William Hoar 
Deacon of the 2d Calvinist Baptist Church in Middle- 
rough. He died April 25, 1795. Sarah his wife died 
a 16, 1774. His Doser are in Middleborough, Lake- 


50 THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


(42) Jacob, b. July 7, 1724; died March 24, 1736. 

The Hoar family were buried in the Caswell burial-ground 
in East Taunton, and from the dates on their *tomb-stones I 
learn they died as above stated. The dates of their births 
and marriages were copied from the town records of Middle- 
borough. Major Peter Hoar, an officer of the Patriot 
army in the American Revolution, was a son of Robert Hoar 
(No. 40) and 2d wife Judith Tinkham. Maj. Peter Hoar 
died March 12, 1815, aged 60 years, and was buried in the 
- cemetery of the Peirce family in Middleborough, now Lake- 
ville. A more extended notice of Maj. Hoar will be given 


hereafter. He left no children. ‘Was one of the most ex- 


cellent of the earth. 


AprauaM Perrce (No. 18) and wife had: 

(43) Abraham, b. ; m. Rebecca Newell. He lived 
and died in Pembroke. 

(44) Christopher, b. 


; m. Lydia Magoun, of : 


Tradition says he was a soldier in the war of the American’ 
Revolution, and also that he lived to the advanced age of © 


_ ninety years. | 
(45) Daniel, b. in 1768 ; m. Elizabeth Peterson. He was 


master of a vessel in the merchant service, and died at Rich- - 


mond, Va., May 15,1799. She died Feb. 19, 1864, aged 
94 years. | 
JosepH Perrce (No. 19) 
Resided both at Pembroke and Duxbury, a part of his 


children’s births being registered at Pembroke and a part at « 


Duxbury, and that of son Joseph at both places. 

JosEPH Prrrce (No. 19) and wife Ottve had: 

(46) Jacob, b. Oct. 6, 1769. (Pembroke town records.) 

(47) Hannah, b. June 6, 1771. s $s Hy 

(48) Abigail Peterson, b. March 17, 1773. (Pembroke 
town records.) 

(49) Joseph, b. July 25, 1774. (Duxbury and Pem- 
broke records. ) 


ros 
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a 60) Luther, b. May 9, 1776. (Duxbury ot) 
-< (51) Calvin, b. July 26,1778.“ 


aa agp! Seth, b. March 7, 1786. cs * 


- ll Piet (No. 20) and wife Susannan Stevens had: 
- (53) David, b. Oct. 26, 1736, m. three times :—first, 
_ March 15, 1759, Bethiah Ingersoll, who died of a cancer 
> in 1792, aged 52; second, Mary Ingersoll, her sister; and 
third, Mrs. Elizabeth Gilbert, of Brookfield. He died in 
March, 1818. In his boyhood, David Peirce embarked upon 
the sea, well furnished by nature with the qualities that 
usually command success. He was enter prising, industrious, 
_ temperate and frugal, and consequently in early manhood 
accumulated sufficient means to become the owner of two 
_ vessels, engaged in the Labrador fishing, of one of which 
he himself was master. Continued success soon enabled 
him to increase this and engage in other branches of busi- 
ness, and to attain, finally, for wealth and extent of trade, 
_ the first rank among the merchants of the town of Glouces- 
ter. He shared with others in the losses which resulted to 
_ the colonial fishery and commerce from the disputes with 
4 the mother country, and hence the commencement of open 
hostilities in the war of the American Revolution found him 
considerably reduced in property. But he had still sufficient 
means left, that with the help of partners enabled him to 
build and fit out a large ship for privateering, which business 
he followed to the close of that sanguinary struggle, losing 
_ heavily at times, but was ultimately so greatly enriched by 
- it as to reéngage very extensively in his old maritime 

adventures. 

Upon the return of peace he entered upon a career of 
_ great commercial prosperity, and during a period of twenty 
years his enterprise was crowned with such eminent success 
as to place him among the most wealthy merchants of his 
time. Mr. Peirce’s property was once estimated by himself 
at three hundred thousand dollars. He owned several ships, 
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some of which were built expressly for his use, and one of 


these, of a burthen then unusual, was engaged in the whale 


ca 


fishery, while the rest were employed in the European and 


India trade. With a class of smaller vessels he carriéd on 
the West India trade and the fisheries. 

‘“‘ Mr. Peirce was the principal owner of the brig Gioucrs- 
TER, fitted out as a privateer in 1777.” ‘The Gloucester 
mounted 18 carriage guns, and had a crew of one hundred 
and thirty men, including officers.” ‘ Confident expecta- 
tions were entertained of a successful cruise ; but it was the 


unfortunate destiny of this vessel to go down at sea, with. 


nearly the whole company that embarked in her.” The — 


Gloucester, before being lost, had been quite successful, cap- 
turing the brig “ Two Friends,” a valuable prize, with a 


cargo of wine and salt. Upon the Banks of Newfoundland | 


she took a fishing brig called the “ Spark,” with fish and 
salt. ‘The loss of the Gloucester made sixty widows among 
the wives of the town of Gloucester alone, and the calamity 
overwhelmed the town with sadness and gloom. ‘To the 
mourners, the following winter was one of unutterable grief, 
which was somewhat exaggerated by the tales which super- 


stition bore to their dismal fire-sides, that the fate of their ; 
husbands and friends had been indicated by signs from the 


invisible world. 

Nothing daunted at the loss of the Gloucester, Mr. Peirce, 
the next year (1778), went again patiently to work, and with 
a little assistance from the people of Ipswich, fitted out a 
new ship of 400 tons *burthen, mounting 18 guns. So re- 


duced in circumstances had Mr. Peirce become from losses ° 


sustained before the war, added to now by the loss of the 
Gloucester, that it required nearly all his remaining capital 


to complete this new ship, which he named the ‘ General ~ : 


Stark,” which soon captured a schooner loaded with salt, and 
a ship called the ‘* Providence.” ‘‘ On the 5th of April, 1779, 
the General Stark sailed on her third cruise, the most im- 
portant enterprise of the kind, considering the size of the 
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= the number of men enlisted, and the general prepara- 
- tion ns for the edict which was undertaken in Gloucester 
dur uring the war.” She had a crew of 135 men and boys, and 
- mounted 18 guns. “On the 10th day out, she encountered 
a gale on the Grand Bank, during which one of the crew 
_ was lost.” Cruising to the eastward, she fell in with a brig 
from Limerick, loaded with beef, pork and butter. This 
vessel and cargo the Stark took and sent to Gloucester, 
where she arrived safe and gave great joy to the people, who 
were much in want of provisions at that time. The General 
Stark continued her cruise without seeing any of the enemy’s 
vessels till she reached the Westward Islands, where she 
made a ship and a brig to windward. The ship displayed 
an English ensign, and bore down for the General Stark, the 
brig following. ‘The General Stark outsailing the enemy, 
took in her light sails, and as soon as the British vessels 
came within gun shot, the ship was found to be a vessel 
_ mounting 28 guns, and the brig 14. Both vessels opened 
fire upon the Gen, Stark, eh returned it with a broadside 
-atlong shot. A running fight was kept up for some time, 
_ when the commander of the General Stark justly concluded 
that it would be only wasting ammunition, and uselessly ex- 
posing his men, to continue the action against such superior 
force (the enemy having 42 guns to his 18, or more than 
double his number), hauled off. The brig now rounded to,. 
to rake the Gen. Stark, but her shot fell short. The ship 
threw one shot into the Stark’s mizen mast, five through the 
_ boat on the booms, and one into her quarter. The General 
Stark succeeded in getting away, and then cruised to the 
_ eastward and made a sail which proved to be the British 
_ ship “ Porcupine,” of 14 guns. She struck and surrendered 
to the Gen. Stark without firmg a gun. Taking the guns 
and light sails of the Porcupine, the commander of the Stark 
gaye the captain of the Porcupine some provisions, and re- 
_ stored to him his vessel. The Gen. Stark next fell in with 


an English brig from Bristol, with an assorted cargo, which 
. 5* 
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was captured, and a few days after took a sloop bound to 
Oporto, which she divested of sails, cables and anchors, and. 
then sunk. After cruising a while off Cape Finisterre and 
down the Bay of Biscay, the Gen. Stark put into Bilboa to 
refit. Here the ship was stripped and her armament taken 
ashore, and a sickness, brought on board from the Bristol 
brig, was by the surgeon pronounced to be the yellow fever. 
This disease spread among the crew of the Gen. Stark, 
causing the death of several, and thirty at a time were con- 
fined in hospital. 

As soon as the Gen. Stark was ready for sea, the authori- 
ties at Bilboa offered the commander one thousand dollars- 
if he would go out in the bay and take a warlike vessel sup- 
posed to be an enemy’s cruiser. He accordingly sailed, and 
in a few days saw a brig and a lugger, the latter of which 
kept to the windward out of his way, but on speaking the 
brig he ascertained that the lugger was a Guernsey pri- 
vateer, and succeeded in decoying her to him by hoisting an 
English ensign. She immediately bore away and ran down 
under the lee of the Gen. Stark, and on bemg hailed gave 
the name of an English ship from Whitehaven. The crew 
of the Gen. Stark were then mustered to their quarters, the 
English ensign lowered and the American flag run up, and ~ 
the British vessel ordered to strike; instead of complying 
with which, the English vessel luffed, intending to cross the 
Stark’s fore foot and escape on the wind. But the Gen. 
Stark luffed at the same time, and gave the Englishman a 
broadside, upon which the latter surrendered. The prize 
was got to Bilboa, and sold for sixteen hundred dollars, to 
which was added the stipulated sum of one thousand dollars 
for taking her. 

From Bilboa the Gen. Stark sailed for home in July, aid 
when a few days out decoyed an English cutter, but while 
the lieutenant and boat’s crew were on board the Gen. Stark, 
her real character was discovered and the cutter escaped. 
Ten days later, after a severe chase she came up with the 
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; 


E - cutter, and the latter hauled up and prepared for action, and 


after a brave resistance of two hours, surrendered, having 


first sunk the mail she was carrying from Jamaica to Eng- 


<7 land. Her topmasts were all shot away by the Stark, six 


men killed and nine wounded. The Gen. Stark had one boy 
killed and five men wounded. The next prize taken was a 
brig loaded with fish, and bound from Newfoundland to Lis- 
bon. Of 14 guns the brig showed, 10 were found to be 
quakers, or wooden guns. Soon after the Stark took two 
brigs loaded with fish, and was prevented from making more 
prizes as she had twenty of her crew on the sick list, and 
was encumbered with eighty-four prisoners on board. 

The two next cruises of the Gen. Stark were not success- — 
ful, and on the last she encountered a severe gale and was 
compelled to throw overboard all her guns save five, with 
which she encountered an English ship of superior force, 
and was obliged to haul off and escaped. Her next cruise 
to the mouth of the St. Lawrence was successful, for she 


_ captured three English ships, the “ Detroit,” ‘ Polly,” and 


the ‘‘ Beaver.” On her next cruise, when out only one week, 
she was captured by the Chatham and carried to Halifax, 
and converted into an English Packet called the “* Antelope.” 
She was wrecked at the Pelew Islands. 

The other privateers owned by Mr. David Peirce were the 
* Wilkes,” which was captured and carried to Newfoundland, 
retaken and brought back, and when near the W. India 
Islands captured the second time. ‘The brig ‘“ Success,” like 
the Wilkes, was built by Mr. Peirce, and he sent her to the 
W. Indies as a letter of marque. She was captured on her 
way home, and carried to Halifax. Ship ‘“ Gloucester Pack- 
et,’ taken by the Gen. Stark, went to Cadiz as a letter of 


_ Marque, capturing a brig called the “ Mary,’ with a cargo — 


of flour. 

On the night of the 31st of March, 1782, the ship “ Har- 
riet,’ owned by Mr. David Peirce, and lying in the harbor of 
Gloucester, loaded for Curacoa, but having only two men on 
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board, was cut out by some men sent in from an English 14 
gun brig. Mr. Peirce, on rising from his bed on the morn- 
ing of April Ist, missed his ship, and discovered her out- 
side the harbor running off in an easterly direction, with a 
strong fair wind. No time was to be lost, and Mr. Peirce 
proceeded immediately to the meeting-house and rang the 
bell.. His ship “‘ Betsey” was then lying across the dock at 
the head of his wharf, having no goods or ballast on board, 
entirely dismantled, having her topmasts and rigging all 
down, leaving only her lower masts standing, and the tide 
was now at the lowest ebb. He determined to put this ves- 
sel in order and start in pursuit of the captured ship as soon. 
as the tide would serve. Volunteers in great numbers at- 
tended to the necessary preparations, and a crew of about 
one hundred were quickly enlisted for the enterprise, and as 
soon as there was sufficient water the ship moved from the 
dock, the men at work all the while on the rigging and 
bending sails. ‘The wind being light, she was assisted by 
tow boats in getting out of the harbor, Mr. Peirce being on 
board. Great was the joy of those on board, when at day- 
light the next morning they discovered the Harriet in charge 
of the English brig, and a black looking boat, apparently a 
fishing vessel. The Betsey had been pierced for 20 guns, 
and her armament was complete, and as soon as the Harriet — 
was overtaken she was given up with no effort on the part 
of the enemy to retain her. The Harriet was put under 
the charge of Mr. Peirce’s brother (Col. William Peirce), 
and both vessels arrived in Gloucester harbor the next after- 
noon, to the great joy of the inhabitants. 

The Gloucester Artillery Company, organized soon after 
the close of the Revolutionary war, received from Mr. Dayid 
- Peirce the present of a very elegant stand of colors. ‘The 
flag was presented at Mr. Peirce’s house, where the com- 
pany at his invitation partook of an ample and generous 
refreshment. | 

When at the age of three score and ten, as if fo mark the 
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instability of all worldly success, a series of misfortunes re- 


duced Mr. Peirce at once from affluence to bankruptcy. His 


most serious losses resulted from disasters to his ships, one 


of which, his last and best, with a valuable freight, was lost 
on the passage home from India, and the loss of the in- 
surance on this ship was.to him so ruinous as to close his 
commercial career. The great and sudden change in his 
circumstances might therefore be expected, considering the 
usual weakness of age, to cast a shadow over his future 
peace and happiness ; but it is said that he bore his trial 


with resignation, and did not allow the loss of property to 


tinge the evening of his life with the hues of sadness and 
discontent. Those who remember him in the days of his 
prosperity, speak of him as a man honest in all his dealings. 
The venerable merchant passed from his wealthy position to 
a state of dependence, in which he lived about ten years, 


and died March —, 1818, aged 81 years and four months. - 


(54) Joseph Peirce, b. at Gloucester, Mass., in 1747, and 


died at New Gloucester, Me., in 1837, aged about 90 years. 


To the history of Cape Ann, by Hon. John J. Babson, I am 
mainly indebted for what herein appears concerning the Glou- 
cester branch of the Peirce family, who have-most generally 


‘spelled their name Pearce. 


(55) William Peirce, b. Dec. 2, 1751. He was twice 
married. He died Feb. 3, 1845. Left an orphan at an early 


"age, he was provided for in the family of a maternal uncle, | 


receiving only such advantages of education as were com- 
mon at that time. 

Here he remained until old enough to commence a seafaring 
life. Good traits of character were early discoverable in 
him, and such were his habits of enterprise, such his saga- 
city and prudence, that even before reaching his majority he 
was employed by David his brother to assist in the manage- 
ment of the extensive business operations of the latter. 

_ At the age of twenty-one he attained to the command of 
a vessel engaged in the West India trade, which he pursued 
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with such success that in a few years he was enabled to estab- 
lish himself as a merchant. During the war of the Ameri- 
can Revolution he participated in the losses and profits of 
_privateering, being both builder and owner of the brig 
Friendship, which as a privateer captured, near the West 
Indies, a vessel of one hundred and thirty tons burthen, and. 
containing a cargo of rum. He also owned the schooner 
Speedwell, a privateer that captured nothing. 

‘When peace took place, he engaged in extensive com-_ 
mercial pursuits, which largely increased his property and 
elevated him, in the principal business marts of the world, — 
to rank with the most eminent merchants of New England. ~ 

‘“‘ His generosity was proverbial, and, as one of his many 
liberal acts, may be cited the gift of fifteen hundred dollars © 
towards the erection of a meeting-house in Gloucester in 
1805. At the reorganization of the militia of the State, soon 
after the close of the war of the Revolution, he was honor- 
ed with the commission of Colonel of the 3d Essex Regiment, 
and on the 3d of November, 1738, brought out his com- 
mand for exercise and review, no muster of that regiment hay- 
ing taken place till then for more than twenty years. ‘The 
regiment went through with their exercises to general satis- 
faction, and the evening was closed with convivial cheer, 
good fellowship, and a seasonable return home, after drink- — 
ing several patriotic sentiments, with a discharge of a field- 
piece by the Gloucester Artillery to each toast.” 

A prominent and distinguishing trait of character in the — 
Peirce family is casually exposed to view by Mr. Babson, in — 
his description of the tumultuous proceedings occasioned by 
the violent party spirit that prevailed in the county after the 
embargo of President Jefferson in 1806. At a town meet- 
ing in Gloucester, the two political parties struggled for the 
mastery through the day, and amid darkness until half past 
ten at night, and the floor of the church wherein the meet- 
ing was held he describes as presenting a scene of wild con- 
fusion and discord worthy of Pandemonium itself. ‘The lead- 
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" resort. But he adds, “ The Bio ruth not unreason- 
ably ¢. gale success, as they had the influence of the Pearce 
. Young ducks do not eg to water more sep arieons than 
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. JonaTHAN Prrrce (Ne 0. 21) 
4 WwW Tas porn at Gloucester April 24, 1719, and further we 
ave been unable to learn concerning him. 


ge: \ 


an Beiter PEIRCE (No. 22). 
ei orn a (probably at Gloucester) Aug. 14, 1725. 


Jonas NEWELL (No. 23), es 
a at aes in 1733, and his mother, . 


a J Exenezer Peirce (No. 24), 

ae Oldest son, and probably the first born child of Isaac 

Ta ce, Jr. (No. 11) and wife Judith Booth, was born in or 
about 1704. Whether in Duxbury (now Pembroke), or in 

adjoining town of Scituate, Mass., his eyes first saw the 

at, it is now impossible to determine with an exact cer- 
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The home of his father’s family was then (as had been for | 
nearly seventy years that of his ancestors) in Duxbury, 
Mass., but Judith his mother originated in Scituate, where her 
father, one of the substantial landholders of the colony, then 
resided. There are circumstances that lead to the belief 
that Isaac, who imitating his illustrious namesake from the 
plains of Mamre declined to take a wife from the daugh- 
ters of those among whom he dwelt, did, like Jacob, take 
up his residence with the bride’s father. But whether in — 
his family father Abraham the puritan, in imitation of Abra- 
ham the patriarch, delegated the business of match-making 
to the eldest servant, we are wholly unadvised, although from 
the blind zeal that governed many of the acts and gave a — 
tone to the conduct of Isaac Peirce, Jr. in subsequent life, , 
we are led to think that even such a precaution could not 
be characterized as “ love’s labor lost.” : 

It is not improbable that from his marriage in or near 
1702, to the purchase of lands in Taunton and Middleborough 
with Benjamin Booth, his wife’s brother (Jan. 23, 1709), — 
Isaac Peirce, Jr. resided (at least part of the time) at Sci- 
tuate, and that there the son Ebenezer was born. Ebenezer 
was some six years of age at the date of his father’s removal 
to Middleborough (now Lakeville), and one circumstance of 
. that journey ever remained fresh in his memory. It was 
the stopping to rest and feed the team and eat dinner ata 
brook that crossed the path near the foot of a steep hill. 
That hill is the Thompson Hill, so called, in Lakeville, and 
cooling draughts from the clear waters of that babbling 
brook have not yet ceased to afford refreshment and comfort 
to tired beasts or weary travellers. So noted, in fact, had 
this spot become as a resting and feeding place, that land ~ 
titles of that section ea premises as being near 
“ Baiting Brook.” 

EBENEZER Perrce (No. 4) and wife Mary Hosxms had : 

(56) John, b. in 1731; m. three times. First, July 17, 
1755, to Sarah, eldest daughter of Capt. John Rounseyill, of _ 
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v it Freetown, Bristol county, Mass., granddaughter of 
j Ponnsoxil the emigrant, and great-granddaughter of 
Villiam Rounsevill, of Honnetun in Devonshire county, 
Ingland Sarah died Oct. 25, 1774, and was buried in West 
Mi Reiéroush, now Lakeville, Plymouth county, Mass., 

here a decent slate-stone bearing an inscription marks her 
grave Married, 2d, Aug. 31, 1775, Lucy Ashley, of Mid- 
dle deborough She died at Shutesbury, Franklin county, Mass., 
. 8, 1799, was buried in the cemetery near that village, 
4 Tas 9 a suitable grave-stone. Married, 3d, Elizabeth Reed, 


: - years 10 months and 2 days, and eoetitas says 
‘ and his last wife were buried there; but nei-’ 
have grave-stones, nor have his lineal descendants 
din pointing out to me with a, his BENG: 


0 a war, and in an Amos Washburn’s company in 
volution. Was collector of taxes in Middleborough. 
( Abial, b. Sept. 10, 1733 ; m. twice. First, in 1758, 
(0 Hannah, daughter of William Canedy, Esq., of Middlebo- 
h, and granddaughter of Alexander Canedy, a Scotch 
nt. Hannah died June 10, 1783, aged 46 years, and 
buried in South Middleborough. Has a good grave- 
». Married, 2d, Dec. 30, 17838, Mrs. Theodora, the 
w of Lieut. Josiah Robinson, of Raynham, and daugh- 
ter of Maj. Richard Godfrey, of Taunton. She was a sister of 
that celebrated physician “old Dr. Godfrey,” and aunt to one 
ir scarcely less note, viz., Doct. Jones Godfrey, of Taunton, 
Me oo Abial was a private soldier under Gen. John Wins- 
7, in the expedition to Acadia for the removal of the neu- 
gal French, Sept., 1755; and war between England and 
ance being declared June 9, 1756, Abial again enlisted 
to the provincial army July 15, 1756, in the company of 
ay pt. Samuel N. Nelson. Was made Corporal in 1759, and 
2 nissioned a Lieutenant May 4, 1759, and promoted to 


faptain in 1760. He was also captain of one of the three 
z: 
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companies of ‘‘ minute men,”* at Middleborough, that so 
promptly responded to the first call of our country on the 
ever memorable 19th of April, 1775, and soon after raised 
and commanded a company in the Continental army im regi- 
ment of Col. Nicholas Dike.t Capt. Abial was a tax col- 


lector in Middleborough. He died Dec. 26, 1811, and was’. 


buried in« South Middleborough, near the famous muster 
field called “‘Muxum Ground.” His grandson Nathaniel 
S. Peirce is taking measures to erect a suitable monument 
over the grave. . 

(58) Judith, b. Feb. 24, 1736; m. her first cousin, Lieut. 
Melatiah Hathaway, Jr., of Dartmouth, Mass. She died 
Noy. 6, 1824, aged 88 years 7 months and 13 days. He died 
Jan. 8, 1808. He derived his title from having held a lieu- 


* Copy of the Roll of Capt. Abial Peirce’s company of ‘‘ minute men”? that respond- 


ed to the alarm, April 19, 1775, and record thereof made in the office of the Secreta-_ 


ry of State, Boston : 


Abial Peirce, Captain; Joseph Macomber, Ist Lieut.; Benjamin Darling, 2d 


Lieut. ; Josiah Smith, Richard Peirce, Elias Miller, Jr., and Job Macomber, Ser- 
- geants; Bachellor Bennett, Jedediah Lyon, Samuel Eddy, and John Bly, Corporals ; 
Caleb Simmons, Drummer; Nathaniel Foster, Fifer. ; 

Privates—Job Peirce, Samuel Hoar, David Thomas 2d, Michael Mosher, Jesse 
Pratt, Jacob Hayford, Job Hunt, Henry Bishop, Consider Howland, Noah Clark, 
Cornelius Haskins, John Rogers, Lebbeus Simmons, Caleb Wood, John Boothe, 
Ithamer Haskins, John Reynolds, Nathaniel Macomber, Levi Jones, Josiah Smith 
Jr., Malachi Howland Jr., Zachariah Paddock Jr., Rufus Howland, Silva. Purrinton, 
John Fry Jr., John Douglas Jr., Ebenezer L. Bennett, Samuel Miller, Isaac Ken- 
nedy, Daniel Reynolds, Rufus Weston, Ziba Eaton, Isaac Miller, Nehemiah Peirce, 
Samuel Bennett, Joshua Thomas, Calvin Johnson, Joshua Read, Cryspus Shaw, 
James Willis, Sylvanus Churchill, Samuel Macomber, Richard Omey, Israel Thomas, 
Ichabod Read, Samuel Ransom, Daniel Jucket.—Recapitulation : commissioned 
officers, 3 ; non-commissioned, 8; musicians, 2; privates, 47. Total, 60. 

+ Roll of Captain Abial Peirce’s Company, in Col. Nicholas Dike’s Regiment :— 


Abial Peirce of Middleborough, Captain. Jonathan Willis, Lieut. ; Samuel Pool, 
2d Lieut.; William Basset, Ensign—all of Bridgewater. Nathan Alden of Bridge- 
water, Josiah Harlow, Middleborough, Hannibal Hammond, Rochester, and Barnabas 
Bump of Wareham, Sergeants. James Peirce, Middleborough, Jephtha Pool, Abing- 
ton, James Alger, Bridgewater, and, William Wiltshire of Rochester, Corporals. 
Samuel Allen, Drummer; Joseph Whitman, Fifer—both of Bridgewater. Privates : 


of Abington, John Cobb, Matthew Noyes, Joshua Pool and Ephraim Whitman; of — 


Bridgewater, Jail Edson, Radiel Edson, Barzillai Field, Jos. Muxum, Stephen Pet- 
engill, Jeremiah Pratt, Simeon Pratt, J Packard, James Shaw, Philip Warren, 
Abiezer Washburn, Benj. Washburn, Isaac Washburn, Ephraim Washburn, Eben’r 
Whitman, Oliver Harris, Samuel Lothrop, Amasa Packard; of Middleborough, 
Joseph Boothe, Wm. Briant, Ebenezer Borden, James Bump, Isaac Billington, 
Ichabod Cushman, John Fry, Nathan Hoskins, Jonathan Leonard, Timothy Leonard, 
John Harlow, Nathan Peirce, John Redding, Jos. Richmond, Benjamin Reynolds, 
Samuel Snow, Jacob Sherman, Ichabod Wood, Andrew Warren, Abner Washburn, 
Solomon Thomas, Japhet Le Baron ; of Rochester, Job Chadwick, Allen Sears, Jo- 
seph D——, Thomas Swift, Seth Pope, Benj. Hammond, Barzillai Hammond, Josiah 
Hacket ; of Wareham, Roland Sturtevant, David Sanders, Stephen Swift. 
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; .. s commission in the local militia of Dartmouth. He 
was a member (from Dartmouth) of the Convention at Bos- 
. ton in 1788, and he voted against ratifying the federal 
constitution. 
| (59) Job, b. Nov. 29,1737; m. twice. First, May 18, 1761, 
to Elizabeth Rounsevill, of East Freetown. She was a 
| BP xouchicr of William Rounsevill, of that town, and wife Eh- 
zabeth Macomber, of East Taunton, granddaughter of Philip 
Rounsevill the emigrant, and great-granddaughter of William 
Rounsevill, of Honnetun, Devonshire county, Eng. She was 
born Aug. 25,1743, and died at Middleborough, June 9, 1790. 
_ She was sister to Levi Rounsevill, Captain of minute men at 
Lexington alarm,* also Captain in 9th regiment of the Con- 
tinental army. Married, 2d, Oct:, 1799, to Mrs. Elizabeth, 
widow of Lieut. Robert Strobridge (who at his death was the 
wealthiest man in Middleborough). She was a daughter of 
William Nelson, of Middleborough, and wife Elizabeth 
Howland, and born in 1750, granddaughter of Thomas Nel- 
son and wife Hope Higgins, sister to three distinguished 
ministers of the Calvinist Baptist denomination, viz., Rev. 
William Nelson of Norton, Rev. Samuel Nelson of Rayn- 
ham and Middleborough, and Rey. Ebenezer Nelson of Nor- 
ton, South Reading and Middleborough, and aunt to Rev. 
Ebenezer Nelson, Jr., of Lynn, Mass. She died March 22, 


* A Muster Roll of Captain Levi Rounsevill’s Minute company, that marched on 
the 19th of April, from Freetown, in the County of Bristol : 
Levi Rounsevill, Captain; Samuel Taber and Nathaniel Morton, Lieutenants ; 
John White and Consider Crapo, Sergeants ; Joshua Lawrence and Seth Hilman, 
_ OCorporals.—Privates : Philip Taber, Uriah Peirce, Benjamin Lawrence, Abial Cole, 
Consider White, Jesse Kean, Jacob Benson, John Clark, John Braley, Percival Ash- 
ley, Ichabod Johnson, Micha ’Ashley, Seth Morton, Jeff. Sachems, Izurell ‘Haskell, Louis 
De *Moranville; Abram Ashley, Chas. De Moranville, Aaron Seekel, Abner Haskins, 
Benj’n Runnels, Thomas Rounsevill, Peter Cr apo, Ji oseph Hacket. Recapitulation : 
commissioned officers, 3; non-commissioned officers, 4; privates, 24. Total 31. 
_ ‘This was the only company that went from Teton on that occasion. 
The above is a true copy of the names borne on Capt. Rounseyill’s Roll, as 
recorded in the office of the Secretary of State, Boston. 
rid Capt. Levi Rounsevill was father of Rev. Wm. Rounsevill, who represented the 
town of Freetown for ten successive years in the General Sonat at Boston, and great- 
grandfather of Rev. Wm. R. Alger, of Boston. Lieut. Nathaniel Morton was grand- 
_ father of Hon. Marcus Morton, piers Governor of Massachusetts. Private Peter 
Crapo was grandfather of Col. Henry H. Crapo, Governor of Michigan. 
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1846, aged about 96 years. Job Peirce served as a private 
soldier in a detachment of the local militia of Middleborough, 
sent to reinforce fort William Henry in 1757, and enlisted 
into the army April 5, 1758, reénlisted April 6, 1759, and 
March 24, 1762; receiving an honorable and final discharge 
from the military service under the King, March 14, 1763. 
He also served as a private soldier in a company of “minute 
men” commanded by his brother Capt. Abial Peirce, on the 
occasion known as the Lexington alarm (April 19 and 20, 
1775). He soon after received the commission of Second 
Lieutenant in the continental army, in which capacity he servy- 
ed at Roxbury, in Capt. Nathaniel Wood’s company,” of Col. 
Simeon Cary’s regiment, in 1776> May 9, 1776, he was 
appointed Captain of the 4th company of the local militia in 
Middleborough ; and on the “ secret expedition,” so called, 
in Rhode Island in 1777, he was a Captain in Col. Theophilus 
Cotton’s regiment,} with acompany of 92 men. He was 


*<* A Roll of Capt. Nathaniel Wood’s company, in Col. Simeon Cary’s regiment, 
Roxbury, April 1, 1776 ’’ (See records in office of Secretary of State) : 


Nathaniel Wood, Captain ; Joseph Tupper, Ist Lieutenant ; Job Peirce, 2d Lieu- 
tenant ; Jesse Vaughn, Ensign ; Caleb Bryant, Andrew McCulley, William Bennet 
and Joseph Holmes, Sergeants ; Nathaniel Sampson, Josiah Jones, Benjamin Reed, 
John Samson, Corporals; Sylvan. Raymond, Drummer; Daniel White, Fifer.— 
Privates: Joseph Aldrich, Philip Austin, Isaac Bryant, Stephen Bryant, Ebenezer 
Bennet, Ebenezer Barden, David Bates, Benjamin Cobb, Gideon Cushman, Robert 
Cushman, Abel Cole, Abel Cole, Jr., James Cobb, George Caswell, Jonathan Cas- 
well, Zeb. Caswell, George Clemens, Nathan Darling, Paul Dean, Ephraim Dun- 
ham, Sylvanus Eaton, Zibe Eaton, Thomas Ellis, Ephraim Eddy, Andrew Fuller, 
Thomas Foster, Edward Gisby, John Holmes, George (Hacket?) Joshua Howland, 
John Jones, Gonsider Jones, [Thomas Jonson, Jonathan Morse, John Macomber, 
Will. Pecker, John Raymond, Lemuel Raymond, Isaac Rider, Nathan Richmond, 
Daniel Shaw, Nathaniel Shaw, Aaron Simmons, Josiah Smith, Ezra Smith, James 
Soule, Barnabas Samson, John Strobridge, George Strobridge, Samuel Thatcher, 
* Samuel Thatcher, Jr., Eliph. Thomas, Eleazer Thomas, David Thomas, Benjamin 


Thomas, Silas Townsend, John Thomas, Amos Wood, Peter Wood, Abner Vaughn, 


Ephraim Wood, Robert Wood, Jacob Wood, Samuel Wood, Andrew Warren, David 
Shaw, Thomas Shaw. : 


t Capt. Job Peirce’s company in Col. Theophilus Ootton’s regiment, in service at 
Rhode Island, as copied from records in the office of the Secretary of State : 


Job Peirce, Captain ; Sergeants, Peter Hoar, Consider Howland, Joseph Bumpus ~ 


and Archipas Leonard ; Corporals, Isaac Canady, Samuel Maxim, Samuel Thacher 
and Samuel Pickens ; Musician, Nath’] Macomber.—Privates : Abner Alden, Solo- 
mon Bolton, John Boothe, Solomon Beals, John Benson, Isaac Benson, Joseph Ben- 
nett, William Briant, Abijah Briant, Ephraiam Campbell, Noble Canady, Simeon 
Coombs, Isaac Churchill, Joseph Churchill, Barnabas Gaswell, Lot Katon, Nathan 
Eaton, Israel Eaton, Abiel Edson, Cornelius Ellis, John Hacket, Thomas Haskins, 
Joshua Haskins, Bradock Hoar, Joshua Howland, Thos. Haffords, Lazarus Hathaway, 
Peleg Hathaway, Micha Hammond, William Holmes, George Howland, Nathaniel 
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esc | in the field to resist the Brine troops, and aided to re- 


ulse them and frustrate their attempts to burn Fairhaven, 


e 17, 1778. 


Capt. Job Peirce died July 22, 1819, aged 81 years 7 


months 23 days. He and both his wives have suitable 


grave-stones, bearing legible inscriptions. His remains, with 


_ those of his first wife, are interred in the family cemetery, 


upon the farm he owned and occupied in Middleborough, 
now Lakeville, and those of his last wife in the cemetery 
west of Assawomset*Pond in Lakeville, formerly called the 
Nelson burial-ground. All his children were by first wife. 
Capt. Job Peirce, like the early king of Israel, was consid- 
erably taller than his fellows, never fleshy, but having bone 
and sinew enough to make him avery strong man. He was 
proverbially industrious and laborious, and took great pride 
in excelling his neighbors in the amount of his farm 
produce. ; 

He was a singularly conscientious man, and carried his 
honest convictions into practical life. One of these was, that 


-afarmer had no moral right to leave a piece of ground poorer 


than he found it, as this was sinning against posterity, 
‘one of those “sins of the fathers” certain to be visited 


upon the children; and he managed therefore to get large 


crops and keep up or improve the land at one and the same 


time. 


Like his two older brothers, he was sometimes chosen by 
the town as tax collector, and at a time, too, when collecting 
taxes was no holiday affair. ‘The law then was almost pow- 


SGT OE PRESSE ENE See a eae ner a 
Haskins, Jethro Keith, Moses Leonard, Perez Leonard, John Macomber, William 
Morton, Isaac Morse, ‘Nathan Peirce, Hilkiah Peirce, ’ Bliphalet Peirce, Richard 
Peirce, Samuel Pratt, Thomas Paddock, James Perry, Joseph Perry, William Pickens, 
Thomas Pickens, Stephen Robinson, Benjamin Reynolds, Elections Reynolds, Joseph 
Rié¢éhmond, Ezra "Richmond, Seth Richmond, Job Richmond, John Rickard, Samuel 
Reed, Lemuel Raymond, James Raymond, Stephen Russell, William Strobridge, 
William Simmons, Jacob Sherman, Zephaniah Shaw, Chipman Shaw, Joshua Smith, 
Seth Sampson, David Trouant, John Townsend, Elias Townsend, ‘Josiah Thomas, 
Enoch Thomas, Nathan Warren, Abner Weston, John Willis, Elkanah W ood. 
Deserters :—Solomon Dunham, Josiah Howard, Job Hall, Benjamin Haskell, John 


Jones, William Le Baron, Abial Smith. Recapitulation :—Commissioned, 1; non- 
commissioned, 8; musician, 1; privates, 83. ‘Total, 93. 
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erless except in the hands of a strong and determined man, 
‘ and Capt. Job Peirce was both, and hence made an efficient 
officer. 

(60) Anna, b. ; m. twice. First, Aug. 23, 1757, 
to Abial Cole, of Middleborough. She d.at Kast Freetown, 
Sept. —, 1806. He d. at Shutesbury, in or near 1781, 
leaving his family in such destitute circumstances that Capt. 
Job Peirce (No. 59) removed them to Freetown, or Middle- — 
borough, where Anna m. Thomas Rounsevill, of Freetown. 
Abial Cole appears at one time to have owned a small farm, 
’ lying in Freetown and Middleborough, but spent that and 
died in penury, leaving his family to be cared for by kindred, 
or supported at the public charge. Abial was a Sergeant 
in Capt. Benjamin Pratt’s company, in service In 1758; a 
private soldier in Capt. Levi Rounsevill’s company of ‘‘ minute 
men,’ April, 1775, and in Capt. Manasseh Kempton’s com- 
pany, Col. Carpenter’s regiment, dn 1777. Tradition in- 
forms that Anna was buried at East Freetown, but no stone 
bearing an inscription marks the grave. She was a member ~ 
of the Calvinist Baptist church in Shutesbury, from which 
she received a letter of dismission and recommendation to 
the Calvinist Baptist church in Dartmouth, of which Daniel 
Hix was pastor. Mr. Hix and that church soon after be- 
came Christian Baptists. 

(61) Henry, b.in 1743; m.twice. First, March, 1768, to — 
Salome Hinds, dau. of Rev. Ebenezer Hinds, the earliest 
pastor of the second Calvinist Baptist church in Middle- 
borough. She d. June 17, 1784. He m. second, March 17, 
1785, Deborah, dau. of Job Chase, of Middleboreugh. 
She d. Dec. 23, 1849. Henry d. Jan. 22, 1791, and he 
with his wives were buried in the ancient cemetery near 
Assawomset pond, in Lakeville, and all have suitable grave- 
stones bearing proper inscriptions. His estate was rendered 
insolvent. He was a private soldier in the company of his 
brother, Capt. Abial Peirce, in 1760, and in Capt. Ephraim 
Holmes’s company, in 1762, in last named of which his 
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: ; ep Job Peirce (No. 59) was his companion in arms. It 


was probably when returning from that expedition that a 
circumstance occurred which furnished material for the fol- 


lowing traditional story. Being on board a vessel they were 
visited, as was then the usual custom, by Neptune, the god of 


the sea, who, clad in the habiliments of salt water authority 
and seating himself on the head of a water cask, commanded 
strict ‘search to be made for, and the brmging immediately 
before him of all who had never before ventured upon his 
liquid realm, that tliey might receive initiation, which con- 
sisted in lathering the face with a vile mixture of excrement ‘ 
and stale grease, and scraping it off with an iron hoop, and 
concluding the ceremony by throwing the victim backwards 
into a tub of cold water. Entreaty on the part of the green 
ones was of no avail, and the boy Henry, shuddering with 
dread, witnessed the revolting and disgusting spectacle, as 
one after another were caught and forced to submit to the 


“initiating process, amid the derisive shouts of their perse- 


cutors. Momentarily expecting his own turn would come, 
Henry appealed to his tall, smewy brother Job (who stood 
aloof and took no part in the matter) for protection. Henry’s 


turn came, but he had fled behind his guardian spirit, and 
he who attempted to lay hands on him received, as the first 
‘salutation, a blow from Job’s great fist that sent him reeling, 


while in quick succession a second and a third measured 


their lengths upon the deck, stunned by his heavy blows. 


The sport was rapidly going over to the other branch of the 
assembly, for Job, with great composure of feature, exhibit- 
ing no anger, knocked them stiff as fast as they came and 
before they had time to seize and hold him. Neptune now 
interfered, and called off his. combatants, with the remark, 
“this is sport for the few, but death to the many, and dis- 
cretion is the better part of valor.” | 

In the opening scenes of the war of the Revolution, Henry 


_ Peirce was a private soldier in Capt. Isaac Wood’s company of 


“minute mer.” Commissioned Lieut. in Capt. Levi Rounse- 


~ 


ss 
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vill’s company,* in the 9th continental regiment, in 1775, 
Capt. in Col. Cotton’s regiment,t in service at Rhode Island 
in 1777, and also Capt. in the regiment of Lieut. Col. 
Ebenezer White,t at Rhode Island, in August, 1780. At 
the re-organization of the local militia of Middleborough 
after the adoption of the State constitution, he was com- 


* Capt. Levi Rounsevill’s Company in 9th Regiment of Continental Army, as 
copied from the records in office of Secretary of State, Boston, dated October, 1775: 


Levi Rounsevill of Freetown, Captain; Henry Peirce of Middleborough, Lieuten- 
ant ; Samuel Taber of Freetown, Ensign. Sergeants: Joseph Macomber, Job Hunt 
and David Trouant of Middleborough, and John White of Freetown. Corporals: 
‘ Hilkiah Peirce of Middleborough, Zurel Haskell of Dartmouth, Micha Ashley of 
Freetown, and Richard Peirce of Middleborough. Drummer, Leonard Hinds of 
Middleborough ; Fifer, Zadoc Peirce of Freetown.—Privates: of Dartmouth—Wm. 
Fisher, Abraham Fisher, Jesse Keen, Thomas Wescott; Freetown—Noah Ashley, 
Jeptha Ashley, Thomas Amos, Jolin Braley, Jacob Benson, Timothy Borden, Josiah 
Bowen, Jesse Briggs, John Clark, Alderman Crank, George Davis, Joshua Davis, — 
Samuel Evans, William Evans, Abner Holmes, Eliphalet Haskins, Benjamin Ingra- 
ham, Timothy Ingraham, Joshua Lawrence, Jabez Lumbart, Reuben Mason, Uriah 
Peirce, William Parker, James Page, Daniel Page, Gideon Bemus, Aaron Seckel, 
Thomas Street, Jeff Sachems, Philip Taber, Charles Tobey, Benjamin Wescott, 
Samuel West, Simeon White ; Middleborongh— William Armstrong, Joseph Boothe, 
Ephraim Douglass, Henry Evans, Anthony Frey, Levi Simmons, Nathan Trouant.— 
Recapitulation : commissioned officers, 3; non-commissioned and music, 10; pri- 
vates, 45. Total, 58. 


+ Capt. Henry Peirce’s Company in Col. Theophilus Cotton’s Regiment, entered 


March 4th: 


Henry Peirce, Captain; Peter Hoar, Lieutenant ; George Shaw, Ensign. Non- 
commissioned officers and musicians: Amasa Wood, Daniel Ellis, Joseph Wood, 
Roland Leonard, George Hackett, William Hall, James Le Baron, Nathaniel Cole, 
‘Israel Eaton, Haziel Purinton.—Privates: Churchill Thomas, Jeremiah Thomas, An- 
drew Cobb, Samuel Sampson, James Palmer, Elijah Shaw, David Fish, Jacob Soule, 
Hazael Tinkham, Jabez Vaughan, Samuel Barrows, Joseph Bennett, John Morton, 
John Morton, 2d, Roland Smith, Rounsevill Peirce, Peter Thomas, Edmund Weston, 
Joseph Tupper, Lemuel Lyon, William Littlejohn, Daniel Cox, Thomas Pratt, 
David Pratt, Abial Boothe, Ebenezer Howland, Josiah Kingman, Jacob Perkins, 
Luther Pratt, Seth Wade, Noah Haskell, Lemuel Raymond, Manasseh Wood, 
Francis Le Baron, Asaph Churchill, Samuel Thomas, Nathaniel Thomas, Edward 
Washburn, William Bly, Joseph Macomber, Lemuel Briggs, Jonathan Wescott, 
Ephriam Dunham, Isaac Harlow, Nathaniel Cobb, Andrew Ricket, Jonathan Por- 
ter, James Porter, James Sprout, John Thrasher.—Recapitulation: commissioned, 
3; non-commissioned and musicians, 10-; privates, 50. ‘Total, 63. 

{ Capt. Henry Peirce’s Company in Lt. Col. White’s Regiment : 

Henry Peirce, Captain; Peter Hoar, Lieutenant; Ezra Clark, Ensign. Non- — 
commissioned officers : Ebenezer Hinds, Robert Hoar, Joseph Boothe, Nathaniel 
Macomber, Benjamin Booth, Henry Edminster, Ebenezer Hayford.—Privates: Jo- 
siah Holloway, Ezra Reynolds, John Reynolds, Benjamin Reynolds, Elections Rey- 
nolds, Isaac Reynolds, Enos Reynolds, Kbenezer Howland, Samuel Howland, John 
Howland, Joshua Howland, Eseck Howland, John Hoar, John Hollaway, Richard 
Parris, Samuel Parris, Uriah Peirce, George Peirce, Seth Simmons, Lebbeus Sim- 
mons, Jacob Sherman, Earl Sears, Nathan Trouant, Daniel Collins, John Church, 
Roger Clark. _ Recapitulation: commissioned officers, 3; non-commissioned, 7; 
privates, 26. Total, 36. 
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| Pe I nissioned. Capt. of the 7th company* in that town, July ', 


Be / (62) Mary, b. ; m. Oct. 19, 1764, Benjamin 

per’ (Spooner, Jr., of Middleborough. He owned and occupied 
a farm near Elder’s pond, in Middleborough, now Lakeville, 
still known as the ‘‘ Spooner Place.” He was a soldier in 
the English army engaged in the French and Indian war. 
In the war of the Revolution, he served as clerk in Capt. 
Amos Washburn’s company of militia, both in Rhode Island 

_ and at New Bedford, but only a brief period at either place,, 
as the local militia were never kept long in the field. 

(63) Seth, b. in or near 1747. He was four times mar- 
ried. First, Nov. 9, 1769, to Huldah, dau. of Nathaniel 
Sampson, of Middleborough, now Lakeville. Her father’s 

_house stood upon the spot now occupied by the residence of 
Cyrus Nelson. Huldah d. at Hardwick, March 15, 1798. 
_ Married, second, Dec. 22,.1793, Rebecca, dau. of Colonel 
Timothy Paige,t of Hardwick. She d. Aug. 2,1795. Mar- 
ried, third, in 1796, Abigail Hinkley, of Brookfield. She d. 
Dec. 30, 1797, aged 37 years. She was a sister of Hon. 
Samuel Hinkley, Judge of Probate for the county of Hamp- 


* The original May Inspection Return of Capt. Henry Peirce’s Company in the 
local militia of Middleborough was found among the papers of Col. John Nelson, 
more than sixty years after the Colonel’s death. The following is a true copy of 
the names borne upon that return : 

__ ‘Prain’g Band, Henry Peirce, Captain; Peter Hoar, Lieutenant. Sergeants; 
Robert Hoar, Wm. Canedy, Bradock Hoar, — Howland. Corporals: Lebbeus Sim- 
mons, Seth Simmons. Privates: Stephen Hathaway, James Peirce, Enos Peirce, 
George Peirce, Simeon Peirce, Seth Keen, Joseph Keen, Philip Hoskins, John Allen, 
Josiah Holloway, Samuel Parris, Isaac Parris, Moses Parris, Seth Borden, William 
Strobridge, John Hoskins, John Thrasher, Joseph Boothe, Benjamin Boothe, Eben- 
ezer Hafford, Barnabas Clark, Samuel Record, Isaac Smith, Jonathan Hafford, Sam- 
uel Howland, Henry Edminister, Consider Howland, Ebenezer Howland, Rufus 
Howland, Eseck Howland, John Hoar, Wm. Hoar, Isaac Hathaway, David Pratt, 
Seth Ramsdell, Jacob Sherman, David Bramin. Alarm list: Daniel Jucket, Joseph 
Boothe, Lieut. Josiah Smith, Nathaniel Clossen, Job Chase, Lieut. Ezra Clark, 
Richard Peirce, Abraham Peirce.—Recapitulation: Train Band, 45; Alarm list, 
8. Total, 53.—The Return was made to John Nelson, Esq., then Col. of* the local 
regiment of militia to which Capt. Henry Peirce’s company belonged. 

+ Col. Timothy Paige, of Hardwick, was a representative to the General Court, 
Boston, in 1781, and his son, Timothy Paige, Hsq., was a representative to General 
Court seventeen years, viz., from 1805 till his decease, October 29, 1821. The father 

#was Colonel of the 4th regiment of local militia, of Worcester County, Ebenezer 


’ Newell being Lt. Colonel, and Asa Danforth, Major. 


* 


‘ 


70 THE PEIRCE FAMILY. +e 


shire, and David Hinkley, an opulent merchant of Boston. 
Married, fourth, Mary McFarlin, of Worcester, who sur- 
vived him. Seth d. at Hardwick, Feb. 25,1809. His death 
was occasioned by accidentally sticking a pen-knife into his 
knee. He was a private soldier in the company of “ minute . 
men” at Middleborough, commanded by Capt. Nathaniel 
Wood, and promptly responded at the Lexington alarm, and 
he afterwards commanded a company in the patriot army 
of the Revolution, which company was raised in the towns : 
of Northfield, Shutesbury, Leverett and New Salem.* | 
At the reorganization of the militia in 1781 he received : 
the commission of Captain of the local or standing company 
of infantry at Shutesbury.t He was one of the selectmen of 
Shutesbury four years, and representative to the General 
Court from Hardwick in 1806. Capt. Seth and three of his 
wives have suitable grave-stones at Hardwick. 
(64) Hopestill, b. June 27, 1748, old style; m. Feb. 11, 
1767, Stephen Hathaway, a house carpenter of Taunton. 


* Muster Roll of Capt. Seth Peirce’s Company, in Col. Seth Murray’s Regiment 
from the County of Hampshire. (See records at State House.) 


Seth Peirce of Shutesbury, Captain; James Lyman of Northfield, Ist Lieut. : 
John Samson of New Salem, 2d Lieut.; Zebina Montague of Leverett, 3d Lieut. ; 
Silas Bell of Leverett, Surgeon; Israel Russell, Ebenezer Damon, Joseph Vaughan 5 
and Nathaniel Brown, Sergeants. Solomon Gunn, Bezaleel Woods, William Weir 
and Jonathan Orcutt, Corporals. Seth Field and Phineas Field, musicians. Pri- 
vates: Asa Gould, Benjamin Doolittle, Eliphalet Stratton, Cephas Alexander, Eldad . 
Wright, James Scott, Joshua Lyman, Jonathan Belding, Moses Moore, Micha . 
Ramsdale, Sylvanus Woods, Pontius Lyman, Thaddeus Bancroft, David Ramsdale, 
John Flowers, Robert Ramsdale, John Bowen, Jedediah Rice, Jonathan Gardner, 
Wm. Montague, John Moore, Jahleel Farnan, Nodiah Alford, Bazaleel Wright, Ord 
Montague, Joseph Willard, Samuel Cadwell, George Totman, Joseph Briggs, Wil- 
liam Erving, Nathaniel Briggs, Francis Kidder, Jonas Houghton, Samuel Castle, 
Joseph Rose, Levi Benjamin, Moses Bardwell, Charles Eastman, Ezra Taylor, Elisha 
Tuttle, James Barnstead, Elisha Gunn, Joseph Rockwood, Absalom Harwood, Joseph 
French, Lysander Richardson, Daniel Curtis, Benjamin Page, Daniel B——, Nathan 
Walker, Eli Page, Matthew Martin, Nathan Davis, Amos Peirce, Amos Perry, 
William Eddy, Francis ——, Job Macomber, Jacob Briggs, Jacob Briggs, Jr.—Re- 
capitulation: commissioned officers, 5; sergeants,4; corporals, 4; musicians, 2; 
privates, 60. Total, '75. ; : 
This company was probably all raised in those towns that fell within the limits of ae 
Franklin County at the date of its incorporation, June 24, 1811. 
+ The date of Capt. Seth Peirce’s commission as Captain in the local militia of 
Shutesbury was July 1, 1781. (See Roster in Adj. General’s office, Boston.) 
My thanks are due to Rev. Lucius R. Paige, formerly of Hardwick, Mr. Job 
Peirce of Shutesbury, Mass., and to Hon. Philander Washburn of Middleborough, » 


for facts in the family history of Capt. Seth Peirce. 


~ 
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o Cae ‘She d. Jan. 10, 1841. He d. April 29, 1819, aged 73 years. 
_____He was a representative to the General Court from Taunton 
in 1801. The graves of Stephen Hathaway and wife are 
marked by very good stones. Nicholas Hathaway, the 
father of Stephen, was, in the “ times that tried men’s souls,” 
so troublesome a tory that he was confined for a while in 
prison, and his son Stephen was made quite unpopular with 
the whigs for his efforts to relieve the parent. 

(65) Ebenezer, b. ; neverm. Lost his life when a 
young man and a private soldier in the patriot army of the 
Revolution, being a member of Capt. Joshua White’s com- 
pany on duty at Newport, R. I. Tradition informs that his 
brother Job Peirce (No. 59), then a Captain in that army, 
caused the grave of the young soldier to be marked by a 
substantial stone, on which probably they 


“* carved not a line, 
But left him alone in his glory.”’ 


Isaac Peirce, Jr. (No. 11), the Quaker, as we have already 
remarked, was the slimmest link in the genealogical chain, 
but he had the good fortune to get an excellent wife, and 
hence the “ mother wit”’ in the children made them decided- 
ly superior to their father. That quality which in most of 
the family gave them commendable decision, with the little 
good sense Isaac Peirce, Jr. possessed amounted to downright 
obstinacy, and when, therefore, he learned that Ebenezer 
(No. 24), his first born son, had determined to marry out of 
the Quaker meeting, Isaac was just stupid enough to declare 
that he would disinherit him if he did. According to the 
English law then in force, the oldest son was entitled to a 
double portion. But in contending with this son he met an 
equal amount of unyielding determination, together with a 
vast deal more good sense than it was ever the lot or portion 
of the parent to enjoy. The threat to disinherit was there- 
_ fore disregarded by the son, who had evidently determined to 
_ “raise his Ebenezer,” and as it was a wife for himself, and 
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not for his father, that was sought, and he and not his father 
who was to marry her, and live with her, so he determined 
(and very justly too) that himself, and not his father, should 
be chiefly consulted. 

The day was therefore set, and Rev. Benjamin Rugeles, 
a clergyman of the Congregational denomination, performed 
the ceremony of uniting in marriage Ebenezer Peirce, of 
Middleborough, with Miss Mary Hoskins, of Taunton, Dec. 
13, 1728, being the date of their nuptials. | 


And then from the Quaker meeting came the offer of al- — 


lowing the groom to perform the farce so often repeated 


since, viz., of going before the religious assembly and con- 


fessing that he was sorry for what he had done. This would 


reinstate him in the Quaker meeting, and turn away his 
father’s wrath so that he would rescind the threat to disin- 
_herit. His manly refusal and persistent denial that he was 
sorry, but on the contrary glad, and hoped ever to remain so, 
although turned out of the Quaker meeting as he subse- 
quently was, and though he should fail to receive his just 
share in the property of his father as he did, has ever-made 


the writer proud to bear up his homely, old-fashioned . 


. Christian name. 

The wisdom of his choice could have no better proofs 
than the family she raised up, and the character of the 
children she bore him, it being a conceded point that 
mothers impart to their offspring more of character than 
fathers. Of a family of six sons, three fought the battles 
of their country in the French and Indian wars, one holding 
a military commission from the King. In the war for Inde- 
pendence the six were engaged, and four of the six were 
honored with commissions of captains under authority of 
the Continental Congress, and one as we have seen sacrificed 
his life for the attainment of those liberties we are now per- 
mitted to enjoy, and neither would accept a pension from 
the Government they had imperilled their lives to establish. 

Ebenezer Peirce, the parent (No. 24), was collector of 


* 


: { 
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ens in Middleborough in 1732, and his name appears on 


_ the records of that town in 1737, claiming the privileges 


Be ~ extended by law to the Anabaptists. 


Isaac Petrce (No. 25), 


Son of Isaac Peirce (No. 11) and wife Judith Booth, was 
b. in or about 1705; m. May 5, 1735, Deliverance Hollo- 
way, of Middleborough. He was commissioned, in 1762, 
Ensign of the fourth company of the local militia in Mid- 
dleborough, Joseph Leonard being Capt., and Thomas Nel- 
son Lieut. ‘This company belonged to the militia regiment 
of which George Watson, of Plymouth, was then Col., 
James Warren, of Plymouth, Lieut. Col., and Briggs Alden, 


of Duxbury, Major. Ensign Isaac Peirce d. sents 18, 1782. 


Deliverance, his wife, d. Oct. 11, 1801, aged 87 years. Both 

have substantial grave-stones bearing legible inscriptions. 
Ewsten Isaac Perrce (No. 25) and wife Detrverance had: 
(66) George, b. Oct. 16,1735; m. Sept. 14, 1757, Sarah 


Peirce (No. 101), a dau. of Shadrach Peirce (No. 31) and 


wife Abigail Hoskins. George d. July 17,1774. Sarah, 
the wife, d. April 20, 1778. 

(67) A child born that died in infancy. 

(68) Enos, b. Sept. 30, 1739; m. Dec. 28, 1785, Ruth 
Durfee, of Freetown. He d. July 29, 1794. She d. Oct. 
9, 1811, aged 52 years. 

(69) David, b. March 20, 1741; m. July, 1764, Abigail 
Hathaway, a dau. of Ensign Silas Hathaway, of Freetown, 
and wife Deborah Carlisle. David was commissioned En- 
sign of the first company of local militia in Freetown, Ben- 
jamin Reed being Capt. and Philip Hathaway Lieut. This 
company then belonged to the regiment of local militia of 


which Edward Pope, Esq. of Dartmouth (now. New Bed- 
ford) was Col., John Hathaway of Berkley Lt. Col., Syl- 


‘ee: 


vester Richmond of Dighton and Joshua Hathaway of 

Freetown Majors, and Isaac Hathaway Adjutant. Ensign 

David Peirce performed fourteen days’ military service at 
if ' 
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Rhode Island in Dec., 1776. He was accidentally killed, 
March 9, 1779, being crushed by a tree while felling timber 
in the forest. Abigail became the wife of Joshua Howland, 
of Freetown, March 3, 1789. Abigail d. : | 

Joshua Howland became insane and would neither speak 
nor eat, and died from starvation, April 12, 1821. 

(70) Silas, b. July 25,1744; m. Oct. 31, 1771, Anna 
Hathaway, of Taunton. She was a dau. of Melatiah Hatha- 
way and wife Anna Hoskins, and tradition accords to her — 
the reputation of being an excellent wife. Silas served nine 
days as a common soldier at Rhode Island in 1778, being a 
militia-man in the company of Capt. Amos Washburn of ~~ 
Middleborough, called temporarily into service at a time of | 
pressing need. He d. May 1, 1816, and was buried at Kast 
Freetown, not far from the residence of Charles A. Morton, 
Esq., and a decent slate with inscription still marks his 
grave. : 

(71) Lucy, b. May 28, 1755; m. Nov. 80, 1775, Capt. 
Samuel French, a leading and influential man of Berkley. 
He was born in 1752, and was elected town clerk of Berk- 
ley 5 years, selectman 3 years, assessor 2 years, school com- 
mittee 5 years, and was a trustee of the ministerial fund of 
the parish that then embraced the entire town. He served ~ 
a brief period in the patriot army ‘in the war of the Revolu- 
tion, and for a long time was a Deputy Sheriff for Bristol 
county. Hed. March 26, 1830, in the 79th year of his 
age. Lucy d. April 26, 1845. Their residence was the 
‘French Place,’ so called, in Berkley, for nearly a century 
the principal tavern between Taunton green and Assonet 
Village in Freetown. The father of Capt. Samuel, who 
also was quite a distinguished man, died at Berkley, Aug. 
20, 1775, in his 61st year. His death was occasioned by a 
camp fever he took while visiting his son Samuel, then 
serving in the patriot army. 
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EuisHa Perce (No. 26), 

Third son of Isaac Peirce, Jr. (No. 11) and wife Judith 
Spoth. was b. at date to me unknown, and m., Nov. 10, 
1738, Margaret, a dau. of John Pain of Freetown and wife 
Rebecca Davis, and granddaughter of Ralph Pain of that 
town. ‘This marriage sorely displeased Isaac the parent, 
and with far better reasons than had caused him to offer a 
like bitter opposition to the marriage of his eldest son Kben- 
ezer with Mary Hoskins of Taunton; for in the case of 
Elisha’s choice there was another and weightier objection 
than the fact that the bride was not born and reared a Quaker. 
Isaac Peirce, Jr., once at least seems to have had a valid 
reason for the exercise of his characteristic obstinacy, but 
the bigotry that made him so destitute of reason in the one 
case deprived him in a great degree of the public sympathy, 


when he attempted the exercise of that desirable quality, in 


the other, and to the chagrin caused by the marriage was 


added the annoyance of doggerel rhymes emanating from 
2 some ‘“‘ Beech Woods” Homer, Pope, Scott, or Whittier, of 
_ the neighborhood, rehearsing the disagreeable facts in lan- 


guage and spirit far removed from conciliatory or agreeable. 
This “‘ valid reason”’ for objection, we do not deem it within 
our proper limits to mention, but will refer the curious 
reader to the very strongly marked and corresponding traits 
of character exhibited by the children of this Margaret and 
those of her numerous sisters, and so far removed from the 
general tenor of thought and action in the Peirce family. 
But Isaac Peirce, Jr., like the quack with one idea, who gave 
pills to purge and also to set broken bones, administered to 
the son Elisha the same punishment in kind if not in quan- 
tity that had been dealt out to his elder brother Ebenezer. 

Something more than five years prior to the date of Elisha 
Peirce’s marriage, viz., May 28, 1733, Isaac his father, 
Thomas his uncle, and his aunts Lydia Seekel, Mercy Trouant 
and Rebecca Hoar, united in conveying by deed to Elisha 
their respective shares of that land that was granted by the 
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General Court to their father, Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6) 
(then recently deceased) for his services as a soldier in the 
Narraganset war. The will of Elisha Peirce (No. 26) was 
presented to the Probate Court in 1779, which is the only 
means we lave of determining or approximating near to the 
time of his decease. The house of Elisha Peirce is still 
standing, but in a very dilapidated condition. It is a one- 
story building, never painted outside, and probably never 
came nearer to being painted inside than an occasional coat- — 
ing of whitewash, and for coloring a mixture of skim-milk 
and Venetian-red or Spanish-brown. ‘The date of decease 
of Margaret, the wife of Elisha Peirce, we have been una- 
ble to learn. ; 

Euisua Perce (No. 26) and wife Marcarer Par had: 

(72) Elisha, b. 17—; m. Susannah He was a 
‘‘minute man”’ and responded to the first call known as 
Lexington alarm, serving in Capt. Isaac Wood’s com- 
pany. An Inspection Return dated June 15, 1775, shows 
him to have been in camp at Prospect Hull, Cambridge, 
as a private soldier in Capt. David Cowdin’s company of 
Col. Woodbridge’s regiment. This was only two days before 
the battle of Bunker Hill. Tradition in the family informs 
that Elisha sickened and died in that camp, and that his 
brother Abraham, paying him a visit, found him on his 
death bed in a barn that was used by the Patriots as a hos- 
pital. Some real estate formerly owned by Elisha (No. 72) 
is still called the ‘‘ Elisha Rocks,” and here is now being 
quarried some of the fine granite so handsomely finished for 
building purposes in the stone yard at Myrickville. 

(73) Abraham, b. 17—; m.twice. First, Aug. 6, 1761, 
Priscilla Reed, of Middleborough. She d. Oct. 25, 1780. 
Mafried second, June 5, 1783, Mary Russell of Middle- 
borough. Abraham was by trade a house carpenter, and 
acquired the sobriquet of ‘“* Look up Abraham,” because he 
had not'the power to raise his eye-lids sufficiently to see 
well, and threw back his head to aid his powers of vision. 
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Pe ruling passion to nick-name almost every one with whom he 
had to do. Priscilla, the first wife, was sister to Elizabeth, 
the third wife of John Peirce (No. 56). | 
(74) Margaret, b. 17—; m. twice. First, Dec. 6, 1768, 
Luke Perkins of Middleborough. History is said to be con- 
___ tinually repeating itself, and now probably some of the 
scenes of her parents’ courtship were reénacted, for Elisha, 
if we accredit tradition, was as much opposed to having his 
daughter Margaret accept the attentions or give the least 
encouragement to Luke Perkins in the capacity of a suitor 
for her heart and hand, as had been Isaac Peirce, Jr., to 
allowing this same Elisha his son to marry Margaret Pain, 
and the commands of the one and the precautions of the 
other seem to have proved alike useless and unavailing. In- 
deed, Elisha’s experience ought to have taught him what 
the inevitable result would be, before he had put forth the 
first effort to prevent the equally certain and disastrous con- 
sequences. Stolen interviews, the common-sense reader is 
already anticipating and fully prepared to learn, were the 
consequence of paternal interference. One story, however, 
___ illustrating the trials of the young lovers, is all that our 
space here will admit of a rehearsal. Luke had succeeded 
in obtaining, in his lady’s chamber, a clandestine interview 
with the object of his dearest affection, and on tip-toe was 
carefully, with death-like silence and in utter.darkness, grop- 
ing his way down stairs, when the fates, that long since de- 
creed that the course of true love never should run smooth, 
caused the luckless wight to plant his intrusive foot upon 
the edge of a large box containing dried beans, that some- 
what encumbered his retreating passage, overturning at 
once the box and the beau with a clatter that awoke the 
angry parent and aroused the entire household, sending most 
unceremoniously, in direful confusion, the spilled beans and 
sprawling beau from top to bottom of the stairs. 
The aba in the office of the Secretary of State show that 
. * 
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Luke Perkins enlisted into the patriot army as an “eight 
months man,” in 1775, and was put into the company of 
Capt. Samuel Tubbs, Col. Timothy Walker's regiment, and 
tradition adds that Luke died from the effects of a wound 
received in his foot. 

That injunction, “ Of the dead say nothing but good,” was 
thoroughly disregarded by Margaret in discoursing of her 
deceased husband, whom she represented as haying been 
almost if not quite totally depraved, and she soon after be- — 
came the wife of Joseph Booth. 

Joseph Booth was a private soldier in the 9th Continental 
regiment, Col. Daniel Brewer’s, in Capt. Levi Rounsevill’s 
company, on duty at Roxbury, in October, 1775. 

The next year Joseph Booth served from Aug. 6, to Nov. 
26, as a private in Capt. Abial Peirce’s company, of Col. 
Nicholas Dike’s regiment, raised for the defence of Boston; 
and in August, 1780, we find Joseph Booth a Sergeant in 
Capt. Henry Peirce’s company, of Lieut. Col. Ebenezer 
White’s regiment, on duty at Rhode Island. 

(75) Rebecca, b. ; m. July 26, 1764, Thomas Sim- 
mons, of Middleborough. 

(76) Sylvia, b. ; was of dissolute and abandoned 
character, giving birth to at least one illegitimate child be- 
fore her marriage, and it was no moral restraint that she 
exercised over herself that prevented her from giving birth 
to-as many as were the evil spirits cast out of Mary Magda- 
len.. It is worthy of notice, that the history of the Peirce 
family is traced to the 76th individual, and covering a period 
of about one hundred and fifty years, before the first case of 
bastardy occurs. 

She finally became the wife of Samuel Parris of Middle- 
borough, now Lakeville. Samuel Parris served nine days 
at Rhode Island, in August, 1780, in Capt. Henry Peirce’s 
company, in Lieut. Col. White’s regiment. Samuel Parris, 
we believe, was a lineal descendant of Thomas Parris, a mer- 
chant of London, through his son John, a dissenting minister 
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___ of Ugborough, near Plymouth, England; grandson Thomas 
Be! of London, who emigrated from thence to Long Island in 
1683, and removed to Newbury in 1685, and to Pembroke 
- in 1697; great-grandson Thomas, b. at Duxbury, now Pem- 
broke, May 8, 1701, and who married Hannah Gannett of 
Scituate, in 1724, and one of whose sons, a great-great- 
grandson of the London merchant, was the immediate an- 
cestor of Samuel Parris of Middleborough, now Lakeville. 


Apical Perce (No. 27), 
Daughter of Isaac Peirce, Jr. (No. 11) and wife Judith 
Booth, m. Oct. 28, 1736, John Howland, of Middleborough, 
a Quaker. John Howland was born in 1710, and died in 
1790. He wasason of Joshua Howland and wife Elizabeth 
Holloway, grandson of Samuel Howland of Freetown, who — 
_ died in 1716, and great-grandson of Henry Howland of 
Duxbury, who died in 1670. Abigail died in 1786. 
Joun Howxianp and wife Asicam Prrrce (No. 27) had: 
(77) Judith, b. May 10, 1738; d. in infancy. 
(78) Elizabeth, b. pay 
(79) John, b. ; m. three times. First, Jan. 27, 
1763, Lydia Peirce (No. 104), dau. of Shadrach Peirce (No. 
31) and wife Abigail Hoskins: m. second, Beulah Bemis: 
m. third, Rachel (No. 120), widow of John Perkins, and 
dau. of Hilkiah Peirce (No. 35). He d. Jan. 13, 1810. 
(80) Abigail, b. ; m. May 10, 1770, Lot Hathaway, 
of New Bedford. 


(81) Mercy, b. ——; m. March 17, 1768, John Edmin- 
ster, of Freetown. 

(82) Rufus, b. ——; m. Bathsheba Canedy. 

(83) Lavina, b..——; m. Noah Ashley, of Middle- 
borough. 


(84) Judith, b. Feb. 25, 1755; m. April 27, 1793, Earl 
Sears, of Middleborough. She d. July 20,1846. Hed. 18—. 
They were the parents of that worthy man, Earl Sears, late 
of Lakeville, deceased. 

(85) Eseck, b. -; m. Phebe Sears, of Middleborough. 
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JupitH Perrce (No. 28), 


Daughter of Isaac Peirce, Jr. (No. 11) and wife Judith 
Booth, b. July 4, 1709; m. Dec. 2, 1736, Lieut. Thomas 
Nelson, of Middleborough, now Lakeville. She d. Jan. 22, 
1792. He d. March 7, 1768, and both have suitable grave- 
stones in the ancient cemetery near Assawomset pond, in 
Lakeville. For an account of the places of honor, trust 
and profit held by Lieut. Thomas Nelson, see page 45, of 
this book. 

Lieut. Tuomas Netson and wife Juprra Prmcer (No. 28) 
had: | 
(86) John, b. Oct. 25, 1737. Learned the trade of a 
blacksmith. Married, Nov. 5, 1760, Hope Rounsevill, dau. 
of Capt. John Rounsevill, of East Freetown, granddau. of 
Philip Rounsevill the emigrant, and great-granddau. of 
Wm. Rounsevill, of Honnetun, in Devonshire County, 
England. Hope died Dec. 28, 1820, aged 85 years. John 
Nelson died Sept. 11, 1803. He was for several years a 
Selectman of Middleborough, and received under the autho- 
rity of the King a military commission as Lieutenant of the 
4th company of local militia of Middleborough. ‘This com- 
mission was granted in or about 1773. William Canedy, Jr., 
was his captain, and the field officers of the local militia regi- 
ment to which his company belonged were—George Wat- 
son of Plymouth, Col.; Briggs Alden of Duxbury Lt. Col., 
and Pelham Winslow, Major. In the war of the Revolution, 
John Nelson being a most decided patriot was promoted to 
the office of Junior Major, in the 4th regiment of local mili- 
tia of Plymouth county (May 9, 1776), in which capacity he 
performed short tours of duty, both at Rhode Island and 
New Bedford. Associated with him as field officers of the 
4th regiment at that time, were Ebenezer Sprout of Middle- 
borough, Colonel; Ebenezer White of Rochester, as Lieut. 
Colonel, and Israel Fearing of Wareham, as Senior Major. 
At the re-organization of the militia in 1781, John Nelson 
was made Colonel of the 4th regiment, with William Tupper 
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of Middleborough as Lieut. Colonel, and Edward Sparrow of 
the same town as Major. James Sprout, of Middleborough 
(afterwards a lawyer of considerable note at Taunton), was 
appointed by Col. Nelson to the post of Adjutant. A letter 
addressed by Adjutant Sprout to Col. Nelson (a copy of which 
is here given verbatim), will serve to show the spirit that 
prevailed in patriot hearts on receiving the welcome news of 
Cornwallis’s surrender at Yorktown. The original letter is 
in the writer’s possession, its contents having never before 
appeared in print. A true copy (in a note below) of the ori- 
ginal bill of expenses at the militia muster in 1783, is some-. 
what novel and instructive, and not without its moral.* 


MippLEsorovuGH, 17th Nov. 1781. 
DEAR CoL® 


Last Thursdays Paper gave us an Account from his 
Excellency Gen' Washington and Congrefs of the Compleat surrender 
of Cornwallis; and the Troops under his Command ;—a long wish* 


for Period; now we have no reason to Doubt or sufpect it—In Conse- 


* Costs of a General Muster, November 13th, 1783 : 


203 gallons of Rum at 2s. 8d. pr. gallon 2:14:8 
29 Dinners at 1s. 8d. Hach : : : ; Se See 
23 Bottles of Wine 2s. 4d. Each , : ; 21s ue 
13 Bowls of punch 3s. 4d. Each . » : ot Sie ae 
17 Mugs of punch ls. 6d. Hach Hs: G30 
£8:12:9 
$ Bowl of punch hi- O59 
£8 : 13:6 
£2: 14:8: Divided According to Rations: 6:5: and4 
Coll? Nelson. - : ies kes 
Coll’ Tupper . : , : 0:18:14 
Major Sparrow . j : rid et bee 
£2: 14: 44 
33 : Remains. 
Rations. 
Coll? Nelson 6 ela 6 
Coll? Tupper gs. DL isay ies Live On 138. paid 
Major Sparrow . 4 Lin 2d 
Capt ae Om 1Givtg 
Dito ° ma Oe 1h.22 9 
adjutant Sprout cn GDI 3 
Lieutenants 4 ; 2 Rations Each which comes 
To 4 : i 3 wp eraman cS 
Fe i) aaa | 
5 : Remains. 


Lt Miller, Cr 6s. 8d. paid. 


Sz THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


quence of which this is to Desire you to come next Monday afternoon 
and fee us that we may join our genrous hearts in festivals of triumph 
and joy; while we Usher on the scene with the Crack of thirteen 
Guns to the honour of the States and give a toast to our worthy Breth- 
ren who have with such a becoming Ardor Prefs* forward with un- 
daunted bravery till they have Compleated the Glorious work whereby 
Peace may not only be reftor‘ to us but extended from Pole to Pole— 
at the same time let all the Glory be Given to that Omnipotent being 
who Crowns our Arms with such Signal Succefs. 

Be kind Enough to take Doct" Mont’ and Cap‘ Shaw (or any other 
you shall Please to nominate) with you—by which means we shall 
make the Listning Groves and Murmering revulets and the Rebound- 
ing Eechos of the Neighbouring Villages join to Propagate the Din— 
by this we shall shew to the world we have yet in our breasts hearts 
of free men that will disdain to let the brave Exploits of Our Noble 
sons sink down in everlasting forgetfullnefs and bury? in Oblivion un-_ 
notice"—by this we shall shew that the arms of America have Prosper* 
and will Prosper; and that we mean to Brand with everlasting Infamy 
those who dare oppose us in our way and thus Insult the Gods with 
Infidelity. 

I am in haste with Sentiments of Efteem, 


yours Obsequiously, JAMES SPROUT. 


Col. N. was for many years a Justice of the Peace for Ply- 
mouth county, and his house, with its furniture, was for its 
time probably unequalled in style, good taste, expense and 
finish in the town of Middleborough. Although probably 
never a church member, Col. Nelson was liberal in the sup- | 
port he rendered religious institutions. A tall, unique, rich- 
ly ornamented and highly finished slab of dark colored stone, 
bearing an inscription, marks his grave in Lakeville, and a 
suitable, though less pretending slate, that of his wife. 

# (87) Thomas, b. Feb. 22, 1739; m. Anna Smith, of 
Taunton. Hed.in 1819. Shed. Oct. 14, 1828. He was 
a modest, unpretending farmer, an industrious man and an 
excellent citizen. Three of his four sons received a col- 
legiate education, viz.:—Job, who graduated at Brown Uni- 
versity, Providence, R. I., studied law, located at Castine, 
Maine, and was appointed Judge of Probate for Hancock 
county in 1804, held that office till 1836, and died July 2, 
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350 ; Thomas, a Bena vio settled for practice at 
Bristol, R. I. ; and Rev. Stephen S., a Calvinist Baptist min- 
ister, who neeiticd at caenoronch and Bellingham. 

- (88) Abigail, b. July 1, 1742; m. Andrew Cole, of Mid- 
a dleborough. She d. Jan. 11, 1830. They left no children, 
_and gave their property for the spread of the gospel. Their 
: = was upon Assawomset Neck, in Middleboro’. 
| (89) Judith, b. March 5, 1748 ; m. Feb. 25, 1765, Roger 
: oo: Jaskell, of Middleborough, now Lakeville. She d. March 

93, 1806. They owned and occupied the “ Hay Hall” farm 
; in . Lakeville. They were the parents of Elder Mark Has- 
kell, of Middleborough. 


a _Exxanan Pemce (No. 29) and wife Hannan Eppy had: 
(90) Eunice, b. Oct. 25,1743; m. May 25, 1769, Dea. 
_ Amos Nelson, of Middleborough. He was a son of William 

Nelson and wife Elizabeth Howland, b. in 1743, d. Nov. 11, 
1798. Rey. William, Rev. Samuel, Rev. Ebenezer and 
~ Lieut. Abner Nelson were brothers to Dea. Amos. Eunice 
ta May 27, 1783. | 
(91) James, b. m. Jan. 20, el se Abigail Smith, 
a of Middleborough. Asa “minute man” he promptly re- 
ponded to the first call of his country, at Lexington alarm, 
Sieerring as a private soldier in the company of (one Isaac 
- Wood. The next year we find him a Corporal in Capt. 
a - Abial Peirce’s company, of Col. Nicholas Dike’s. regiment, 
on duty near Boston; and on the 17th of July, 1778, he was , 
3 commissioned Capt. of a company of the local militia in 
Beeeecicborough, known as Beach Woods company (Col. 
Israel Fearing’s regiment). Capt. James was a member of 
the board of selectmen of Middleborough in 1790, and lib- 
eral i in the support of religious institutions, being a leading 
i te in the Calvinist Baptist society, that waren in a 
“church edifice near Assawomset pond. He disposed of his 
rm in Middleborough, and remoyed to the State of New 
‘ork, 
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_ (92) Patience, b. May 31, 1754; m. Sept. 16, 1778, 

Seth Spooner, Esq., of Dartmouth, a son of that most dis- 
tinguished revolutionary patriot, Hon. Walter Spooner. 
Seth Spooner, Esq. represented New Bedford eleven years 
in the General Court at Boston. Patience d. Dec. 10, 1815. 
They were the parents of Paul Spooner, a noted physician, 
and Nathaniel S. Spooner, Judge of the Police Court in 
New Bedford. 3 

(93) Job, b. IN; , 178-, Betty Pain, of Free- 
town. He was killed by accident in the summer or fall of 
1790. Betty then m. Crossman, perhaps of Taunton. — 

(94) Roba, b. ——;m. March 14, 1780, Abner Pitts, of — 
Taunton. | 

(95) Phebe, b. ; m. Feb. 22, 1799, Benjamin Wins- 
low, of Berkley. He was a son of Maj. Ebenezer Winslow 
of Berkley and wife Esther Atwood, and was born June 9, 
1744, and died Jan. 29, 1818; grandson of Capt. Josiah 
Winslow of Freetown and wife Margaret Tisdale, great- 
grandson of Kanelm Winslow, Jr., and great-great-grandson 
of Kanelm Winslow the emigrant, a brother of Goy. Ed- 
ward Winslow. Phebe d. May 19, 1838.. 

(96) Judith, b. , 1761; m. Oct. 6, 1796)Mpeorse 
Williams. She d. March 11, 1832. William was a wealthy ~ 
farmer, and owned and carried on a farm in Middleboro’, 
now Lakeville, near the ‘“ Precinct” village. 

(97) Elizabeth, b. ——, 1764; never m. She d. Oct. 
.24, 1843. She probably died in the house where she was 
born and had always lived, a period of 79 years. The writer 
remembers to have seen her in his youth, she being then 
more than seventy years old, a dignified lady, with the 
modest and chaste manners of the “old school.” 

THomas Perrce (No. 30) and wife Resecca Jones had: 

(98) Arodie, b. Dec. 29, 1750; m. Jemima Cas- 
well, of Rochester, Mass. He was a “‘ minute man,” and as 
such promptly responded at Lexington alarm, April 19, 
1775. He resided in South Middleborough. 
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)) Eliphalet, b. March 4, 1758; m. Feb. 4, 1783, 


a patriot soldier in the war of American Revolution, serving 

ir f the company commanded by Captain Job Peirce (No. 59). 
Eliphalet died in March, 1827. 

~ (100) Peirce, b. —— ; m. Joshua Staples, of 

BR rsstatcn. | 


Suapract Prmcr (No. 81), 


As has been remarked, m. Abigail Hoskins, a daughter of 
Henry Hoskins, of Taunton, and granddaughter of William 
Hoskins of that town and wife Sarah Caswell. William and 


‘ce removed with his family from Middleborough in Ply- 
uth county to Spencer, Worcester county, Mass., where 
died at an advanced age. 
‘Smapracu Perrce (N o. 31) and wife ABIGAIL Hoskins had: 
Es (101) Sarah, b. in Middleborough, Feb: 1, 1738; m. 
| Sept. 14, 1757, George Peirce (No. 66), ep that town. 
* George died July 17, 1774, and Sarah during her widow- 
hood brought shame upon herself, and great grief and mor- 
- tification to her family, by giving birth to an illegitimate son 
(Oct. 16, 1776). She died June-20, 1778, deeply lament- 
in ing her improper conduct. This is the second case of bas- 
i te fardy in the history of the family during a period of one 
30 hundred and fifty-three years. 
(102) Levi, b. in Middleborough, Feb. 703 1739; m. 
; a "Reb. 11, 1761, Bathsheba, a daughter of 
q Berkley. Levi served a brief period in the company of local 
militia sent from Middleborough in 1757, to reinforce Fort 
William Henry. But the danger was over before they had 
? proceeded far, and so they returned. (See Roll in office of 
; Secretary of State, Boston.) ° 
_ In an expedition to Crown Point he served as a private 
| sol dier, from April 26 to Dec. 16, 1759, his wages amount- 
ed to fifteen pounds two shillings and two BERS: from which 
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tha Bryant. She died Oct. 26, 1837. - Eliphalet was — 


Babbett; of — 


h were united in marriage July 3, 1677. Shadrach ° 
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was deducted nine shillings and four pence he had taken up 
at the commissary’s, and one shilling advanced to him by his 
captain, thus leaving a balance due pe on final settlement, 
of fourteen pounds eleven shillings and ten pence, which, 
when reduced to the currency of our own time, amounts to 
forty eight dollars, fifty-eight cents. 

Levi probably accompanied his father on his removal to 
Spencer, Mass., where he resided for a time, but at or near 
the commencement of the war of the Revolution his love 
of the chase led him to the hills of Berkshire, and particular- 
ly in what is now the town of Peru, then abounding in wild 
_ game, consisting of bears, wolves, deer and foxes. But this. 
sport was for a time at least indulged in only during the winter 
months ; seed time and harvest found him in Worcester 
county, for hoeing and mowing must not to be laid aside for 
hunting. 

Wolves were then so plenty on the Green Mountain range 
as sometimes to take the track of deer ahead of the pur- 
suing hunter and hounds ; and on one occasion of this kind, 
Levi shot and wounded a wolf, that in its dying agonies bit 
his hound so severely as to make it useless for hunting where 
wolf tracks came across its path, for the scent of a wolf 
would ever after cause it to leave further pursuit of the 
game, and retreat with uncontrollable terror. 

Removing to Partridgefield, now Peru, a few years (eee 3 
Levi set up a tavern on the-high road leading from Boston 
to Bennington; and being a man of probity, honor and strict 
integrity, had great influence for good in the section and 
neighborhood in which he lived. 

He was chairman of the board of Selectmen for the town 
of Partridgefield in 1783 and 1784, and constable in 1785. 
Although never making a profession of religion, he was a 
regular attendant on the services of the sanctuary, and liberal 
in the support that he rendered its institutions, and sobriety 
insured to his naturally healthy constitution and vigorous 
body a green old age, by which ‘he was enabled to mow an 
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acre Bat ground that bore one ton and a half of ae at that 
a ted and complete the same before eleven of the clock in 
_ the forenoon that he commenced the job—this, too, when 
eighty years of age. His death was occasioned by an acci- 
_ dental injury received at the age of about 87 years. He died 
_ January 1, 1826. Bathsheba vhs wife died Aug. 31, 1830. 
_ (103) Abigail, b. Jan. 2, 1742; m. James Ween of 
_ Taunton and afterwards of Spencer (her first cousin). He 
_ was ason of Meletiah Hathaway and wife Anna Hoskins, 
and born Oct. 28, 1737, grandson of Jacob Hathaway, of 
_ Freetown, and wife Philip Chase, great-grandson of John 
i eenray, Jr., of Freetown, and great-great-grandson of 
_ John Hathway, of Taunton, now Berkley. ° 
i James Hathaway was of the Committee of Caine oneee 
Inspection and Safety, chosen by the .town of Spencer in 
1783, and he was a Selectman of Spencer in 1785 and 
in 1787, and represented that town in the General Court 
seven years. He was a member of the State Convention 
, that sat in Boston in 1788, and he voted against ratifying 
*- the federal constitution. He died in April, 1817. Abigail, 
3 the wife, died Oct. 21, 1822. 
i (104) Lydia, b. Sept. 30, 1745; m. Jan. 27, 1763, John 
a Piowland (No. 79), removed to East Brookfield, Mass. After 
the death of Lydia, John had two more wives, viz.: Beulah 
_ Bemis, and after her decease m. Mrs. Rachel Bevo (No. 
. 120), Feb. 25,1790. He died Jan. 13, 1810. John How- 
land was commissioned as an Ensign by the Congress of 
Massachusetts Bay, May 19, 1775, and afterwards promoted 
to Lieutenant. 
_ (105) Shadrach, b. in 1750; m. Anna Bridges. He died 
in 1832.+* In the History of the Town of Spencer, recently 
: published, the name of Shadrach Peirce appears among 
Be those old soldiers who received pensions for services per- 


formed in the patriot army of the Revolution. 
tee : 
ee 
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Ricuarp Petrce (No. 34) and wife Mary Simmons had : 


(106) Zilpah, b. June 9, 1746; m. Oct. 80, 1770, 4 
Michael Mosher. He was a private in the company of ~ 
‘‘ minute men” from Middleborough that responded to the 
call at Lexington alarm, April 19, 1775, and which com- 
pany was commanded by Capt. Abial Peirce (No. 57). 

(107) Jesse, b. July 12, 1747; m. Ruth 

(108) Richard, b. ——-—; m. twice. Fires Aug. 29, 
1776, Lydia Booth, of Middleborough. She died, and he 
m. Noy. 28, 1789, Sarah Booth, of Middleborough. 7 

Ricnarp Prtrce, Sen. (No. 34) and Lors had: - a 

(109) Abner, b. April 2, 1778; m. Lydia Chase. o 

(110) Naomi, b. Jan. 19, 1782; m. Aug. 16, 1798, © 
Lewis De Moranville, of New Bedford, and they removed to 
Windsor, where he was chosen and served as one of sak 
School Committee of that town. 

(111) Russell, b. June 25, 1784; m. Sybil Chase, a 
Freetown. She died May 24, 1855, aged 71 years, 9 months. 
~ He lived at Long Plain, Rochester, Mass. 

(112) Those b. March 1, 1787; m. in 1818, Bieheca : 
_ daughter of Lot Strange, of Freetown. ‘Thomas died April 
24, 1850, and was buried in Freetown. She resides in New 
Bedford. | | 

(113) Eh, b. Jan. 23, 1789. 

(114) Levi, b. May 25, 1792. 

(115) Preserved, b. March 14, 1794; m. 
Webster. — 

(116) Zadoc, b. April 19, 1796. . 

(117) Philip, b. Jan. 30, 1798; m. Mary Keith, of Free- 
town. 

(118) Lois, b. —— ; m. —— Dunham. 

(119) Lemuel, b. ; m. Rebecca C. Glover. — 

The town authorities of Middleborough in or before 1815, 
and the Overseers of the Poor of Lakeville recently, denied 
that Richard the parent and Lois were ever married, or if they 
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sserted it to be iffégads as Mary the first wife was alive , 
Bana Richard not divorced while the latter was co- 
ing with Lois. 


. 


AH Prrrce (No. 35) and oe Hees Briaes had : 


(220 Rachel, b. March 29, 1749.; m. Sept. 25, 1769, 
J rohn, Perkins, of Middleborough ; and for second husband, 
7 ohn Howland (No. 79) of East Brookfield. She survived 
he "second husband several years, and died in Brookfield 
vit n the éhildren of her husband born ve a former wife. 
(121) Hannah, b. Jan. 24, 1751; m. Seth Chase, of 
mm. He died in 1802. She was a woman of uncom- 
and morose disposition, that made her a very dis- 
reea le associate. She became a town pauper and died 
May, 1841. 
(122) Uriah, b. March 29, At was a private sol- 
lier in the company of “ minute men,” raised at East Free- 
ia mder Capt. Levi Rounsevill, and responded to the call 
m as Lexington alarm. He was also a soldier in 
. Levi Rounsevill’s company in 9th regiment of Con- 
ine an a army. Later in the Revolutionary war, we find 
fish a soldier in Capt. Henry Peirce’s company of Lieut. 
|. Ebenezer White’s regiment, on duty at Rhode Island. 
» 023) Wealthy, b. June 6, 1755; m. Darius Chase, of 
Freetown. He was a man possessing considerable property, 
oe in 1799 was Treasurer of Freetown. Became addicted 
to the intemperate use of strong drink, lost his «property, 
| was finally very poor. He died Dec. 8, 1822. She died 
May 18, 1824. 
x “en Zadoc, b. March 6, 1758. He was a fifer in the 
pmpany commanded by Capt. L. Rounsevill, of the 9th 
e giment of the Continental army. 
(135) Eli, b. Aug. 24, 1760. 
| ql om Chloe, b. ec 25, 1762; m. April 3, 178-, David 
ase, of Freetown ; m. second, J Ae Thresher, of Middle- 
rough. THe died suraen from a cramp in the stomach, 
il. gx 
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Feb. 15, 1804, aged 42 years. He wasason of Job Thresh- 
-er. She died March 17, 1837. 

(127) Chartley, b. April 6, 1765; m. Nov. 3, 1782, Gis 
bert Chase, of Freetown. She died Noy. 2, 1838. He died 
while absent from home, and was buried in ‘the city of New 
York. He was an enterprising man, but met with many dis- _ 
couragements in life, and finally failed in business, and fol- 
lowing the example set him by his wife, took to drink. He 
was naturally generous and kind, and a good neighbor. 

(128) Barbary, b. June 20, 1767. : 

iageravviait, b. Feb. 2; 1770; m. Cory. She left 
Freetown many years ago, and went to a distant part of the 
country, where she married, and tradition says gave birth to — 
triplets, all sons, and christened them with the names of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 


ABRAHAM Petrce (No. 43) and wife Resecca Newett had: 
(130) , a daughter, who m. Abraham Lothrop. 


CuristorHEeR Pertrce (No. 44) and wife Lyp1a Macoun had: 
(131) Christopher, b. April 12, 1794; m. Abigail B. 
Rand. He died Jan. 26, 1847. : 
(132) Deborah, b. ——; never m. Is dead. 


(1383) Lydia, b. ; m. Samuel McFarlan. She is 
still living, at the age of about 80 years. 


(134) Lucy, b. ; m.John McFarlan. She is dead. 


Danrex Perrce (No. 45) and wife Eee Prrerson had: 


(135) Betsey, b. inPembroke, Aug. 10, 1792; m. Dec. 25, 
1814, Comfort Bates, a manufacturer of cotton goods. They 
resided at Pembroke and at Middleborough, and in 1823 
removed to Plymouth, where they still live. 

(1386) Daniel, b. 1794; he was a hatter; d.in Bridge- 
water, May 19, 1819. Elizabeth the mother of this family 
lived to the age of 94 years, and she had eight brothers and 
sisters, no one of whom failed to attain aise score and ten 
years. 


EC 
ee 
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a Davip Pearce (No. 53) and wife had : 

as David, b. Jan. 18, 1766;:m. Nov. 7, 1793, Re- 
ceca Russell, of Charlestown. She was a daughter of Dr. 
arles Russell. David graduated at Harvard College in 
1788, and became a merchant in Boston. 

(138) John, b. 
~ (139) Abigail, b. in 1774; m. PBenjamin P. Homer, of 
Boston, an opulent merchant of that city. She diedin 1811. 


.  JosEPH i pee (No. 54). 


He died j in New Gloucester, Maine, in 1837, aged about 
Xe ) “years. T cannot learn that he had a wife or ‘Gane 


poe Bator Witt1am Pearce (No. 55) and wife had : 
x (140) Susannah, b. Oct. 12, 1774. 
Maz f1) William, b. Feb. 5, 1777; was at first a mariner, 


then became a merchant in Boston till his appointment 
e office of Collector of the Port of Gloucester. He was 


“ 


in 1806 and 1807, and held the office of President of Glou- 
_cester Bank till his death, Dec. 14, 1841. When quite a 
Bega: man he held the office of Assistant Surgeon of the 
_ third Essex regiment. 

Bias, Henry, b. Aug. 12, 1781. 

_ (148) Betsey, b. April, 1784. 

in _ (144) Samuel, b. March 1, 1788. 


Be Government of the United States the appointment of Col- 


” in the State legislature in 1841. 
ee) _ Nancy, b. March 4, 1794. 


Joun Perrce (No. 56), 


“Who d. at Shutesbury, Franklin county, Mass., Jan. 9, 
a “1823, at the advanced age of 91 years, was eldest of the six 
sons of Ebenezer Peirce, of Middleboro’, in Plymouth county, 


twice elected a Representative to the General Court, viz.:. 


(145) George W., b. Oct. 30,1791. He received from 


s SE pctor of the Port of Gloucester, and pacer that town — 


a 
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and wife Mary Hoskins, of Taunton, and b. in that part of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville, March 7, 1731. The paternal — 
mansion where his eyes first beheld the light, in which he 
first drew breath and entered upon a long and weary earthly 
pilgrimage of more than four score and ten years, has long — a 
since been demolished, its very foundations removed, and 
site so changed by the obliterating labors of plow and hoe, 
as to leave scarce a vestige behind; a slight indentation in 


the ground, so slight, indeed, as hardly to attract the notice __ 


of a passing traveller, being all that remains to show where ~ 
a was born. The scenes of his childhood now exist only 
‘fond recollection,” for the cottage is demolished, the 
sect erown over with trees and bushes, and even the 
well where hung the oaken “moss-covered bucket” filled 
up, closed over, and changed like “ every loved spot that his 
infancy knew.” But should any of his numerous posterity 
in future years feel desirous to know the precise locality, we 
will assist them ‘to find it by adding that it is not far from — 
the residence of Mr. George Hoar, and a short distance 
south of the county road leading from Taunton to New — 
Bedford. | 
One command of the Scripture, at least, did the parents of 
John Peirce obey. They did their part towards replenish- — 
ing the earth, and were too bountifully blessed in the. num- 
ber of their posterity to keep all their children at home. 
Indeed, the parent hive became so filled and over-stocked as 
to make the act of swarming occasionally necessary ; and 
John Peirce, on arriving to manhood, and taking a wife, as 
he did at the age of twenty-four years, became possessed of 
a farm on the old stage road leading from Taunton to New 
Bedford, and near the Hay Hall, so called, in Middleboro’, 
now Lakeville. With the foresight that has usually charac- 
terized the Peirce family, he had probably provided the cage 
for his bird before catching it, and it is therefore quite safe 
to conclude that he and Sarah his first love went into occu- 
~ pancy in or about the year of grace 1755. 
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We have already ventured the remark that mothers have 
e to do with determining the character of children than 
“ae and as this is Seas to and’ written mainly for 
ages of their posterity, it would be unpardonable to 
it what we have been enabled to gather concerning i 
1cE fakery. of his ‘‘ Berrer Har.” 

| Pe irah Rounsevill was the first daughter and eldest child 
% of Capt. John Rounsevill, of Freetown, then Tiverton, and 
wife Sarah Holloway, and was b. in 1731. Capt. Rounsevill 
d his title to the fact that King George II. (in 1751) con- 
ed upon him the commission of Captain of the 3d com- 
of militia in Freetown, an honor then seldom meted 
ye to scions of the first families. In her father’s 
‘were many mansions, and his ample apartments, with. 
al convenience for the accommodation of travellers, 
‘than the want of business to obtain a livelihood, made 
t. John the tavern keeper of the settlement. We said 
he was the tavern keeper, but the antique and elaborate 
ign board, still preserved by a lineal descendant,* shows 
the gallant Captain was not above sharing that honor 
vith his wife, for in addition to the skilful workmanship — 
of the carpenter, the painter comes in for praise in so faith- 
fully y delineating full moons, and last, not least, the words 

‘ivi, Exrerrarnmenr py I. & 8. R.” 

Beant John Rounsevill was a son of Philip Rounsevill the 
7 et b. in 1706, and d. Nov. 14, 1783. Philip emi- 
ea to this country about the year 1700. He was by 
de a clothier or cloth dresser, remarkably possessed with 
GP ticulty of “taking time by the forelock,” and however — 
: dustriously he may have labored with his hands, the enor- 
I nous estate (so very disproportionate, both in extent and 
yalue, to that of any of his neighbors) which he was enabled 
to collect, and of which at his decease he was possessed, 
could never have been acquired by any one man save by that 


* Capt. Marcus M. Rounsevill, of Freetown. 


>» a. 2 "| 
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‘“* calculation which is better than hard work.” It is doubt- 
ful whether his neighbors and coadjutors were more surprised 
at his remarkable success in life, than are those of the present 
day who, reviewing his acts, discover that intuitive foresight 
which taught him to go into the wild woods and select just 
the sites and tracts that became most valuable, and thus en- 
abled him to levy tribute on others by his power to forestall 
their movements. One of his favorite plans was to purchase 
lands which others discarded as worthless. But when mill 
sites became wanted, Philip Rounsevill was found to hold 
the key to almost every stream, brook or rivulet having an 
available water power, for miles around. Those who had 
laughed at his purchase of land that would ‘starve grass- — 
hoppers,” to their cost found this land not only helped to 
hold the world together, but hereon was the site of a valua- 
ble mill privilege, just such as they coveted, and his ** Skunk’s 
misery,” full of rocks, and good for nothing as it was thought, 
like the rock of desolate Gibraltar controlled mighty waters. 
But wit and wealth 


F 
(i 


i, 


** could not save | 
His mortal body from the grave ;”’ 
and so ‘the rich man died and was buried,’ and marking 
the spot of his interment still stands a handsomely finished 
tomb-stone, bearing an inscription, setting forth that he de- 
ceased Noy. 6th, 1763, in his 86th year, and also that he 
*‘was born att hunnetun in devonshire in old England.” A 
letter written at Honnetun, England, in 1709, is still in the 
possession of ‘the lineal descendants of Philip Rounsevill, to 
whom it was addressed by his father William Rounsevill of 
that place. The following is a copy: 


‘‘ Honiton march y® 11 day 178-9. 
-Dutifull son. I Received y* Last Letter in December 1705 which 
was dated December ye 25: 1704 and this being ye sixth Letter I 
haue sent to you since and never had any Answer from you and if 
you Recieve this Letter I would have you to send a letter to me y'I 
may know where it is y* you Live and I think it very strange y* you do 
not send to me till you have an Answer from me for you know where 
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t d to me and I do not know where to send to you, but when I 
to you it is by (word unintelligible) and you know how apt let- 
= to be miscaried at such a distance, and therefore send letters to 
_you Recieve one from me for I shall have an occasion to send 
© you within one yeares time. Your Brother Thomas is maried and 
-am in good health, and so are your Brothers and sisters and I hope 
these Lines will finde you in good health as we are Blessed be God 
Oe ae 

aT am sorry to heare of your trobles and Afflictions y' you have mett 
with since you left this Land, and I pray God y‘ it may be a means to 


ing and I shall never be wanting in my Prayers for you for my 


ras never Hardened against you and I desire ye Lord Almity to 
<eep and Preserve you, and so I must leave you to ye Protection 
| y' keeps man and Beast and do not forget to send to me, and 
ne so Doing you will oblige your Affectionate Father. This with 
e ‘and your sister Janes to you. 


cA hy Tam your Affectionate Father, 
ae WILLIAM ROUNSEVELL.” 


Th b he fm af John Peirce in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, 


e same since owned by Noah Clark, Esq. The place 
if out of repair, and has an air of neglect, dilapidation 


appearance it presented when seen by the ‘writer in 
Jays of his boyhood; for then, like the residence of 
Lord ‘Timothy Dexter, 


** The house was large and painted green,’’ 


in ca repair, and the three large barns, all with tight, well 
‘Kept roofs, and newly painted, gave an air of pleney and 
well-to-do in life. 
_ John Peirce sold his lands in Middleboro’, and purchasing 
of Ebenezer Learned, Esq. a farm of one hundred acres in 
Oxford, Worcester county, removed there in or near 1778, 
nd Jan. 21st, 1780, bought of Rev. Abraham Hill, 305 
res of land in Shutesbury, Franklin county, and locating 
lereon spent the remainder of his life. For the last pur- 
lase > he paid eleven thousand pounds, but this must have 
een in a depreciated currency. A farm of 80 acres on 


* 


upid decay strongly contrasting with the neat, trim and — 
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Assawomset neck in Middleboro’, and running from the Long 
pond to Quitecus, which farm was conveyed (June 21, 1757) 
by deed of gift to John Peirce by his father, was sold by the 
former to his brother Capt. Job Peirce (Feb. 25, 1761) for 
the sum of one hundred and five pounds. I think that farm 
has been known as the “ Lewis Place.” John Peirce was a 
leading man among the Calvinist Baptists in his neighbor- 
hood, and the records of that denomination show that the 
Shutesbury church was organized at his house (Feb. 19, 
1781), and from the same authority we learn that he was 
made ‘ Querister”’ Sept. 5, 1785. 

~ Joun Patrcr (No. 56) and wife Saran Rounsrviin had : 

(147) Abiah, b. in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, Dec. 24, 
1756; m. Samuel Wood, of Middleboro’. They removed to 
Shutesbury. . 

(148) Nathan, b. in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, June 
24,1758. He was a private soldier in the patriot army in 
the war of the American Revolution, serving in the company 
commanded by his uncle Capt. Abial Peirce, which was in ~ 
Col. Dike’s regiment, and also in the company of his uncle 
Job Peirce, in Rhode Island. Went with his father to 
Shutesbury, where he remained till far advanced in years, 
when he removed to the State of Vermont and there died. 
He m. Anna Hoar. 

(149) <A child, b. at date unknown; d. in Mianlenaey 
some time in Noy. 1761, as from the following copy of an 
official document will fully appear. 

‘‘ PLYMOUTH Ss. MippLExBoroucH, Noy. 7, 1761. 
‘¢ whereas application has been this Day made to me the Subscriber 
one of his majesties Justices of the Peace for the County of Plymouth 
by Lt. Thomas Nelson at the request of John Peirce of middleborough 
aforesaid for Liberty (as the law Directs) to bury the s* John Peirces 


Child Deceast on the Sabath day. ‘These are therefore to give Leave 
or License for the said John Peirce (and any other persons assisting) 


to bury his Child Deceased on nov. 8 being Lords day any time after — 


the afternoon Exercises of public worship is over. 
‘“JosepH TINKHAM Justice of peace.” - 
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(150) Judith, b. Aug. 10,1761; m. Tie sitbses Spear, 
f St hutesbury. He was elected Deacon of the Calvinist 
ptist church in Shutesbury, June 12; 1789, and d. in 1813. 

151) Jacob, . at date unknown ; d. young, in Middle- 
b or ‘0’ 

2) John, b. March 1, 1766; m. Sarah Hoskins, of 
a Sht t “1 a He d. April 23, 1841. She d. May 80, 1849, 

A 403) Mary, b. Sept. 22, 1767; m. Deacon Joseph Hos- 
_ kins, of Shutesbury. He was elected Deacon of the Cal- 
nist ee church in -" ay 1, 1806, and d. 


3 ic: b. March 1, 1172 ; m. —— Thayer, 
rd, and Crosby. 
96) Eunice, b. ; m. Ensign Henry Hoskins, 0 of 


. He was commissioned Ensign in a company of 
local militia of Prescott, April 19, 1809. Honorably 
discharged Feb. 11, 1815. | 

_ By second wife Lucy Asutey, had: car 

ngs (157) Matilda, b. Jan. 9, 1777; m. May 24, 1795, James 
Thompson, of Pelham. She d. in Pelham, Sept. 10, 1861. 
“2 was b. in Pelham, June 8, 1771, and d. there June 10, 
pe839. 
(158) _ Peleg, b. June 22,1778; m. Ruth Hamilton, of 
Shutesbury. She was b. Sept. 21, 1780, and d. April 9, 
1s 854. He was commissioned eri of the company of 
loce cal militia of Shutesbury, June 24, 1807. Promoted to 
aut. May 2, 1809. He d. Sept. 14, 1839. Thought to 
ave committed suicide. He accumulated a large property, 
| was a man of superior natural abilities. 

059 Abigail, b. Oct. 22, 1780; m. four times. First, 
— Church; second, Eleazer Goodman; third, Davids; 
3d fourth, John Campbell. 

No aren were born of John Peirce’s third wife Eliza- 
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beth Reed. She was sister to Priscilla, the wife of Abraham 
Peirce, of Middleboro’. All the children of John Peirce 
appear to have been born before his removal to Shutesbury, 
except Abigail, the youngest of thirteen.- , 


Capt. Aprat Perce (No. 57), 


Second son of Ebenezer Peirce (No. 24), and wife Mary 
Hoskins, was born in Middleboro’, Sept. 10, 1733. Of his” 
birth-place the little that can be said has already been related 
in the biographical sketch of his brother, John Peirce, about 
two years his senior. Abial, from all that can be gathered, — 
we are led to conclude was “‘ the flower of his father’s fami- . 
ly.” His address was pleasing and of winning mamners. - 
This, heightened by a fine form and features of manly beau- 
ty, gave him a commanding person ; and his honest, generous ~ 
heart, the main-spring of noble impulses for which he was 
ever through life remarkable, at once stamped him as a lead- ~ 
er of men in the tumultuous times in which he lived. By 
turning to the dusty record of our colonial history, the reader 
will see that when Abial Peirce had reached the age of eleven 
years the old French War began, and ended when he was 
scarcely fifteen, so that he was too young for asoldier, but of 
just the right age to swallow down with a keen relish stories of 
the sanguinary field, and throw up his cap and shout when 
news of taking Louisburg, that Gibraltar of America, was 
received. Doubtless many a time, when snugly ensconced 
in bed, sheltered by the paternal roof and carefully provid- 
ed for against every want by an affectionate father and a 
loving mother’s hands, he repined at the fortune which had 
made him too young for a soldier in that war, where for 
fourteen successive nights our soldiers, sinking to their knees 
in mud, drew the artillery* three miles across a swamp whol- 


* Wheels could not be used, owing to the softness of the ground, and the soldiers. 
constructed sledges on which they loaded the cannon, and with straps over their . 
shoulders, wading to their knees in mud, performed nee beyond the power’ of oxen 
in hauling the cannon to the desired position. 


' © Man is a military animal ; 
Glories in gunpowder ard loves parade.” 


Pie had but just attained his majority when hostilities | 
a vere renewed, and war again declared between England and 
France, involving their Jeet colonies in the broil, and 
; ne our soil the theatre of many bloody encounters. The 
y and zeal exhibited by him, together with his courage 
good conduct, soon procured he appointment to ie 
sion of a Lieutenant in the army of the frontier. This, 
‘ing his youth, and the fact that his family were plain 
‘folk, haying little influence at home, and no friends 
, was indeed a distinction of which he might well be 
| for indulging a little pride, as there were many am- 
gus men of means, who, backed by family influence and 
eral years his seniors, had not yet succeeded in being so 
ognized by-royalty as to secure the royal parchment bear- 
he broad seal of kingly authority. No wonder, then, 
the days of his honeymoon should be shortened, and the 
of “love’s young dream” give place to “* God save the 
x;” that with a hurried kiss he bade farewell to his 
ng Be yirs, who so recently stood with him before the altar, 
tC bb, offer himself as a sacrifice at the altar of his country’s 
honor ; and Baie his armor on, went 
“ Marching down toward Quebec, 

Where the drums were loudly beating.’’ 
_ The scriptural provision contained in the 5th verse of the 
2: 4th chapter of Deuteronomy,* which Col. Byfield set up 
§ an excuse for not responding to his country’s call, had no 
C barn for Abial Peirce, who ere long, 
** By the struggling moonbeams misty light,” 
_* “ When a man hath taken a new wife he shall not go out to war, neither shall 


e be charged with any business, but he shall be free at home one year, and shall 
heer up his wife which he hath taken.’’—Deut. xxiv. 5. 
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was seen patiently plodding his weary way up the yageed 


heights of Abraham, close upon the heels of his brave com- 
mander so soon to die at the moment of glorious victory. 

The sun, not of Austerlitz, but Quebec, fated Quebec, did 
Lieut. Abial Peirce see rise on the morning of the memora- 
ble 18th of Sept. 1759, from the bloodless plains of Abra- 
ham, that, ere the grand luminary of day reached his meri- 
dian height, had been the site of a sanguinary battle result- 
ing in a loss to the Kingdom of France, which, under her 
various forms of government during more than a century of 
years, she has never been able to retrieve. 


‘* No shout disturbed the night, 
Before that fearful fight ; ”’ 


for, added to great courage, good conduct was required* for 
the accomplishment of so difficult an undertaking; and a 
tradition long handed down in the Peirce family assures us 


that on this particular occasion Lieut. Abial Peircef was 


detached from his company and detailed to serve as a tem- 


_ porary aid de camp upon the numerous staff of the chief 


commander ; the proper transmission of orders—where troops 
were t® move under cover of night in the face of the enemy, 
to gain equal footing by stealth and strategy where the foe 


had a most decided advantage of position and fully able to 


maintain that advantage should this attempt to “ steal the 
march” upon them be discovered—requiring great caution 
and sound judgment. None but men upon whom the utmost 


* The light infantry of Sir William Howe’s division scrambled up the precipice 


and dispersed the French guard under Capt. de Verger. (Lossrne’s Fietp Book, 


p. 186.) 

The French guard, who could not comprehend the noise below, fired down the 
precipice at random ; they all fled but the Captain (de Verger), who was wounded 
and taken prisoner, and begged the British officers to sign a certificate of his courage 
and fidelity lest he should be punished for accepting a bribe, in the belief that Wolfe’s 
bold enterprise would be deemed impossible without corruption, (Lossrine’s Freip 
Book, pp. 186, 187.) . 

+ That Abial Pierce was at this particular time a Lieutenant in that army is not 
only tradition, but the French and Indian War Rolls at the State House, Boston, 
show him to have held that rank and commission from May 4th to Dec. 16th, 1759. 
This battle was September 13, 1759. He was commissioned a Captain in 1760. 


~ 


Re THE PEIRCE FAMILY. _ 101 


nce could be placed would be selected to aid in the trans- 
sion of orders upon which so much depended, and such 
vas Abial Peirce believed to be; nor was that judgment in 
error, or that confidence epee 
-In short, so well did each act his part that in darkness 
five thousand troops were landed in good order, and by rug- 
gel paths deemed impassable had climbed a precipice of 
e hundred feet, and before sunrise the next morning 
“were drawn up in battle array upon the Plains of Abraham. 
_ The appearance of the English troops upon the heights 
7 is ‘is said to have been the first intimation that the French Gen- 
a eral gained of the real intentions of his enemy; and seeing 
: the imminent danger to which he was now. exposed, lost 
no time in marshalling his whole army and commencing the 
ok, pad before 


; 
a 


* The sun had drunk 
The dew that lay upon the morning grass,”’ 
= , . ; e . e 
twe mighty armies were hotly engaged in a desperate conflict. 


** The battle closed on every side, 
No slackness there was found, 

a: And many a gallant gentleman 

¢ 3 Lay gasping on the ground.”’ 


Es Tis but simple justice to say that the French soldiers and 
their Indian allies fought bravely. They 


“* Fought eye to eye and hand to hand, 
Alas! ’twas but to die ; 
The musket’s deadly flash 
Scorched eagle plume and wampum sash, 
The hatchet hissed on high.’’ 


Headed by the brave but unfortunate General, the Mar- 
- quis de Montcalm, the charge of the French regiments Lan- 
uedoc, Bearne and Guienne became terrible ; but the order 
: of f Wolfe to his men to load with two bullets each, and re- 
serve fire till the French should be within forty yards, was 
ictly obeyed, and then double-shotted guns so decimated 
ir ranks 


~ © That down they sunk in crimson heaps, 
Like the ripe corn the sickle reaps.”’ 


g* 
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Closing the frightful gaps in their lines, still on and on — 


they came, while in rapid succession and double dealing 
death the English soldiers delivered their fires with fatal 
precision and stunning sound, echoing and re-echoing over 
field and flood, and rolling through the sky like tones of « 
i ‘¢ Thunder tramping deep and loud.”’ ; 


Ere long the French are thrown into confusion, and the 


English in turn charge furiously with their bayonets, and 


Now 
‘¢ The conflict glows with rage severe, 
And fearless ranks in combat mixed appear.”’ 


General Wolfe, upon the right of the English line, | and 


at the head of the 28th regiment ‘‘ Louisburg Grenadiers,” 
while urging on his battalions, was singled out by some 


Canadians, from whose fire he received a wound in the wrist; 


and then 
‘* A musket ball death-winged pierced his groin, 
And widely oped the swift current of his veins ; ”’ 
and a few moments afterwards another struck him in the 
breast and brought him mortally wounded to the ground. 


“Support me,” said the dying man, ‘let not my soldiers see _ 
me drop ”—‘‘ The day 1s ours, keep it.” And now the Eng- 


lish shout of triumph is raised over the field; ‘‘ They run, 
they run, they give way everywhere,” escapes from thou- 
sands of voices, for the French were retreating and being 
slaughtered by hundreds with the bayonet and broad sword. 


The light momentarily returns to the eyes of the dying hero, 


who eagerly asks, ‘‘ Who fly?” and being told it was the 
French, exclaimed, “‘ Now God be praised, I die happy,” 
_ and immediately expired. 


Those words, so often repeated, and which have so many B 


thousand times sent a thrill through the veins of young stu- 
dents of our country’s history, it is claimed that Lieut. Abial 
Peirce heard Gen. Wolfe utter; that he saw his death, and 
joined the sorrow of those who witnessed his departure ; and 
many years after, when he had joined the colonists in wag- 


» 
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ng war against the King to whem he owed his first com- 
nission, and fought against the flag under which he then 
; yn ravely battled, he could never relate the story of the death 
of General Wolfe without shedding tears. 
- Pe ,. loss of this battle was to the French the beginning 
_ of a speedy and permanent end of power and dominion on 
_ the continent of North America, for through the length and 
a breadth of Canada victory everywhere perched upon the 
proud Ensign of Old England. The flag 
‘¢ That’s braved a thousand years 
- . > ~ The battle and the breeze,”’ 
was signally triumphant. And as the victorious cohorts of 
King George II. ‘‘ came marching home ite ’ fresh from 
_ the slaughtér, “‘ women came out of all the” hamlets of yan- 
: land to meet them with joy; the tongue of each man, 
man and child moved but in unison to their praise ; pulpit 
| press were rife with thanksgiving, and things secu- 
and things sacred, from divine worship to dancing, from 
le wine drank at the Lord’s supper to the draught in the 
a th house, from prayers to vulgar jests, from the solemn 
_ strains of the deep-toned organ to the squeaking of the fri- 
vyolous fiddle (then ened an abomination), from Bible 
9 bass drum —all, all joined in giving cans im- 
a - pul and tone to the spirit of general rejoicing. Who that 
- witnessed these things could have had a vision sufficiently 
prophetic to foretell what the short space of fifteen years 
_ would reveal on the part of the mother country; and still 
__ less, what in the seven succeeding years of war and bloodshed, 
the colonists, by dint of unyielding constancy and perse- 
verance, would be enabled to accomplish! Had England 
- received all she demanded, it was but a trifle not worth 
a going to war for; but nothing save perversity of will seems 
to have governed the council of the King. On the other 
a hand, the colonists could much better ae afforded to meet 
the demands made upon their purse, than brook the insult 
_ to their principles. It was very plain to see that a “ family 


< 
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quarrel,” that most deadly and worst of all “wars,” was 
brewing. | oe 
‘¢ Alas! how light a cause may move 

Dissension between hearts that love.’? 

Capt. Abial Peirce, the veteran officer, who for fifteen 
years had boasted not as he that girdeth on the harness, but 
as he that putteth it off, is alive to passing events, and deep- 
ly pained at their recital. The hae of the kind- 
ness and consideration of the old King* (now recently de- 
ceased), who conferred on him in early manhood that com- 


mission which made him the envy of his neighbors, pleads | a 


eloquently to his noble, generous heart, and sorrowetnne asks, 
will you, can you possibly repay such an act by fighting 
against the son and representative of your greatest bene- 
factor? Again, Abial Peirce knew the strength of the 
friendship acquired by those who share dangers together, 
cemented by mutual suffering and sealed with blood; and, 


adhere to which party he may in this struggle, he will be | 


compelled to meet in deadly combat those with whom he has 
fought shoulder to shoulder and for whom he would have 
sacrificed his life—men, perchance, to whose honor he had 
formerly entrusted secrets to be conveyed to his sorrowing 
family in case of his death, and in whom he had reposed a 


confidence of true friendship before which that usually de- 


nominated friendship by the conventionalities of society sinks 
into utter insignificance. He probably fully realized the 
truth of the saying— 
‘* War is a game that, were their people wise, 
Kings could not play at.”’ 

But to a man like Abial Peirce, governed as he was by con- 
scientious convictions of right, there was and could be “no 
discharge in that war,” while he was able in any proper way 


* Tradition in the family informs us that it cost him a terrible struggle of mind 
to accept a commission and fight against the power to which he had sworn allegiance 
on taking his former commissions. 
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to fo ward the right and oppose the wrong; and his mind 
omg ia made up to fight for his country, he 


*¢ Took the field as a fesetiin should, 
To battle for the public good,”’ 


ee 


( ommanding a company of minute men who quickly vol- 
-unteered to follow in his lead; and we soon after find him 
combating for the Colonial cause as a Captain under orders 
_ from the Continental Congress, and in the regiment of Col. 
Nicholas Dike. (See Lexington alarm and Revolutionary 
_ Rolls at State House, Boston.) For copy of Rolls, see page 
g 62 of this book. 
|The war being over, Capt. Abial Peirce returned to his 
yme, comparatively poor in purse, but rich in good works ; 
an unsuccessful enterprise in navigation nearly drained 
scanty pocket of the pittance that remained. This was 
followed by a stroke of the palsy, that rendered him 
sically helpless, and hurried him on to the verge of 
rty. Yet would not this man, who had imperilled 
life in two wars, and from the incident exposure and 
tigue laid the foundation for the disease that now bound 
m as in chains, ask a pension of the Government his suf- 
‘ings had done so much to establish. And although his 
a was prolonged and his earthly sufferings continued near- 
i ly y thirty years after the successful close of the conflict, and 
| - the land that had been laid waste by the desolating and 
| _ desecrating hand of war now blossomed like the rose—the 
_ poor having become rich, the weak powerful—his firm re- 
solve, immoyable as his honest convictions of propriety and 
P erst, ever remained unshaken. Sufficient to his day was 
_ evil thereof; and something would ever present itself to 
mi leet for the present each successive want, so that the vet- 
‘an hero and nature’s nobleman was never subjected to the | 
m fportifcation of accepting anything from the hand of charity. 
% He d. Dec. 26, 1811, and was buried in South Middleboro’. 
_ Hannah Canedy, the first wife of Capt. Abial Peirce, was — 
a daughter of William Canedy, Esq., of Taunton, and wife 


< 


106 : THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


Elizabeth Eaton, and granddaughter of Alexander Canedy, 
a Scotch emigrant who settled at Plymouth. William, the 
father, owned the farm now occupied by William Peirce in 
Taunton, and on the ‘‘ old Rhode Island Road,” so called, 
or way that led from Plymouth to Newport, where for some 
years he kept a tavern. Of a company raised to fight the 
Indians in Maine, Wm. Canedy received the commission of 
an Ensign, but ere long, upon the recommendation of Col. 
Isaac Winslow,* of Marshfield, was promoted to Lieutenant. 


A Cory or Cor. WinsLow’s LETTER. 


rr) 


*“* May it please your Hon 
“this comes by Ensign Canada who I percieye has had some hope of 
your Honors favoring him with a Leiut Commission which if it be 
acceptible to all that are concerned he being very deserving of it in 
my opinion having acquited himself very well ever since he hath been 
out. thus beging your favor for him I am your most obedient servant. 

Scituate January . Isaac WINSLow. 

the 17 251723 

As Lieutenant he was entrusted with the command of a 
small garrison that held a fort at St. George’s River, which 
fort on the. 25th of Dec., 1723, sustained a furious attack 
of the savages; Williamson’s account, in second Volume of 
History of Maine, page 124, being as follows: 

“ Being fortunate enough to take two prisoners who gave 
them intelligence concerning the indefensible condition of 
the garrison, the assailants, about 60 in number, were en- 
couraged to prosecute the siege for thirty days with a reso- 


lution, or rather madness, that was desperate. They seemed — 


to be flushed, with the absolute certainty of compelling a 
surrender of the fort. But Capt. Kennedy, the command- 
ing officer, being a man of intrepid courage, held out till 
Col. Westbrook arrived and put the enemy to flight.” 


* This Isaac Winslow was a son of Gov. Josiah and grandson of Goy. Edward 
Winslow, and father of Gen. John Winslow, of Neutral French notoriety. One 
regiment at that time probably embraced all the local militia of Plymouth County, 
and Isaac Winslow, of Marshfield, was Col.; John Cushing, of Scituate, Lieut. 
Col. ; and Isaac Lothrop, of Plymouth, Major. The recommendation was to the 
Lieut, Governor, 


% 
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Canedy was not a Captain at that time, for I have seen 
the letter which is still on file in the State House at Boston, 


Pp romotion to Captain for his brave and meritorious conduct 
in saving that fort. The tattered fragments of a commission 
_ now in the possession of Capt. John W. Canedy, of Lake- 
ville, show that Governor Drummer did confer on William 
_ Canedy the rank and commission of Captain, and a tradition 
in the Canedy family says that Capt. C. was further reward- 
ed by the present of a township of land in Maine. He also 
¥ soon after received the commission of a. Justice of the 
_ Peace, and was made Captain of the 5th Company of the 
~ local militia of Taunton.* 

Tn the Precinct burial ground of Taunton and Lakeville, 


nds an old brown stone bearing the following inscription : 


a 


*¢ In memory of 
Witiiam Canepy, Esq’. 
Who Dec’ June y* 23 
1774 in y® 86" year 
of his age.” 


** Silent the Warrior lies. He shall no more 
Scurge the wild Natives of the Eastern Shore. 
His honorable Titles with Him fall, 
He leaves behind him friends and earthly all. 
His Soul immortal was it calmed with Peace 
Before it fled? his joys shall never cease. 
Go widowed Consort, trust in God most high, 
Children bereaved to Heaven for Grace now cry, 
That after Death to Glory you may rise above the Sky.” 


_ * The commission as Captain of the 5th company of the local militia in the town 
~ of Taunton bore the date of April 19, 1754. That company was in the 3d regiment 
a of Bristol County. Ephraim Leonard, of Norton, was Col.; Samuel White, of 
Taunton, Lieut. Col. ; and George Leonard, Jr., of Norton, Major. 

= A return made to the Governor three years later will show of whom that company 
‘in the local militia consisted. That return is on file in the office of the Secretary of 
State in Boston. 

A list of the fifth foot company in Taunton, under the command of Capt. William 
Vanedy : er ge 

eis. John Williams, Ephraim Dean, Benjamin Paul, Josiah Andrus. 
als: Zachariah Padleford, Henry Hoskins, Josiah Macomber, Israel Dean. 
mers: Jacob Williams, George Eliot. Privates: Nathaniel Andrus, David 
as, Joseph Briggs, Thomas Chase, Job Chase, Onisemus Cambell, Barnabus 
edy, Abial Caswell, Moses Keen, Jonathan King, Josiah Dean, Abraham Dean, 
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id written by Canedy’s superior officer, recommending his" 
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Capt. Aran Pemrce* (No. 57) and wife Hannan CANEDY 
had: 


1812, being in the military service of the United States. 
(161) Nathan, b. Nov. 11, 1762; m. Mary Rider, of 
Middleboro’. Hed. Jan. 10, 1817. Was drowned. They 


lived in Maine. It was thought that he was robbed and then ° 


thrown overboard. 


(160) William, b. June 2, 1759; m. 1st? Lydia Perry, 4 
of Middleboro’, Mass.; 2d, Lavina Benton. Hed. Noy. 5, — 


(162) Selah, b. Dec. 26, 1764; m. Elisha Clark, of Ro- 


chester, Mass.. She d. Aug. 30, 1817. They lived in 
Goldsboro’, Maine. ) ae 
(163) Charity, b. Oct. 28, 1766; m. Silas Williams, of 
Raynham. | 
(164) Hannah, b. Sept, 22, 1768; m. Godfrey Robinson, 
of Raynham, April 6, 1790. She d. May 25, 1846. Hed. 
July 27, 1816. He was a selectman of Raynham five years, 
and assessor five years. i 
(165) Abial, b. May 30, 1770; m. Ist, Deborah. Sears. 
She d. April 23, 1810; and he m. 2d, Mrs. Mehitable Thomas. 
He d. Feb. 28, 1854. Her maiden name was Barden. ; 
(166) Betsey, b. April 12, 1772; m. Sylvanus Thomas, 


= 


of Middleboro’, Aug. 20, 1794. She d. April, 1858. They : 


resided in Pultney, N. Y. 
(167) Thankful, b. Feb. 25, 1773; m. Abial Richmond, 
of Taunton. She d. Oct 30, 1821. 


Joel Dean, Philip Dean, Benjamin Eliot, Elijah Macomber, Edward Paddlefoot, 
Jacob Staples, Jacob Hoskins, Moses Seekins, Silas Seekins, Simeon Williams, Ele- 
muel Williams, Isiah Booth, William Barney, Seth Richmond, Samuel Richmond, 
Elijah Richmond,‘Isaac Richmond, Nathaniel Richmond, Edmon Richmond, Syl- 


vanus: Hathaway, John Omey, Zachariah Paddlefoot 2, Jacob Staples 2, Levi ~ 


Rounseful, Gideon Richmond, Jonathan Barney, Abial Macomber, William Peirce. — 
Alarm List : Samuel Peirce, Meletiah Hathaway, Edward Winslow, Job Anthoney,” 
Benjamin Chase, Samuel Peirce 2, Samuel Williams, Elder William Barney, Dea. 
Nathaniel Macomber, Elkanah Caswell, Ebenezer Andrus, Nathaniel Andrus, Geo. 
Leonard, John Seekins, Joshua Seekins, Job Macomber, Jacob Briggs, Edward 
Nickles, George Macomber, Ephraim Barrow. Israel Thresher, Clerk. 
April 11, 1757. 

* To the politeness of Capt. Godfrey Robinson, of Raynham, I am indebted for 

the names and dates of birth of Capt. Abial Peirce’s children, and to whom they 


were married. 


THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 109 
ee Mercy, b. Nov. 24, 1775; m. Capt. Turner King, 
GF Taunton, Dec. 26,1797. She d. April 30, 1821. He 
was commissioned Ensign in 1792, of a company of the local 
ilitia of ‘Taunton. 
~ (169) Dordana, b. Jan. 22, 1778; m. John Godfrey, of 
j isin, She d. Dec. 7, 1845. 
(170) Abigail, b. April 12, 1780; m. Eleazer Alden, of 
_ Bridgewater. He d. Jan. 11, 1851. “She still lives.” 
For a 2d wife Capt. Abial Peirce married Theodora Rob- 
: a inson, the widow of Lieut. Josiah Robinson, of Raynham, 


Be and dau. of Major Richard Godfrey, of Taunton. J osiah 


~ Robinson was Lieut. of the company raised for and com- 
‘missioned by Richard Godfrey in: the French and Indian 
war, and from being his subaltern, Josiah Robinson soon 
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_ ah Robinson, Theodora the widow became the wife of Capt. 
me Ab ial Peirce, of Middleboro’. The following is a correct 
_ copy of a Journal of the march of that company, kept by a 
a0 on of Major Richard Godfrey, who was a soldier in the 


: a PA Jornal of the March of Capt. Richard Godfery’s Company. 
at _ June ye 6 Day Met and Muftered upon taunton Common. 
a oe ye Eighteenth Met Again took out Snapsacks &c. 
June ye 19: at twelve a Clock Marched from Taunton And went 
on Board at Bartley, at four a Glock Saled for Newport arrived their 
at Nine in the Evening. 
: June ye 20. Saled from Newport at Six a clock and: two minutes. 
_ ‘June ye 23: Came to anker Against South hole upon Long Island 
. a about a Eleven A clock, and about twelve a clock the gun of Elezer 
Ellis was Shot off and flew all to peaces But Not a Man hurt. 
June ye 25 Entered Through Hell Gates Five Minutes Before Twelve 
_ aclock And Arrived at the city of New York Five Miftutes Before 
one a clock and ankered. 
ra a _ June ye 26 Lay att New York. 
~~ June ye 27 At 7: a Clock Saled from York for aibatiy. 
June ye 28, Sailing up to albany Their came a smart squal of wind 
with Rain and we came to anker where the clouds Broke upon the 
Mountains (at six a clock) which are Called the Bic Mountains. 
10 


eas became his Pilaw. After the death of Lieut. Josi- 


toe! 
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June ye 29: Being Sabbath Day Lay against the Blue Mountains 
Near Eleven Stones Manner just Enter’d into Albany County. 

June ye 30: Sailed again Being within the County of albany. 

July ye 1: Lay at anker Most all Day within Nine English Mile of 
the City of Albany Just at Night Saled again for albany. — 

Arrived at the city and cast out anker five Minutes Before Twelve 
a clock in the Evening. 

Lay on Bord till the 6 Day of July Then went on Shore Half an 
hour after one a clock and Marched six Miles upon the west Side of 
the River till we Came to Philip Skilers and their Camped. 

July ye 9 fome went Down to town for stores and when they had - 
Got a little way from town their Came a shower of Rain. Asa Grant 
Having a Gun charged in the Battoo William Lion Seeing it was Like 
to Rain hard fired of Grant’s Gun it flew over Board and was Lost. 

July ye 8: At 11: 0 clock 30 Men of Capt. Godfrey’s fet out for a 
Scout with Many of other Companies 110 in all Marched up the River 
16 Miles Lodged all Night. 

July ye 9 Traveled till Nine o clock set Down Eat and Drink’d 
then Marched up said River till we come to Salatogue Where the fort 
was burnt Many of ye Men got Weary and Returned Back 30: or 
More the Rest Marched up the River 1: mile and waded through to 
the Eaft side one of the poilets Shot Down a Stear and he was all Eat 
By the Solders. 

July ye 10. Marched Down the River the Eaft side. Came toa Stay 
2 Hours, Biled and Eat: then Marched Down till we cam to Hasock — 
River, Waded through shifted our courfe And Came to Hudfon’s River. 
Night Came on, ye Bushes wet. Some were for Camping in the 
woods But ye Bigger part for keeping forward. So we Marched till 
g: or 10 O Clock at Night. Then found a barn to Lodge in, But old 
percy of Capt. Gilburts Company was Left in the woods. 

July ye 11: s* percy Came Early in the Morning at four in ye Morn- 
ing we Marched down ye River on ye East Side till against where we 
Lodged ye 1: Night. Made a stop kiled a pig and Eat Heartily: 
then Came down the River ’till we gat against where we camped, 
Came over the River and gat home just at Sun Down in prety Good 
Health. 

July ye 13: Set up our tents at Colonel Scilers: After that a Ser- 
mon preached By ye Chaplen: from Pfalm 144. 10 

July: 14: Bay Regiments Mustered and passed Reveu Before 
Sheirly And Jonson. 

July ye 15: The Gun of Asa Grant which was Lost in the River, 
was found and fetched out of the Water By Eleazer Ellis. 

July 22: We Marched up the River for Crownpoint at four O Clock 
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afternoon the Battooes Set out. Hinry Bragg Being Sick, they that 

aoe re Behind to go by Land Had to Carry him Back to Colonel Skil- 

ers: So they set not out till the sun two hours high. But we all got 
eB Ks to place that Night Called the Half Moon, their Camped that Night 
_ Being : 12 Miles from Albany City. 

__ July 23: the fun two hours high, We marched up the River again 
and Came to Bad falls Called the Simloms with Much hard Labour 
gat up about Twelve. Came to a ftop for an hour then Marched 
again till about two o Clock Being about 21 Miles from Albany and 
their Set up our Tents in a rye field and Stayed all Night. 

July ye: 24: at Eight O Clock, Set up the River again andhad Very 
Bad falls all that Day But Worried through and got up to the place Call- 
ed Still Water; Being: 28 Miles from Albany City at four O Clock: 
after Noon and pitched our tents: on the East side of the River. 

July ye 27 Mr. Williams preached from Numbers 31 : ye 6 first Verses. 

July ye 29: took up our tents and Marched a Gain up the River 
about Sixteen Miles and Gat a Little above Salatogue where the fort 
was burnt and pitched our tents on the East Side of the River at Six 
o Clock. 

Upon the 15; or 16 of July John Lawrence was taken with a great 
fever to Go Home so was of and on till the 20 Day then he went of from 
us (in the Morning Not Bidding us fairwell) Down to Col. Ruggles to 

* Git off Confefsing he thought their was not a nother Such Coward in 

___ the Company So He Gat Liberty to go home with promising to weare 

a wooden Sword and we saw him no more. 

This perticular should have Been two pages Back. 
Auguft yer: 1755. We took up our Tents and Marched up the 


i _* River again at Eleven o Clock and within a mile Came to Very Bad 
falls Where we had to Draw up Every Battooe over a ladder for four 
a ‘Rods and Gat five Miles that Day By sun Down and pitched our tents 
4 on the East Side of the River. 


4 Auguft ye 2: We Lay at the foot of Very Bad falls So that Day 
was employed in unloading Drawing the Battoes over the falls, and 
} Carting the provision in waggons that Day we got But Half a mile. 
i Some Moved their tents But we mooved Not Ours. 

, August ye 3: Being the Sabbeth we Marched Very Early Came 
Z Not to any Very Bad Falls. So all the Battooes in our Rigement Gat 
4 up to the Carring place and pitched their on the Eaft side of the River 
But the waggons gat not up, So Many of our Men were obliged to 
| Lie in the woods without any Blanket although it was a Very Raine 
Night. 

The Houfe their was Called Liddifes Truck Houfe, one Regiment 
of Connetticut general Limon Gat up ye same Day and part of Colonel 
Williams Rigement the same Day. 
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Auguft ye 6: The Regiments were Called together to See one 
Bakerstaff Recieve His Punishment, who Had Been under Guard for 
some days for unnaturly Lying With a Man as with woman and for 
Strikeing another man and Giving out threting worde, the Court Mar- 
cial Centenced Him one Hundred Strips and then to Be Drumed out 
of the Army with a rope about his Neck and then to Be sent to some 
Common Goal and kept confined till the Expedition was over. Ac- 
cordingly at Two O Clock: He was Whipt One Hundred Strips at 
the whiping post then Drumed out of the Army with a Rope. about 
his Neck By a Number of Drumers, And then taken Back to the 
Guard Houfe a gain and irons put on and kept in order for an opper- 
tunity To send him To some Goal. . 

Auguft ye 7: Began to Build a fort Near Where Jeneral Nicholson 
Built a fort when formerly they went on an Expedition for Canady. Some 
Call it Liddifes Truck House. The fort House was one Hundred foot 
one way 18 foot the other, And Near Half an acre Picketed in, and 
another Guard House 30: foot one way and 14: ye other this Done 
By ye 13: Day of August. 

Auvguft: ye: 14: Jeneral Jonfon Arrived at the fort. The Same 
Day Colonel Titcomb’s Regiment Got up to this New fort and the 
Remainder of Colonel Williams Rigement and the Remainder of 
. Conecticut forces Gat up the fame Day. 

Auguft ye 17 York forces Gat up to the Carrying Place. On the 
same Day Being the Sabbath, Juft as the Chaplin was a going to 
Begin his Exercife there was an a larm Made By Reafon of a old ~ 
Squs saying there was three Hundred Indiens Coming upon the Bat- 
toes that Were Comeing up in the River, four Hundred Men Were 
Sent out to fe if their was any thing in the Noife and the Whole Bat- — 
tallion was Called to arms Ready for an in gagement. But it proved 
a falfe alarm. Neverthelefs it Put By the Public Worship. 

August ye 16: Colonel Gilbert Set out for New England. This 
Should have,Been Placed Before the Last Perticular. 

August ye 18: One Stebbens of York forces Was Drouned in the 
River By going in a Swiming. 

August ye 24: Sum Men that went to Clear Roads killed 103 Rat- 
tel Snakes. 

August ye: 26: At four o clock afternoon Marched four Rigements 
towards Lake Sacrament, and Gat five miles that Night and Camped. 
r man hurt By a fall of a tree. Left Cook and Blackman and Uriah 
Morfe at ye fort. | 

August ye 27: Marched again Early in the Morning But We got 
_ But about 5 Miles that Day and Camped, one man Shot that Day and 
Much Wounded. 
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Ye i Marched Early and cleared the Road and Gat 10 Miles that 


Bs i _ Day and Got to the Lake Before Night, Being 20 Miles from the fort. 


Auguft ye 31: Being ye Sabbath their Grew Difcontentment Very 
Much in Col. Ruggles Rigement By Reafon of Being Shortned for 


____ Bred and Not having No Rum for 5 Days, and When it Came the 


Soldiers Could Not have their Back alowance, Wherefore it Grue So 
Warm that Sept. ye 1: Early in the Morning 31: Men of one Com- 
pany Swong their Packs Marched to the Colonels tent asked for their 
Allowance, Being anfwered by Rugles he that Led the Band Said 
Clubb your fire locks and so Marched of openly. Soon after they 
were Sent after By a considerable Number. After this the Regiments 
were Called to Arms and Colonel Ruggles Made a Speech to his_ 
Regiment. And they Brought Back thofe that fled By a little after- 
noon all were Examined and Cleared But five, 2 Serg* 2 Corp® 1 sold". 

Now when the Battle Began on ye 8 Sept" 1755 thefe 5 Prifoners 
set at Libberty and the Serg* that Led of the Men was killed in Action. 

Sept. ye: 1: There went out fome Battoes in the Lake for Difcove- 
ry, and when they came in at Night they faid they Difcovered an 
Army Camped Within a few Miles, then a Dubbel Guard was set 


and all upon our watch and at Eleven o Clock one of the Sentrys fired of 


a gun and Cryed Indiens. Whereupon all arofs to arms Immediately | 
Expecting to Ingage in a few Minutes But it Proved a falfe alarm and 


Blew Over. 


Sept" ye 2: Liev’. Fairbanks, Benjamin Ray set out from Lake 
George for Albany City. 
Sabbath Day September ye 7: Their Went out a Scout of Moholks 


_ to fe if they Could not Difcover an Enemy Coming upon them “nd 


they Returned at Evening and faid they Difcovered a Great Number 


of Battoes and an Army of French and Indians Making Towards our 


Camp. All were Called to Arms and Charged to Be upon their 
Watch for their own Safty. 

Well On ye 8 Sept. Early in the Morning Hearing the Waggons 
were Befet By ye Enemy They Sent Men out of Every Rigement Near 
a Thoufand in all, and Marched about 3 or 4 miles towards Fort Ly- 
mon and then were atackt By Two or three thousand French and In- 
diens, and about Eleven o Clock The Battle was wormly Given on 
Booth sides and Many were slain on Booth sides at ye first But the 
French Being More than Dubble in Number Our men were obliged to 
Retreat Towards the Camp, Never the Lefs our men fit Bravely on the 


Retreat and thus we heard the Guns Continually going of till our men 


had Gat into the Camp, then they that Stayed at home had Placed 


_ themfelves Behind old trees that they Had fallen all round the Camp 
and ye French and indiens Followed thofe that Retreated Very Furi- 
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ously within gun shot of thofe that Lay behind the Logs Whopeing 
and Shouting as if they had made fure of all. Then thofe that Lay Be- 
hind the Logs Gave them A Brisk Volley and the artilery Played 


Very Smart and Did Good Execution, fo they were imediately Stoped 


from Coming in upon our Camp. But they fought Bold and Brave 
till after four O clock. Never was their a Minuts fpace Between the 
Guns But for the Moft Part Roared of like whole Volows. And then 
the french Retired and our Men perfued fome ways from the Camp 
and Drove their Foes and Stript the slain, and when the French had 
Gat to the Place where ye Battle Began; 200: Men from fort limon 
Came on them Very furiously and Cut them Down faft and made 
them flee and took there Powder from them and Come in Loden to the 
Camp with Packs as Much as they Could Bring in the Evening with 
Shouting for the Victory and ye Spoil. And wee took The French 
General and Brought him into our Camp wounded, Gave him good 
Quarter, Drefsed his wounds. Besides that they took Twenty-four 
Captives. after ye Battle was over ye A D: Camp Came in and offerd 
him felf Prifoner. Now The officers that Went of Coll. Ruggles 
Rig Were Capt. Gilbert, Capt. Kyes, Capt. Godfrey, Capt. Robinfon, 


+ 


Liv’. Williams, Liev‘. Nixfon, Liev’. Stebbins, Ensighn Tisdel, En- 


sighn Brintnol, Ensighn Rice. And their fell of thofe officers, Capt. 
Gilbert, Capt. Kyes, Lievt. Williams, Ensighn Tisdel, Ensighn Brint- 
nol. These fell Where the Battle Began. 

Little if anything more of general interest appears in this 
ancient journal or diary, as the writer records the fact that 
Capt. Richard Godfrey was promoted to the office of Major, 
and that he delivered to Major G. the book, Sept. 24, 1795. 


Capt. Aran Perce by 2d wife Mrs. THEoporA Rosryson, 
widow of Lieut. Josiah Robinson and dau. of Maj. Richard 
Godfrey, had: 

(171) Polly, b. Aug. 6, 1784; m. Ist, Capt. Turner 
King, of Taunton; m. 2d, Capt. John Bennet, of North 
Rochester, Mass., Dec. 21, 1825. She d. July 26, 1857. 
Bennett was Captain of a company of militia cavalry raised 
in Middleboro’ and Rochester. 


Lieut. Meiatiran Hatruaway and wife Jupira Perce (No. 

58) had : , 
(172) Abial P., b. Jan. 24,1754. He was lost at sea in 
1780. 
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( (73) Anna, b. Nov. 30, 1755; m. John Lawrenee, of 
| Ne w Bedford. She d. in 1880. 
EC 174) Abigail N., b. Feb. 4, 1758; m. Gideon Palmer, 
“of Little Campion. R.I. She d. Feb. 10, 1816. 
(175) Judith, b. Jan. 5, 1760; m. Patrick Maxfield, os 
Dartmouth, Mass. She d. July 17, 1779. 
(176) Elizabeth, b. Oct. 16, 1761; m. Abraham Max- 
Bal of Dartmouth. She d. April, 1830. 
(177) Mary, b. Noy. 27, 1763; m. Richard Haddaway, 
i of Dartmouth. 
(178) Henry, b. Jan. 5, 1766; m. Polly, a daughter of _ 
Bailey Eyans, of Freetown, Nov. 17, 1796. He d. Oct. 11, 
1808.. 
AVT9) Chloe, b. March 10, 1768; m. Ebenezer Akins, 
: cee Dartmouth. She d. in 1856. 
i (180) Ebenezer, b. April 16, 1770. Killed by a whale, 
3 April 12, 1790. 
ae 1181) Hope, b. Aug. 6, 1774; m. Nicholas Davis of 
i Jestport, Mass. She d. Sept., 1829. 
hs At (182) Reliance, b. April 19, 1774; m. Shubael, son of 
a5, olomon Terry, of Freetown, Feb. 1, 1795. She d. Feb. 1, 
1862. 

(183) seth, b. April 22, 1777; -d. Oct. 10, 1798. 


Judith the mother’s remains, with those of her husband,* 
are interred upon the farm they occupied, on the old road 
from Smith’s Mills in Dartmouth to New Bedford. She was 
a dau. of Ebenezer Peirce and wife Mary Hoskins. Melatiah, 
the husband, was son of Melatiah Hathaway and wife Anna 
Hoskins, and b. Sept. 14, 1732. Mary and Anna were sis- 
| 4 ters, and Melatiah, Jr. and wife Judith were as a conse- 
_- quence first cousins. 


+ I was indebted to Gideon P. Hathaway, Esq., late of Freetown, for the names 
Ss ae atistaren of Melatiah Hathaway and wife Judith Peirce, with dates of births; 
> also for cheering words of encouragement for my efforts to Aaihish the Peirce family 
listory, and his continued subscription, till death, to the work in which it was at 
Be 4 st Bey vice to publish the history. 


” 
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Caprain Jos Petrce (No. 59) 


Was third son of Ebenezer Peirce (No. 24) and wife 
Mary Hoskins,* and born in that part of Middleboro’ now 
Lakeville, Nov. 29, 1737. (Town Records of Middleboro’.) 

At the proper age he was apprenticed to William Stro- 
bridge, of Middleboro’, blacksmith, and while thus engaged, 
hostilities were renewed between England and France. - 

Affairs in the northern part of the colony of New York 
soon began to assume a gloomy aspect, Fort William Henryt 
being menaced by the French and Indians under the Mar- 
quis de Montcalm; who, though foiled§ in his first attempt, 
about five months after|| through the imbecility or il-timed 
prudence of Gen. Webb, the English commander, was en- 
abled to succeed in forcing the fortress to surrender, and 
then turning loose two thousand of his Indian allies upon 
the captives, fifteen hundred of the latter, in violation of the 
terms of capitulation, were butchered or dragged into hope- 
less captivity. More than one hundred of the slain and 
shockingly mangled, were left upon the ground. ‘The fort 
was cntirely demolished, and barracks and out-houses re- 
duced to a heap of burning ruins. Half consumed human 
skulls and bones, frying and broiling in the decaying fires, 
loaded the air with suffocating smoke and intolerable stench. 
The devastation, barbarity and horror that every where ap- 
peared, presented a spectacle too diabolical for description. 

It was at one of the alarms consequent on this unhappy 
state of affairs, that Job Peirce was required to leave the 


* Daughter of Henry Hoskins, and Nope wes of William Hoskins, of Taun- 
ton, and wife Sarah Caswell. 

+ War was declared June 9, 1756, and ae with the treaty of Paris, concluded 
and signed Feb. 10, 1763. 

{ Fort William Henry was at the head of Lake George, and was erected by Gen- 
eral Johnson towards the close of 1755. 

§ March 16, 1757, on the eve of St. PAtrick’s Day, the first attempt to capture the 
garrison was made, and frustrated by the vigilance of Lieut. (afterwards General) 
Stark. Montcalm expected to find them all drunk, and the Irish soldiers were, but 
Stark and his Rangers were sober and saved the fort. 

| The second and successful attack was in August, 1757. 


> 
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_- labors of the anvil, and perform a short tour of duty, in a 
_ company of the local militia of Middleboro’, under Capt. 
_ Joseph Tinkham, detached as a reinforcement for Fort Wm. 


Henry. (See French and Indian War Rolls for 1757, in 
State House, Boston.) But the crisis was over ere this gal- 


_ lant body of citizen soldiery reached the utmost limits of our 


own State, and they were therefore ordered to return, having 
neither shed blood nor had sight of the foe, and the cam- 
paign to the young militia man was but a series of scenes, 
both novel and gratifying. 

Karly the next year, Capt. Benjamin Pratt having received 
orders to raise a company for the Provincial service, Job 
Peirce succeeded in getting leave from his master to enlist 
on condition that the latter should receive one half his pay. 
April 5, 1758, therefore, witnessed his entrance into the 
regular service, as the ward of William Strobridge, of Mid- 
dleboro’, in the regiment of Col. Thomas Doty, where he 
was accredited with service 7 months and 19 days, for which 


he received 15 pounds and 9 pence, his own part amounting 


to 7 pounds, 10 shillings, 4 and a half pence, which when 


reduced to the currency of our own time was 25 dollars, 6 
anda quarter cents. (See War Rolls for 1758, at State 
House, Boston.) 


Seth Tinkham, a Sergeant and Clerk of Capt. Benjamin 
Pratt's company, kept a journal of their march, together 


with many other items of historic interest, from which I 


copy the following roll of that command. _ 

* Onidia Station, Sept. 28, 1758. Parole, Gravesend. 
Capt. Benj. Pratt; Lts. Silvester Richmond, David Sears ; 
Ensign Nelson Finney ; Sergeants, Seth Tinkham, Lemuel 
Harlow, Silas Wood, Abial Cole. Corpl’s, Archippas Cole, 
Seth Billington, Jesse Snow, John Miller. Musicians, Perez 


' Tinkham, Jacob Tinkham. Privates—Jacob Allen, Jesse 
Bryant, Joseph Bent; Abner Barrows, Abner Barrows, Jr., 


Isaac Bennett, John Bennett, Sam’l] Bennett, Benj. Barrows, 


Abraham Barden, William Barlow, Eliakam Barlow, John 


' David Sears, Jabez Snow, J oseph Godfrey, 


Quarter-Master; Jeremiah Hall, Surgeon ; 
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Barker, Perez Cobb, Onisemus Campbell, Gideon Cobb, - 
Gershom Cobb, Wm. Cushman, Peter Crapo, Thos. Caswell, , 
Jesse Curtiss, Ezekiel Curtiss, Consider Chase, Jabez Dog- 
eitt, Simeon Doggitt, Eben’r Dunham, Adam Dayid, Elkan- 
ah Elmes, John Elms, John Ellis, John Eaton, Asa French, 
Wm. Fuller, Simeon Fuller, Jedediah Holmes, John Harlow, 
Zuril Haskill, Jeremiah Jones, Jeremiah Jones, Jr., John 
Knowlton, James Littlejohn, Rohert Makfun, Thos. Miller, 
David Miller, Noah Morse, Jonathan Morse, Jacob Muxom, 
Isaac Nye, Thos. Peirce, Job Peirce, Paul Pratt, Francis 
Pomroy, Sam’ll Pratt, Sam’ll Pratt, Jr., Henry Richmond, Na- 
than Richmond, Job Richmond, Moses Reding, Noah Ray- 
mond, Barnabas Samson, Jabez Samson, Jacob Samson, 
Obadiah Samson, John Samson, Crispus Shaw, Perez Shaw, 
Zebidie Sears, Peleg Standish, Robert Seekings, Benj. 
Streeter.” : 

Upon the first page of his diary and military journal, — 
Sergt. Seth Tinkham gives the following as “* A List 3 the 
officers in Col. Thomas Doty’s Regt. in 1758.” 

Field Officers—Thomas Doty, Galpnal Elisha Doan, Lt.- 
Colonel. Richard Godfrey, Major. ; 

Captains—James Andres, Abel Keen, Benj. Pratt, Sam’l 
Knowles, Philip Walker, Gam'll Bradford, Jonathan Eddy, 
Silvanus Bourne, Josiah Thacher, Simeon Carey. 

First Lieutenants—Ephm. Holmes, Hezekiah Holmes, 
Silvester Richmond, Wool, Joseph Williams, Nathaniel 
Cook, Timothy Stanley, Barzilah Bassett, Nathan Fuller, 
Lemuel Dunbar. 

Second Lieutenants — Benj. Williams, Elisha Turner, 
Sprague, 
Jones, Josiah Edson. 


Josiah Robinson, Wm. Nye, 
Ensigns—George Sandford, Townsend, Nelson Fin- 
ney, [Thomas Johnson, Carpenter, Stephen West, 
Grover, James Churchill, Nathan Smith, Eliphalet Phillips. 
Staff Officers—Francis Miller, Adjutant; Perez Tilson, 
Babbet, 
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i eeon’s Mate ; Weaton, 2d Surgeon’s Mate; Gad 
Hitchcock, Chaplain. 


a ~ Concerning the march of Capt. Benjamin Pratt’s compa- 
ny, Sergt. Tinkham recorded as follows : 


Middleborough May 29, 1758. 
# we mett at Elijah Clapp’s a Little after Sun Rife and Drawed up 
_ our men into a body and call’ the Roll and then marched to major 
Howard’s in Bridgewater 7 miles. There went to dinner, and then 
we marched to Newcombs in Norton, and there overtook the Cart 
that had our packs, there we staid all night and Laid up Chamber. 
_ 12 miles. 

may the 30 we marched by Sunrife to Lieut. man’s in Wrentham 11. 


- ~ miles, there went to Dinner, and then we marched to Dr. Corbitt’s in 


' Billingham 10 miles, went to Supper. After supper mr. hinds preached 
Ay a Sermon to us. there our Cart overtook us. there we Stay’. 

___ may the 31, we marched to m". Graves in Mendon 3 miles, and there 
2 — went to breakfast and from there we marched to John Holland’s in 
ton 15 miles, there went to Supper, there the Cart overtook us. 
June ye 1* we Staid at Holland’s all Day Because of ye Rain and 
m1. Hinds Preached to us in Holland’s Barn. 

; Prine ye 2 we Staid and Settled our Billiting Roll and paid of Several 
Their Billiting money, in the afternoon we marched to worcester 4. 
i miles, and there Slept. 


d Drew up into a Line with the Regiment Called over our Roll and 
_ then our Company marched off. there our Capt. Left us and went to 
Boston. I and Archippus Cole Staid at worcester untill next morning. 

_ June ye 4. on Sunday we two went after our Company, we marched 
to Lefter 4. miles, and there went to Breakfast at m™. Sergant’s, from 
there we went to Spencer and there went to meeting in forenoon, from 
_ there we marched to Robert Clafton’s in Brookfield 153 miles, and 
_ there went to Supper and Staid all night. 

June ye 5. we marched to James Nichol’s 2 miles, and there we paid 
_ of all our Billeting money. Two of our men, viz Jefsee Curtifs and 


ii _ June ye 3. we Muftered our men by Eight 0, Clock in the morning. 
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June ye 6" I went to breakfast at Lyman’s and staid untill our Com- 
pany Came up, then we marched to Jonathan Graves in Cold Spring 
6 miles, from Lymon’s, there I hired Jabez Doggitt to go Back to Git 
my Coat, which was Left where our Company Staid Last night at 
Scot’s 9 miles Back, and I ftaid until he Came Back again, then we 
two went after our Company to Hadley which was g. miles and Got 
there about g. o clock at night. 

June ye 7 we musterd our men to Go over to Northampton but we did 
not go over untill the afternoon, then were all Carried over and Billet- 
ed. out upon the Province Cost in Hampton Town. 2 mile. 

June ye 8. we Staid waiting for orders. 

June ye 9. we Drawed Seven Days allowance To Carry to Green 
Bush and in the afternoon we marched and Encampt in the woods. 

June ye 10. we marched to a Tavern in the woods and Staid untill the 
Rigt. Came up and then marched untill night then Encamped, Set out 
our Centrys and went to Sleep. 

June 11. Sunday we marched till about noon Through mud atid 
water over hills and mountains, the worst way that Ever was, and 
about 2. o Clock in the afternoon Came up a thunder Shower and wet 
us as wet as we Could be, we marched a Little Farther and Incampt, 
and fet our Centrys. John Bennett and Perez Cobb went back 2 mile 
to fetch a sick man Belonging to Capt. Hodgers wile was gone for- 
ward. 

June ye 12 we marched to Pantoofuck fort, Got there a Little before 
night, mustered our men and took 13 for Guard. 

June ye 13. I made a Return To our Adjutant and then we marched 
to another fort and staid there a Little while and then we marched 
untill night and Incampt with Capt. Hodgers and Capt. Cary and 
took 15 men for Guard that Night. 

June ye 14 we marched to the half way houfe which was 80. miles 
to the best of our Judgement from Northampton there we Incampt, 
Took 6. men for Guard. 

June ye 15 we marched to Green Bush 12 miles, from thence we 
went up the River 2. miles above Albany and Crofsed s* River and 
Incampt. 

June ye 16 fryday, we Drawed our Allowance of meat, flower, Rice 
and Butter, at night took 3 men for Guard. 

June 17 Saturday, we drawed our Guns out of the Stores and 
ammunition, tents in p&rt, took 3 men for Guard. 

June ye 18. Sunday, we went to meeting the forenoon heard m’, 
hitchcock Preach, and then prepared to march. I went up in a Bat- 
toe as far as Coll. Schiler’s and their Staid all night. Iwas taken not 
well. 
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, June ye Ig. we marched to the half moon. Good Traveling but we 
had 3 Rivers to wade over. I was Sick’ all Day but I made out to fol- 
low ye Company. | 


Encamped. Took 15 men for Guard. 

a Be tiicie ye 21. we marched to Still water 15 miles and Incampt. Took 

- 5 men for Guard. | 

_ June ye 22 we marched to Saratoga 14 miles and Incampt. Took 

10 men for Guard and I went on my Self. 

_ June 23 we marched to fort miller, from there our company went 
in Battoes to fort Edward. Got there about Sun Set. Took 8 men 

and a Corporal for Guard. 

ay June ye 24 we Drawed the Rest of our arms. Draughted out 7 

-_ men to go to fort miller and there to {tay under the Command of Capt. 

Borne. Took 12 men and a Serg* for Guard. 

; June the 25. Sunday we were Alarmed by the Regulars and Drawed 
‘ Be allowance for 4 days. Took 8 men for Guard and ye Ensign. 

SS pee 26 monday Drawed 3 Days allowance Got our men Ready to 
march. ‘Took 8 men and a Serg' for Guard. 

_ June ye 27 we marched to ye half way Brook 7 miles, pitched our 
_ tents, took 6 men and a Corp" for Guard. 

G pore, Got there about 12 o Clock 7 miles, there we heard Cape 
itten was taken, we pitched our Tents in order. I bought a quar- 
_ ter of mutton and Gave one Dollar for it. 

> a = ol 29 I made Return of all the men that had been in Seige and 
ill Carpenters and masons. Took 4 men ‘and a Serg* for the main 
gard and a Corpl and 3 men to Guard the provoo. 

Fine the 30 we took outa Leiv‘. and to men to work upon the Block 
elerac and 3 for Guard. Nathan Cary of Capt. Cary’s Company was 

Shott by an accident with a Ball which went Through his Body but 
we hope he will Gitt well. 

_ July 1. we took out 7. men to work on the Fort and 3 for Guard 
, “a Received orders if any man was found a Gaming he Should Re- 
ceive 300 Lashes Immediately. 
os July 2°* Got my Gun mended which Cost me half a Dollar. Took 
ou - Two of our men viz Obadiah Samson and Simeon fuller which 
__were Sick and Sent them Down to Fort Edward in a waggon. Corpl. 
‘B illington was Taken very Sick. 

_ July the 3 we Drew up into the Rigament Drawed out all those that 
tas ould go in whale Boats and all them Received Cartouch Boxes and 
A Tom lawks, and Drawed allowance for 5. Days of Pork and Flower 
d one of fresh Beef. 

11 


or 


4 — June ye 20 we marched to about half way to the Still water and 


June 28 we Struck our Tents about Sunrise and marched to Lake - 


122 THE PEIRCE FAMILY, 


July 4 the whale Boat men Drawed up into a Body fired off all 
their Pieces, then Drawed 30 Rounds a peice of powder and ball, then 
Received Orders to be Ready to march Next morning at day break. 

July 5. we Got into our whale Boats before Sunrife and Rowed off 
about a mile and Staid untill Co" Bradstreet gave us orders to go for- 
ward. 

Col. Doty’s Rigt went Chiefly in whale Boats. Each Boat carried 
about 10 men, the Battoes and the Rest of our army folowed with all 
our Stores and we went down the Lake as far as where Coll. Parker 
_had his fight Last year. there we Landed upon that point. See Sever- 
al men’s bones Lay there. Some of our men found a Gun and several 
other things that was Lost in the Fight, from thence we Rowed about a 
mile and Stoped and eat Some Victuals and Staid till about Seven 
o clock at Night, then we Sot out again and Rowed all Night. 


Among the stories with which a fond parent sought to 
interest me when a child, was a repetition of his father’s ac- 
count of what he saw and suffered in this bloody campaign, 
and more particularly the disasters of July 6 and 8, 1758, 
to the consideration of which we are now brought in the peru- 
sal of the soldier’s narrative. 

Just at dark on a sultry Saturday evening, a well armed 
force of sixteen thousand men debarked upon a beautiful 
cape on the western shore of Lake George, to enjoy a few - 
hours repose, and re-embarking before midnight, moved slow- 
ly and majestically down the lake early Sunday morning. 
In a large boat the youthful hero, Lord Howe, the loved and 
honored of both officers and soldiers, led the van of the 
flotilla, accompanied by a guard of Rangers. In the “full 
blaze of red uniforms,’ next came the English Regulars, 
while the Proyincials occupied the wings, and thus under a 
clear sky, without a breeze to disturb the placid waters, this 
imposing armament exhibited a grand military show. Ata 
later hour Sunday morning (July 6), this formidable army 
was safely landed about four miles from Fort Ticonderoga 
(then held by the French), and before noon in three columns, 
with the Rangers of Rogers and Stark as advance and flank 
guard, pressed steadily forward through a dense forest 
towards the point of destined attack. But, through the ig- 
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- norance of the guides, they were soon thrown into confusion, 
__and, encountering the French advanced guard, a skirmish 


ensued, in which Lord Howe was killed, and the English 
greatly fatigued, broken and confused, fell back to the place 
of landing and there bivouacked for the night. Some ac- 
counts assert that two of these columns met and through 
mistake fired upon each other. 

Such was the account that secured the strict attention of 
my juvenile ears, and filled my young mind with wonder and 
astonishment; such the story that found a place in story books, 
school books and histories of the nation. But why depend - 
upon tradition that is frequently unreliable, why give implicit 
confidence to the too often prejudiced pens of historians, when 
the written testimony of an eye witness, a participant in the 
bloody affray, penned down too at the time and while all the 
facts were fresh in mind, is at hand? ‘To the old Journal of 
Sergeant Tinkham, therefore, let us again refer and learn the © 
particulars, as viewed from his stand-point, of this battle be- 


_ tween the forces of the two greatest and most powerful Chris- 
tian nations of the whole earth, as they initiate the slaughter 
upon the Sabbath day: — 


' July 6. we Stoped about a mile below the Advanced Guard and 
Staid untill the Battoes came up, then we in our whale Boats was 


_ ordered to Row up and Land, which we did a Little Below the Guard 


e 
a 
4 


without Damages although we was fired upon, we Landed and Ran 
up to an old Breast work, then we See the French Striking their Tents 
and Running of. Major Rogers and his men Ran over after them and 
Killed 2 or 3 of them, after the Battoes were all Landed Several Rigt* 
of Regulars and Rangers and Some of our provintials marched To- 
wards the Narrows and met witha party of French and Indians and 
had a Fight, we Lost about 20 men, and took. 130 prisoners: Lord 
How was Killed that Day, at night They Came into a Breast work 
that we had made a Little below the advanced Guard and Slept. 


Early on the morning of the 7th, Col. Bradstreet advanc- 
ed and occupied an abandoned position of the enemy, near 


_ the present village of Ticonderoga, and an engineer, sent 
forward to reconnoitre, reported the French fort to be in an 
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unfinished condition and that it could be easily taken. Such 
is history as accepted, and such probably the facts. But 
‘Col. Bradstreet was of the Regulars, and we wish to know 
what the Provincials were about, and Tinkham’s Journal at 
least in part supplies that want. 1 ' 

July ye 7 Coll. Doty’s Rigt™. went out upon a {cout as far as where 

_ they had the fight but See nothing but Dead men and Packs, thence 
we Returned back to our Breast work, and about the middle of the 
afternoon we marched within a mile of the Narrows where the Regu- 
lars and some other Rig had Incampt by a saw mill. 

July 8th, the troops were again put in motion towards the 
fort, which, as they approached, was found to completely shel- 
ter the French, who opened upon the English with a heavy 
discharge of artillery. Yet, inspite of this terrible storm of 
death, the English pressed forward, determined to carry the 
works by assault. In this they were prevented by a well 
constructed abatis, which for four hours they sought in vain 
to remove or cut their way through ; while at each succes- 
sive and rapid discharge of the French artillery scores of the 
brave English soldiers were mown down, and it was not until 
the loss of the latter amounted to nearly two thousand men 
that Gen. Abercrombie ordered a retreat. And what a re- 
treat was that! The horrors of the scene were clearly remem- 
bered by Job Pierce to his dying day. The ground, said he, 
was covered with the dead and dying; the latter appealing 
for assistance in tones of anguish enough to move in pity 
the hardest heart; for every bush seemed the covert of a 
lurking savage ready to pounce upon, torture and tear the 
wounded, strip and mangle the dead, while their unearthly 
yells drowned in demoniac discord the ear-piercing cries of 
the wounded, as though 


‘* All the fiends from heaven that fell 
Had pealed the banner ery of hell.’’ 


Of this battle, the Sergeant under that date entered in 
his diary— 

We marched with the Light Infantry. They went forward Co™ 
Doty Brought up the Rear in Sight of the Fort, there we Drawed up 
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, Deep, the Light Infantry about 10 Rods before us Expecting Every 
4 noment To be fired upon, in the mean Time Co" Johnfon with a party 
of f Indians upon the west side of ye Lake marched up to the Top of 
5 a hill where he with his Indians fired upon the Fort with the hideous 
- ‘yelling of the Indians the worst noife I ever heard, and Drove a party 
_ of French into the Lake. about Eleven o Clock the Regulars marched 
up and all the Rhode Islanders and a Little paft 12 o Clock they began 
To Fire upon The French at the Breaftwork which was made of 
_ heaped Timber and a Trench around it very strong which was Built 
after we Drove the advanced Guard off, had we Gone forward at our 
first Landing we Could have Got the Ground, the Regulars Drawed 
up before the Breaftwork and fought againft it with Small arms 5 
’ hours, the French would fire upon them with their Artillery and with 
_ one field piece Killed 18 Grenadiers dead upon The Spott, the number 
of men Lost is not ascertained but by all accounts we Lost 3000 Be- 
t sides wounded. had Major Rogers had his Liberty and Done as he 
ei es ep we Should have Drawed them out of their Breaftwork, but 
1 Bradftreet Come up with his Rig’" and Drove.on and Loft all- 
pe st all his men, our Artillery Come up the Lake allmost to us and 
then was ordered Back I know not for what Reafon, and towards night 
we} was Ordered back to the advanced Guard, and Got there about 9. 
a) Clock, we had nothing to Eat, the allowance we had before we Set 
out from Lake George was not Enough for one Day, and we Got no 
e -more untill we Got Back, Jabez Doggett-was wounded. 
July 9 we was ordered to go on board our Boats and go back to 
Lake George which we Did and Rowed all Day without any thing to 
_ Eat, we got back about Sunfet but could Draw no allowance untill 
; next Day, and fo had nothing To Eat that night. 
July 10. we Drawed allowance of pork, flower and Rice and Butter, 
our Company was moft all Sick by Reason of the Late Fight. 

July 11 we Laid in our Tents had nothing to Do but Guarding. 

12 Ditto. 

July 13 we had orders To Remove our Tents beyond the old Fort 
_ and before we had done pitching them we had orders to Remove them - 
~~ back again. 
“a July 14 nothing to do. July 15 we went out a hunting John Barker 
Killed a Bear and there was 3 french prisoners Taken upon the Lake 
by a party of men Sent Down to the Island to Stay there as Spies. 
; July 16. Sunday we Struck our Tents and marched for Fort Edward, 
we marched as far as the half way Brook and there we met Capt. 
pratt. From thence we marched to Fort Edward, Got there about Sun 


, Sj ly 17 Struck our Tents and marched to Saratoga and there Drawed 
\g 11* 
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two Days allowance and then marched about a mile and a half and 
Pitched our tents in the Long field. 

July 18 we Struck our Tents about Sunrise and marched for Still 
water. Got there about 10 o Clock, we had 2 Carts to our Company to 
carry our packs. from there we marched to the half way house Be- 
tween Still water and half moon, and there Pitched our tents and there 
was two killed and Scalped at Scattercook. 

July 19 we marched Down to the half moon and Pitched our Tents 
There. a Great many of our men went over the River Intending to go 
home. There I was taken verry Sick. 

July 20. I took out of the Stores one pint of wine one Bowl of San- 
garres and one pound of plumbs. 

July 21 I Took out of the Stores one pint of wine. 

July 22 we were Ordered To Load up our Tents and Packs. our 
Tents we Loaded, but they would not Load their packs, and when we 
were ordered to march Capt. Keen’s men Clubbed their Fire Locks and 
followed Serg' Rogers and Several from other Companys, we were all 
ordered to Surround Them and Then Took away their Fire Locks and 
Carried them back To The Barracks and Confined Them. The Two 
Sergt viz. Rogers and Cushing was pinioned and 4. more Sent Down 
to albany that Night, the Rest were Kept untill further Orders. 

July 23. we Brought the prisoners out and after the Co" had Re- 
proved them Releafed Them and then we marched up to Lowden’s 
Ferry and went over and Incampt in tents and Barracks. 

July ye 24 we marched To Schenectedy and Got there about Sun 
fet which was 14 miles, Pitched our tents a very Rainy Night. 

July 25 Drawed 3 Days allowance Co" Worfter Regt marched For 
the German Flats. 

July 26 Staid waiting for Orders, the men almoft all Sick. 

July 27 Ditto. ye 28 we Drawed allowance to Carry us to the Great 
Carrying place. 

July 29 our Rig*. marched for the German flats, they moftly went in | 
Battoes. I Staid behind being not well and fo did a Great many of 
-our Company. 

July 30 we that Staid behind Laid in the Barracks. 

July ye 31% a Little paft noon we had a Shock of an Earthquake. 

August 1* a Little before day there was another Shock of an Earth- 
quake. | 

August 2™* Coll. Doty Set out after his Rigt we that were Left be- 
hind which were. 28 in number had nothing to do, at night Sergt Cole 
and I Drawed a good mefs of Squashes out of the Dutch Stores. 


August 3 Our men that were Left behind at ye half moon and 
albany Came to us. 
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a August 4" Serg’. Cole and I went a hunting and Killed a partridge, 

a black Squirril and a pidgeon. 

. _ August 5. Several more of our men Came up from albany and joined 

us. Leiut. Sears Came up with them. 

_ August 6. Sunday I went to meeting in the forenoon but did not 

underftand one word that was Said, we heard that Cape britten was 

__ taken,-and at night Ensign Jonfon made a bonfire for the Good news, 

_ this fire was Called Johnfon’s Hell. 

August 7. I and Serg*. Cole went a hunting, I killed a Raven flying, 

as a Dutchman was taking down his Gun to go a hunting his Gun 

went of by Accident and Shott his wife dead on ye fpott. I Recieved 

a Letter from home. 

August 8. Changed my Cloths then went to ye Dutch funeral. 

Auguft 9 we Drawed 6. Days allowance, I went with a party to 

Load Battoes and heard m*. hitchcock Preach from Pfalms. 

Auguit 10. I and 4 more of our Company fet out to go to,German 

flatts under the Command of Lt. Hezekiah Holmes who had 140 under 

his Command, that night we Encampt. * 

_ __ Auguft 11 Set out again with our Battoes which was the worft work 

coms > jog ever I did, we worked all day and got about 4 miles. 

_ Auguft 12 Archippus Cole Left us, we went up I don’t know how far. 
__Auguft 13 we Laid Still all Day by Reafon that about 30 of our men 

oa were taken Sick and fent back. 

_ Auguft 14 we Set out with 5 men in a battoo and went as far as the 

pe _ Jolly Irishmans house and Encampt. 

_ Auguft 15 we Staid at the Jolly Trishman’ s all day by Reafon of 

her cedkain, 

Auguft 16. we went up the River above Jonfon’s fort and Encampt. 

Auguft 17 we went 3 miles above hunters fort and Encampt. 

Aug’ 18 we made the beft of our way up the River. 

Aug* 19 we went up the River about 2 miles and had a Courtmartial 

upon micha Collins for Swearing and Gitting Drunk and Condemed 

him to have 50 Lashes, but his execution was defered on his Good 

behavior. 

Aug' 20. we went up the River beyond fort hendrick and Pere 

Aug* 21. we Got to the Little Carrying place about ro at night. 

Aug. 22. we had 2 waggons to Carry over our Loading. 

Aug. 23 we Staid waiting for our Loading and battoes to be Carried 

over and had a Court martial upon John Doty of Capt. Cary’s Com- 

pany and Condemed him to have 35 Lashes. 

~~ Auguft 24 Got all our provisions Carried over. 

__ Auguft 25 we all marched over to the other Landing and there our 

_ Company was Divided into 3 parts, 80 went forward and Leivt Holmes 
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and Williams, 25 was Stationed at the Little Carrying place under Lt, 
Robinfon, 25 went down to fort Hendrick with Ensign Jonfon. Wh 

Auguft 26 we Staid at the Little Carrying place to Guard Provisions. — 

Auguft 27 Sunday we helpt Over with Several Battoes. _ f Shott. 
and killed nineteen pidgeons. ine 

Auguft 28 nothing Remarkable. 

Auguft 29 Two more of our Company Came up with a party ited 
Ensign Stanford, viz Henery Richmond and Jedediah Holmes. 

Auguft 30 Nothing Remarkable. 

Auguft 31 I Sot out with James Alexander in a Battoo to come to— 
Schenectady and Staid at the Jolly Irishmans. - 

Sept. 1 we Sot out and Came down to Schenectady where we ar- 
rived about two o Clock. 

Sept. 2 was not able to Go about by Reafon of Boils. 

Sept. 3° I heard m"™. Hitchcock preach in the Dutch meeting House 
from Hofea 13 Chap‘. 9 verfe. 

Sept. 4 Benj™ Atkings of Capt. Bowin’s Company was Tryed by a 
Riggementel Court martial*for not obeying Orders. the Court whereof 
Capt. Pratt was President, L*. Cook, Edfon, Sprague, and Ensign 
Finney were members and Condemed him to have 1o Lashes. 

Sept. 5. Lt. Sprague Set out for Little falls with Eight Battoes of 
provisions and 48 men. | 
Sept. 6 we were Alarmed by Some Indians that Came and took a 
man about 2 miles below the town, we musterd and went over the 
River to the place where the man was taken Se 2 Indians but could 

not overtake them. ' 

Sept. 7 Several of our men Set out in Battoos to go to Little falls. 
I Drawed 7 Days Allowance for the men here, we heard the good 
news of the Surrender of Catrague at which news we all Drawd up 
into the Citty to the Co" Houfe, there fired a Volley and he Gave us 
what punch we Could Drink. the first news we heard was a Letter 
from the Rev’ Mr. Shute of Co" Williams Rigt. to the Rev. Mr, 
hitchcock. 


This tour of Job Peirce’s service closed on the 24th of Noy., — 
1758, or five days before he attained his majority. Remain- 
ing at home through the winter, the next spring (viz., April 
6, 1759), he again enlisted, and from the French and 
Indian War Rolls at the State House, Boston, we learn 
that he served out the term of another enlistment of 30 
weeks. For this service his wages amounted to 13 pounds 
and 10 shillings, from which was deducted the sum of 
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8 pence he had received of Lemuel Dimbaie his captain ; 


thus leaving the balance due him, 13 pounds 9 shillings and 
4 pence, which in our currency equals 44 dollars 89 cents.* 
His second term of Provincial service was performed at 
Halifax, N.S. At its close, being about the commencement 
of December (1759), Job Peirce, with other soldiers whose 
enlistment had just expired, was put on board a government 
transport bound for Boston, but had not been out long ere 
they encountered a severe storm; that speedily reduced the 
vessel to an unmanageable wreck, which with the relief 


afforded by almost constant pumping was yet scarcely able 


to float. When the storm subsided they found themselves 
far out of their course, and short of provisions. Entirely at 
the mercy of currents and sport of the winds, thus they drifted 
for several weeks ; but when hope had nearly vanished, their 
fresh water about exhausted and almost the last biscuit served 
out, they discovered land, and succeeded in getting ashore 
on one of the West India Islands, where they were forced 
to remain till some vessel, homeward bound, chanced to 
stop. 

Meanwhile, news of the departure of the transport from 
Halifax, together with the names of her ill-fated passengers, 
was received in the Old Colony homes of returning soldiers ; 


and after anxious watching and waiting for intelligence of 


those who survived the storm, the parents of Job Peirce felt 
compelled to relinquish all hope of ever again seeing their 
son, till “the great seas give up their dead.” The sorrow- 
ing parents are in a measure comforted for their supposed loss 
in the safe return of their older son, Lieut. Abial Peirce, 
from the famed field at Quebec ; for whose preservation in 
the terrible day of battle they devoutly thank God. 

The weary months of a cheerless winter at length are 


_ * Tam thus particular, that it may readily be seen how small a sum of money 
those men received who braved these dangers and endured all this suffering. 

+ Job Peirce’s term of service at Halifax, N.8., expired Nov. 2, 1759, and that 
of his brother, Lieut. Abial Peirce, at or near Quebec, Dec. 16, 1759. 
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passed, and no news being received of the loved one and 
lost, a proper respect for his memory is thought to demand 
the public demonstration of a funeral, and the erection of a 
monumental stone. 

The warm sun that brings ‘“ seed time and halen ” has 
returned; and Job Peirce, the brave soldier and tempest- 
tossed sailor, has at last succeeded in securing a passage on 
board a vessel bound for New England, and is safely landed 
at New Bedford. Allowing no delay, he out-travels the news 
of his arrival, and stands upon his native hills again. Scenes 
familiar, orchards and beechen forests meet his eye ; but, 
save the lowing of cattle and the singing of birds, a death- 
like stillness prevails, for it is Sunday—a New England Sab- 
bath, kept after the manner of the Puritan fathers. No 
alarm was thereforé occasioned in his mind to find his home 
untenanted, the entire family having repaired to the country 
church to attend public worship; an example he lost no 
time in following. Arriving at the sanctuary during the 
“long prayer,” he at its close walked reverently up the aisle 
to the family pew, and there took his seat, creating no small 
stir among the worshippers ; for the superstition of that day — 
invested the sight with far less novelty than terror. It is un- 
certain how the grave assembly would have gained its equili- 
brium, but for the good sense and remarkable presence of 
mind exhibited by the preacher, who was about to open the 
sacred volume to improve upon his contemplated text ; 
when this unexpected sight quite upset his former plans, 
and without finding it or even opening the book, he gave out 
for his text that passage of the Scripture which saith, “ For © 
this my son was dead and is alive agam, he was lost and is 
found.” 

For the next two years, the name of Job Peirce does not 
appear upon the War Rolls at the State House. One brother, 
however, has been promoted to a captaincy, raised his com- 
pany and again repaired to the field, taking another brother 
in the capacity of a private soldier. The reason why Job 
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did not also go, will be evident from the fact, that soon after 


_ this was the publishment of “the banns” between Job 


Peirce, of Middleboro’, and Miss Elizabeth Rounsevill,* of 
Freetown. She was the orphan daughter of William Rounse- 


_ yill, eldest son of Philip Rounsevill the emigrant, who at 


that time was one of the wealthiest men in Bristol county, 
and among the largest landholders of the Colony. May 18, 
1761, Job Peirce, of Middleboro’, and Elizabeth Rounsevill, 
of Freetown, were joined in marriage (see Town Records 
of Middleboro’), he being 23 years of age, and she 17. 
Early the next year (viz., March 24), Job Peirce for a third 
time enlists, and his name now appears “in his Majesty’s 
Service,’ and in the company of which ‘“‘ Ephraim Holmes, 


_ Esq. is Captain.” Here he served till March 14, 1763, or 


50 weeks and 6 days. The whole amount of his wages was 
22 pounds 17 shillings and 9 pence, of which he had taken 
14 shillings in beer, and the balance due him was 22 pounds 
3 shillings and 9 pence. With Job, in this company, also 
served his brother Henry Peirce, who was six years his junior. 

News of the treaty of peace concluded and signed Feb. 10, 


1763, between England and France, rendered their further 


Service unnecessary, and Capt. Abial Peirce, with his broth- 


ers Job and Henry, were honorably mustered out of the 


service, and for the next twelve years suffered to dwell in 


peace at home. 

During his absence upon this last campaign (viz., April 25, 
1762), the happiness of his house was increased by the birth 
of their first child, a daughter, blessed with good constitu- 
tion, sound health, and remarkable sweetness of temper, 


which with a well-balanced mind, made her the loved and 


* Her brother Levi Rounsevill was Captain of the only Freetown company of 
Minute Men ‘‘ that responded to the call at Lexington alarm, and he afterwards 
raised and commanded a company in the 9th regiment of the Continental army.’’ 


Nathaniel Morton, grandfather to Gov. Marcus Morton, was his Lieutenant in the 


company of Minute Men, and Henry, a younger brother of Capt. Job Peirce, was his 
Lieutenant in 9th regiment of the Continental army. (See War Rolls in office of the 


; Secretary of State, Boston.) 
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honored of all classes of society, and no doubt conspired to | 


prolong her life of usefulness to the good old age of 85 years. 
With the return of peace, the young husband, released from 
further service in the field of carnage, with health and morals 
unimpaired, returned to the bosom of his family and friends ; 
and the grateful parents, mindful of*God’s watchful care, 
name their first born, Mercy. 

(184) “Mercy Peirce, b. April 25, 1762; m. Oct. 11, 1782, 
Major Peter Hoar, of Middleboro’, an officer of the Patriot 


army in the war of the Revolution. She d. May 20, 1847, - 


in her 86th year. Hed. March 12, 1815, aged 60 years. 


(Town Records of Middleboro’.) He was elected as a Se- 


lectman of Middleboro’ fifteen years, and Representative to 
the General Court in 1809-10-11. He was also a Justice 
of the Peace for Plymouth county when that commission 
conferred more than a compliment to its possessor, viz., 
from 1811 till his death; and from the date of his first mili- 
tary commission till his honorable discharge from senior 
Major, or Lt.-Colonel, was about 30 years. 

The year 1763 was rendered memorable in the family of 


Job Peirce by two events :—first, his safe and final return- 


home from the sanguinary fields of the French and Indian 
war ; and secondly, by the death of his wife’s grandfather, 
Philip Rounsevill, of Freetown, at the age of 85 years. 
Philip Rounsevill emigrated to America from Honetun, in 
Devonshire county, England, about the year 1700, being 
then near 23 years of age. He was by trade a clothier or 
cloth dresser, but by practice a shrewd schemer; and keen 
calculations of singular foresight enabled him to accumulate a 


much larger property than was acquired by any of his neigh- 


bors.. He not only had the faculty to get, but also to keep ; 
for he was patient, self-denying and exceedingly obstinate, 
and 60 years of almost unprecedented success made him not 
a little purse-proud, arbitrary and overbearing. Such un- 
limited confidence did he repose in himself and such con~ 
tempt for the opinions of every body else, that his children, 


* 
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ein their nonage in their ability to.manage property, and no 
_ division of his property would he make with any of them. 
They must wait till after his death, and all must keep upon 
their good behavior, or “ King Philip” (as his neighbors nick- 


named him) would*cut them off with a shilling at last. 
William Rounsevill, eldest son of Philip, had died when his 
daughter Elizabeth was little more than five months old. 
When, therefore, Job Peirce became the husband of Eliza- 
beth Rounsevill, it was expected that he would be extremely 
careful to humor the whims of her austere grandfather, in 
the hope that his wife might be handsomely provided for in 


the will of that man whose perverseness had kept his fami- 


ly under such long and degrading surveillance. The young 
wife is still at her grandfather’s, and the old gentleman, who 
is evidently pleased with her husband, astonishes the neigh- 
bors by the liberality of his expenditure for the beautiful 
furniture he has procured as the outfit for the granddaugh- 
ter. The day was set when the house-keeping of the youthful 


_ pair should commence, and Job Peirce sent an old-fashioned, 
- long-bodied ox-cart to take to their new house the first load 
- of furniture. When the cart was loaded and ready to start, 
- Philip Rounsevill thus addressed the young husband :—“ The 
_ furniture upon this cart is mine, and I loan it to you for the 


use of your wife, my granddaughter.” ‘Indeed,’ said the 
young man, with mock gravity, ‘“‘ indeed, you surprise me ; 
now let me return your favor by surprising you equally as 


- much. I am unwilling to borrow any thing of you, nor will I ;” 


and, suiting his action to the words, stepped to the forward 
end of the cart, and raised it till the tailbridge rested on the 
ground, then starting the team drove on till. the last article 
of furniture had tumbled from the cart and lay scattered 


upon the ground; then turning to his bride, he said, ‘‘ Come, 


let us go home, I didn’t borrow you.” 
~ No murmur or word of complaint escaped the lips of the 


_ lady whose money matters had been thus seriously compro- 
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mised, for with her hand she had given her heart, and was 
ready to leave not only her mother but grandfather with all 
his wealth, if the same in any measure sought to pluck asun- 
der what God had joined together. With modern educa- 
tion and less good sense than she inherited and ever possess- 
ed, possibly she would have made the important and at pre- 
sent popular discovery, the incompatibility of temper of her 
husband, and applied for that ne plus ultra of improvements, 
a divorce! Her husband fully appreciated the worth of his 
* wife, and realized the obligation he was under; and thus 
was laid the firm and lasting foundation for that mutual 
affection towards each other, which ever characterized their 
married life. When, therefore, the burthen of more than | 
80 years was upon him, and the pains, aches and decrepi- 
tude to which flesh at four score is the legitimate heir were 
realized in his person, Job Peirce was frequently heard to 
say, “‘ Had I not lived to be old, I never should have known 
how an old person feels ; but it is all right, for I have had 
a long life of prosperity, health and happiness. I have 
taken a great deal of comfort in living ;” and then, in the 
language of his illustrious namesake of the land of Uz, would 
add, ‘‘ Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall 
we not receive evil?” It was to his wife’s sagacity or prac- 
tical common sense that Job Peirce owed much of that coun- 
sel which so perfected his plans as to secure for him that 
long and uninterrupted tide of good fortune by which he was 
made to rank among the most wealthy men of his native 
town. 

Philip Rounsevill, the grandfather, was a man far too 
practical to allow any sudden gust of passion to put him 
permanently in the mood to wrong his own blood, and no 
doubt soon felt a secret satisfaction, and indulged an inward 
pride in the flattering prospects of the young people who 
had so resolutely and yet so patiently set out unaided to face 
the storms and ‘stem the adverse currents of life; and, at his 
death, it was found that Elizabeth, although the wife of the 
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4 unyielding Job Peirce, had been well cared for, and her 
_ portion equalled all her most sanguine expectations had ever 
~ caused her to anticipate, even had her husband given the 
utmost satisfaction to the austere donor. Their union was 
now blessed in the birth of a second child, their first-born 
‘son, whom the happy mother christens with the name of her 
___ deceased father, who had died more than 20 years before. 
— (185) +~=William Rounsevill Peirce was b. April 19, 1764 ; 
___‘m. Leonora (daughter of Francis ?*) Jones, of Beaufort coun- 
___ ty, N. Carolina. William was a sailor in the Patriot navy in 
____ the war of the Revolution, was captured, carried to England 
and there confined. He also served as a soldier in Capt. 
' Henry Peirce’s company, upon R. Island; after the war 
became a master mariner, and died May 15, 1794, upon the 
_____ Island of St. Bartholomew, where he was buried. A stone 
Ee “was erected to his memory in the family cemetery in Mid- 
< an dleboro’, now Lakeville. Leonora the wife died in North 
ae Carolina, ‘Their only child died in infancy. 
(186) Elizabeth, second dau., b. Jan. 6, 1766; m. Jan. 
Be 6, 1788, General Abial Washburn, of Middleboro’.t She 
_ d, March 23, 1850. He d. June 17, 1843. Justice of the 
Peace and Quorum. 

(187) Job,f second son, b. Dec. 12,1767; m. Jan. 3, 
1799, Anna, dau. of Lieut. Robert Strobridge, of Middle- 
boro’, now Lakeville. This eminently successful merchant d.. 

at Freetown Sept. 22, 1805, and was buried (with military 

honors) in the family cemetery in Middleboro’. Anna the 

widow became wife of Lieut. John Hinds, of Freetown. 
(188) Anna, third dau., b. Dec. 18, 1769 ; m. Dr. Nicho- 


* Tradition in the family says she was the daughter of Esquire Jones, and some 
of William’s papers lead us to suppose Francis Jones, Esq., of Beaufort Oo., N. C. 

{~ He was commissioned Adjutant of 4th Regiment in 1st Brigade, 5th Division, 
Oct. 2, 1788. Promoted to junior Major of said Regiment May 1, 1794. Senior 
* Major, Jan. 4, 1797. Lt. Col. Commandant, July 22, 1800. Reeser General, 
Sept. 4, 1816. Honorably discharged in 1824. Paid iN largest tax in Middleboro’. 

7 iissicned Captain of Ist Company of Infantry in Freetown, Aug. 21, 1801. 
‘Bis company paraded at his funeral. He was Town Clerk of Freetown in 1802. 
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las Hathaway (her cousin), of Taunton. She d. near Mil- 
ford, Union Co., Ohio, Sept. 28, 1822. Hed. at the same 
place, Aug. 24,1848. He was Deacon of the Ist Christian | 
Baptist Chur ch in Freetown. 

(189) Lucy, fourth dau., b. Dec. 18, 1771; m. Feb. 1g; 
1795, Hon. William Bourne,* of Middleboro’. She d. Dec. — 
2, 1809. Hed. Dec. 10, 1845. | 

(190) Levi,t third son, b. Oct. 1, 1773; m. Dec. 13, 
1795, Sarah, a dau. of Capt. Abner Bourne,t of Middleboro’. 
Levi commanded a battalion in active service in the last war 
with England ; was a deacon of the Baptist Church in Mid- 
dleboro’, and noted for great liberality and benevolence. He 
d. August, 1847. | 

(191) Ebenezer,§ fourth son, b. May 26, 1775, was chris- 
tened John for his father’s eldest brother (No. 56), and con- 
tinued to be called John till the death of his uncle Ebenezer 
Peirce (who perished in the defence of his country in the 
war of the American Revolution, being a soldier in the com- 
pany of Capt. Joshua White, in service at Newport, R. L.), 
when his name was changed to Ebenezer. He m. April 24, 
1803, Joanna, eldest dau. of Colonel Benjamin Weavyer,||- of 
Freetown, and d. Jan. 6, 1845. She d. Jan. 6, 1859, in her 


* Capt. of Volunteer Cavalry from May 22, 1797; Maj. of Cavalry Sept. 12, 
1803; Member of Massachusetts Senate, 1820; one of the Commissioners for Ply- 
mouth county and a Justice of the Peace and Quorum. 

+ Promoted from Sergt.-Major to Major 4th Regiment, Ist Brigade, 5th Division 
June 8, 1809; Senior Major, 1812. Honorably discharged, 1816. Several times Repre- 
sentative from Middleboro’ to General Court at Boston; Member of Constitutional 
Convention, 1820; Postmaster many years; Justice of the Peace. 

48 Capt. Abner eure commanded a company of the local militia in service 
at R. I., in the war of the Revolution, and was Deacon of the Ist Congregational 
Church ae Middleboro’. Committed suicide. 

§ Town Clerk of Freetown in 1801, 1803-04, and 1805; Representative to the 
General Court, 1808 and 1824; Auditor of Town Accounts 19 years; Deacon of Ist 
Christian Church in Freetown thirty-five years ; Justice of the Peace for Bristol Co. 
thirty-seven years. Successful merchant and ship-builder. 

| Col. Weaver was Selectman and Assessor of Freetown, was chosen Treasurer by 
annual elections twenty-nine years, and was a Justice of the Peace thirty-three 
years. Very often called to preside at town meetings. 

He was an officer of the Patriot army in the war of the Revolution, being Captain 
in Col. Kempton’s Regiment, and then Lt. Colonel of Col. George Claghorn’s Regi- 
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 %8d year. They were the parents of the writer of this 
history. 
(192) Polly, fifth dau., b. May 31,1777; m. Feb., 1797, 
_ Rey. David A. Leonard, ie Bridgewater. ‘They removed to 
Beentucicy. She.d. Oct. 2, 1836. The wives of Gov. Mer- 
riwether, Hon. William P.'Thomasson and Dr. Hay, were 
their daughters, and Hon. John Hay is their grandson. 
. (193) Sally, sixth dau., b. March 20, 1779 ; m. Abial 
Nelson, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. She d. Nov. 24, 
1838. He d. in 1829. 
(194) Elnathan, fifth son, b. Oct. 20, 1781; d. Oct. 5, 
_ 1797. Buried in the Peirce family cemetery, Lakeville. 
(195) Thomas, sixth son, b. Dec. 26,1783; d. March 1, 
1784. Buried in the family cemetery in Lakeville. 
a i (196) Peter Hoar,* seventh son, b. March 25, 1788 ; 
. May 10, 1813, Nabby, a dau. of Thomas Sprout, of Mid- 
‘aleboro’. He d. Jan. 27, 1861. Shed. in 1864. He com- 
i _— manded a company in active service at Plymouth, in the last 
war with England. | 
From the close of the French and Indian war to the com- 
= mencement of the war of the Revolution, Job Peirce was in- 
a dustriously engaged in the avocation of a farmer, practising 
_ upon the Beinciole, and realizing the truth of the proverb, ‘‘ the 
# hand of the diligent maketh eh: ” Had he been a selfish man, 
doubtless he would have concluded that he had much less to 
_ gain by the Rebellion if successful, than to lose if defeated. 
- But considerations like this could not induce him to swerve 
_ from his honest convictions of duty. ‘“‘ Times” are said to 
_ “make men,” but those perilous times were not required to 
influence Job Peirce, who, true to the instincts of the Peirce 
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m ent. OClaghorn was nayal constructor of the frigate Constitution, and builder of the 
American whaler that doubled Cape Horn and obtained a cargo of oil in the 
_ Pacific Ocean. 

_ * Commissioned Ensign of 2d Company of Infantry in Middleboro’ in 1810; Capt. 
4 4 Feb. 18, 1814 ; promoted to Major of the 4th Regiment, Ist_Brigade, 5th Tigtaton of 

M M ate chicielts Militia, in 1816 ; Lt. Colonel, April 25, 1818: honorably discharged 
.» He wasa inexnber of the ‘Massachusetts Senate ; J ustice of Peace and Coroner.. 
a. l2* 
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family, was thoroughly imbued with the love of democratic 
principles, and we therefore find him and his brothers Abial, 
Henry and Seth, at the first alarm and at only a moment's 
warning, promptly appearing with arms in their hands to 
risk their lives and fortunes in defence of democratic insti- . 
tutions and privileges against the encroachments of arbitrary 
power. 

Governor Hutchinson had taken pains to cause the remoy- 
al from office of all persons holding commissions in the local 
militia of ‘the Colony of Massachusetts, who were known, 
or reasonably supposed to be of Whig principles, and filled 
their places with out-spoken arrogant Tories, and hence the 
“train bands” as thus organized could not be relied upon 
to fight for the cause of the people, but might be expected 
to sustain Parliament and the King. To meet this emer- 
gency, companies of Whigs banded together and formed 
military organizations called ‘‘ minute men,” selected their 
leaders, armed and equipped themselves, and commenced to — 
drill and discipline ; promising to stand by each other in © 
defence of their principles, and respond to the calls of their — 
country either by day or by night, at a moment's warning. 
At least three of these companies of “ minute men” were 
organized in Middleboro’, in time to respond to the first call 
now known as the “ Lexington alarm ;” and on that memo- 
rable occasion participated in the opening act of the bloody 
drama under the lead of Captains Abial Peirce, Isaac Wood, 
and Nathaniel Wood. Job Peirce served as a private sol- 
dier in the company commanded by his brother Capt. Abial ; 
his brother Henry, as a private under Capt. Isaac Wood ; 
and his brother Seth, under Capt. Nathaniel Wood. 

Not only among the Peirce brothers were all in this mat- 
ter agreed as touching one thing, but in the family of his 
wife did Job Peirce find a kindred spirit—Levi Rounsevill, 
his brother-in-law, being the first and only man in the Tory 
town of Freetown to lead off in.the cause of the pedple, 


? 


and set about organizing a company. of ‘‘ minute men,” un- 
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_ der the very noses of “ Col. Gilbert and his Banditti,” which 
_ company alone represented the Whig cause and sentiments 
_ of Freetown in the field, on that day when the soil of Con- 
cord and Lexington drank the first blood of the Revolution. 
_~ Fall River was then a part of Freetown, but from that entire 
_ section no response was made to our country’s cry of deep 
distress, nor was there any response from old or West 
_ Freetown. Col. Thomas Gilbert, who was a Capt. at the 
taking of Louisburg in 1745, and Lt. Col. in the French and 
~_ Indian war in 1755, resided at Assonet Village, West Free- 
town, in 1775, and was one of the most influential tories 
outside of Boston. He for a time kept the people of his 
immediate neighborhood very quiet, if indeed they felt any 
opposition to the King’s party and Tory principles, and the 
7 cae. Congress called him and his armed adherents ‘‘ Gil- 
Ss es t and his Banditti.” 
Det ~The companies of “minute men” that performed such 
Bie e essential service on the occasion of the “ Lexington alarm,” - 
now that war had actually begun, speedily gave place to 
e more permanent military organizations, and the American 
army, consisting of men enlisted for a term of months or 
- ye rs, sprang into existence. Job Peirce is now commission- 
on Second Lieutenant, in the company of Capt. Nathaniel 
Wood, and in Col. Cary’s regiment. (See Records of 1775, 
in the office of the Secretary ioe State in Boston.) 
| At the commencement of the war of the Revolution, as 
_ for several years before, the local militia of Middleboro’ was 
organized as four companies, and of the 4th (in 1773) Wil- 
3 iam Canady, who had been a Lieut. in the French and Indian 
war, and was a son of the heroic defender of the fort at St. 
Bteorce s River, was commissioned Capt., and John Nelson 
Lieut. But Canady proving an inveterate Tory, was deposed 
from office (probably by the act of the Massachusetts Legis- 
lature limiting the term of all commissions to the 19th of 
. § 2 ot., 1775), and on the 9th of May, 1776, the offices in 4th 


oi 
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company were filled by commissioning Job Peirce as Capt., 
and Josiah Smith and Samuel Hoar as Lieutenants. ‘4 
On the “ secret expedition,” so called, to Tiverton, R. L, 
in 1777, Capt. Job Peirce performed another tour of 30 days 
duty in the field. The names of the men composing his 
command—those who did their duty, and also those who 
*‘ ran away, and lived to fight another day” —are given in 
the records in the office of the Secretary of State, Boston, 
and a copy of the same on pages 64 and 65 of this book. 
On the*attempt made by the British troops to burn Fair- 
haven, together with their landing in Dartmouth (now New 
Bedford) in 1778, Capt. Job te again took the field. At 
that date (Sept. 17, 1778) my father had only entered upon 
his fourth year. Nearly three score years afterwards he told 
the writer (then a little boy sitting upon his knee) many 
incidents illustrating the panic that prevailed in the neigh- 
borhood of the threatened invasion. The parish minister, 
mounted on a fleet horse, went scouring through the country 
giving the alarm. His father, leaving his family hastily, 


mustered the local militia, and his mother, bearing an infant : 


in her arms, with the aid of her small children,* carried away 


and concealed beds, silver ware and other household furni- 


ture in the ground, and then hid themselves in a neighbor- 
ing swamp, where they remained till night. The British 
were prevented from penetrating the country by the stub- 
born resistance of the militia under the lead of the gallant 
Major Israel Fearing, of Wareham. But, continued my father, 
‘in disinterring our buried treasures we had the misfortune 
to break the looking-glass.” 

Capt. Job Peirce was a man of strong religious faith, and 
showed his faith by his works. Few members of the Cal- 
vinist Baptist congregation were so seldom absent from the 
meeting on Sunday, although his dwelling was several miles 


* One of those children, a boy of 5 years, carried in the arms of his sister, ingtheir 
flight, was a Major in the next war with England, and commanded a battalion sta- 
tioned for the defence of New Bedford in 1814, 
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from the church. His hand and heart were always open 
oth to public and private religious and benevolent enter- 
prises.* He died of an hereditary affection of the kidneys, 
‘ “Realy esembhing the gravel. His last sickness was very 


4 being in the 82d year of his age. 


ear Corx and wife Anna Perrce (No. 60), had: 

(197) Abial, whom tradition says was a soldier in the 
ee enery army, and never returned home ; thought to 
Ms lost his life in the service. ss 

et 198) John. 

sabes Joseph. 

Be Robert. 

(201) Lydia, b. Noy. 8, 1763; m. Feb. 14, 1782, Samuel 


. 
r¢ 


ay 1823, in his 67th year. 
_ (202) Betsey, m. Joseph Smith. 
s — (203) Hannah. 
(204) Phebe, m. June 25, 1797, Benjamin Hix, of West- 


& ~ (205) Mercy, m. Philip Rounsevill, 3d, of East Free- 
‘town, in 1775. He was a son of Philip Rounseyvill, Jr., 
Bison of Philip the emigrant. 

‘ -... Polly. | 

(207) Phineas, resided in Barre, Mass. 

- (208) Anna, m. Nathaniel Morton Fuller, of Sherburn, 
Vermont, Feb. 5, 1807. | 


_ * No other man in Middleboro’, at that time, bestowed so much money on objects 
of charity and benevolence, in building meeting-houses, and paying for the support 
of the religious ministry. He was probably the real donor of Peirce Academy in 

Middleboro’. He was an industrious man, rose daily before the sun, and always 
half an hour alone in prayer and meditean before calling the servants from 
| He was a slave-holder, but one at least of his slaves remained with him 


qc priity: Justice of the Peace and Rep. to Gen. Court, Auditor of Town 
s, &e, : 


kens, of Middleboro’. Shed. May 10, 1842. He d. Feb.. 


Parents of Gamaliel Rounsevill, Esq., formerly of Middleboro’, a man of» 
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Capt. Henry Prrrce (No. 61), 


incorporated as a new town under the name of Lake- 


ville. The precise date of his birth I have been unable to 


learn, but from the age given upon his grave-stone conclude 
it must have been in or near 1743. Like his elder brothers 
Capts. Abial and Job Peirce, he appears at an early age to 
have become thoroughly imbued with an adventurous and 
military spirit, and served out one enlistment in the company 
of Capt. Abial Peirce (in Col. Willard’s regiment, ‘in ser- 
vice at the westward”—so says the record at the State 
House), when only 17. In 1762 (March 24) Henry Peirce 
again enlists, and serves (in a company of which ‘* Ephraim 
Holmes, Esq.” is Capt.) 50 weeks and 4 days. Whole 
amount of wages due Henry Peirce was 22 pounds 15 shil- 


lings and 2 pence, from which was deducted 14 shillings for — 


beer, leaving a balance of 22 pounds 1 shilling and 2 pence. 
In this company his brother Job was a companion in arms. 


Their services closed with the war, which was brought to - 


an end by the treaty of peace concluded and signed at Paris, 
on the 10th of Feb., 17638. | 

Capt. Henry Perrce and wife Satome had: 

(209) Susannah, b. Jan. 26,1769; m. Noy. 18, 1788, 
Abial Booth, of Middleboro’. 

(210) Mary, second dau. b. in 1770; m. Feb. 13, 1791, 


Abner Clark, Esq., of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. He was 


commissioned Aug. 29, 1799, Ensign in the militia of Mid- 


* Mary Hoskins was a daughter of Henry Hoskins, Sen’r, of Taunton. Henry, : 


Sen’r, was a son of William Hoskins, of Taunton. William married, July 3, 1677, 
Sarah Caswell, and their children were: Anna, born Feb. 14, 1678; Sarah, b. Aug. 
31, 1679; William, b. June 30, 1681; Henry, b. Oct. 12, 1686, m. first, Abigail 
——, and second, the widow Priscilla Boothe, and he died July 29, 1771; Josiah, 
b. April 4, 1689 ; John, b. Sept. 28, 1690; Jacob, b. Nov. 1, 1692; Stephen, b. 
Sept. 2, 1697. 

Tt The dilapidated condition of the record does not admit of determining how long 
he did serve, but enough to prove that he performed a tour of duty. 


boa 
Son of Ebenezer Peirce (No. 24) and wife Mary Hoskins,* — 
was born in that part of Middleboro’ set off an 1853 and 
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lleboro’. She died July 25, 1847. He died May 1, 1830, 


Ad; utant Geers office, Boston, and grave-stones in Lake- 
vil le.) * 
be(211)- Salome, m. Thomas White, of East Freetown, 
| Feb. 19;,1°799. 
‘s (212) Ebenezer, b. Nov. 21, 1777; m. March 12, 1801, 
Charity Hinds, of Middleboro’, and removed to the State of 
_ Maine, where he died Dec. 3, 1852. He was commissioned 
(Aug. 15, 1796) Ensign of the 7th Co. of local militia in Mid- 
_dleboro’, Abanoam Hinds being Capt. and Benj. Chase Lieut. 
was Rieter builder of the Congregational meeting-house 
ted at Assonet Village, Freetown, in 1809, and noted as 
yenious mechanic. 
y ee): Henry, b. in 1778 ; m. Ist, Sherman; m. 2d, 
Bligenbard. He d. Sept. 1, 1826, and was buried in the - 
ie al vient tery by i atiamiset Pond, in Middleboro’, now 


4) Avan, pect 11, 1781; d: Dec. 26, "1863; m. 
1s f, Jan. 6, 1805, William Jenney, of Fairhaven. He was 
lost at sea, and she then m. Capt. Nathaniel Staples of Berk- 
ley “ Jan. 6, 1777; d. July 17, 1862. He was commis- 
ed Lieut. of Ist Co. of the local militia in Berkley, April 
BUS: promoted to Capt. March 31, 1807; removed to 
dleboro’ in April, 1822; was Solera of that town, and 
a Rep. to General Court at Boston in 1832. 

~The commencement of the French and Indian war found 
Hen: ‘y Peirce a beardless boy—precocious, it is true, in the 
ities of a soldier; but at the time of the fights in Lex- 
on and Concord he was a man of 32 years, having a wife 
nd several children, and the novelty (if indeed war to him 
was ever viewed as a novelty) has passed away, and is only 
egarded gs a dreadful necessity. But the tocsin of war was 
O ‘8c oner sounded, than he with his old King’s arm setae: 
y took his place in the ranks of a company “i “minute men ” 
der x Capt. Isaac Wood, who lost no time ‘in repairing to 
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Marshfield to administer a proper quietus to the tories of 


that town, who had banded together under the title 4 


** Associated Loyalists.” 
When the events of April 19, 1775, had passed, sae a 
Continental Army was called for, Henry Peirce, with charac- 


teristic energy and patriotism, assisted Capt. Levi, Rounse- — 


vill in raising a company in Middleboro’, Freetown and 
Dartmouth, which became a part of the 9th Continental Regt. 
commanded by Col. Daniel Brewer. In this company Henry 
Peirce was commissioned as first Lieutenant. 

Early in 1777 we find Henry Peirce, now a Captain, with 
a company in Rhode Island, and the Records at the State 


House, Boston, credit him and his Lieut. Peter Hoar, each — 


with 30 days service, and George Shaw, his Ensign, with 7 
days duty, and the enlisted men with different terms of time. 
In August, 1780, Capt. Peirce and his company performed 
another short tour of duty in Rhode Island, in the regiment 
commanded by Lt. Col. Ebenezer White, of Rochester.* 


By second wife Drsoran Cuasz, had: 


(215) Tilar, b. Feb. 15, 1786 ; m. Elizabeth Sisson. He 


was a master mariner, and was knocked overboard by a 
boom and drowned in Long Island Sound. 
(216) Deborah, b. Jan. 18, 1788; m. Timothy Coffin. 
(217) Keziah, b. Feb. 15,1790; m. J. Gorham. 
Deborah, the 2d wife, was b.in 1762. She was a daugh- 
ter of Job Chase, and a granddau. of Benjamin Chase, 34d, 
and wife Mary Briggs, great-granddau. of Benjamin Chase, 
Jr., and wife Mercy Simmons, and great-great-granddau. of 


Benjamin Chase, a cooper, who was probably the earliest 


Chase settler at Freetown. 


of 


* The remains of Lt. Col. Ebenezer White were interred in the burial ground | 


near the Academy at Centre Rochester, Plymouth County, Mass., where a slate- 
stone marking his grave bears the following inscription : ‘‘ Memento Mort. Sacred to 
the memory of Col. Ebenezer White, who died March, 1804, eet. 80. He was 19 times 


chosen to represent the town of Rochester in the General Court; in 14 of which — 


elections he was unanimously chosen. As a tribute of respect for his faithful service, 
the Town erected this monument to his memory,” 
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~ Deborah, the 2d wife, died Dec. 23, 1849, aged about 87 
years. (See grave-stones in Lakeville.) 


Bensamin:Spooner, Jr.* and wife Mary Prrrce (No. 62) 
had : 

(218) Lorana, b. April 8, 1765; m. Abner Peirce, of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville. She d. January, 1812. : 

(219) William, b. Sept. 22, 1766; d. Aug. 12, 1829. 

(220) Frederick, b. April 8, 1768; d. Apel 10, 1768. 

(221) Frederick, b. July 23, 1769; d. May 31, 1842. 

(222) Zeruah, b. Aug. 20, 1771; m. Benjamin Green. 

(223). Luther, b. March 22, 1774; m. Hannah Allen. 
He d. Aug. 10, 1861. 

(224) Mary, b. March 29, 1776; m.:Eleazer Peirce, of 
_ Middleboro’, Oct. 12, 1795. 

(225) Betsey, b. Jan. 2, 1778; m. Levi Macomber. 

(226) Benjamin, b. Nov. 22, 1780; d. Jan. 24, 1789. 

(227) Calvin, b. Sept. 20, 1782; d., April 23, 1785. 
_ Benjamin Spooner, Jr., the parent, was a son of Benjamin 
and Zeruah Spooner, and born in Middleboro’, Oct. 23, 1743. 
(See Town Records of M.) Benjamin, Jr. served as a sol- 
dier in the French and Indian war, and also in the war 
of the Revolution. 


Capt. Sern Perrce (No. 63), 


Son of Ebenezer Peirce (No.24) and wife Mary Hoskins, 
was b. in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, in or about the 
year 1747, and was therefore too young to participate in the 
exploits of the French and Indian war, being only nine years 
of age at its commencement, and scarcely sixteen at its close. 
He owned and cultivated a farm in the Titicut Parish of his 
native town, but ere long disposed of it and removed to 
‘Shutesbury, in old Hampshire, now Franklin County, and 
subsequently to Hardwick. 


* T am indebted to.the kindness of Thomas Spooner, Esq., of Reading, Ohio, for 
several important facts in the history of this branch of the Spooner family. 
13 . 
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His removal to Shutesbury must have occurred some time 
during the war of the Revolution, for on the 19th of April, 
1775, he was among the “ minute men” of Middleboro’ that 
marched to Marshfield under Capt. Nathaniel Wood (See. 
Records of Rolls of Lexington alarm in State House, Bos- 
ton), and at a later period we find him commanding a com- 
pany raised for three months service from towns in Hamp- 


shire County, and his own residence reported as at Shutes- : 


bury. (Rolls of Revolution, State House.) 


Capt. Sera Perrce (No. 63) and wife Hutpan Sampson had: 
(228) Martha, b. 1770; m. Aug. 23, 1792, David Paige, 
of Hardwick, Mass. Shed. July 31, 1844, aged 74 years. — 
(229) Polly, b. 1774; m. Sept. 15, 1793, Ashbel 

Rice, of Hardwick, Mass. She d. June 7, 1802, et. 28 yrs. 

(230) Seth, b. 17—; was a merchant in Boston. 

(231) Sampson, b. 17—; m. Nichols. 

(232) Betsey, b. Feb., 1782; m. April 24, 1806, Dr. 
David Billings. Shed. Feb. 1, 1857, aged 74 years, 11 mos, 
12 days. Huldah, the mother, died March 15, 1793. (See 
grave-stones at Hardwick.) 

Capt. Seth Peirce, on the 22d of Dec., 1793, contract- 
ed a second marriage with Rersecca, a dau. of Col. Timo- 
thy Paige, of Hardwick. One child (No. 233) was born of 
this marriage, and lived but a few days, and the mother 
lived less than two years, and d. Aug. 2, 1795, aged 26 
years. (See grave-stones in Hardwick.) 

Capt. Seth Peirce and third wife Azicam Hiyxiey had a 
daughter— 

(234) Abigail, b. 1797; m. Hotchkiss, an English- 
man ; went with him to the land of his nativity and d. there. 
—Abigail, the third wife of Capt. 8. Peirce, d. Dec. 30, 1797, 
aged 37 years. (See grave-stones in Hardwick.) His fourth 
and last wife was Mary McF aru, of Worcester, who out- 
lived him. | : 

Capt. Seth Peirce was extensively engaged in agricultural — 
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oe pursuits, and had the esteem of the people in both Shutes- 
bury and Hardwick where he successively resided. 


STEPHEN Haraway and wife Horse Perce (No. 64) had: 


(235) Leonard, b. Sunday, Nov. 15, 1767; m. Helen 
Walker. Hed. March 12, 1820. He was a house carpen- ~ 
ter, and is said to have executed the fine finish that character- 
ized the pulpit and sounding board of the Calvinist Baptist 
meeting-house in Assonet village, Freetown. Rep. to Gene. 
ral Court from Dighton in 1813 and 1814. 

(236) Alden, b. Monday, April 9, 1770; m. (his cousin) 
Mercy Palmer, dau. of Gideon Palmer and wife Abigail N. 
Hathaway. He d. Sept. 11, 1861. Mercy the wife d. 
May 11, 1864. ,They resided at Assonet Village in Freetown. 
He was an Assessor of Freetown in 1819 and 1820, Ba a 
retail trader at Assonet for many years. 

(237) Stephen, b. Saturday, Sept. 28, 1771; m. Sylvia 
Briggs. Hed. Dec. 24, 1854. They resided in Dighton, 
Bristol County, Mass. 

(238) Nicholas, b. Saturday, Dee. 4,1773; m. (his cou- 
sin) Anna Peirce, of Middleboro’. She d. Sept. 28, 1822, 
_ aged 60 years, and he m. Mrs. Elizabeth Morton,* widow of 
David Morton, April 15, 1824. Hed. near Milford, Union 
Co., Ohio. Was a physician, and d. Aug. 24, 1848. Second 
wife d. Feb. 15, 1863, aged 76 years, 9 mos. 14 days. 

(239) Anna, b. Saturday, Dec. 30, 1775; m. Ephraim 
Atwood. Shed. Aug. 13, 1805. 

(240) Elias, b. Friday, Feb. 27, 1778. 

(241) Ebenezer, b. Saturday, Aug. 21, 1779; m. Betsey 
_ Crane, of Berkley. They resided in Dighton, Mass. 

(242) Frederick, b. Sunday, Nov.,19, 1781; m. Sally 
White. Hed. Nov., 1864. 

* Mrs. Morton’s maiden name was Mitchell. She was b. May 2, 1786, dau. of 


David Mitchell, who d. March 8, 1823, aged 51 years, that being his birth day. Her 
only brother, a soldier under Gan. Seca was killed Jan. 8, 1815. 
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(243) Anson, b. Saturday, Noy. 29, 1783; m. Hope Lee. 
He d. Feb. 25, 1847. 

(244) Hope, b. Thursday, Dec. 8, 1785 ; never married. 
Died Noy. 18, 1823. i 
(245) Polly, b. Friday, Sept. 7, 1787; m. Oliver Peirce, 
Esq., of Middleboro’ (now Lakeville), Oct. 7, 1827. She d. 
April 26, 1832, and he d. Aug. 17,1860. Both buried in 

Lakeville. 

(246) Erastus, b. Sunday, Nov. 22, 1789; m. Mercy 
Norton. 

Stephen, the parent, owned and occupied a farm in Taun- 
ton, near the river that divides that town from Dighton. | 
The house is still standing, and the residence of Stephen 
Peirce, Esq., a son of Oliver Peirce, Esq., the husband of 
Polly Hathaway, and born of his first wife Amey Peirce. 
Stephen Hathaway, the parent, was born in Freetown, Sept. 
4, 1745, Old Style, baptized Sept. 15, 1745, and d. April 29, 
1819.* Hope, the mother, died January 10, 1841. 


EsenezerR Peirce, Jr. (No. 65), 


Son of Ebenezer Peirce (No. 24) and wife Mary Hoskins, ~ 
was the only one of their ten children (viz., six sons and 
four daughters) who did not marry. He was betrothed to 
Sarah, a daughter of Robert Hoar, of Middleboro’ (and born 
of Judith Tinkham his second wife in 1757), a beautiful 
young woman of scarcely 18 summers, who d. Nov. 22, 1775. 
(See grave-stones in Caswell burial ground, East Taunton.) 
The public mind was then thoroughly occupied with the 
war just commenced between England and her American 
Colonies, and the five older brothers of Ebenezer Peirce, Jr., 
were already risking their lives on the battle field ; and mind- 
ful of his country’s sorrows, and to forget his own, this 
young man became a soldier, in a large company, every other 


* Thanks are due to Gideon P. Hathaway, Esq., late of Freetown, for many facts 
furnished by him concerning this branch of the Hathaway family, and the lively in- 
terest that he took in the history of the Peirce family. 
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“one of whom returned bearing his shield. He neither came 


bearing it nor yet borne upon it, but went to his last inspec- 
tion, and passed his great and final review only six days be- 
fore his term of enlistment expired, his body finding rest in 
a soldier’s grave made near the spot where he gave his life 
as a sacrifice for the liberties of his native land. He was 
a private soldier in the company of Capt. Joshua White, of 
Middleboro’, on duty at Newport, R. I. His brother, Job 
Peirce (No. 59), then a captain in the patriot service, 
took measures to change the name of his youngest son (my 
father) from John to Ebenezer, from whom it descended to 
the writer of this family history, who in view of his own 
suffering has often been led to ask, “‘ what’s in a name?” 

It is worthy of remark that Ebenezer Peirce (No. 24) and 
wife Mary Hoskins were the parents of ten children, nine of 
whom married and had one hundred grandchildren, and 
nearly all the latter were born before the decease of their 


grandfather. 


Grorcre Perrce (No. 66), 


First son of Ensign Isaac (25) and wife Deliverance Hol- 
loway, b. Oct. 16,1735; m. Sept. 14, 1757, Sarah (No. 101), 
dau. of Shadrach and Abigail (Hoskins) Peirce. George d. 
July 17,1774. Sarah d. April 20, 1778. 

- Grorce Perrce and wife Saran had: 

(247) George,* m. Content Evans, of Berkley, April 
26, 1782: | 

(248) Hermon, b. Noy. 17, 1765 ; m. Rachel Hoar,t of 
Middleboro’, March 25,1787. He d. Aug. 7, 1809. She 
d. Noy. 9, 1856. (Middleboro’ Town Records and grave- 


stones. ) 


* He served at R. I. in 1781, in the company of Capt. Henry Peirce, in the 
regiment of Lt. Col. Ebenezer White. He was commissioned Ensign of 7th compa- 
ny in local militia in Middleboro’, Sept. 25, 1792. His wife Content was a dau. of 
Robert Evans, Jr. and wife Thankful Pray ; granddau. of Robert Evans and wife 
Ann Davis. 

_ + She was a daughter of Robert Hoar and 3d wife Rachel Hoskins; granddau. 
of Samuel Hoar and wife Rebecca Peirce (No. 17). . 
13* 
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(249) Levi, b. Aug. 10,1774; m. twice. First, Lucy 
Peirce, of Middleboro’. He d. June 3, 1845. She was b. 
March 31, 1776. 
(250) Phebe, m. Isaac Parris, of Middleboro’. (Tradi-_ 
tion. ) 

(251) Abigail, m. John Hoar,* of Middleboro’ and after- 
wards of Pelham. 


Enos Petrce (No. 68), 


Son of Ensign Isaac and wife Deliverance, b. Sept. 30, 
1739; m. Ruth Durfee, of Freetown. He made a will in 
1790, that was proved in Probate Court in 1794. 

Enos and wife Ruts had: 

(252) Oliver,t b. April 13, 1786; d. Aug. 17, 1860; 
m. three times. First, Amy Peirce, of Middleboro’, who d. 
Dec. 31, 1825; m. second, Oct. 7, 1827, Polly Hathaway, 
of Taunton, who d. April 26, 1832, aged 46 years; m. third, 
Anna Peirce, of Middleboro’, who d. Feb. 12, 1847, aged © 
69. (See inscriptions on monument in Lakeville.) 

(253) Bathsheba, b. Feb. 20, 1788; m. Zebulon White, 
Jr., of Norton, June 22, 1809. She died Oct. 8, 1811. He - 
was a son of Major Zebulon White, of Norton. 


Ensign Davin Perrce (No. 69), 


Son of Ensign Isaac and wife Deliverance, b. March 20, 
1741; m. July 1, 1764, Abigail Hathaway, of Freetown.t 
(Freetown Records, Book 2d.) David was killed by the fall 
of a tree, March 9,1779. After the death of Ensign David 
Peirce, Abigail, while a widow, conducted disgracefully, giv- 
ing birth to two illegitimate children, viz., Mrs. Lucy Ga- 


* John Hoar served at R. I. in Aug., 1781, under Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61). 
After the war John Hoar removed to Pelham, Mass. He wasason of Robert and 
wife Rachel; grandson of Samuel Hoar and wife Rebecca Peirce (No. 17). 

+ A man of respectability, influence and wealth ; Justice of the Peace for Ply- 
mouth Co., and Representative to the Gen. Court at Boston in 1830. He received of 
his father a walking staff that had belonged to Ensign Isaac (No. 25), Isaac (No. ‘ad : 
and Isaac (No. 6). (State Record and Tradition.) 

t March 3, 1789, the widow Abigail became the wife of Joshua Howland. 


THE PEIRCE FAMILY. Lol 


a 3 vins, of Freetown, and Mrs. Mehitabel Davis, of Fall River. 
The conduct of Abigail during her widowhood was the cause 


of much scandal, and also of deep mortification to the blood 


_ relatives of her deceased husband, David Peirce. 


Ensign Davin Perrce and wife Asicam Haruaway had: 

(254) Isaac, b. Jan. 18,1765; m. Weston. He 
became a pauper and was supported by the town of Fair- 
haven. (Town Records of Middleboro’ and tradition.) 

(255) Deliverance, b. Feb. 12, 1767; m. Aug. 15, 1785, 
John C. Stephens—called, on Middleboro’ records, a transient 
person. 

(256) Deborah, b. Jan. 30, 1769; m. Nehemiah Sher- 
man, of Freetown, May 11,1786. He became a pauper, and 
Was supported by the town of Middleboro’, having spent 
quite a handsome property. 

(257) Silas, b. June 26, 1772; m. Cynthia Tobey. 

(258) LEleazer, b. Nov. 12,1774; m. Oct. 12, 1795, Polly 
Spooner, dau. of Benjamin, Jr. and Mary Spooner, of Mid- 
dleboro’. (Town Records of Middleboro’.) 

(259) Jacob, b. April 22,1777; d. July 3, 1778. 

(260) Abigail, b. May 38,1779; m. Luther Ashley, of 


“M. She d. Jan. 27, 1846. (Town Records of Middleboro’, 
and graye-stones in Lakeville.) 


Sizas Perrce (No. 70), 
Son of Ensign Isaac and wife Deliverance, b. July 25, 


(1744; m. Oct. 31, 1771, Anna Hathaway, of Taunton. 


Silas d. May 1, 1816. (See Town Records of Middleboro’, 
and graye-stones in Kast Freetown.) 

Sizas and wife Anna had: 

(261) Hope, b. Feb. 2, 1772; m. Simeon Peirce, of 
Taunton. She d. May 6, 1857. He d. Nov. 17, 1859. 


_ -(Town Records of Middleboro’, and grave-stones near Myr- 
_ ickyille.) He was of the Rhode Island family of Peirces. 


(262) David, b. Oct. 12, 1773. Died April 7, 1809. 
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(263) Lucy, b. March 31, 1776; m. Levi Peirce, of 


Middleboro’. They removed to Worcester county. 


(264) Anna, b. April 28, 1778; m. Oliver Peirce, Esah | 


of M. Shed. Feb. 12, 1847. Hed. Aug. 17, 1860. She 
was a most excellent woman, as the writer from personal 
knowledge can testify. 

(265) George, b. Aug. 24, 1780 ; m. Eunice Tinkham, 
of Rochester. She d. June 22, 1827, aged 45 years. 

(266) Mary, b. June 11, 1783; m. Sylvester Rounsevill, 
of Freetown. She d. Dec. 23, 1861. They removed to State 
of New York. 

(267) Isaac, b. Feb. 10, 1786 ; m. Deliverance Sherman, 
dau. of Nehemiah Sherman and wife Deborah Peirce (No. 
256). Isaac d. in 1868. He served as a private soldier in 
the last war with England, being 1 in the coast guard stationed 
near Plymouth. _ 

(268) Judith, b. April 20, 1788; m. William Ellis, of 
Rochester. She d. in May, 1861. ‘They resided in Roches- 
ter. Mr. Ellis possessed great mechanical ingenuity. 

(269) Deliverance, b. March 4, 1790. 

(270) Melatiah H., b. Oct. 7,1792; m. Sally White, of 
Fairhaven. He is believed to have committed suicide, after 


having greatly injured his health by the use of strong drink. 


Lucy Perrce (No. 71), 


Daughter of Ensign Isaac and wife Deliverance, b. May 
98,1755; m. Nov. 30, 1775, Capt. Samuel French, Jr.,* of 
Berkley. She d. April 26,1845. He d. March 26, 1830, 
in his 79th year. 

Capt. Samuret Frencu and wife Lucy Perrce had: 

(271) Samuel,t b. Feb. 23, 1777; m. June 24, 1800, 


* His father, whose name was also Samuel French, was commissioned Captain of 
a company of militia in Berkley, in 1762, and was born in 1714, being a son of John 
French, born in 1669. John French was a Selectman of Berkley 1739 and 1740, and 
died Sept. 6, 1760. Capt. Samuel, his son, was Assessor of Berkley four years, and 
Town Clerk thirteen years. Capt. Samuel, Jr. was born in 1752. 

+ He was Town Clerk of Berkley 4 years, Selectman 6 years, School Committee 9 
years, Representative to General Court 4 years, Senator 3 years, and Delegate to 
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Celia Crane, of Berkley. He d. March 5, 1861. She d. 
Dec. 6, 1842, aged 61 years. He was commissioned Lieut. 
of militia in Berkley, and promoted to Captain April 25, 
1805. Was a sea-faring man in early life, and was once 
captured by the pirates. 

(272) Caroline M., b. Aug. 10,1779; m. Apollos Dean, 
of Freetown. She d.in 1864. Hed. in 18 . They re- 
sided in Freetown, and near the Friend’s meeting-house. 

(273) Edmund, b. Nov. 30, 1784; m. Dec. 25, 1806, 
Sally Valentine, of Fall River. He d. May 8, 1859. Was 
a Deputy Sheriff many years, and an excellent school teacher. 

(274) Laura, b. April 28, 1786; d. Jan. 18, 1787. 


Exisua Peirce (No. 72), 
Son of Elisha (No. 26) and wife Margaret Pain; m. Su- 
sannah They had one son, named 
(275) Elisha. I cannot learn what became of him. 


ABRAHAM Petrce (No. 73), 


Son of Elisha (No. 26) and wife Margaret; m. Aug. 6, 
1761, Priscilla Reed. She d. Oct. 25, 1780. 

ABRAHAM PerrcE and wife PriscittA REED had: 

(276) Simeon, b. Oct. 7, 1761; m. Lorana Parris, of 
Mm Jan. 20, 1785. 

(277) Sabrey, b. July 11, 1763; m. Dea. Moses Parris, 
of M. Shed. Nov., 1823. He was deacon of second Cal- 
vinist Baptist church in Middleboro’, now Lakeville. : 

(278) Charlotte, b. March 30, 1765; neverm. (Town 
Records of M.) 

(279) Abner, b. Jan. 23, 1769; m. Lorana Spooner, 
dau. of Benj. Spooner, Jr., of M. Shed. Jan., 1812. 


Constitutional Convention in 1853. His son Rodney French has been a member of 
Governor’s Council, Mayor of City of New Bedford, and member of Constitutional 
Convention in 1853, and Representative to the General Court in 1869. Giles 
L. Leach, a grandson of Hon. Samuel, has twice been a member of General Court, 


Lieut. of militia, and held nearly every office of the town in which he lives ; making 


Six successive generations in which the family has had men calculated to lead and 
conduct public affairs. 
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(280) Lois, b. June 23, 1770; m. May 15, 1798, Lieut. 
Isaac Holloway,* of M. Shed. March 3, 1842. (Grave- 
stones.) , 

(281) Experience, b. Aug. 10, 1772; m. Oct. 9, 1788, - 
David Pickens, of Middlebaam (Town Records of M. and 
tradition. ) 

(282) Patience, b. July 26, 1774; m. in 1800, Sampson 
Parris, of M. ‘He was a very ingenious mechanic. By trade 
a house carpenter. Great ingenuity in mechanism is a 
marked trait in their posterity. 

(283) Elisha, b. June 28,1776; m. Susan 
Records of Middleboro’.) 

(284) Abraham, b. July 8, 1778; m. Mary Heyford, of 
M. She d. April 18, 1848. He was a house carpenter. 

(285) Priscilla, b. Oct. 21,1780; m. Isaac Parris, of 
_ Middleboro’, now Lakeville. (Town Records of Middleboro’ 
and tradition.) 

By 2d wife, Mary Russeti, the family of Abraham (No: 
73) was increased by the birth of six more children, viz. 

(286) Anson, b. Jan. 14, 1786; m. June 1806, Sally 
Hathaway, of Taunton. Hed. Aug. 12,1866. Lived and 
died on the farm owned and occupied by his father and 
grandfather in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, on the county 
road leading from Taunton to New Bedford. 

(287) Rebecca, b. March 9, 1788; m. James Clark 
(wheelwright), of Freetown. She d. Dec. 9, 1854. They 
resided in Freetown. She was buried in new cemetery near 
Ist Christian nee in Assonet, and has suitable grave- 
stones. 

(288) Hannah, b. Nov. 28, 1790; m. Simeon Haskins, 
of Freetown. Hed. March, 1850. Shed. March 21, 1868. 


. (Town 


* He was commissioned Lieut. of the 7th company of local militia in Middleboro’ 
(then called the Beech Woods company), May 4, 1802, Elkanah Peirce being Capt. 
and Freeman Peirce Ensign. This was of the militia regiment commanded by Col. 
Abial Washburn, of M., Peter Hoar Sen. Maj., and Roland Luce, of Rochester, 
Jun. Maj. In his resignation he stated that he had been superseded by the election 
of a captain from the ranks, 
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(289) Mahala, b. March, 1793; m. Samuel Richmond, 
of Freetown. She d. June 18, 1850. He d. not long after, 
and both were buried on the homestead farm of Samuel 
Richmond in Freetown. | ; 

(290) Mary, b. March 1, 1796; m. June 2, 1816, Thomas 
S. Hathaway, of Freetown. ‘They reside at Falmouth. 

(291) Margaret, b. Oct. 12, 1799; m. Aug. 4, 1847, 
Abraham Peirce, of East Taunton. 

. On page 76 of this book we stated, on the authority of 
tradition, that Abraham Peirce (No. 73) was a house carpen- 
ter, which we have reason to think was a mistake. 


MaraGaret Perce (No. 74), 


Married, Dec. 6, 1768, Luke Perkins,* of Freetown. 
Luxe Perks and wife Marcarer Perrce had: 
(292) Nathan, b. Aug. 13, 1770; m. March, 1799, Char- 
R “otte Gisby, of Middleboro’. He d. Nov. 3, 1850. She d. 
March 22,1861. They were the parents of Col. Edward G. 
Perkins, and Capt. Nathan Perkins, of Middleboro’. a 
(293) ‘Ira, b.177-. Tradition says m. Charlotte Aldrich, 
“a ~ and enlisted as a soldier in the regular army in or about the 
_ time of the last war with “ee 

(294). Rosina,t b. 177-; m. Seth Gaaweul of Middle- 
boro’. They resided in that He now Lakeville. 

‘No children were b. of Margaret after her marries with 

i 2d husband, Joseph Booth. 


Resecca Perrce (No. 75), 


; Daughter of Elisha (No. 26) and wife Margaret Pain, m 
July 26, 1764, Thomas Simmons, of Middleboro’. 
ee ; ‘Tuomas Srumons and wife Resecca Perrce had: 


_ * Luke Perkins is said to have been a son of Ignatius Perkins. 

7 _ -F Ata so-called ‘‘ revival ’’ in Middleboro’, Rosina made a profession of religion, 
i and an open confession of her sins; one of whee forever destroyed the peace of one 
of the most respectable families in that town, and hurried the father of it in pungent 
a grief and mortification to his grave. Persons present at the meeting where her 
astounding revelation was made still live. e 


156 ' THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


(295) Abraham, b. 17—; m. Lois Peirce, of Middle- — ut 
boro’, Jan. 14, 1795. She was a dau. of Richard Peirce, Jr. — 


(296) Asenath, b. 17—; m. Job Thrasher, of Middle- 
boro’, April 16, 1799. 

(297) Hope, b. 17—; m. 
She d. Dec. 30, 1856. 

(298) Alfred, b. 17—; m. no one, d. suddenly and was 
thought to have been poisoned. He and another were tend- 
ing a coal pit in the forest, and when visited were found 
dead or nearly dead, in their cabin, and terribly swollen. 
(Testimony of Mrs. Hathaway, wife of Thomas 8. Hathaway, 
of Falmouth, Mass. ) ; 


Sytvia Prmce (No. 76), dau. of Elisha (No. 26) and wife 
Marcaret Parn, hada son: 


(299) Benjamin,* who was always called Benj. Chase ; 
m. Briggs, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. Was a 
house carpenter, and master builder of the Pond meeting- 
‘house, so called, in Lakeville, erected in 1796. Commis- 
sioned Lieut. of the 7th company of the local militia of Mid- 
dleboro’", Aug. 15, 1796; removed to Assonet village in 
Freetown, where he owned a house on the west side of South 
main street ; sold that, and removed to Newport, R. 1., where 
he d. Sylvia, the mother, finally married Samuel Parris, 
of Middleboro’, and had: 

(300) Humphrey, m. and lived in Tiverton, R. I. 

(301) Abigail, never married, but has had one or more 
children, and for some 16 years has been a pauper, support- 
ed by the town of Lakeville. 


* Benjamin (No. 299) was a member of the Calvinist Baptist Church that wor- 
shipped in the ‘‘ Pond meeting-house,”’ and for a time maintained great zeal in re- 
ligion. The company of which he was Lieut. belonged to the 4th regiment, of 
which Edward Sparrow, of Middleboro’, was Col., Charles Sturtevant, of Rochester, 
Lieut. Col., and Abial Washburn, of Middleboro’, Major. 

+ Samuel Parris served nine days in Capt. Henry Peirce’s company in R. I., Aug., 
1781. He removed from Middleboro’, Mass., to Tiverton, R. E. 


Robbins, of Middleboro’. — 
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Eunice Peirce (No. 90), 


Soe of Elkanah (No. 29), b. Oct. 25, 1743; m. Dea. 
Amos Nelson, of M., May 25, 1769; she d. May 27, 1788. 
Deacon Amos Notas and wife Eunice Perrce had: 
(302) Isaac, m. Abigail Briggs, of Middleboro’. 
(303) Betsey, m. Rev. cee Briggs,* *of Middle- 
boro’, Nov. 1, 1789. 
(304) Polly, lived single. 
— (805) Amos, m Sampson, of Fairhaven. 


Capt. James Petrce (No. 91) 


Son of Elkanah Peirce (No. 29) and wife Hannah Eddy, 
m. Jan. 20, 1774, Abigail Smith, of Middleboro’. He. was 
liberal in support of religious institutions. Was commission- 
ed a Captain of local militia in Middleboro’, July 17, 1787. 

Capt. James and wife Asreart had: 

(806) Elkanah, b. Oct. 23, 1774; m. Betsey Howland, 
of M. He was commissioned May 20, 1799, Lieut. of the 
7th companyt in local militia of Middleboro’ (Beech Woods 
company); promoted to Capt. May 4, 1802. Removed to 
New York State, Chenango County, and from thence to [h- 
nois, where he died. 

_ (307) Hannah, b. March 8,1776; m. April 14, 1799, 
William Rounsevill, of Freetown, son of William Rounsevill 
and wife Rebecca Hoar. 

(308) Freeman, b. Dec. 4, 1777; m. Jan. 5, 1800, Try- 
phena Peirce, of Middleborough. Commissioned May 4, 
1802, Ensign of 7th company in local militia of M., then 
commanded .by his brother Elkanah Peirce. Removed to 
New York State. 


_* Before becoming a preacher, he had been an officer in the local militia of Mid- 
dleborough, and was commissioned Lieut. June 24, 1790; Capt. Aug. 4, 1794, in the 
Pond company, so called. 

¢ This company was in the 4th regiment of local militia, then commanded by Col. 
(afterwards General) Abial Washburn, of Middleboro’; Peter Hoar, of M., was Senior 


“Major, Rowland Luce, of Rochester, Junior Major, and Cyrus Keith, of Middleboro’, 
Adjutant. , 
. ret 4 
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(309) James, b. Noy. 10, 1779; m. Mercy Howland. 

(310) Betsey, b. June 23, 1782; m. Noble Howland. - 

(311) Polly, b. Nov. 14, 1784; m. Abiatha Rounsevill, 
of Freetown, son of William Rounsevill and wife Rebecca 
«Hoar. 

(312) Hunice, b. Jan. 15, 1787; m. Nathaniel Tobey, of 
Berkley. 

(313) Martin, b. Oct. 9,1791; m. Ist, Bathsheba How- 
land; m. 2d, Pickens. 


(314) Stephen, b. June 4, 1795; m. —— Olney, of — 


Providence, R. I. 
(315) Abigail, b. July 25, 1798. 


PatTiENCcE Perrce (No. 92), 


Daughter of Elkanah (No. 29) and wife Hannah Eddy, 
was b. May 31, 1754, and m. Sept. 16, 1773, Seth Spooner, 
Esq. (son of the distinguished revolutionary patriot, Hon. 
Walter Spooner), of Dartmouth. 

SerH Spooner, Esq. and wife Patirence Perrce had: 

(316) Noah, b. Oct. 23, 1774; d. May 28, 1776. 

(317) Charles, b. June 27, 1777; d. Feb. 9, 1779. 


(318) Noah, b. March 5, 1779; m. Sept. 19, 1813, Mary — 


Taber. She is dead. 

(319) Hannah, b. April 19, 1781; d. Sept. 26, 1793. 

(320) Dorothy, b. Aug. 12, 1783; m. Oct. 20, 1805, 
Isaiah ‘Taber. 

(3821) Paul, b. June 12, 1786; m. 1st, Sally Grinnell, of 
New Bedford. She d. Aug. 23, 1855, and he m. 2d, Susan 
Bursley. He was a distinguished physician, and d. July 18, 
1862. 

(322) Nathaniel, b. May 6, 1790; m. Sophia , of 
Fairhaven, now Acushnet. Hed. June 20, 1860. Was a 
lawyer, and for many years Judge of the Police Court, New 
Bedford. 

Seth Spooner, Esq. the parent, Da aeatis New Bedford 
in the Gen. Court at Boston eleven years. 
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Jos Perce (No. 93) and wife Berry Pan had: 


(323) Ethan, b. Dec. 29, 1785; m. Dec. 4, 1817, Fanny 
Hoar, of Middleboro’. He d. Oct. 9, 1864. Was commis- 
sioned June 6, 1815, Capt. of the 7th company* in the local 
militia of Middleboro’; was Rep. to the Gen. Court in 1834 
and 1835. He served a brief period as a Beto soldier in 
coast guard, war of 1812. 

(324) Amy, b. Sept. 13, 1787; m. Oliver Peirce, Esq., 
of M. Shed. Dec. 31, 1825. Hed. Aug. 17, 1860. 

(325) Enos, b. Feb. 11, 1789; m. May, 1817, Lucy Hoar, 


of M. Shed. March 3, 1860. Was b. Noy. 9,1795. He 


resided a part of the time in East Taunton, and part in 
Marshfield ; d. April 8, 1868. 

(326) Job, b. Sept. 380, 1790; m. March 20, 1814, Polly 
Allen, of M. He was by trade a house carpenter, and resided 
in Freetown. Died June 2, 1868. 

Job, the parent, was killed by accident in April, 1790, and 


_ Betty then m. Barzillai Crossman, of Raynham. I have not 


been able to learn when Job Peirce the parent (No. 93) was 
born, though diligent inquiry has been made among his de- 
scendants, and it is to a person of another family that I owe 


the date given of his death. Can find no record of his 


matriage. 
: Rosa Peirce (No. 94), 

Daughter of Elkanah (No. 29) and wife Hannah Eddy, m 
March 14, 1780, Abner Pitts, of Taunton. 

Rosa Peirce and wife Hannan Eppy had: 

(327) James, m White, of Norton. 

(328) Abner, m. Eleanor Sanford, of Berkley. 

(329) Sally, m. Elisha Bugbee, of Taunton. 

(330) Job. 


_*® This company was in the regiment of Col. Abial Washburn; Levi Peirce (No. 


490) was Senior Major, Ephraim Ward Junior Major, and Cyrus Keith Adjutant. 
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Purse Petrce (No. 95), 


Daughter of Elkanah Peirce (No. 29) and wife Hannah 
Eddy, was b. July 4, 1759, and m. Feb. 22, 1799, Benjamin 
Winslow, of Berkley. Shed. May 19, 1838. He d. Jan. 
20, 1818. (See grave-stones. ) 

The children of Bensamin and Purse were : 

(331) Jirah, b. April 17, 1800; never m. Resides in 
Lakeville. Is an extensive land-holder, Justice of the Peace 
for Plymouth county, Overseer of the Poor of Lakeville, and 
for several years Selectman and Assessor of Middleboro’, 
and is a subscriber to encourage the publication of the Peirce 
genealogy. 

(332) Tisdale, b. in 1802; never m. He d. June 8, 
1827. (See grave-stones.) 


JupirH Pemce (No. 96), 


Daughter of Elkanah (No. 29) and wife Hannah Eddy, 
was b. in 1761; m. Oct. 6, 1796, George Williams, of Taun- 
ton. Shed. March 11, 1832. 


Grorce Wi1aMs and Juprra Petrce had: [ Norton. - 
(333) Keziah, b. Feb. 18, 1798; m. Luther Lincoln, of 


(334) Hannah, b. Ap. 18,’99; m. John Allen, of Lakeville. 

(335) Judith, m. Capt. Samuel Hoar, of Middleboro’, now 
Lakeville. He was commissioned Ensign of the 7th com- 
pany of local militia of M., promoted to Lieut. May 19, 
1827; Capt. June 6, 1829; honorably discharged May 30, 
1831. Regt. commanded by Col. B. P. Wood. Captain 
Samuel Hoar died Jan. 5, 1841, in his 41st year. (Records 
in office of the Adjutant General, Boston, and grave-stones 
in Caswell burial-ground, East Taunton. 

(336) George, b. Aug. 24, 1801; never m. Isa farmer, 
and resides in Lakeville. 

(337) Elkanah, b. Jan. 17, 1803; m. Catharine Hoar, of 
Middleboro’. She was b. Aug. 12, 1805, and d. June-6, 
1856. He resides in Lakeville. Is a farmer. She was‘a 
daughter of William Hoar, Jr. 
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> Aropig Peirce (No. 98), 


Son of Thomas Peirce (No. 30) and wife Betebia Jones, 
was b. Dec. 29, 1750, a m. Jemima Caswell, of Rochester, 
Mass. 


Aropre Prrrce and wife Jemma Caswett had: 

(338) Freeman, b. Oct. 2, 1782; d in 1825. 

(339) Huldah, b. Sept. 17, 1784; m. Standish Rider. 

(340) Roland, b. Nov. 26, 1787; m. Sophia Rider. He 
d. Oct. 29, 1844. He headed the petition to raise the Light 
Infantry company in Middleboro’, known as the Old Colony 
Guards. 

(341) Elisha, b. July 6, 1792; m. Mercy Rider. He 

Was commissioned Capt. of a company in local militia of 
Middleboro’ (South Part), Feb. 25, 1819. Honorably dis- 
charged March 29, 1824. Wasawheelwright. Died Sept. 
9,1851. He was a very pleasant man. 
. (842) Eli, b. Jan. 12,1796; m. Fidelia Rider. He was 
commissioned Lieut. of a company of militia in Middleboro’ 
(South Part), May 18, 1824; Capt. May 11, 1827, in regi- 
ment of Col. Benjamin P. Wood, of Middleboro’, viz. 4th, 
Regt. of Ist Brigade, 5th Division. 

Arodie, the parent, was a ‘‘ minute man,” and responded 
to the call of his country at the Lexington alarm, April 19, 
1775. 


33 


_JonatHan Perrce (No. 98 1-2) 


Removed to Shutesbury, Mass., and m. Patience 
JONATHAN Perrce and wife Parrence had: 
(343) Zadock, b. Sept. 18, 1777; m. Sally 
(844) Rhoda, b. Sept. 24, 1779. (Shutesbury Records.) 
(345) Jacob, b. Oct. 9, 1781; m. Betsey He was 
commissioned Ensign at Shutesbury, May 28, 1816; Lieut. 


Feb. 5, 1818. (Shutesbury Records and State Roster.) 


(346) Thomas, b. May 9, 1784; m. Jemima Paul. 
Bere 14% 
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EvipHatet Peirce (No. 99), o 7 

Son of Thomas (No. 30) and wife Rebecca Jones, was b. 

March 4, 1758, and m. Feb. 4, 1783, Tabitha Bryant. She 
d. Oct. 26, 1837. Hed. March —, 1827. 


Ereuaet Perrce and wife Resecca Jones had: 

(347) Bethuel, b. Nov. 4, 1783; d. Oct. 8, 1804. 

(348) Jonathan, b. April 15, 1785; m. Lydia Bartlett. 
He d. 1855. Ensign from May 2, 1809, to April, 1816, ie . 
militia company in South Middleboro’. 

(349) Phebe, b. Oct. 26, 1787. 

(350) Rebecca, b. Oct. 9, 1789; m. Lewis Desh of 
Taunton. (Town Records of Middleboro’, and tradition.) 

(351) Eliphalet, b. Feb. 4, 1792 ; m. Joanna Blankinship. 

(352) ‘Tabitha, b. Dec. 6, 1793; m. James Potter, of 
Fairhaven. (‘own Records of Middleboro’, and tradition.) 

(353) Zilpah S., b. Feb. 28, 1796 ; m. John Burbank, of 
Pawtucket, R. I. 

(354) Lucy, b. Sept. 25, 1798; m. Lewis Perrin, of _ 
Pawtucket, R. I. 

(355) Asanath, b. April 30, 1801; m. Jabez Briggs, of 


(356) Patience, b. March 27, 1803. 

Eliphalet, the parent, served as a private soldier in the 
Patriot army of the Revolution, and in the company of Capt. 
Job Peirce (No. 59), Col. Theophilus Cotton’s regiment. 


Josuua SrapLes and wife Horr Peirce (No. 100) had: 

(357) A child, b. ; d. in infancy. 

(3858) A child, b.——; d. in infancy. 

(359) Sylvanus, b. ——; m. Sally Phillips, of Berkley. 

(360) Betsey, b. ; m. Elias Perry, of Taunton. 

(361) Rebecca, b. March, 1790; m. three times. First, 
John Phillips, of Berkley ; second, Paul Gavins, of Berkley ; 
third, William Goff, of Taunton. She d. Noy. 28, 1868, 
aged 78 years. 


{ 
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(362) Daniel, b. Nov. 20, 1793; m, three times. First, 
_ ~ Ruth Briggs,.of Berkley; second, Elizabeth Baker, of Berk- 
ley; third, Clarissa Gavins, of Berkley. 
(363) Eliphalet, b. ; m. Rebecca Rogers, of Nan- 
tucket. He was drowned near Nantucket. e 
(364) Peirce, b. ; m. four times. First, Lucy 
‘Wood, of Taunton; second, May 17, 1831, Mrs. Lavina 
_ Wescott; third, Mrs. Thankful Norcut, of Berkley; fourth, 
Mrs. Polly Hathaway, of Berkley, the divorced wife of Ab-— 
salom Hathaway, of that town. Absalom Hathaway was 
sentenced to the state prison for attempting to poison the 
keeper of Berkley Almshouse, more than 20 years since. 


SaraH Perrce (No. 101), 


_ Daughter of Shadrach Peirce (No. 31) and wife Abigail 
Hoskins, while the widow of George Peirce had an illegiti- 
mate son: 

- (365) Edmund, b. Oct. 16, 1776; m. Dec., 1799, Weal- 
thy Howland, of Freetown. He'was a carpenter, d. Nov. 
pe 26, 1823. She d. Jan. 14, 1858. Edmund was temporarily 

iImsane. His place was near the “ Old Forge,” in Freetown. 


Levi Petrce (No. 102), 


Son of Shadrach (No. 31) and wife Abigail, was b. Feb. 

26, 1739; and m. Feb. 11, 1761, Bathsheba Babbett, of 
: Middleboro’. Perhaps she was b. in that part of old Taun- 
ton now Berkley. 
, Levi Prrrce (No. 102) and wife Barusuesa Bapserr had: 
(366) Abner, b. Oct. 4, 1761, was a patriot soldier in 
war of American Revolution, serving in a company raised in 
_ the towns of Peru and Windsor, Berkshire County, Mass. 
_ He m. Feb. 1, 1787, Huldah Wilcox. He d. Jan. 28, 1851, 
in his 90th year. | | 
(867) A son, born at date unknown; died in infancy. 
(868) Ann, So 86). Ss 66 . Se, fiXR 66 
: (369) A son, a6 GR KE 13 66 6G 66 
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(370) George, b. in 1767; m. Abigail Kinney. He was — 
a farmer, and resided in Peru, Berkshire County, Mass. Was ~ 
seen to spring from the ground upon the back of a horse ~ 


fifteen and a half hands high, mounting the animal without 
the aid of stirrups, upon his 90th birth-day. He died in 
April, 1858, in the 92d year of his age. . 


(371) Benjamin, b. in 1769; m. his 1st cousin Mercy - 


Hathaway, a daughter of James Hathaway of Spencer and 
wife Abigail Peirce. Mercy was born May 5, 1771, and died 
Dec. 2, 1855. In a company of the local militia of Peru, 
Benjamin was commissioned as Lieut. Sept. 9, 1799 ; promo- 
ted to Capt. April 16, 1804; resigned Jan. 4, 1809, giving 
as a reason, that he had held military office ten years. This 
company belonged to the Regt. of which Amos Holbrook 
was Lieut. Col. Commanding ; Peter Warden, Jr. and Gil- 
bert Wadkins, Majors; and the Brigade commanded by 
Brigadier Gen. Samuel Sloan, the Division under Major 


Gen. Tompson J. Skinner. Capt. Benjamin Peirce was a 


farmer in Peru, owning and carrying on a farm of about five 
hundred acres, and although never having any children of 
his own, is said to have brought up a larger family than 
either of his brothers or any of his neighbors. He and his 
wife were members of the Calvinist Baptist church in Wind- 
sor, for the support of the ministry in which Capt. Benjamin 
Peirce made the present of a valuable farm in that town. 

He was chosen by the town of Peru (Sept. 6, 1802) upon 
a committee to examine the meeting-house and report whether 
it was worth repairing, and March 21, 1803, elected upon a 
* board to get up a plan for a new meeting-house, and he, 
together with his father and nine brothers, were present and 
assisted to raise the Congregational meeting-house, now 
standing in Peru. 

From his father he seems to have inherited a strong pas- 
sion for hunting bears, wolves, deer and foxes. He gener- 
ally kept at least three dogs and seven cats, killing regularly, 
in the autumn, a cheap beeve creature especially for the 
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_ anine and feline members of his household. Hunting upon 

the Green Mountain range in Peru was grand and exciting 

_ Sport in those old days, and Mercy, the wife, who ever 
seems to have had a watchful eye to gratifying her generous 
and kind-hearted husband, would, in anticipation of his 
return from the chase; prepare for his hounds a warm sup- 
per of beef steak and hot hasty pudding. After the fatigues 
-of a hunt, he, like Robinson Cruso, surrounded by his dogs 
and cats, spent the evening lying upon the floor before the 

’ kitchen fire, the dogs being supplied with a mat to lie on, 
and the young cats with a corn cob suspended from the 
ceiling by a string to play with. 

His geniality of temper and generosity of soul made him 
extremely popular as a militia officer ; a single story, exem- 
plifying which, being all that our space will permit us here 
to give, . 

At a fall training Capt. Peirce notified his company to 
attend the regimental muster at Windsor, informing them of 
the day and hour of company meeting, and then added, 

“Come to my house early that morning, come one and all, 
and take breakfast with me; I shall feel neglected by any 

_ one of the company who fails to do so.” At an early hour 
the militia men began to arrive and regale themselves upon 
the Captain’s bountiful hospitality, never omitting, however, 
to announce their arrival, whether singly or in squad, by the 
military salute of discharging their firearms. At length a 
large number from a remote part of the town arriving 
together, they, in excess of zeal, gave ‘“‘ Capt. Ben”’ such a 
salute as shook the windows nearly all out of one side of his 
house. Though almost deafened by the stunning report, 
Capt. Ben rushed out and shouted, with hilarity and glee, 
** That’s a good one, boys, give us another.” He died May 
15, 1849, aged about 80 years. 

4 (372) Eli, b. in Spencer, Nov. 20; 1772. He was twice 

married. First, Feb. 15, 1801, to Mary Thompson, of Peru. 

She d. Sept. 13, 1812; and he married, 2d, April 2, 1810, 


-. 
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Electa Leland, of Hinsdale, a lineal descendant of Henry 
Leland the emigrant, on the paternal side through Hopestill, 
John, John Jr., and Ebenezer, and on the maternal side 
through Ebenezer, Ebenezer, Jr. and Lydia. Eli Peirce was 
a farmer and house carpenter, and erected for himself in 
Peru, a residence, which, at the date of its erection, was the 
most elegant structure in that town, in which he continued 
to live till his death, a period of more than sixty years. His 
homestead farm of more than two hundred acres is still _ 
owned by his children. He was a member of the Methodist 
church, and a man of great benevolence. He was commis- 
sioned, June 16, 1812, Coroner for Berkshire county, and but 
for his inherent modesty would have received other appoint- 
ments both civil and military. He died July 13, 1868, in 
his 96th year. Mr. E. Warren Peirce, of Peru, is his son. 
(373) Liberty, b. in Spencer, Oct. 9, 1774. Went to 
Burlington, N. Y. Wasa member of the Baptist church. 
Was a successful agriculturist. Married, June 29, 1797, 
Lydia Beals, of Abington, Mass. He d. at Hartwick, N. Y., 
Feb. 8, 1864, in his 90th year. 
(374) Henry, b. May 23,1777. Was a first-class house ~ 
carpenter, a man of superior conversational powers and of 
a high order of intellect, a member of the Congregational 
church, and belonged to the ancient order of Free Masons ; 
Representative to the General Court at Boston, in 1825, and 
Justice of the Peace for Berkshire county. He removed to 
Herkimer, N. Y., where he was commissioned Captain of a 
company of militia cavalry. Married three times. First, 
Dec. 5, 1802, Eunice Wightman. She d. Dec. 21, 1812. 
Married, second, May 16, 1814, Minerva Dresser. She d. 
April 26, 1826; and he married, third, Betsey Pearce. She 
d. Dec. 9, 1863. He was a Selectman and Assessor of Peru 
three years, and moderator of the annual town meeting 
three years. Hed. July 28, 1862, in his 86th year. As- 
sisted his brother Shadrach in the carpenter work of the 
meeting-house in Peru. | 
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Bors) Levi, b. in 1778. Was a house carpenter and a 
Bs ci Owned a farm of 250 acres, in Peru, which he sold, 
and removed to the State of Ohio, where, in 1850, he died 


a of the small-pox. Married Dolly Thompson. He was a 
_ Selectman and Assessor of Peru five years, and also elected 


Constable and Collector of taxes. Of the local militia in 


Peru, he was commissioned Ensign, May 3, 1809; promoted 


to Captain, April 19, 1813; Major of the regiment, July 
23, 1817; Lieut. Col., March 3, 1819; Colonel, Sept. 20, 
1822; resigned, Sept. 26, 1823, assigning as a reason that 
he was forty-five years old and had held military commissions 
fourteen years and five months. Honorably discharged, Jan. 
26, 1824. Assisted his brother Shadrach in‘ the carpenter 
work of the meeting-house in Peru. He is said to have 


_ made a fine appearance as a military officer. 


(876) Shadrach, b. May 29,1782. Was an architect 
of considerable note, master builder of Congregational meet- 
ing-house in Peru, and member of the ancient order of Free 
Masons. Married twice. First, March 16, 1804, Tamerson 


Badger, of Peru; second, April 14, 1822, Lydia’ K. Post, of 


Hinsdale. He d. March 24, 1832, in his 50th year. 
~(877) Daniel,.b. Feb. 23, 1783; m. May 3, 1810, Abi- 


gail Lyman, of Goshen. He studied medicine with Dr. 


Peter Bryant, of Cummington, and practised in the towns of 


Windsor, Peru, Worthington and Goshen. He was Deacon 
of the Congregational church in Worthington, and an emi- 
nently pious man. He was Constable and Collector of taxes 
at Peruin 1810. Died Aug. 24, 1857, in his 75th year. 
(378) Isaac, b. in 1784; m. Polly Webb. He was a 


‘house carpenter and farmer. Owned a farm of 240 acres in 


Peru. Member of the ancient order of Free Masons. Of 
the company of local militia in Peru, he was commissioned 
Ensign, March 25, 1824; promoted to Lieut., June 18, 1827; 


_ Captain, April 7, 1829 ; honorably discharged, Feb. 24, 1832. 
_ This company belonged to the third Regiment, second Brigade, 


seventh Division Mass. militia, Isaac Howland, of Adams, 
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being Colonel ; Grenville D. Weston, of Dalton, Lieut. Col., 
and David Tuttle, of Peru, Major. Brigadier General Ly- 
man Hall, Jr. commanded the Brigade, and Major General 
Jabez Hall the Division. Isaac was -father of Benjamin F. 
Peirce, Esq., of Peru. 

(379) Sarah, b. 1786; m. Williant Ensign. She is still 
living. 


James Haraway and wife Apicart Petrce (No. 103) had: 


(380) Levi, b. March 13, 1762. He was a teamster in_ 


the American army in the war of the Revolution, and in 
some difficulty that occurred between him and an American 
- sentinel, he was shot in the hip, and never recovered from 


the injury so as to travel without the aid of a crutch or 


crutches. Learned the trade of a tailor. Married four 
times. First, Betsey Rowland. She d. Jan. 22, 1805, aged 
41 years. Second, Abigail Allen. She d. May 17, 1807, 
aged 24 years. Third, Martha Wolcott, of Brookfield. She 
d. Noy. 13, 1836, aged 64 years. Fourth, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Hathaway. She d. Jan. 12, 1845. Levid. in North Brook- 


field, May 28, 1841. He and three of his wives were 


buried in Spencer, and have suitable grave-stones, to the in- 
scriptions on which I owe the dates of their deaths as given 
above. Levi was a revolutionary pensioner. 

(381) Phebe, b. Jan. 20, 1768; d. Feb. 2, 1769. 


(382) Seth, b. Dec. 20, 1769; m. Elizabeth Hathaway. 


He d. in Peru, March 24, 1820. She then m. Levi Hatha- 
way. Shed. in Savoy, Mass., Jan. 12, 1845, aged 69 years. 
(3883) Mercy, b. May 5, 1771; m. Capt: Benjamin 


Peirce (No. 371), of Peru. She d. Dec. 2, 1855. Hed. ~ 


May 15, 1849, 
(384) Shadrach, b. Oct. 15, 1772; m. Susanah Beals. 
He d. Feb. —, 1845. She d. in 1816. 


(385) Anna, b.. July 31, 1776; m. Dr. Reuben Harring- — 


ton, July —, 1795. She d. in the State of New York. 
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Lieut. Joun Howrann (No. 79) and wife Lypia Prtce’: 

(No. 104) had: 

(386) Eber, b. Oct. 31, 1763; m. Lucretia Lamb, of 
Spencer. (Middleboro’ Town Records and tradition.) 

(387) Abiah, b. March 11, 1765; never married. 

(388) Abner, b. April 18, 1767; d. young. 

(389) Abner, b. March 15,:1769; m. Ruth Gould, of 
Sutton. Hed. July 8, 1859. She d. May 15, 1860. 

(390) Lydia, b. ——; m. Welcome Jenks, of Brookfield. 

(391) Judith, b. ; m. Leonard Watson, of Spencer. 

Lieut. John Howland the parent m. twice after the death of 
his wife Lydia Peirce. His second wife was Beulah Bemis, 
by whom there were four children, viz.: James, who m. 
Catherine Bemis; Polly, who m. Richard Beers; Abigail, 
who m. Wm. Knight; and William, who did not marry. 
John Howland’s third wife was Rachel, the widow of John 
Perkins, and daughter of Hilkiah Peirce and wife Hannah 
Briggs. No children by third wife, Rachel Peirce Perkins 
(No. 120). ° Lieut. John Howland d. Jan. 13, 1810, and 
Rachel his widow went to live with her children by her former 
husband, John Perkins, but remained only a short time, when 
complaints concerning them, made by her to Abner How- 
land (No. 389), induced him to remove her from .Free- 
town to East Brookfield, where, with the children of Lieut. 
John Howland, she spent the evening of her days, died, and 
had her burial. (Testimony of Mr. Otis Howland, of Spencer.) 
Lhe following is a true copy of the commission John How- 
land at first held in the Massachusetts army. He was after- 
wards promoted to Lieutenant. 


THE CONGRESS OF THE’ COLONY OF THE 
MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 


To Ensign John Howland Gentleman, Greeting. 


7 We, reposing efpecial Trust and Confidence in your courage and 

good Conduct Do, by thefe Prefents, conftitute and appoint you the 

faid John Howland to be Ensign in the Company whereof Isach ae 
15 
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{ter is Captain in the Regiment of foot under the command of Col. 
Ebenezer Larned raifed by the Congrefs aforefaid, for the Defence 
of the Colony. 

You are, therefore, carefully and diligently to difcharge the Duty of 
an Ensign in leading, ordering and exercising the faid Company m 
Arms, both inferior Officers and foldiers, and to keep them in good 
Order and Difcipline ; and they are hereby commanded to obey you 
as their Ensign, and you are yourfelf to obferve and follow such 
Orders and Inftructions as you shall, from Time to Time receive from 
the General and Commander in Chief of Forces raised in the Colony 
aforefaid for the Defence of the fame, or any other of your fuperior 
Officers, according to military Rules and Difcipline in War, in Pur- 
fuance of the Truft repofed in you. 

By Order of the Congrefs, 
Jos. Warren, President P. T. 
the roth of May, A. D. 1775, 
Sam. Freeman Secratary P. T. 


Suffolk fs. 

May 25" 1775. John Howland Took and Subscribed and repeated 
the Oath, by Congrefs Appointed to be taken by the officers of the 
Mafsachufetts Army. 

Before me Wm. HoipEn; Jus‘ Peace. 


SHapracu Prtrce, Jr. (No. 105) and wife Anna BripcEs 
had : 


(392) Eber, b. in 1770; married twice. First, Judith 
Slayton ; and, second, Eunice Ellison. He devoted a great 
deal of time to the study of the Bible. His mind was re- 
markably free from the enslavement of superstition. 

(393) Abigail, b. in 1772; m. Josiah Smith, of Town- 
send, Vermont. 

(394) John, b. in 1774; m. Bathsheba Bre He 
died in Windsor, Mass. in 1841. 

(895) Anna, b. in 1776; m. Isaiah D. Holbrook. 

(396) Amy, b. in 1779; m. Asa D. Capen, of Windsor, 
Berkshire County, Mass. Of a company of local militia in 


* The Christian name of Capt. Bolster I have taken down, as near as I could, in 
the characters in which it was expressed. I think it was meant for Isaac, but I don’t 


know. 
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Windsor, he was commissioned Ensign, May 2, 1815; pro- 
moted to Lieutenant Aug. 10, 1816; Captain, March 24, 
1819. Resigned Jan. 7, 1822, giving as a reason that he 
expected to move out of the bounds of the Regiment. Hon- 
orably discharged March 24, 1822. He also held the com- 
mission of Justice of the Peace. 

(397) Gideon, b. in 1780; m. Anna Miner. Of militia 
in Windsor, he was commissioned Lieutenant May 2, 1815; 
promoted to Captain Aug. 10, 1816. Honorably discharged 
Noy. 18,1818. Died in 1822. The Windsor militia then 
belonged to the third Regiment in second Brigade and Ninth 
Division Massachusetts militia, Henry Wilmarth, of Adams, 
being Colonel ; Francis Fiske, of Cheshire, Lieut. Colonel, 
and Levi Peirce, Jr., of Peru, Major. The Brigade was then 
under command of Brigadier General Jeremiah Colgrove, of 
Adams, and the Division under Major General John Whit- 
ing, Great Barrington. A few years later Berkshire County 
was made the 7th Division. | 

(3898) Cynthia, b. in 1789 ; m. Charles Hathaway. 

_ Mr. Isaac S. Peirce, late of Peru, deceased, was of great 
service to the writer in furnishing facts concerning the fami- 
ly of Shadrach Peirce, Jr. (No. 105). 


Micuart Mosuer and wife Zirpan Peirce (No. 106) had: 
(399) Daniel. 


JessE Petrce (No. 107) and wife Ruru had: 
(400) David, b. June 22, 1773. 
(401) Richard, died young. 
(402) Keziah, married 
(403) Ignatius. 
(404) Branch. He was the Nimrod of Plymouth woods. 
(405) Jesse, d. in New Orleans. 
(406) Mary, married Douglass. 


Holmes, of Plymouth. 


172 THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


Ricuarp Perrce, Jr. (No. 108) and wife Lyp1a Boorn had :” 
(407) Earl. 
(408) Marshal, m. : 
(409) Lois, b. ; m. Jan. 14, 1795, Abraham Sim- 
mons, of Middleboro’ (No. 295). He was a son of Thomas 
Simmons and wife Rebecca Peirce (No. 75). 
(410) Ruth, m. Staples. 


By second wife Saran Boorn had: 
(411) Richard, married. 
(412) Elisha, 2 
(413) Pardon, § 


(414) Betsey, . Reed. 
(415) Zilpah, ‘© —— Hudson. 
(416) Hannah, a 

(417) Lydia, ss 


Axsner Petrce (No. 109) and wife Lypra Cuasz had no 
children. 


Lewis De Moranvitte and wife Naomr Perce (No. 110 
had: aoe 
(418) Betsey, b. May 24, 1802; m. George W. Daniels, — 
of Williamstown. : 
(419) Abner, b. April 6, 1804; m. no one. Is still living. 
(420) ‘Thomas, b. Aug. 80, 1806; m. Esther Cady, of 
Hinsdale. : 
(421) Lois, b. June 29, 1809; m. Milo Harris, of Sims- 
bury, Conn. 
(422) Simeon, b. March 7, 1811; m. Martha A. Merritt. 
(423) Olive, b. June 27, 1813; d. young. 
My thanks are due to Mr. E. Warren Peirce, of Peru, for 
dates of births of children of Lewis De Moranville. 


Russet Perce (No. 111) and wife Srsyz Cuasz had : 


(424) Lydia, m. Silas Jenney, of Fairhaven. 
(425) Sibyl, died when 3 years old. 
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(426) Sally, died when 7 years old. 

(427) Naomi, m. George Luther, of Providence. 
(428) Olive, m. Charles Allen, of Fairhaven. 
(429) Sibyl, died when 20 years old. 


Tomas Pstrce (No. 112) and wife Purse Strance had: 


(430) Thomas, b. 18—. 

(431) Philip, b. 18—. 

(432) Jbseph, b. 183-. 

(433) Phebe Dean, b. June 5, 1826; d. when about 20 


years old. 


(484) Sally Stephens, b. 182-; m. —— Fifield. 
(435) Amy, b. 18—; d. young. 


PrEsERVED Peirce (No. 115) and wife had: 


(436) Harriet. 

(487) Adeline. 

(438) A child whose name I could Hy learn. 

(439) Moses. 

I am indebted to Col. Abial Peirce Robinson for informa- 


ion given of the family of Preserved Peirce. 


Pur Prtrce (No. 117) and wife Mary Kerru had: 


(440) Mary, m. George Newhall. 

(441) Caroline, m. Thomas Heath. 

(442) Adeline resides in Charlestown. 

(443) George W., served in the U.S. Navy. 
(444) Philip, resides in Chicago. 


Dunuam and wife Lois PEerrcr (No, 118) had: 


(445) Simeon. 
(446) Eli, d. at the age of 14 years. 
(447) Levi, d. at the age of 17 years, 


(448) Preserved. 


15* 
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Lemver Peirce (No. 119) and wife Resgcca C. Grover had: 


(449) Elizabeth, d. at the age of 23 years. 
(450) George. 


JouN Perkins and wife Racuet Petrce (No. 120) had: 


(451) John, b. 177-; was a blacksmith ; lived in 
Berkley, Mass., m. Betsey Hastings, of Foxboro’, Mass. 
He d. 18—. She resides in Taunton. Their dau. Sarah 
is the wife of Hon. James Buffington, Representative in 
Congress from first District of Mass., and subscriber to en- 
courage the publication of this work on the Peirce family. 


(452) Rachel, b. 1775 ; m. October 27, 1793, Ebenezer 
Paine, of Freetown. He became an inebriate, and they 
separated some twenty years before his decease. It is 
worthy of remark, that this is the first instance, in the his- 
tory of the Peirce family, of the voluntary separation of a mar- 
ried couple, it having been fully understood that marriage 
implied a union not only for better but for worse. He d. 
near Rollersville, Sandusky county, Ohio, in or about 1846, 
and Rachel became the wife of Thomas Leban, a foreigner. - 
She d. April 2, 1858, and Thomas Leban m. Catharine F. 
Brown, daughter of John and wife Mary (463). 

(453) Ruth, b. 17—; m. Boomer, of Fall River. 


Sera Crase and wife Hannan Perrce (No. 121) had: 


(454) Barbary, b. Feb. 25, 1778; d. March 30, 1807. 

(455) George A., b. April 14, 1780; d. at sea, 

(456) Chloe, b. March 29, 1782; m. Dec. 3, 1801, Silas 
Paine, of Freetown. He became an inebriate, and was the 
source of a great deal of trouble to his family, kindred and 
friends. (Town Records of Freetown, recollections of the 
writer, and tradition.) She d. May 21, 1813. 

(457) Seth, b. April 14, 1784; d. at sea. 

(458) Edmund, b. Oct. 7, 1786; m. Sarah Chase. Free- 
town. 

(459) Hannah, b. Oct. 18, 1791; never married. 
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Darius Cuase and wife Weauruy Perce (No. 123) had: 


(460) Amy, b. Dec. 27, 1779; m. April 22, 1798, Jo- - 
seph Fish, of Newport, R. I. (Freetown Records.) 
(461) Benjamin, b. Sept. 1, 1781; d. Sept. —, 1805. 
(462) Darius, b. Dec. 6, 1788. (Freetown Records.) 

(463) Mary, b. Aug. 31,1785; m. Feb. 4, 1810, John 
Brown, so called, a foreigner. Shed. April 12, 1868. He 
resides in Assonet village, Freetown. He has been a mari- 
ner and master of a coasting vessel. 

(464) Daniel, b. May 20, 1787; went to sea and never 
returned. Thought to have engaged in an unlawful enter- 
prise on the high seas, that cost him his life. 

(465) Henry, b. July 16, 1789; d. of yellow fever Dec. 
24,1809. (Town Records of Freetown.) 

(466) Welcome, b. June 15, 1791; died. 

(467) Phebe, b. May 20, 1793; never m.; still lives. 

(468) Earl P., b. April 18,1795; died Oct. 30, 1820. 


Davip Cuase and wife Cutoz Prrrce (No. 126) had: 


(469) David, b. 17—; d. at the age of 17 years. (Tra- 
dition.) 

(470) Hannah, b. March 4, 1788; m. twice. First, 
Oct. 7, 1810, Elisha L. Pratt, of Freetown. He d. in 1846, 
and she m. second, Doct. Seth P. Williams, of Freetown. He 
d. in 1862. Shed. Sept. 8, 1868. (Records of Freetown.) 

(471) Polly, b. 17—; d. at the age of 2 yrs. (Tradition.) 


Joun Turesuer and wife Cutoz Prerrce Cuase (No. 126) had: 


(472) Henry, b. June 12,1799 ; m. Jan. 2, 1825, Sybil 
Cudworth, of Freetown. She d. March, 1843. He is a 
house carpenter and resides in Assonet Village, Freetown, 
Mass. In 1814, he served a brief period as a substitute for 
N. Macomber, in the coast guard stationed at Plymouth, under 
Capt. (afterwards Lieut. Colonel) Peter H. Peirce, of Mid- 
dleboro’. | 
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Gitpert Cuasr and wife Cuartiry Prrrce (No. 127) had 4 


(473) Allen, b. May 26, 1784; m. twice. First, Oct. 31, — 
1805, his first cousin Sarah Chase, dau. of Greenfield Chase, — 


of Freetown. She d. Aug. 14, 1850, and he m. 185—, Sarah, 
a daughter of James Chase, of Freetown. Allen died Dec. 
8, 1856. He was master of a coasting vessel. 

(474) Betsey, b. Sept. 19, 1790; m. Oct. 25, 1810, 
Ebenezer Dean, hatter, of Freetown. She died in Fall River, 
Dec., 1865. He died in Freetown, perhaps of consump- 
tion, having abused himself with strong drink for several 
years. Died Oct. 20, 1825. 

(475) Chartley, b. Dec. 23, 1792; m. Oct. 24, 1810, 
James Burr, of Freetown, mariner. |She died Sept. 19, 
1858, and he m. Mrs. Joanna White, of Fall River. 

(476) Gilbert, b. Jan. 7, 1795; m. Jan. 30, 1817, his 
first cousin, Polly Chase, dau. of Greenfield Chase, of Free- 
town. He became a town pauper several years before his 
death. Died of delirium tremens, in 1829—the first 
person that the writer ever saw struggling in the pangs of 
death. He served 7 days in coast guard in June, 1814. 

(477) Bradford, b. Nov. 3, 1797; concerning whom we 
append in a note an extract of a Justice Court Record.* 


* “No. 561| Bristolss. Beit Remembered that on the sixth day of De- 
1815 cember 1815 Bradford Chace and George Chace 2d were brought 
Dec. 8th. before me the subscriber one of the Justices of the Peace within 


and for the county of Bristol by virtue of a Warrant Issued by me upon the com- 
plaint of Stephen Sampson of Dartmouth in said county who therein upon oath 
saith that on the evening of the fifth of December Inst. he the said Stephen on the 
highway in said Freetown was violently and with force and arms Assaulted siezed 
and Robbed of a pocket book containing Ninety-two dollars in bank bills and one 
Hundred and fifty Dollars in Silver by Bradford Chace and George Chace 2d and one 
other to your complainant unknown, Contrary to Law and against the Peace and 
Dignity of sd Commonwealth wherefore the said Stephen Sampson prays that they 
the said Bradford Chace and George Chace 2d may be apprehended and held to 
answer to this Complaint and further dealt with relative to the same according to 
Law. 
‘* STEPHEN me SAMPSON 
‘¢ Witness, Ephraim Merrick. wee ae ; 


‘* Bristol ss. Received and sworn to on the sixth day of December 1815. 
Before me Bensamin Weaver, Justice of the Peace.” 


~ * 
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After being committed to the common jail, to wait trial at 
the Supreme Judicial Court, his father procured his tem- 
porary liberation, by giving bonds for his appearance in the 
sum of one thousand dollars, which was forfeited, as the 
young man decamped and never again returned. 


Cory and wife Warr Perce (129) had: 

(478) Abraham, 

(479) Isaac, > triplets. 

(480) Jacob, 

It is to tradition alone that I owe what appears concern- 
ing Wait Peirce (No. 129), except the date of her birth, 
Feb. 2, 1770. 


CurisToPHER Peirce, Jr. (No. 131) and wife Asicam B. 
Ranp had: 

(481) William R., b. ——, 18—; d. in infancy. 

(482) Rufus R., b. , 18—; d. in infancy. 

(483) Abigail L., b. March 11, 1825; resided in Pem- 
broke, Mass. (to whom my thanks are due for information — 
here presented concerning this family); m. William Taylor, 
of Pembroke. 

(484) George B., b. Nov. 10, 1826; m. Mary Derby, of 
S. Weymouth. 

(485) Priscilla B.,b. March 1, 1829 ; m. Isaac McFarlin, 
of Pembroke. 

(486) Ann J., b. March 6, 1838; m. William H. Aus- 
tin, of South Boston. 


‘* To which charge the said Bradford Chace Saith he is not guilty and the said 
George Chace 2d saith that he himself is Guilty whereupon after a full hearing of 
the cause against the said Bradford and due examination of the witnesses Sworn 
to give true evidence therein it appears to me that the said Bradford Chace is also 
Guilty, it is therefore considered by me the said Justice that the said Bradford 
Chace and George Chace 2d be committed to the common Gaol in said County and 
there to remain until the next Supreme Judicial Court which is to be holden at 
Taunton within and for said county of Bristol on the third Tuesday of October 
next and untill they be therefrom delivered by due course of Law. A Mittemus 
being made out and Delivered to Capt. Ambrose Barnaby to commit the aforesaid 
prisoners. BengaMin WEAVER.” 
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DesoraH Peirce (No. 182), 


ares tier of Christopher Peirce (No. 44), never married, 
and is: dead. 


Samuet McFaran and wife Lyp1a Petrce (No. 133) had: 
(487) Lydia. 
(488) Deborah, m. Seth Ford, of Pembroke. 
(489) Otis, m. Sarah Delano, of Duxbury. 


Joun McFartan and wife Lucy Pertrce (No. 134) had: 


(490) Delia, m. Edward Bates, Jr., of Pembroke. 
(491) John, m. Ford. 

(492) Hannah, m. Martin Simmons, of Duxbury. 
(493) Masenah. Is in California. 


Comrort Bares and wife Brersry Perrce (No. 135) had: 


(494) . Daniel Peirce, b. May 22, 1817; m. twice. First, 
Feb. 2, 1840, Lydia A. Rider, of Plymouth; m. second, in 
1867, Elizabeth Mulligan, of Blackstone. First wife d. in 
or about 1848. He is a carpenter. 

(495) Elizabeth Ann, b. Feb. 22, 1821; m. Jan. 26, 
1840, Samuel H. Davee, of Plymouth. She d. June 29, 
1841. 

(496) Gustavus Davis, b. July 6, 1823; m. Noy. 28, 
1848, Nancy D. Finney, of Plymouth. He enlisted Aug. 7, 
1862, as a soldier in company D of 38th regiment of Mas- 
sachusetts Infantry. Discharged for disability, Aug 5, 1863. 
Representative to the General Court in 1857. Has been 
one of the school committee for the town of Plymouth, and 
is a Justice of the Peace for the county. 

(497) George H., b. Feb. 13, 1825; m. twice. First, in 
1852, Hannah Pnctieenlane of Blackstone. She d., and in 
1855 he m. Mary A. Boyden, of B. 

(498) Abby W., b. May 15, 1827; m. March 14, 1847, 
Edwin Lucas, of Plymouth. Resides in Waltham. 
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(499) Clara M., b. March 2, 1829; m. Nov. 25, 1847, 
Benjamin Swift, of Falmouth. She d. Nov. 18, 1857. 

(500) Adoniram Judson, b. Jan. 24, 1831. Is in Cali- 
fornia. 

(501) Francis, b. Oct. 12, 1834; m. Nancy Peirce, of 
Middleboro’. He enlisted Aug. 7, 1862, as a soldier in 
company D of the 38th Massachusetts Infantry, and was 
discharged for disability, Jan. 30, 1864. Died May 15, 
1866, from disease contracted in the military service. 

(502) Andrew, b. Aug. 5, 1837. 

(503) Mary W., b. July 15, 1839; m. in 1866, William 
W. Stockwell, of Freetown. He d. in October, 1866. 


Dante Perrce (No. 136), 


Son of Daniel Peirce (No. 45) and wife Elizabeth Peterson, 
was b. in or near 1794, and d. without issue May 19, 1819. 
It was not until page 50 of this book had been printed, 


that the writer was enabled to learn the surname of the 
wife of Joseph Peirce (No. 19). Her maiden name was 


Olive Cushing. The date of said Joseph Peirce’s death 
on page 39, was copied from Winsor’s history of Duxbury, 
but the lineal descendants of said Joseph pronounce it a 


4 mistake, and say he died in 1814. Iam led to believe the 


true date of his death was Jan. 1, 1818. Olive the wife 


d. in 1808, aged 73 years. 

It is traditionally reported that Hannah Peirce (No. 47), 
b. June 6, 1771, m.a Delano, and that her sister Abigail 
Peterson Peirce (N o. 48), b. March 17, 1773, m. Nathaniel 
Delano, of Duxbury. 

Joseph Peirce (No. 49), b. July 25, 1774; d. Jan. 5, 1796. 

Luther Peirce (No. 50), b. May 9,1776 ; m. twice. First, 
Lydia Delano, of Duxbury, who bore him six children. She 
d. in 1814, aged 37 years. He then m. Priscilla Wads- 
worth. Luther Peirce d. in 1831. 
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Lyp1a Perrce, b. January 20, 1799, a bi 


Daughter of Luther (No. 50) and wife Lydia, is still living, 
at the age of 70 years. She m. Stephen Soule. 


(504) 
(505) 
(506) 
(507) 
(508) 
(509) 
(510) 
(511) 
(512) 


SrepHEN SOULE and wife Lyp1a Perrce had: 


Lydia, b. 18—; m. Eden Sampson, of 
William. 

Catharine. 

Louisa. 

Maria. 

Laurena. 

Fernando. 

Priscilla. 

Oscar. 


Stephen Soule, the parent, was a son of William Soule, 
grandson of Joseph, great-grandson of Joshua, great-great- 
grandson of John, and great-great-great-grandson of George 
Soule, who came to America in 1620. George’s wife was 
Mary Becket. Hed. in 1680. She d. in 1677. 


Dexsorau Perrce, b. October 21, 1800, 


Daughter of Luther Peirce (No. 50) and wife Lydia Delano, 
m. Rufus Delano, of Duxbury, and she is still living, at the 
age of 69 years. 7 


Rurus Dretano and wife Dresoran Petrce had: 


(513) 
(514) 
(515) 
(516) 
(517) 
(518) 


‘Deborah. 
Rufus. 
Mary. 
Ezra. 
Augusta. 
Lizzie. 


JosEPH Prrrcz, 


Son of Luther Peirce (No. 50) and wife Lydia Delano, was 
b. July 26, 1808, and d. in 1814, 
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ag CarTuartne Peirce, b. July 26, 1806, 
__ Daughter of Luther Peirce (No. 50) and wife Lydia De- 
lano,'m. Calvin Josselyn, of Duxbury. She is still living, 
aged 63 years. ‘ 
CaLvIn JossELYN and wife CaTHARINE PErRcE had: 

(519) Catharine. : 

(520) Cordelia. 

(521) Francis. 

(522) Adriane. 

(523) Calvin. 

(524) Walter. 
* (525) Abbie. 


3 Rurvus Perrce, 
Son of Luther (No. 50) and wife Lydia Delano, was b. 
Aug. 9, 1808, and m. Eliza Brewster, of Duxbury. 
Rurvs Peirce and wife Exiza Brewster had : 
(526) Mary E. 
(527) Jane M. 


Lurner Petrce, Jr., 
Son of Luther (No. 50) and wife Lydia Delano, b. April 
D, 1811, and m. Ruth A. Bates, of Kingston. 
Luruer Perce, Jr. and wife Ruru A. Bares had: 


(528) Frank L. | 

(529) Lizzie, b.18—. Is the person to whom the writer 
is indebted for the facts here given in the history of the de- 
scendants of Luther Peirce (No. 50). 


(530) Charles. 


JosEPH PEIRcE, 
_ Son of Luther Peirce (No. 50) and 2d wife Priscilla 
Wadsworth, b. Dec. 9, 1815. 
16 > 
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PriscittA PEIRcE, 


Daughter of Luther Peirce (No. 50) and 2d wife Priscilla 
ae erorth, b. Feb. 23, 1818. 


EvizABeTH PErRcE, 


Daughter of Luther Peirce (No. 50) and 2d wife Priscilla 
Wadsworth, b. Feb. 11, 1820. 


Beruta Pearce, 


Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethia 
Ingersoll, b. July 16, 1761; m. May 20, 1787, Robert 
Williams, of Boston. 

Rosert WitiiAms and wife Berura Pearce had: 


931) Robert P. 
ae pee al Emigrated to the west. 


Mary Pearce, 


Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethiah In- 
gersoll, b. Aug. 30, 1763; m. Jan. 4, 1781, John Beach, of 
Bristol, England. 

JoHN Bracu and wife Mary Pearce had: 

(533) John Pearce, b. pone 

(534) William, resided in Gloucester. Was commis- 
sioned in 1812 as 2d Lieut. of the Gloucester Artillery com- 
pany, James S. Sayward being Captain, and Samuel Pearce 
Ist Lieut. Promoted to Ist Lieut. in 1815, Samuel Pearce 
being Captain, and Winthrop Sergeant 2d Lieut., and made 
Captain in 1818, The Gloucester Artillery company at that 
time, with companies of like arm, in the towns of Salem, 
Lynn and Danvers, constituted the Artillery Regiment of 
Ist Brigade in the 2d Division Mass. Militia, of which, in 
1820, Capt. William Beach was made Lt. Col,; Henry 
Whipple, of Salem, being Col., Warren Porter, of Danvers, 
Major, and John Towne, of Salem, Adjutant. Brigadier- 
General James Appleton, of Gloucester, commanded the 
Brigade, and Major-General Benjamin Stickney, of Newbury, 
the Division. 
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William Beach was not long after promoted to Colonel, 
with Francis Peabody, of Salem, as Lt. Col., John Nichols, 
of Lynn, Major, and John Towne, of Salem, Adjutant. 

The company commanders under Col. William Beach, 
were Captains Wm. Centre, Jr. of Gloucester, Aaron 'T'ap- 
ley, of Danvers, Joseph A. Lloyd, of Lynn, and Alvin Hil- 
dreth, of Beverly. | 

Col. Beach represented the town of Gloucester in the 
General Court, was a member of the Constitutional Con- 
vention of 1820, and Collector of the Port of Gloucester. 

(535), Mary, b. ; m. Thomas W. Penhallow, of 
Portsmouth, N. H. She d. and he m. Susanna Stevens 
Pearce, half sister of 1st wife. 

(536) Elizabeth, b. ; m. Richard S. Smith, of Phila- 
delphia. He is President of the Union Insurance Co., of 
that city. ‘They are still living. 


_Daviw Pearce (No. 137), 


Son of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethia Ingersoll, 
b. Jan. 18, 1766; graduated at Harvard College in 1788, 
and became a merchant in Boston. He m. Nov. 7, 1793, 
Rebecca, a daughter of Dr. Charles Russell, of Charlestown. 

Davin Pearce (No. 137) and wife Resecca Russert had: 

(537) Charles R., m. Emeline Russell. 

(538) David. 

_ (539) Catharine, m. David Messinger, a Commodore in 
the Navy of the United States. 

(540) Harriet R., m. Redman Lawrence, Esq., of 
Buck’s county, Penn. 

(541) Helen, m. Dr. F. W. Ostrander, of iiaraeis 
New York. 


SaraH PEARCE, 


Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethia In- 
gersoll, b. Sept. 18, 1768; m. July. Ad, 1789, Jonathan 
Williams. 
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JONATHAN Wiirams and wife Saran Pearce had: 

(542) David. 

Jonathan Williams, the parent, died in Jan., 1798, i i 
on a voyage to Madeira, where he was going oe his health, 
and Sarhh his widow became the wife of Abijah Cheever, 
M.D., of Boston, but had no children by 2d husband. 


Joun Pearce (No. 138), ° 
Son of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethia Ingersoll, 
b. Feb. 27, 1775; never married. Died at Kanecat in= 
France, where he had gone for his health. Died 19 or near 
1798. 


AxicaiL Pearce (No. 139), 


Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethia In- 
gersoll, m. April. 1, 1790, Benjamin Parrott Homer, a mer- 
chant of Boston. They were married by Rey. John Murray. 
Abigail died in Boston, Jan. 17, 1811, aged 37 years. 

Benyamin Parrotr Homer and wife Anicam PEARCE 
(No. 139) had: 

(543) Mary, b. June 7, 1792; m. May 26, 1818, Thomas. 
Dixon, of Amsterdam, a knight of the order of the Neth- 
erlands Lion, and of the order of the Lily. They had three 
sons born in Holland, one of whom died unmarried. Their 
oldest son, Benjamin Homer Dixon, b. in Amsterdam in 
1819, is a knight of the order of the Netherlands Lion, and 
Consul-General of the Netherlands in Canada, and resides 
at Toronto; to whom my thanks are due for valuable in- 
formation concerning David Pearce (No. 53) and his posterity. 
Another son of Thomas Dixon and wife Mary Homer (No. 
543), 1s Fitz Eugene Dixon, b. in 1821; m. Catherine C. 
Dallas, daughter of Vice-President George M. Dallas, and 
resides in Bucks county, Penn. Thomas Dixon, K.N.L.K.L., 
d. in Boston in 1849. 

(544) Fitz Henry Homer, son of Benj. P. Homer a 
wife Abigail, b. May 9, 1799; m. Nancy Bradford DeWolf, 
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of Bristol, R. I., daughter of Hon. James DeWolf, United 
_ States Senator, and had J osephine, who m. Henry Bedlow, 
of New York; and Isabel, who m. John C. Pegram. 

(545) Georgiana A., m. Philo Strong Shelton, of Boston, 
son of Joseph Shelton, of Derby, Conn., and they had ten 
children, viz.: Albertina H., who m. Frederick R. Sears, of 
Boston; Helen Eugena, m. Capt. Richard Cary, who was 
killed* Aug. 9,1862; Philo Strong; Harriet H., m. Charles 
T. Randall; Eugene E., attained to the rank of brevet ma- 
jor in the late war; Robert G.S.; Henry S.,f a Capt. in the 
late war; Joseph; Charles P., and Benjamin H. 


Harrier Pearce, b. March 8, 1780, 


Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and wife Bethia 
Ingersoll, m. Nov. —, 1799, John Scott, of Boston. He d. 
in the West Indies in 1800, and Harriet, the widow, became 
the wife of Hon. Hunking Penhallow, of Portsmouth, N.H. 


Joun Scorr and wife Harrier Pearce had: 


(546) Margaret, m. Penhallow. 


Hon. Hunxinc Penuattow and wife Harrier Prarce 
Scorr had, as I am informed, at least four children, but whose 
names I have not been able to obtain. 

(547) 
(548) 
(549) 
(550) 


* Capt. Richard Cary was commissioned, May 24, 1861, Captain in the 2d Reg’t 
Mass. Infantry, and in the action in which he was killed, Aug. 9th, 1862, five 
commissioned officers of that Reg’t fell, viz.: Captains Edward G. Abbott, William 
B. Williams, Richard Cary, and Richard C. Goodwin and Lieut. Stephen 6G. 
_ Perkins; an action which is said to have ‘‘ tested to the utmost the character of the 
 Reg’t.’’ Of 22 officers, only 8 escaped unhurt. 

+ Henry Shelton was commissioned Feb. 1, 1865, Captain in the 61st Mass. In- 
fantry, and served till July 16, 1865; had also been a Captain in 8th Regiment in 
__ the war at a previous date. 


16* 
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Hon. Hunking Penhallow died Sept. 24, 1826, aged 60 
years. He had been a member of the State Senate se ait 
cout elasiag 


Freperick Aucustus GitMAN PEARCE, 


Son of David Pearce (No. 53) and 2d wife Mary Inger- 
soll, b. at date to me unknown, and died young. Never 
married. 


Mary Incersoit PEARCE, 


Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and 2d wife Mary 


Ingersoll, b. at date unknown, d. young. Never married. 


SusANNAH STEVENS PEARCE, 


Daughter of David Pearce (No. 53) and 2d wife Mary 
Ingersoll, m. Thomas W. Penhallow, of Portsmouth, N. H. 
They now reside in Greenfield, N. H. No children. 


Since the printing of the 91st page of this book, a very 
interesting manuscript, prepared by the late Capt.-Samuel 


Pearce (No. 144), has been loaned me for perusal, and from 


which I have copied the following, concerning JosEpH PEARCE 
(No. 54). 

‘“‘ Joseph Pearce followed the seas for a livelihood. Mar- 
ried when young, and had a numerous family. Sailed in 
the employ of his brother David, but was not successful in 
his pursuits. 

‘«¢ At this period, soon after the peace of 1788, a number 
of individuals living in Gloucester procured a grant of a 
township of land in Maine, not far from Portland, and sevy- 
eral families removed there. ' 

‘** Ag Col. William Pearce, who then lived on his farm in 
the town parish of Gloucester, was proceeding to his count- 
ing room, about one and a half miles from his home, he saw 
Mr. Daniel Rogers (then one of the principal merchants of 
Gloucester) sitting at his window. He called to the Col. 
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‘and said he wished to speak to him. Well, said Col. Pearce, 
what does Mr. Rogers want? Says Mr. Rogers, my schooner, 
Judith, has been out so many days from the West Indies, 
and is a missing vessel. I cannot afford to lose her. I 
want to know what you will insure me $500 or a $1000 
for? I will think of it, said Col. Pearce, and let you know. 
when I go home to dine. At the time to go home to dinner, 
the Col. saw Mr. R. sitting at the same place, went to him 
and said he would take his policy at 50 per cent. Done, 
said Mr. R., and when you come down in the morning I will 
have the policy ready for you to sign. On the following 
morning, as Col. Pearce was on his way to his seat of busi- 
ness, Mr. R. was at his window, and called out, Col., my 
vessel arrived last night. Very well, said the Col., then you 
have nothing to do but hand me over the premium. I don't 
like to do that, said Mr. Rogers, for you have earned this 
money very easy; but I will tell you what I wish you to do. 
I own a fine tract of 250 acres of land in New Gloucester, 
and if you will take a deed of that land instead of the 
money, you will confer a great favor on me. I will think of 
it and let you know, said Col. P., as soon as I make up my 
mind. 
_* As Col. Pearce was thinking of Mr. Rogers’s proposition 
and what he could do with the land, the thought of his bro- 
ther Joseph came to his mind; he had very little property, 
was master of a small vessel, his perquisites insufficient for a 
support, and a large and increasing family. He reasoned 
with himself—If Joseph had this land there would be room 
enough for him and all his family. I will see if he will go. 
He sent for Joseph, told him the offer Mr. Rogers had made, 
and if he would go with his family and settle there he would 
make him a present of it, and added, you will have a chance 
to become a wealthy and influential man. In the course of 
the day Joseph concluded to give up his vessel, and accept 
the land; and all that Col. Pearce could anticipate in behalf 
of his brother Joseph, he lived to see realized. Joseph 
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Pearce’s religious opinions were similar to those of his bro- 
ther ‘David, and formed under similar circumstances, and he 
and his family were. among the first to join the society of 
Universalists formed under the preaching of the Rev. John 
Murray. He died at New Gloucester, at the age of ninety 
years, a wealthy farmer, and one who was much respected 
and beloved by his acquaintance.” 


JosEPH PrARcE, Jr., 


Eldest son of Joseph Pearce (No. 54) and wife, b. proba- 
bly in Gloucester, Mass. He accompanied his parents to 
New Gloucester, in Maine, married, and settled on a part of 
the lands given by his uncle, Col. William Pearce, to Joseph 
Pearce, his father. Had quite a family of children. When 
upwards of 40 years of age, Joseph Pearce, Jr. and wife 
jomed the fraternity of Shakers, at Enfield, N. H. 


SusaNnaH Pearce (No. 140), 


Daughter and eldest child of Col. William Pearce and 
wife ‘T'amasin Brown, was b. in Gloucester, Mass., Oct. 12, 
1774. Her youth was characterized by untiring industry 
in the pursuit of that knowledge termed female education, 
and among other accomplishments, then quite uncommon 
for an American woman, she acquired a knowledge of the 
French language, so as not only to write but also to speak 
it. One who knew her well has left recorded, ‘She pos- 
sessed the fine qualities, to a great degree, of her excellent 
mother, with a strong sprinkling of the go-ahead principles 
of her father.” 

She was twice married, First, to Mr. William Black, 
from Leith in Scotland, a gentleman of highly respectable 
family, and who had received a collegiate education, a man 
noted for purity of principles and refinement in manners. 
He died a few months after their marriage, from dropsy 
in the chest. | | 


} THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 189 


About two years later, she became the wife of Benjamin 
Penhallow, Esq., of Portsmouth, N. H. She died J anuary 
19, 1844. 

Benyamin Penuattow, Esq. and wife Sueashad (PEARceE) 
Brack (No. 140) had: 


(551) Lucy Elizabeth, b. May 29, 1800. 

(552) Susan Stevens, b. April 29, 1807. 

(553) Ann C., b. Aug. 11, 1809. 

(554) Clementine Beach, b. Oct. 15,1811; d. Aug. 10, 
1828. 

(555) William Pearce, b. July 19, 1813; d. Aug. 27, 
1839. 

(556) Benjamin Hunking, b. May 1, 1816, to whom I 
am indebted for the names of the children of Benjamin Pen- 
hallow and wife Susannah Pearce. Benjamin H. Penhal- 

slow is a book, job and card printer, and engaged in business 
at Lowell. He married, April 21, 1850, Hepsibah Shep- 
herd, daughter of John Shepherd and wife Nancy Smith, 
_ of Durham, N. H., and the fruits of that marriage have - 
been four children, viz.: William P., Alice W., Isabella 
W., and Arthur L. 
(557) Julia Maria, b. Sept. 12, 1817. 


Wituram Pearce, Jr. (No. 141), 


Eldest son of Col. William Pearce (No. 55) and wife 
Tamasin Brown, was b. in Gloucester, Feb. 5, 1777, and at 
the age of twenty years had attained to the command of the 
ship ‘‘ Essex,” and the consignment of her cargo in the 
Surinam trade. In this and the European trade he continu- 
ed with the Essex until the completion of a new ship, the 
*¢ William and Henry,” May, 1800, when with the latter he 
made several trips to Norfolk, Va., and in tae a voyage 
to and from St. Petersburg, Russia. 

He now relinquished a sea-going life, and the -following 
yeat was united in marriage with Clara, daughter of N thas 
niel Sargent, Esq., at that time a resident of Paris. The 
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town of Gloucester in 1806, and again in 1807, made Wm. 
Pearce, Jr. their Representative to the General Court, and 
he was frequently chosen to preside at town meetings, and 
became a partner in the very extensive business of his father 
and brothers, under the firm of ‘‘ William Pearce and Sons.” 

Some idea of the amount of business transacted by this 
firm may be learned from the number of ships and smaller 
craft owned and employed by them, and the REN losses 
which they were able to sustain, 

‘Their ship “ Falcon” was confiscated at a He in the | 
north of Europe, and was with freight and cargo condemned 
and sold ; their ship “‘ Charles ” was captured by the enemy, 
at the commencement of the last war with England, as was 
also their brig called the “ Active.” 

Add to this the total loss by shipwreck of the ship ‘* Su- 
san and Eliza,” with a full cargo of sugar and coffee, in- 
voiced at $60,000, the capture by the Danes of their bark 
‘“‘ Edward Henry,” and the utter prostration of their busi- 
ness by the war of 1812, and it will be apparent that their 
means to endure and still continue business at the close of 
the war must have been immense for that time. From 
June, 1812, to Jan., 1815, their remaining vessels were 
hauled up and dismantled, save two brigs that were fitted 
out at Boston, in which they were part owners. Privateer- 
ing now became the order of the day, and the firm took an _ 
interest in the following named privateers :—schooner “* Ma- 
dison,” of 3 guns and 36 men; “ Sword Fish,” 1% guns, 110 
men; ‘“‘ Thrasher,” 14 guns and 116 men; ‘* David Porter,” 
10 guns and 120 men; ‘“ Fox,” 12 guns and 120 men; and 
the “ Orlando,” of 8 guns and 75 men. 

On the return of peace in 1815, they found themselves 
possessed of the following vessels, viz.: ship ‘‘ Herald,” brigs 
“Gen. Jackson,” ‘‘ Gossipeum,” ‘‘ Big-Fox,” ‘‘ Traveller,” 
*¢ Cincinnatus,” “Fanny,” ‘‘ Warren,” ‘“ Lydia,” ‘ Jason,” 
‘¢ Levant,” ‘“‘ Helen,” and the ‘‘ Chile; ” schooners “ Louisa” 
and “ Bolivar,” and sloop “ William.” 
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To this fleet they soon added by purchase the ships “‘ Caro- 
line” and “ Orlando,” and built a ship called the ‘“ William 
and Henry,” their old ship of that name having been sold at 
Boston in 1810. All these vessels were loaded on their 
own account, and several were employed in the pepper trade 
from Sumatra, Batavia, Manilla and Mocha. One was em- 
ployed in the Russia trade; one with France; one ran to 
Leghorn, two to the west coast of South America, and the 
_ balance to the West Indies. Their schooners were finally 
increased in number to nine, and their sloops to seven. 

In January, 1818, Wm. Pearce, Jr., was appointed Col- 
lector of the Port and District of Gloucester, and retired 
from the firm of William Pearce and Sons, in which he was 
succeeded by his brother George W. Pearce. 

William Pearce, Jr. was very public-spirited and did a 
great deal for his native town of Gloucester, was hospitable 
in the extreme, and as a neighbor none could be better. 
He for several years acted as a deacon of the Universalist 
society at Gloucester, and was President of the Bank in 
that town till his death, Dec. 14, 1841.* 


Wut Pzarcer, Jr. (No. 141) and wife Cuara Senanive 
. had : 


(558) ,m. Samuel E. Coues, of Portsmouth, N. H., 
President of the American Peace Society. 

~ (559) Mary, unmarried. 

(560) Elizabeth, m. B. K. Hough, of Gloucester. 

(561) Nancy, m. O. G. Lane. 

(562) Clementina. 

(563) William. 

(564) George. 

(565) Nathaniel. 

(566) Henry, died. 


_ * The writer is mainly indebted to the manuscript of Capt. Samuel Pearce (No, 
144) for the history of William Pearce, Jr. and Henry Pearce. 


192 THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


Henry Pearce (No. 142), 


Son of Col. William Pearce (No. 55) and wife Tamasin 
Brown, ivas b. Aug. 12, 1781, and commenced a sea-faring 
life when quite young, succeeding his brother William as 
commander of the ship ‘‘ Essex.” With this vessel he continu- 
ed in the European trade till the completion of a new ship, 
the “Susan and Eliza,’ in 1802, in which he made several 
voyages to St. Petersburg, when ill health compelled him to 
remain at home until 1815. He then took command of the 
schooner “ Traveller,’ of which he was sole owner, and made 
two voyages to the West Indies, when continued ill health 
forced him to stay at home the remainder of his life. He 
d. in Gloucester, May 22d, 1823. | 

Henry Pearce (No. 142) and wife Asrear, Kyicuts had: — 

(567) Edward H.; m. twice. He is a farmer and re- 
sides in Gloucester. 

(568) Nancy, m. William H. Stevens, of Gloucester. 


EvizaBerH Peaxce (No. 143), 

Daughter of Col. William Pearce (No. 55) and wife Tam- 
asin Brown, was b. April 1, 1784, and received instruction in 
the best schools of the country at that time. While ona 
visit at Portsmouth, N. H., she became acquainted with 
William H. Parrott, Esq., a gentleman of good talents and 
much promise, to whom in 1808 she was married. Mr. 
Parrott removed from Portsmouth, N. H., to Gloucester, 
Mass., where he continued to reside during the remainder 
of his life, except three or four years that he lived in Bos- 
ton. While residing in Gloucester, his appreciation by the _ 
people among whom he had come to live may be inferred 
from the fact that he was for seven years the only repre- 
sentative to the General Court from Gloucester, and after- 
wards was a senator from Essex County. 

Mr. Parrott became a partner with Col. William Pearce 
and Sons, turning into the concern the ships ‘“‘ Falcon” and 
A Chivers 
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It isa fact worthy of notice that the town of Gloucester, — 
which in 1820 was entitled to have six delegates, and sent 


that number to the Constitutional Convention, should have 


selected three of those six persons from the Pearce family 
and its nearest connections ; viz., Col. William Pearce (No. 


(55), his nephew Col. William Beach (No. 534), and son- 


in-law Hon. William W. Parrott. The other three delegates 


were Elias Davidson, John Kitteridge and N. Knowlton. 

Major Levi Peirce of Middleboro’, Aaron Pierce of Mill- 
bury, and Varney Pierce of New Salem, were also members 
of the same Convention. 

While residing in Boston, Hon. William W. Parrott was 
elected a representative to the General Court from that city 
for the years 1840, ’41, 42, ’43 and 44. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Parrott possessed a mild and amiable dis- 
position. She was a friend sincere and kind; as a daugh- 
ter, sister and wife, affectionate. 

Her inherent benevolence made her generous to the poor, 
and her many excellent qualities of head and heart, both © 
natural and acquired, caused her to be greatly missed and 
generally lamented ; for in her death was lost a good neigh- 
bor and most worthy member of society. She died April 
26, i856, and was buried at Mount Auburn. 


Hon. Wit114m W. Parrotrr and wife ExizasetH PEARcE 
(No. 143) had : 


(569) William Pearce, b. March 2, 1810; m. Sophia M. 
Reed. He d. March 4, 1868. 
(570) John, b. Dec. 3, 1811; was murdered in Califor- 


nia some time in November, 1853. 


(571) Mary G., b. Aug. 3, 1813; never m. ; died Feb- 


24, 1866. 


(572) Tamasin Pearce, b. Dec. 24, 1815; never m.; 


- died March 9, 1838. 


_ (573) Elizabeth E., b. May 22, 1817; m. Sept. 6, 1836, 
17 
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George Hughes, a merchant, of the firm of Atherton, Hughes 
& Co., 21 Lewis Wharf, Boston. 

(574) George B., b. June 11, 1819; m. Caroline A. 
Morris. | 

The writer acknowledges his indebtedness to the manu- 
script of Capt. Samuel Pearce (No. 144), the history of 
Cape Ann by Hon. J. J. Babson, and to George Hughes, ~ 
Esq., of Boston, for information here presented concern- — 
ing Hon. W. W. Parrott and family. 


Capt. Samurt Pearce (No. 144), 


Son of Col. William Pearce (No. 55) and wife Tamasin — 
Brown, was b, at the farm house in the town parish, Glou- 
cester, Mass., “‘a few moments before 12 of the clock at 
noon, Feb. 29, 1788.” But as this date would deprive him 
of a birth-day save in leap year, his father decided to have 
it recorded as occurring upon the first day of March. In 
early life his health was so feeble that the doctors decided 
he would never attain to the_ years of manhood, and when 
all their medicines had failed, some very nice and clean 
molasses proved to be “ the one thing needful.” ‘This, it is 
said, had the effect so to correct his diseased stomach as to lay 
the foundation for a speedy cure. The first rudiments of 
his education were received from master Tappan, of Salis- 
bury, who had also the honor of having taught the young 
ideas of the great statesman Webster ‘‘ how to shoot.” 
From master Tappan he passed successively under the tui- 
tion of ** Marm” Robinson, Rev. Obadiah Parsons, Asa Kim- 
ball, Mr. Mittemore, Mr. Muzzy, Mr. Joseph Moore, and 
his sister Susan Pearce, when he was deemed fitted to en- — 
ter the Franklin Academy, in Andover, then under precep- 
tor Nathaniel Peabody. After one year at the academy he 
was placed under the charge of Dr. Luther Stearns, who 
then kept a private school in Medford, and from thence ~ 
taken to a desk in the Marine Insurance Office, at Glouces- _ 
ter, of which his father was then president, where, in learn- — 


i 
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i ing the manner of making up accounts and all other busi- 


ness connected with mercantile affairs, he passed another 
year. 

Being now 17 years of age, he was permitted to make a 
sea-voyage in the good ship “Susan and Eliza,” Capt. 
Joshua Woodbury being master, and set sail at 12 of the 
clock, March 4, 1805, amid the booming of cannon in honor 
of President Jefferson, who was that day being inaugurated 
for the second time as chief magistrate of the United States. 

This voyage took him to Rotterdam, St. Petersburg, and 
some other foreign places of less note ; and in a voyage per- 
formed the next year, he visited London and Amsterdam. 

Some time during the winter of 1806 he became a mem- 


ber of the Gloucester Artillery Company, and ere long was 


made third Lieutenant of the Revenue Cutter, then com- 
manded by Capt. John Foster Williams. 
In January, 1809, he received the appointment of sailing- 


master in the United States Navy, and reported for duty to 


Commodore Bainbridge, in Washington. Soon after he was 
given the command of a gun-boat, which was made a tender 
to the frigate Chesapeake, then commanded by Capt. Isaac 
Hull. 


At the request of his father he resigned his commission 


im the navy and returned to the merchant service; and in 


June, 1809, as chief mate, started on another European 
voyage in the ship “Susan and Eliza,” Capt. Edward Sal- 
ter being master, and on this cruise that ship was wrecked. 

In the spring of 1811 he was elected by a unanimous 
yote as second Lieutenant of the Gloucester Artillery Co., of 
which Addison Plummer was then Captain and James S. 


Sayward first Lieutenant. 


This company then belonged to an artillery regiment of 


which Amos Hovey was Lt. Col. Commandant, and Daniel 


Haynes and John Russell Majors, and was a part of the first 
Brigade commanded by Brig. General Ebenezer Goodale, of 
Danvers, and in the 2d Division of Massachusetts Militia. 
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Being on the eve of war with England, the office of Lieu- 
tenant in the artillery company was considered by the inha- 
bitants of Gloucester as one of importance, regarded with 
respect, and viewed as quite a distinguished honor. At his 
first appearance as a commissioned officer, at the ‘‘ May 
training” in 1811, Capt. Plummer being sick and Lieut. 
Sayward absent, Lieut. Pearce had to perform the duties of 
the commanding officer, which began with superintending 
the inspection at the gun-house, practising the sword exer- 
cise, with marchings, and drilling with the field pieces, when 
he led them in their line of march down to and through 
the principal street of the old town, cheered by the enliven- 
ing strains of 

‘* The spirit-stirring drum, th’ ear-piercing fife, 
Pride, pomp and circumstance of glorious war,’’ 
to the parlors of his father’s house, where they speedily 
commenced and successfully conducted an attack upon the 
good things, under the weight of which the tables groaned ; 
for, said Lieut. Pearce, “ My father having once been him- 
self a colonel, appeared to be more pleased and took even 
more interest in it than myself” —this being doubtless to 
the old gentleman a pleasant reminder of by-gone scenes in 


‘** The days when he went soldicring, 
Long time ago.”’ 


War haying been declared with England (June 18, 1812), 
the Gloucester Artillery Co. was required to be constantly 
in readiness to repel invasion, and, as expressed in the lan- 
guage of Lieut. Pearce, ‘“‘ had to equip themselves, engage 
five horses, and be at the expense of taking care of them, 
and hold themselves in readiness to be shot at without any 
remuneration whatever from Government.” 

On one occasion this company was engaged within half 
musket shot, for three fourths of an hour, with the marines 
of two English frigates near the entrance of Gloucester har- 
bor, and at another time successfully protected a brig the 
enemy had driven on shore on Dog Bar; and when the 
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Portsmouth packet schooner, loaded with government stores, 
had been chased ashore at the point, and the enemy had 
obtained possession of her, the shots from the cannon of 
this gallant corps caused her abandonment by her captors. 

In these martial exploits of this time-honored company, 
Samuel Pearce acted well his part as first Lieutenant, to 
which position he had been promoted the first year of that 
war, as Capt. Addison Plummer had been advanced to . 
Major of the regiment, and Lieut. Sayward to Captain of 
this company. 

At a choice of officers in 1815, Lieut. Pearce was unani- 
mously elected Captain, with William Beach and Winthrop 
Sargeant as Lieutenants, and this was soon followed by the 
accession of a large number of new members, and ere long 
by the presentation of a new standard from the ladies of 
Gloucester—that given by David Pearce (No. 53), having 
become the worse for wear. He held the office of Captain 
about three years. 

He now became a partner with his father and brothers, 
in the firm of William Pearce & Sons, in which he continu- 
ed to do business until January, 1834. 

May 6, 1818, he was united in marriage with Julia Maria, 
eldest daughter of Hon. Israel Trask. 

When the light-infantry company known as the “ Essex 
Guard” was first organized by the young men of Glouces- 
ter, in or about 1822, Capt. Samuel Pearce having received 
their unanimous vote, consented to accept the position of 
Captain, which office he continued to fill for three years ; and 
it was during the time that he was Captain of that compa- 
ny that a miatind was presented to the corps by the 
ladies of Gloucester. 

March 18, 1834, Capt. Samuel Pearce removed from 
Gloucester to Boston, and became Wreck Agent for the 
Marine Insurance Co., in which capacity he continued to 
act till January, 1839, when he was commissioned Marine 
Inspector and Surveyor. 

Li* 
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Over the Tyrian Lodge of Free Masons at Gloucester he 
for several years presided as Master; and of the Boston 
Encampment of Knight Templars was, in,1849, and for 
several years afterwards, chosen commander. 


| Capt. SamuEL Pearce (No. 144) and wife had: 


(575) Julia Maria, unm. ; is a teacher at Wheeling, Va. 

(576) Samuel Stevens; m. and went to Ihnois. 

(577) Frances Trask. She, with her sister Julia, em- 
braced the Roman Catholic religion, and both became mem- 
bers of the institution at Georgetown, D. C. 

For nearly all that has been here presented concerning 
Capt. Samuel Pearce and family, the writer is indebted to a 
very interesting manuscript prepared by that gentleman sey- 
eral years since, and kindly loaned to the writer by Mr. 
Benjamin H. Penhallow, of Lowell. 


Grorce W. Pearce (No. 145), 


Son of Col. William Pearce (No. 55) and wife Tamasin 
Brown, was b. in the farm house at Gloucester, Mass., Oct. 
30, 1791, and christened George Washington. He was the 
first person christened by Rey. John Murray in America. 

As amember of the Gloucester Artillery Co. he partici- 
pated in some of the most dangerous encounters that corps 
had with the enemy during the last war with England, ‘and 
on the first day of January, 1818, was admitted a member 
of the mercantile firm of William Pearce and Sons, in which 
he continued several years. He received from the general 
government the appointment of Collector of the Port and 
District of Gloucester, and in 1841 was chosen to represent 
that town in the General Court at Boston. 

Removed from Gloucester to Chelsea, where he was 
wharfinger of Union Wharf. 


Grorce W. Pearce (No. 145) and wife had: 
(578) Hannah M., b. June, 1821. 
(579) Georgiana T., b. June, 1823. 
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(580) George W., b. January, 1826 ; m. March, 1852, 
Louisa Ellis. | 

(581) Ellen, b. January, 1828. 

(582) William, b. March, 1829; was a master mariner. 
He never married. Was lost with his ship, the ‘“ Queen of 
the Seas,” Sept. 20, 1860. Ship foundered at sea. 

(583) Tamasin, b. Feb., 1831; m. May, 1854, Hadley 
P. Burrill. 

(584) Elizabeth P., b. 1833; m. December, 1860, J. B. 
Durham. 

(585) Clara C., b. June, 1834; m. Aug., 1855, Henry 
G. Fay. 

(586) Lydia L., b. Nov., 1836. 

(587) Edward T.,b. Dec., 1838; was a Lieutenant in 
the 12th Mass. Infantry (Col. Fletcher Webster), which was 
one of the first three-years regiments raised for the late war 
of the rebellion. Lieut. Pearce’s commission bore date of 
June 26, 1861. Honorably discharged July 8, 1864. He 
died in New Orleans. Was never married. 


The writer is indebted to Mr. George W. Pearce, Jr. 
(No. 580), and to the history of Cape Ann and Capt. Sam- 
uel Pearce’s journal, for the facts here presented concern- 
ing the family of George W. Pearce (No. 145). 


AxstaH Perrce (No. 147), 


Daughter of John Peirce (No. 56) and wife Sarah Rounse- 
vill, was b. Dec. 24, 1756, and m. Samuel Wood, of Mid- 


_ dleboro’. Removed to Franklin County, Mass. 


SamueL Woop and wife Asran Perrce (No. 147) had: 
(588) Chloe, b. April 5, 1777; m. Elisha Russell, of 
Hadley, Mass. She d. Nov. 18, 1861. 
(589) Elizabeth, b. April 15, 1779; m. Thomas Kibby, 
tavern-keeper, on Shutesbury Hill, town clerk and select- 
man of Shutesbury. He was a patriot soldier in the war of 
the American Revolution. He is dead. 


a 
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(590) John, b. July 1, 178-; m. Abby Hibbard, of 
Hadley. 7 

(591) Abner, b. 178-; unm., d. April 17, 1784. 

(592) Samuel, b. Sept. 10, 1786; m. Abigail Warner, 
of Hadley. 

(593) Ira, b. Sept. 20, 1788; m. Lydia Taylor, of New 
Salem, and resided in Prescott, Mass. 

(594) Henry, b. July 3, 1793; m. Harriet MONT of 
Belchertown. 

(595) Reuel, b. Sept. 30, 1796 ; m. Martha Moody, of — 
Belchertown. 


Naruan Perrce (No. 148) and wife Anna Hoar had: 

(596) Hope, b. Nov. 16, 1783; lived single; d. July 
11, 1838. Buried in Shutesbury. 

(597) Anna, b. June 28, 1785; m. Ist, Moses Mayhew, 
of Ludlow, Vt.; and 2d, Lemuel Church (No. 638), of Ver- 
shire, Vt. 

(598) Judith, b. July 19, 1787; d. May 5, 1790. 

(599) Abigail, b. Sept. 7, 1789; d: May 9, 1790. 

(600) Luther, b. July 16, 1791; m. Submit Haskins, of — 
Shutesbury. He d. May 1, 1864, and she d. Sept. 28, 1865, 
aged 70 years. He was a farmer in Shutesbury. 

(601) Eunice, b. Dec. 13, 1793; m. Wm. Eaton, of 
Ludlow, Vt. 

(602) Huldah, b. Feb. 8, 1796; m. first, Dea. Ephraim | 
Pratt, a son of Lieut. David Pratt, of Hardwick and Shutes- 
bury, Mass. ; and second, Eliphalet Kingman, of Winchester, 
New Hampshire. They reside in Winchester. 

(603) Sarah, b. June 1, 1798; m. Levi Wilder, of 
‘Wendell. 

(604) Shadrach, b. March 15, (1801; m. Mary Marvell, 
‘ of Shutesbury, Mass. 

(605) Job, b. Sept. 1, 1803. Has shown a commenda- 
ble interest in the publication of this family genealogy ; is 
-afarmer, and resided in Shutesbury until May, 1869, when 
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he removed to the west. He m. Aug. 9, 1826, Sarah Wild- 
er, of Wendell, Mass. He is a subscriber to this work, and 
thanks are due him for information. 

(606) Abial, b. May 28, 1806; m. first, Climena Spear, 
of Vershire, Vt.; second, Lydia Prescott, of the same place. 


Dr. Moses Spear and wife Juprru Peirce (No. 150) had: 

(607) Levi, m. - Merrill. 

(608) Jacob, b. Nov. 8, 1784. 

(609) Elisha, b. April 12, 1786 ; became a physician. 

(610) Sarah, b. Sept. 15, 1788; m. Lemuel Church 

(No. 638), of Vershire, Vt. They were first cousins. 

(611) Betsey, m. Rev. Huntington, of 
_ (612) Nathan. 

(613) Judith. 


Joun Perce (No. 152) and wife Saran Hosxrs had: 


(614) Sarah, b. Sept. 5, 1785; m. Patrick Grey, of New 
Salem, Mass. Heis dead. She lives in Shutesbury. 

(615) Joseph, b. May 18, 1788; m. Polly Spear, of 
Shutesbury. 

(616) Rounsevill, b. April 16, 1790; m. Lois Thomas, 
of Prescott. She d. March, 1867, aged 79 years. 

(617) Appleton, b. June 23, 17—; m. Hannah Cole, of 
Barre, Mass. She was a daughter of Phineas Cole (No. 207). 

(618) Asa, b. Feb. 19, 1792; m. Sarepta Manard, of 
Prescott, Mass. She d. June 28, 1844, aged 46. 

(619) Roxanna, b. Dec. 14, 1794; m. Rufus Powers, of 
Prescott. 

(620) Maria, m. Edward Parmenter, of Shutesbury. 

(621) Caroline, m. Rufus Powers, of Prescott. 

(622) Climena, d. young. 

(623) Mary, d. young. 
(624) A son, d. young. 
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Dea. Josreru Hoskins and wife Mary Perrcer (153) had: 

(625) Jacob, b. Feb. 13, 1790; d. April 11, 1813. 

(626) Eunice, b. Feb. 20, 1792; m. Elisha Spear, of 
‘Shutesbury. He was killed by lightning. 

(627) Ira, b. Aug. 1, 1794; m. Eliza Lamb, of Shutes- — 
bury. He was commissioned Ensign of a company of the 
local militia in Shutesbury, Jan. 26, 1820; Captain, July 3, 
1824; discharged March 16, 1827. Removed to the west, 
where he was deacon of a church. 

The company in which he held these commissions was a 
part of the 3d Regiment in the 2d Brigade and 4th Division 
Mass. Militia. 

Of the regiment, William Whittaker of New Salem was 
Colonel, Spencer Root of Montague, Lieut.-Colonel, and 
Abner Goodell of Warwick, Major. 

Brigadier General Asa Howland, of Conway, commanded 
the Brigade, and Major-General Epaphras Hoyt, of Deer- 
field, the Division. 

(628) John, b. March 3, 1796; m. Sabrina G. Carver, 
of Shutesbury. She is dead. He is a farmer in Shutes- - 
bury. 

(629) Minerva, b. Feb. 7, 1798; d. Dec. 25, 1800. 

(630) Alva, b. May 2, 1800; m. Anna Henry, of Shutes- 
bury. Of the Shutesbury Light Infantry (Co. D, Eleventh 
Regiment in 6th Brigade, 3d Division, Mass. Vol. Militia), 
he was commissioned first Lieutenant, May 6, 1845; pro- 
moted to Captain Aug. 18, 1847. Representative to Gene- 
ral Court in 1843. He was admitted as a member of the 
Calvinist Baptist Church in Shutesbury at an cat period 
of his life. 

(631) Hope, b. Nov. 7, 1801; m. Eli D. Bangs, 7 Am- 
herst, May 27, 1828. Hed. Oct. 19, 1854, aged 55 years. 

(632) Joseph, b. Aug. 26, 1803; m. Jerusha Pomeroy, 
of East Hampton; Mass. 

(633) Job Peirce, b. Aug. 4, 1805; d. Dec. 5, 1815, 
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(634) Davis, b. May 14, 1807; m. Sarah Clark, of 
Wendell, Mass. ‘They reside at Faribault, Minnesota. 

(635) Seneca, b. Sept. 21, 1809; m. Mrs. Aurelia Moo- 
dy, of Shutesbury. He was commissioned May 6, 1845, 
second Lieutenant of Shutesbury Light Infantry Co. ; pro- 
moted to first Lieutenant Aug. 18, 1847, and to Captain 
May 29, 1850. ‘The company belonged to the 11th Reg’t 
Light Infantry, Horatio Hawkes Colonel, John J. Crandall 
Lieut.-Colonel, and Charles Devens, Jr. Major. 

(636) Cynthia (twin to Seneca, No. 635), b. Sept. 21, 
1809 ; m. Dr. Orin Foster, of Shutesbury. 


Jacos Cuurcn and wife Saran Perrce (No.,154) had : 

(637) Lucy, b. March 1, 1782. 

(638) Lemuel, b. April 5, 1784; m. first, Sarah Spear 
(No. 610), his cousin, of Vershire, Vt.; and second, Mrs. 
Anna Mayhew (No. 597), his cousin, of Shutesbury, Mass. 

(639) Betsey, b. May 13, 1786. 

(640) Polly, b. Oct. 3, 1788. 

(641) Jacob. 

(642) Jeduthan, m. Salome se peti of Prescott, his 
first cousin (No. 649). 

- (643) Alden. 


Recorp and wife Lors Perrce (No. 155) had: 


(644) <A daughter. 
(645) Stillman. 


Ensign Henry Hoskins and wife Eunice Petrce (No. 156) 
had : 

(646) Cynthia, unm. 

(647) Lavina, b. April 18, 1797; m. James Shaw, of 
New Salem, now Prescott, March 6, 1816. She died, and 
he then married her sister Mary (No. 652). 

(648) Colister, b. Aug. 1799; m. Fanny Gunn, of Mon- 
tague, Mass. ‘They removed to Ohio. 
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(649) Salome, b. Aug. 1800; m. Jeduthan Church (No. 
642), her cousin, of Vershire, Vt. She is dead. 

(650) Eliza, b. Oct. 1802; m. William Prescott. 

(651) Whitcomb, b. June, 1805 ; m. Mary 

(652) Mary, b. April 3, 1807; m. Nov. 27, 1828, James 
Shaw, of Prescott. He was born in Middleboro’ ; commis- 
sioned Ensign of a company of the local militia n New 
Salem, Mass. Discharged at disbandment of the company, 
September 28, 1824. He is ashoemaker. 

(653) Sarah, b. July, 1811; m. Samuel Briggs, a brick 
mason, of New Salem, Mass. 

(654) Nelson, b. March 6, 18—; m. Almira Titus. 

(655) Emeline. 


James Tuompson and wife Marmpa Petrce (No. 157) had: 
(656) Malinda, b. June 22,1797; d. Nov. 14, 1834. 
(657) Peleg, b, Dec. 12, 1798; d. April 16, 1799. 
(658) Daniel, b. Jan. 14,1800. Is a distinguished phy- 

sician residing in Northampton, where he has practised 

since 1837, and before then he practised thirteen years in 

Pelham, of which town he was clerk and treasurer. Mar- 

ried Caroline A. Hunt, of Northampton, daughter of Dr. 

Hunt. Dr. Daniel Thompson is a subscriber to this pub- 

lication. 

(659) Lucy, b. Nov. 1, 1802; d. Sept. 20, 1850. 

(660) Edmund, b. March 16, 1804; m. Sylvia Boying- 
ton. She d. Oct. 19, 1866. 

(661) Dexter, b. Feb. 2d, 1806. 

(662) Mary, b. June 20, 1808; m. George W. Sloane, 
of Prescott. She d. April 17, 1850. 

(663) Peleg Peirce, b. April 22, 1810; m. Pamelia 
White, of Pelham, Mass. He d. April 9, 1839. They were 
the parents of Dr. Austin W. Thompson, of Northampton, 
a subscriber to this history and genealogy, and to whom the 
writer tenders his grateful acknowledgment for kind assist- 
ance and information, 


a 
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(664) Dorcas, b. March 5, 1812; m. June 4, 1845, 
Benjamin North, of Northampton, Mass. She is a subscri- 
ber to this work. They reside in Northampton. 

(665) James, b. Feb. 8, 1815. Was a physician and 
practised at Northampton. He m. Sept. 12, 1842, Caroline 
D. Wright, of Northampton. She d. March 29,1859. He 
was appointed surgeon of the Ist battalion of Artillery in 
Mass. Vol. Militia, from which he was promoted to the office 
of Aid de Camp to Brig.-Gen. Benjamin E. Cook, of North- 
ampton, then commanding the 6th Brigade in the 3d Division 
my. MI. 

Pretec Perrce (No. 158), ~ 


Son of John Peirce (No. 56) and second wife Lucy Ash- 


_ ley, was b. June 22, 1778, and m. Ruth Hamilton. 


Of the company of local militia in Shutesbury he was 
commissioned Ensign June 24, 1807, and promoted to Lieu- 
tenant May 2, 1809. 

This company belonged to the regiment of which Jacob 
Putnam was then Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant, Ephraim 
Wheeler and Benjamin S. Wells Majors, and was in the 
2d Brigade under Brigadier General Isaac Maltby, of Hat- 
field, and of the 4th Division then commanded by Major 
General Ebenezer Mattoon, of Amherst. 

Lieut. Perec Perrce (No. 158) and wife Ruta Hammron 
had: 

(666) Proctor, b. Oct. 3d, 1798; d. Aug. 29, 1829. 

(667) Lucy, b. Oct. 26, 1805; m. Leforester Ainsworth, 
of Shutesbury. She d. Oct. 8, 1841. 

(668) Hiram, b. Sept. 12, 1816; m. March 2, 1842, 
Anna Gilbert, of Prescott, Mass. He committed suicide, 
June 5, 1867. Is said to have been the wealthiest man in 
Prescott when he died. 


Axicain Pretrce (No. 159), 


Daughter of John Peirce (No. 56) and second wife Lucy 
Ashley, was b. Oct. 22, 1780, and m. four times. First, 
18 | 
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Church ; second, to Eleazer Goodman; third, to Da- 
vids ; and fourth, to John Campbell. No children by Church 
or Davids. 


EvLeazer GoopMaN and wife Anicar, Perrce Cuurce 
(No. 159) had: 
(669) Eleazer, m. Lorana Lawless, of Prescott. 


Joun Campsecy and wife Anicar Perrce Caurcn Dayips 
(No. 159) had: 

(670) Mary, m. William Johnson, of Wendell. 

(671) Eliza, m. Asahel Sperry, of Montague. 

(672) Eunice, m. Charles Parmenter, of Shutesbury. 


 Wiitram Pumcz (No. 160) and wife Lypra Perry had: 
(673) Seth, b. March 22, 1780. f 
(674) Sally, b. Dec. 9, 1782. (Middleb..T. Ree.) 
(675) Joanna, b. Oct. 10, 1784; m. Dexter, of 

Rochester, Mass. (Middleboro’ Town Rec. and tradition.) 


(676) Hannah, b. Noy. 25,1786. : 
(677) William, b. March 17, 1792. Se 
(678) Zenas, b. March 29, 1797. own Rec.) 


William Peirce, the parent, was b. June 2, 1759, being 
the oldest son of Capt. Abial Peirce (No. 57) and wife Han- 
nah Canedy, and probably was named for William Canedy, 
Esq., his mother’s father, who as a lieutenant commanding 
a garrison gained imperishable honor by his brave conduct 
in saving the fort at St. George’s River in the siege laid to 
that fortification, by the Indians, Dec. 25, 1723. William 
Peirce removed from Middleboro’ and settled in one of the 
northern towns of the State of New York, and although 
more than fifty years of age, entered the military service of 
his country in the last war with England, and fell a victim 
to the incident hardships, exposure and fatigue, giving his 
life as a sacrifice for the liberty and laws of his native land, 
Noy. 5, 1812. William Peirce (No. 160) m. for his second 
wife Lavina Benton; but I do not learn that any cham 
were born of second wife. 
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& _ Narman Perce (No. 161) and wife Mary River had: 
(679) Nathaniel, b. at Paris, Me., Nov. 29, 1787; m. 
Esther Dyer, of Castine, Me. He d. Oct. 13, 1847. 
(680) Nathan. 
(681) Elias. It has cost.the writer a greater effort 
(682) Samuel. | to obtain this meagre account of the 
(683) Robert. | family of Nathan Peirce than was re- 
(684) Abial. quired to gain what ‘appears concern- 
(685) Mercy. | ing families treated most fully, and 
(686) Celia. -where the descendants were disposed. 
(687) Mary. to be communicative. 
(688) liza. 


Nathan Peirce (No. 161), the parent, was a son of Capt. 

Abial Peirce (No. 57) and wife Hannah Canedy, and was 
b. Noy. 11, 1762. He was drowned, Jan. 10, 1817. Sup- 
posed to have been robbed and thrown overboard from a 
vessel in which he was a passenger, going from Machias to 


Belfast, Me. 


EuisHa Crark and wife Srrau Perrce (No. 162) had: 
(689) Elisha. 
(690) Dordana. 


Selah, the mother, was a daughter of Capt. Abial Peirce 
and wife Hannah Canedy, and was b. in Middleboro’, Mass., 
Dec. 26, 1764, and d. Aug. 30, 1817. Elisha, the parent, 
belonged in Rochester, Mass., but with his wife Sarah re- 
moved to and settled in Gouldsboro’", Hancock County, Me. 


Smas Wirtrams and wife Cuarrry Petrce (No. 163) had: 

(691) Charity, m. Josiah Washburn, of Bridgewater. 

(692) Silas, m. Mehitabel Ashley. He resided in East 
Freetown, and occupied a farm known as the “ Dr. Ashley 
place.” He was killed in a drunken fracas in E. Freetown, — 
Aug. 4, 1845. Heruined himself with strong drink. A 
coroner’s inquest rendered a verdict that caused the arrest 
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of Calvin Thomas, Jr., who was for a time confined in 
Taunton Jail on the charge of being instrumental in causing 
Silas Williams’s death. 

(693) Susan, m. —— Presbry, of Taunton. 

(694) Mehitabel, m. Braley, of Rochester, Mass. 

(695) Hannah, m. Turner E. King, of Taunton, her first 
cousin. He was a son of Capt. Caleb Turner King and 
wife Mercy Peirce (No. 168). ‘Turner E. King was b. Feb. 
25, 1806. After the death of wife Hannah, he m. second, 
Mrs. Fidelia Williams. He was baptized and admitted a 
member of the Fourth Baptist Church in Middleboro’, June 
15, 1828. (Tradition and Church Records.) 

(696) Edmund. 
- (697) Jason. 

(698) Abial, m. Fidelia He is dead. 

(699) Elizabeth, m. Braley. 


Charity, the mother, was a daughter of Capt. Abial Peirce 
(No. 57) and wife Hannah Canedy, and was b. Oct. 28, 
1766. Silas, the father, was of Raynham, Mass., but he 
with his wife settled at Walpole, N. H. 


Goprrey Rosrson and wife Hannan Peirce (164) had: 

(700) Hannah, b. July 20,1791; m. Barzillai Hall, of 
Raynham, Mass. 

(701) Godfrey, b. Jan. 22, 1794; m. Reliance, a daugh- 
ter of Seth Dean. She was b. Feb. 28,1797. They reside 
in Raynham, Bristol Co., Mass., where his natural ability, 
stern integrity of character and superior attainments have 
ever placed him in the leading positions of life, civil, mili- 
tary, secular and religious. In the last war with England 
he performed twenty-four days’ duty in the coast guard sta- 
tioned at New Bedford, and on the second of May, 1820, 
was commissioned Captain of one of the companies of mili- 
tia of Raynham, which office he held about seven years. 
Appointed a Justice of Peace, Jan. 7, 1825, and has given 
satisfaction therein for more than forty-five years. Chosen 
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to represent the town of Raynham in the General Court in 
1822, 1830 and in 1835, and repeatedly elected to offices of 
Selectman and Assessor. 

June 1, 1834, he became a member of the Calvinist Bap- 
tist Bleed in Raynham, of which on the 12th of Septem- 
ber, 1840, he was elected deacon, and has filled the office 
of church clerk at least a quarter of a century. To the busi- 
ness of an agriculturist he has added that of a land surveyor; 
and in 1832 was employed to survey the town of Raynham, 
which he accomplished, and drew the map of that township. 
Few men have so often been selected as administrator or 
executor of deceased persons’ estates. 

He has rendered the writer of this genealogy essential 

‘service in furnishing evidence of facts in the Peirce family 
history and genealogy, and is a subscriber, to encourage its 
publication. 

(702) Abial Peirce, b. Aug. 17, 1796; m. Chloe, a dau. 

_ of Seth Dean, of Raynham. She died several years since, 
and of her children only one survives. Abial is a farmer, 
and resides in the town of Acushnet, Mass., and in that part 
formerly belonging to Rochester, and subsequently to Fair- 
haven. Following in the footsteps of his ancestors, he be- 
came engaged in promoting the interests of the State militia, 
and on the 16th of October, 1830, was promoted from the 
ranks to the office of Captain of one of the local companies 
of Rochester—being the immediate successor to his cousin 
Abial Peirce, Jr., who had held that office since June 21, 
1824, and previously for about three years that of Ensign. 

Two years later Capt. Robinson was promoted to Major 
of the 4th Reg’t in Ist Brigade of the 5th Division Mass. 
Militia, and on the 7th of May, 1834, raised to Colonel. He 
was honorably discharged in 1837. While Colonel, his con- 
duct served most conclusively to show his true character, 
for added to that courage which enables men to risk per- 

sonal danger, he developed in a remarkable degree the far 
higher principle of moral courage, which sometimes prompts 
18* 
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acts calculated to offend fashionable tastes and wage a war 


with popular opinion, ensuring to the actor little save odium 


and contumely, with no reasonable hope of any other reward 
than a consciousness of having performed an onerous duty, 
and suffering for righteousness’ sake. While commanding 
the regiment, Edward G. Perkins, of Middleboro’ (a son of 

No. 292) was his Lieut.-Colonel, Charles H. Clark, of Roch- 
ester, Major, and Nathan King, of Middleboro’, Adjutant. 
Brig.-Gen. Aurora W. Oldham, of Pembroke, commanded 
the Brigade, and Major-Gen. Darius Miller, of Wareham, 
the Division. 

While residing in Rochester and Fairhaven, Col. Abial 
P. Robinson held for several years the most important offices 
of these towns, and for nearly thirty years has been a Jus- 
tice of the Peace for Bristol County, and has realized from 
experience the truth of that proverb, “The hand of the 
diligent maketh rich.” For many years he has been, and 
still continues to be, a very active member of the Calvinist 
Baptist Church at ‘“ Long Plain,” for the support of the 
ministry in which he has dealt with liberal heart and gene- 
rous hand. He is a subscriber to this publication. 

(703) Job, b. Nov. 10, 1799; resides in Raynham, Ms. 
He m. Hannah Crapo, of Taunton, and they have had chil- 
dren as follows: Job, Amos, John, Hannah and Augusta. 
Job, the parent, is an active and leading member of the Cal- 
vinist Baptist Church in Raynham, which town he represent- 
ed in the General Court at Boston in 1840, and is a subscri- 
ber to this publication on the Peirce family. 

(704) Morrill, b. Aug. 15, 1803; m. Mary Shaw, of 
Halifax, Mass., and Thomas Drew Robinson, a lawyer of 
New York city, is their son. 

Morrill, the parent, is a physician located for practice at 
Titicut, or North Middleboro’, where he also held the office 
and performed the duties of postmaster about twenty years. 
Represented Middleboro’ in the General Court at Boston in 
1843, and again in 1844. A member of the Fourth Baptist 
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(Calvinist) Church in Middleboro’ (now Lakeville) from his 
early manhood, and is a subscriber to the Peirce history and 
genealogy. | 

(705) Lydia, b. March 5, 1807; d. June 17, 1807. 

(706) Jones, b. Oct. 5, 1808. Was for many years a 

school teacher ; m. Julia Gushee, of Raynham, Mass., and 
they have several children. Formerly resided in Fairhaven, 
Mass., which town he represented in the General Court in 
1842, and again in 1843. Appointed a Justice of the Peace 
for Bristol County, March 26, 1851, and by renewals of 
‘commission March 12, 1858, and March 8, 1865. Is still 
in office. Removed to New Bedford, where he now lives, 
and is one of the General School Committee of that city. A 
subscriber to this work on the Peirce family. 

Godfrey Robinson, the parent of Nos. 700 to 706, inclu- 
sive, was a son of Lieut. Josiah Robinson and wife Theodora 
q - Godfrey, and b. Feb. 11, 1766; m. Hannah Peirce, April 
35,1790. Hed. July 27,1816. She d. May 25, 1846. On 
the 27th of April, 1817, the widow Hannah Robinson was 
__réceived as a member of the Fourth Baptist Church in Mid- 

dieboro’, now Lakeville. 


Axrat Perce, Jr. (No. 165), 


Son of Capt. Abial (No. 57) and wife Hannah Canedy, 
was b. May 30,1770, and m. first, Deborah Sears. Debo- 
rah d. April 23, 1810, and he then married Mrs. Mehitable, 
the divorced wife of Thomas. Her maiden name was 
Barden. Abial d. Feb. 28, 1854. He resided in South 
Middleboro’. | 
Axprat Perrce (No. 165) and first wife Dezoran Srars had: 
(707) Abial, b. March 6, 1796; m. in or about 1820, 
Eliza Cushman. He was commissioned Ensign of a com- 
pany of militia in Rochester, Mass., July 25,1821. Pro- 
moted to Captain, June 21, 1824. He was a house carpen- 
ter. Died in Macon, Ga., in or about 1855. 


aa 
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(708) Nathan, b. April 23, 1799; d. unm. 

(709) Betsey, b. March 2, 1802; d. July 25, 1806. 

(710) Nathaniel S., b. Sept. 20,1804; m. Mary Simmons, 
in or about 1825. He removed to Illinois, where he has 
been very successful in business. Is a subscriber to encour- 
age this work. Has shown a commendable regard and 
respect for the memory of his ancestors. 

(711) Samuel N., b. Sept. 15, 1808 ; lived single, and d. 
in New York in 1834. 

(712) John S., m. Mary Wilbur in or near 1828. He 
died at Peoria, Ill., in 1859. | 
By second wife, Mrniraste (Barpen) Tuomas, had: 

(713) Charles W., b. Oct. 20, 1811; m. Hannah Tol- 
man, in or about 1838. Removed to Oregon. 

(714) Tyler, b. March 4, 1816; m. Sophia T. Sherman, 
in 1839. 


Berrtsey Perce (No. 166), 


Daughter of Capt. Abial Peirce (No. 57) and wife Han- 
nah Canedy, was b. April 12, 1772, and m. Sylvanus Tho- 
mas, of Middleboro’, Aug. 20, 1794. She d. April, 1858. 
They resided in Pultney, N. Y. 

Sytvanus Tuomas and wife Brersry Perrce (No. 166) had: 

(715) Sylvanus. 

(716) Abial. 

(717) Moses. 

(718) Betsey. 


THANKFUL Perrce (No. 167), 

Daughter of Capt. Abial (No. 57) and wife Hannah Can- 
edy, was b. Feb. 25, 1773; m. Abial Richmond, of Taunton. 
She d. Oct. 30, 1821. 

AxsisL Ricumonp and wife THankrun Perce (No. 167) had: 

(719) Abial, m. Lucy Eaton, of Middleboro’. 

(720) Dordana, m. —— Stephens. 

(721) Polly. 
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Mercy Perrce (No. 168), 

Daughter of Capt. Abial (No. 57) and wife Hannah Can- 
edy, was b. Noy. 24, 1775 ; m. Dec. 26, 1797, Capt. Caleb 
Turner King, of Taunton. She d. April 30, 1821. He 
was b. Jan. 19, 1769, and d. Dec. 14, 1823. 


Capt. Cares Turner Kine and wife Mercy Prrrce (No. 168), 
had : 
(722) Bathsheba W., b. Feb. 20,1800; d. Feb. 22, 
1823. | 
(723) Hannah P., b. Oct. 27, 1801; m. Nov. 15, 1821, 
Cyrus Nelson, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. Shed. July 
20, 1822. (See grave-stones.) He is a farmer at Lakeville. 
(724) Phebe, b. Nov., 1803; m. George Williams, of 


- Taunton. She d. Sept. 20, 1852. 


(725) Turner E., b. Feb. 25, 1806; m. first, Hannah 
Williams—second, Mrs. Fidelia Williams. 
(726) Jonathan, b. Feb. 11, 1808; m. Abigail King, of 


Taunton, Feb. 11, 1830. Hed. Feb. 24, 1852. 


(727) Wales, b. Sept. 30,1809; d. June 17, 1810. 

(728) John W., b. Jan., 1812; m. twice. First, Char- 
lotte Allen, of Oakham; and second, Nancy Nye. He was 
a retail trader at South Rochester, Mass., and Captain of a 
company of local militia in that town. ! 

(729) Hiram, b. 1814; m. White, of Savannah, 
Ga., where he died. She was a daughter of Capt. Wright 
White. 

(730) Josiah, b. Sept. 4, 1817; d. Sept. 16, 1825. 


Dorpana Perce (No. 169), 

Daughter of Capt. Abial (No. 57) and wife Hannah Can- 
edy, was b. Jan. 22, 1778, and m. John Godfrey, of Taun- 
ton. Shed. Dec. 7, 1845. 

Joun Goprrey and wife Dorpana Peirce (No. 169) had: 

(731) Dordana, m. Joseph L. Macomber, of Taunton. 

(732) Hannah, m. Nicholas N. Crapo, of Taunton. 
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(733) John. 

(734) Theodora, m. Stephen Brown. 

(735) Nathan. 

(736) Abby, m Carpenter. 

Dordana, the Christian name of the mother, is said ‘3 
have had its origin in her father’s dreams; that before her 
birth he Rreenied he ought to call his next child Dordana, 


a name entirely new to him, as it probably was to every 
body else. 


AstcaiL Prerrce (No. 170), 

Daughter of Capt. Abial Peirce (No. 57) and wife Han- 
nah Canedy, was b. April 12, 1780; m. Eleazer Alden, of 
Bridgewater. Hed. Jan. 11, 1851. She still lives and en- 
joys a green old age, retaining her health and faculties, 
mental and physical, to a remarkable degree. 


EvEeszer ALDEN and wife Anicam Prrrce (No. 170) had: 


(737) Maria, m. Calvin Wade, who is a subscriber to 
this publication. 


(738) Hannah, m. —— Adams. 


Dec. 30, 17838, Capt. Abial Peirce contracted marriage 
with Mrs. Theodora Robinson, of Raynham, widow of Lieut. 
Josiah Robinson, of Raynham, and daughter of Maj. Rich- 
ard Godfrey, of Taunton, and on the 6th of August, 1784, 
their daughter Polly Peirce (No. 171) was born. She became 
the wife of Capt. Caleb Turner King, of Taunton. He died, 
and on the 21st of December, 1825, she m. Capt. John 
Bennett, of Rochester. She d. July 26,1857. No chil- 
dren were born of Polly Peirce (No. 171) in either marriage. 

Capt. John Bennett was a farmer in very comfortable cir- 
cumstances, and resided at North Rochester, Mass. Of a 
company of militia cavalry raised in the towns of Middle- 
boro’ and Rochester, John Bennett was chosen Captain, 
May 22, 1815. Nathaniel Haskell, of Rochester, was then 
Major of the Cavalry Battalion, Sylvanus Lazell, of Bridge- 
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water, commanded the Brigade, and Nathaniel Goodwin, of 


Plymouth, the Division. 


Mercy Perrce (No. 184), 


First daughter and eldest child of Capt. Job Peirce (No. 
59) and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. April 25, 1762, 
the father being at the time absent from home and engaged 
in fighting the sanguinary battles of the French and Indian 
war. 

Through her long and well-spent life she was ever re- 
markable for evenness of temper, gentleness of disposition, 
and uniform kindness of manner ; and religion, pure and un- 
defiled, was to her a possession rather than a profession, and 
works instead of words were made to give evidence of the 


- true condition of her heart and the tenor of her mind. 


She thought too -much, too deeply and seriously to be a 
great talker, being like the resistless and all-powerful tide 
of a deep river that flows noiselessly on, rather than the 
babbling of a shallow brook. 

So much of her attention was given to a thorough exami- 
nation of herself, that she had very little time pr disposition 


to criticize others, towards whom she always exercised great 


patience, and over whose faults she was prone to cast a 
broad mantle of charity. 

Could ladies of our own time, who of their abundance 
give to the poor, and who, when met together to labor for 
benevolent or religious enterprises, scandalize those that 
are absent, and vie with each other in giving scope and 
increased speed to that unruly little member, seeking to de- 
stroy the good names and desirable reputation of those they 
have seen, while they ply their far more delicate little fin- 
gers in working for those they have not seen, and thus seek 
to sow discord and strife among their neighbors, while 


deeply exercised for the welfare of the heathen that occupy a 


respectable distance upon the other side of the earth ; could 
they, I say, haye had an inside view of the daily-life of 
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Mercy Peirce, and witnessed her acts of self-denial and self- 
sacrifice to save something to bestow in charity, a charity so 


secret that the right hand might not know what the left 


hand doeth, doubtless they would decide that she was a 
very old-fashioned sort of person, and both in maxims and 
manners obsolete, and far, very far behind the times — yes, 
as far as stern reality is from shallow pretension. 

About the close of the revolutionary war, viz., Oct. i 
1782, she was united in marriage with Maj. Peter Hoar, of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville, a a cousin to her father, 
and consequently third cousin to herself. We are thus par- 
ticular in giving their precise relation by blood to each other, 
as tradition has oft repeated the story, and thus preserved a 
knowledge of this circumstance of marrying a cousin, and 
has led some in times past, and would be liable to lead 
others in time to come, into the error of supposing that she 
married a nearer relative than she did. That she was mar- 
ried to her cousin is true, but not to her first or second, 
but third cousin. Let therefore those members of the 
Peirce family who have been foolish enough to marry their 
own or first cousins cease to charge the pernicious example 
to Mercy Peirce, whose example in other things was so far 
from just reproach; and the fruits of such physically and 
morally if not legally incestuous marriages, who are now 


suffering from their parents having thus violated the laws of 


nature, let them remember that it was their parents “ who 
did sin,” and that those parents erred without so much as the 
poor excuse of an evil example, and thus it was that their 
children were ‘born blind,” either mentally or morally. 

That Capt. Job Peirce was fully aware of the evil conse- 
quences resulting from marrying near relatives, is most 
clearly proved by the blunt answer tradition informs us he 
gave a very intelligent and respectable young man who 
sought to obtain his consent to wed one of his daughters : 
‘No, no,” said the old veteran, “you are her cousin, and 
I don’t desire that my grandchildren shall be fools.” 
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- Major Peter Hoar was a man every way worthy of the 


love and respect of the excellent woman whose heart and 
hand in marriage he had obtained. He was a son of Robert 
Hoar of Middleboro,’ now Lakeville, and second wife Judith 
Tinkham, and born in M., July 25, 1754; grandson of Sam- 
uel Hoar and wife Rebecca Peirce (No. 17), she being a 
daughter of Isaac Peirce, Sen. (No. 6), and granddaughter 
of “ father Abraham,” the emigrant. 

Without waiting to see who or how many were going to 
put their reputations, their estates or persons in jeopardy, 
and hazard death and confiscation, or whether it would be 
popular or unpopular, he boldly took the side in the revo- 
lutionary war he conscientiously thought to be right, and at 
the very first alarm promptly appeared to defend his coun- 
trys rights on the battle-field, though 


> 
*¢ Few and weak their numbers were, had 
A handful of brave men, 
Who to their God first gave their prayer, 
And rushed to battle then. 
They left the plowshare in the mold, 
Their flocks and herds without a-fold, 
And mustered in their simple dress 
For wrongs to seek a stern redress ; 
To right those wrongs, come weal, come woe, 
To perish or o’ercome the foe.”’ 


_ In the company of ‘“* minute-men,” commanded. by Capt. 
Isaac Wood, of Middleboro’, Peter Hoar performed military 
duty on the ever-memorable 19th of April, 1775, and a 
little later he was a Sergeant in Capt. Job Peirce’s company 
on duty in Rhode Island, and being promoted to Lieutenant 
performed service as a commissioned officer in Capt. Henry 
Peirce’s company on both occasions when that force was 
called to assist in the defence of that State, viz., 1777 and 


1780. Asa Lieutenant in Capt. Edward Sparrow’s company, 


‘in a force called the “ New Levy,” he continued to assist in 
_ the defence of Rhode Island. Capt. Sparrow’s company was a 


part of Col. Nathan Tyler’s regiment. For these statements 
| 19 
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we have official authority in the records of the Secretary of — 
State, at Boston, and that he was detailed for and performed 
the duties of Regimental Adjutant seems supported by oe 
reliable tradition. 

At the re-organization of the local militia of Massachu- 
setts, after the adoption of a constitution, Peter Hoar was 
commissioned Lieutenant of the 7th Company of Middle- 
boro’, sometimes called the ‘* Beech Woods Company,” and 
removing to within the bounds of the second company, known _ 
as the “‘ Four Corners Company,” he was on the 6th of June, 
1793, elected its Captain, with John Morton as Lieutenant, 
and Jabez Thomas, Ensign. These companies both belong- 
ed to the 4th Regiment in Ist Brigade 5th Division Mass. 
Militia. The 5th Division was then commanded by Major 
Gen. David Cobb, of Taunton, who in the war of the revo- 
lution had been an Aid de Camp to Gen. Washington. The 
1st Brigade was then led by Brigadier Gen. Nathaniel Good- 
win, who too had been an officer in the patriot army of the 
revolution, and was identical with the person named in the 
first stanza of Yankee+Doodle — 


** Father and I went down to camp 
Along with Capt. Good’in, 
And there we see the sogers 
As thick as hasty puddin’.’’ 

The 4th Regiment was then under Israel Fearing, of 
Wareham, who in 1787 had been advanced to a Colonel, 
and who as a Major had immortalized his name in saving 
Fairhaven from the flames, when the torch had been applied 
by an invading foe, and by almost unexampled bravery com- 
pelling the English soldiers to abandon that place and seek 
refuge in their boats. Edward Sparrow, whom we haye 
incidentally noticed as a Captain in the continental army, was 
now (1793) Lieut.-Colonel of the 4th Regiment, Elisha Rug- 
gles, of Rochester, Major, and Abial, Washburn, of Middle- 
boro’, Adjutant. 


Four years later Peter Hoar was promoted to Major of 
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ee 4th Regiment, Charles Sturtevant, of Rochester, being Col- 


onel, Abial Washburn Lieut.-Colonel, and Cyrus Keith 
Adjutant. 

On the 22d of July, 1800, Abial Washburn, of Middle- 
boro’, was promoted to Colonel, with Peter Hoar as Lieut.- 
Colonel, and Roland Luce, of Rochester, Major. He con- 
tinued to perform the duties of Lieut.-Colonel to the 4th 
Regiment, until 1806, when he resigned and obtained an 
honorable discharge. 

Although for six years a Lieut.-Colonel, he ever retained 
the title of Major, as the commander of the right wing of a 
regiment then ranked as a Senior-Major, a rank soon after 
abolished, and that of Lieut.-Colonel taking its place. 

The “fathers of the town” was the term or title fre- 
quently applied to those persons annually chosen to take 
care of the town’s poor and have an oversight of the high- 
ways, together with the town’s corporate property and mo- 
nied interests, and as these should be the most reliable of a 
town’s inhabitants, they came to be called “ select-men.” 

‘As one of the Selectmen of Middleboro’, Peter Hoar was 
annually elected for fifteen years, the last time but a few 
days before his death, even while confined to the house in 
his final sickness ; and when the fact was announced to him 
he calmly replied, “It would have been as well to have 
chosen a dead man.” And so it proved, for he did not sur- 
vive a fortnight. He represented the town of Middleboro’ 
in the Massachusetts Legislature during the sessions of 
1809, ’10 and ‘11, and at the last date received the appoint- 
ment of a Justice of Peace for Plymouth County. 

Not long after his marriage he purchased a farm at the 
‘¢ Upper Corners,” in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, on which 
he erected a very tasty dwelling-house, neat and commodi- 
ous, which, with its surroundings, he made to be a most 
beautiful country residence. He planted the noble elm, 


that now, after the lapse of more than half a century, like 


a thing of beauty as it is, remains a constant joy ; still cast- 
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ing its cooling shade over the door-way in summer, it stands 
in stately grandeur, an enduring monument of the hand that 
planted, and a fitting emblem of the symmetry and beauty, 
_ durability and strength, of those moral and political institu- 
tions of our land that his dangers braved and sufferings en- 
dured did so much to plant and watchful care to protect in 
their infancy. 

The ‘“‘ United Brethren,” as they styled themselves, were 
Calvinist Baptists, most of whom probably, if not all, were 
members of the Second Baptist Church in Middleboro’, 
now Lakeville, some time under the pastorate of Rey. Eben- 
ezer Hinds and Rey. Simeon Coombs. 

These brethren and their friends erected a house of wor- 
ship upon the southern bank of Assawanset Pond, and 
hence it came to be known as the “ Pond Meeting-House.” 
The date of erection of this edifice was in or about 1796. 

From an old account book kept by Peter Hoar, I am led 
to think he was the principal agent employed by the pro- 
prietors for building that house, A few years later the 
“* United Brethren” were constituted the Fourth Calvinist 
Baptist Church in Middleboro,’ and though Peter Hoar may 
have been, and probably was, one of these brethren, there 
is no proof I can discover that he went with them into 
a separate church organization, but on the contrary both 
tradition and circumstances seem to show that he continued 
with the parent church, the Second Baptist in Middleboro’ 
and fourth in America. 

Those who remember him say, that although several miles 
further from his home, he regularly attended the Second 
Baptist Church, going directly past the Fourth Baptist for 
that purpose ; and further, that the Second Baptist received 
a handsome provision in his last will, and that to the church 
at Long Plain, then under the preaching of Rev. Daniel 
Hix, he gave a still larger sum of money, as also a commu- 
nion service that cost fifty dollars. 

Among the provisions of that will, in which so many per- 
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sons outside his family were kindly and very generously 


remembered, was one to meet the expense of a sermon to 
be delivered at his house every Christmas day, as long as 
his widow should live. | 

Rey. Daniel Hix, of Dartmouth, noted alike for eccentri- 
city and sterling good sense, was selected by Major Hoar to 
deliver this sermon. He accepted the trust, and faithfully 
performed*the duty for nearly quarter of a century. 

The Rey. Daniel Hix, or “ Black Daniel,’ as he styled 
himself, like Major Hoar was a patriot soldier in the war 
of the American Revolution, and never, while I retain my 
senses, can I forget the interest awakened in my young 
mind, and the curiosity with which I regarded that venera- 
ble man while listening to his quaint expressions, forcible 
illustrations, and an occasional story of “the times that tried 
men's souls,’ adroitly brought in to illustrate the theme of 


_ those Christmas sermons. 


Major Perer Hoar and wife Mercy Peirce (No. 184) had 
no children. 
_ Major Peter Hoar d. March 12, 1815, aged 60 years, 4 
months and 13 days. 

Mrs. ae Hoar d. May 20, 1847, aged 85 years and 15 
days. 

Both were interred in the Peirce family cemetery in Mid- 
dleboro’ (now Lakeville), and have suitable grave-stones. 


Wi11am Rounsrvitt Peirce (No. 185), 

Second child and eldest son of Capt. Job Peirce (No. 59) 
and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. in Middleboro’ (now 
Lakeville, Mass.) on the 19th day of April, 1764, and of 
course completing his eleventh year and attaining to his 
twelfth birth day on that most eventful epoch in American 


history, the day that the soil of Lexington and Concord 


drank the first blood of the revolution, that blood whose voice 
cried for vengeance from the ground until the last vestige 


of kingly rule and all British authority had become extinct 
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in the then thirteen United Colonies, and afterwards happily 
United States. 

Upon the roll of Capt. Henry Peirce’s company, in Col. 
Theophilus Cotton’s Regiment, in service thirty days at 
Rhode Island (and commencing March 4, 1777), the name 
of Rounsevill Peirce, of Middleboro’, appears as a private 
soldier, although at that time he was scarcely thirteen years 
of age. As there was not to our knowledge *any other 
Rounsevill Peirce in Middleboro’ at that date, we are forced - 
to conclude that William Rounsevill Peirce was the person 
here referred to—indeed such early admissions into the army 
were then quite common. Capt. Henry Peirce perhaps re- 
turned as a soldier, a lad under the age by law required to 
perform military duty, who in the camp and field had per- 
formed towards him the duties of an orderly, or body ser- 
vant. It is not improbable that such was the custom in the 
French and Indian war about twenty years prior to the 
Revolution, and that in like manner Capt. Henry Peirce 
was employed by his elder brother Abial, when a Captain 
of Provincials in the English army (Col. Willard’s Reg’t), 
‘‘in service at the westward,” in 1760. ag 

In that brief campaign it probably was that William R. 
Peirce received a taste for camp life, with the pomp and cir- 
cumstance of war, that made him so uneasy at home, and 
ever after rendered the dull routine of farm and country life 
to him so tame, insipid, and thoroughly distasteful. 

Col. John Nelson (No. 86), was then a wealthy farmer, 
residing in the immediate neighborhood of Capt. Job Peirce’s 
home, and the Colonel and Captain were first cousins, as 
were also their wives; and like Capt. Peirce, Col. Nelson ~ 
was a firm whig, and very actively engaged in forwarding 
the war, being a recruiting officer, or muster-master, or both, 
and an intimacy existed between their families that caused 
frequent visits. At the Colonel’s, William Rounsevill Peirce 
spent the most of his leisure in listening to the tales of sol- 
diers just from the fields of revolutionary fame, as they fought 


gy 


THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 223 


f ei _@ e . . ° e. 
_ their battles over again, till his excitement was so intense 


that one evening he resolved to run away, that he too might 
participate in the conflict. 

And as he was too young to pass muster as a soldier, he 
determined to be a sailor, and the morrow’s rising sun be- 
held him far on his way to a seaport, where he was received 
on board an American privateer that went to sea ere his 
father or the family could gain any clue to his whereabouts. 

It was the fortune or misfortune of that privateer to be 
captured by the enemy, and the lad, together with the rest 
of her crew, were carried to England, and there confined 
as prisoners of war—his parents, meanwhile, being ignorant 
of what end he had made. 

A most doleful relation of sufferings did he bring when 
finally he returned, after being liberated from the jaws of 
the British lion, alleviated somewhat, as he said, by the 
remarkable kindness of a very benevolent-hearted old lady, 
who found means by which to make him the daily sharer of 


the provisions of her own table, which she brought or sent 
to the prison for that 


‘* Poor little sailor boy so far away from home.”’ 


Her name appears never to have been revealed to him, 


‘nor did she seem to care to learn his, enough of his history 


being so mournfully apparent as to excite in her bosom the 
deepest compassion, and awaken in her soul the liveliest 
sympathy—perhaps a broken-hearted mother and disconso- 
late widow, mourning the long absence of a wayward son, 
hoping against hope for his return to his native shores again, 
and still more hopelessly for his return to the paths of rec- 
titude and virtue; for though all other friendships fail, 
times and seasons change, a mother’s love abideth forever. 
The war of the revolution being over, William R. Peirce 
continued to follow the seas, and ere long became master of 
the schooner “ Friendship,” and a few years later of schoon- 
er “ Lucy” —both of which were engaged in freighting at 
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Taunton and Freetown to and from North Carolina and else- 
where, and in 1794 to the island of St. Bartholomew, where 
on the 15th of May he died, aged 30 years and 26 days, and 
was there buried. | 

His widow, then residing with her parents in North Caro- 
lina, was visited by his brother Ebenezer (No. 191) — father 
of the writer —not long after William’s decease, and some 
of the incidents of that visit were among the ‘most interest- 
ing stories my father told me in early childhood, being very 
illustrative of southern character. 

Riding out with this young widow on horseback, he said 
she preferred riding over the fences to going through gates 
and bars, and declared her horse would leap any fence that 
it could reach its head over, and that she could keep the 
saddle in going over any fence the horse could leap. 

Her father one day proposed that their visitor should 
wrestle with one of her brothers, and they were considera- 
bly surprised to see the pride of their house laid upon 
his back, and immediately proposed that the next and 
next older should try, which they did, and were succes- 
sively laid out, when the father, who was a spectator, with ~ 
passionate excitement sprang forward and with a round 
oath said, ‘‘ Let me try the yankee.” To have thrown the 
parent, said my father, required less effort than was bestow- 
ed on either of his sons; but that would not do; and so, 
pretending to try, was especially careful to get thrown, when 
the old man relaxed his hold, and at the same time regain- 
ing his good humor, with true southern bombast said he 
*‘ would like to see the yankee that could lay him upon his 
back !” 

‘Travelling one day he was importuned to tarry through the 
night with a married couple who had but one bed ; and they 
three accordingly retired, the husband occupying a place in 
the middle. “ But,” said my father, ‘I was much crowded, 
the bed being too narrow for three;”’ and, continued he, 
‘7 had a dream that the house was on fire, and awoke to 
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find that it was, and barely in time to arouse my bed-fellow 


_ and wife to escape the devouring flames.” 


One evening, and until late at night, he was entertained 
with stories of horrid sights, terrific sounds, witches, wiz- 
ards, spectres, and hobgoblins, then firmly believed in by the 
first families of North Carolina; and one of the company, 
a lady, detailed an account of the persecutions she had en- 
dured from a neighbor, whom she declared to be a witch! 
*‘'The witch,” she said, “‘came night after night through 


the key-hole, with a bridle in her hand, and coming to 


the bed occupied by myself and husband, adjusted the bri- 
dle upon my head, when in a trice I became a_ horse 
and was ridden till near morning.” One night a large 
company of witches being assembled and all mounted on 
horseback, a horse that came next behind her’stepped upon 


and tore her heel, and when she awoke in the morning, 


though no longer a horse, she was tired nearly to death 
from hard driving the past night, and there was a severe 
bruise and laceration of the flesh upon her heel. 

A lonely place in the forest, not far distant, all united in 
Saying was the dwelling place of demons and spirits of 
the departed; and they were not a little surprised when 
my father volunteered at that late hour of the night to 
visit the locality to get a look at the evil spirits, and an 
opportunity to ask, 


*¢ What may this mean, 
That thou, dead corse, again 
Reyisit’st thus the glimpses of the moon, 
Making night hideous ? ’’ 

A buzzard was aroused from its quiet roost by this un- 
timely visit; yet no evil spirit would discover itself, but 
instead a pack of savage bloodhounds from a neighboring 
plantation, which made him take speedy refuge for his 


life in the branches of a tree, where he was forced to remain 


until the planter came to investigate the cause of this noc- 
turnal disturbance, and whose utmost efforts were required 
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to prevent the dogs from tearing him in pieces when he 
came down. In this connection it may not be amiss to add 
that the writer has often thought, if for any one thing his 
thanks were due to his father more than for another, it was 
his early teaching that all stories of ghosts and supernatural 
sights, including wizards and witches, were unadulterated 
and unmitigated delusions, having not the least claim to be- 
lief, or any foundation in truth. And if I have since made 
any advances in freeing my mind from the thraldom of long- 
standing, deep-rooted delusions that have found so genial a 
place, sprung up spontaneously and attained so rank a 
growth in the New-England mind, it was to those excellent 
teachings of my father that all is due. These were the 
rocks of truth on which I commenced to build the founda- 
tions of the lionest convictions to which I have attained. 


Wim Rounsevitt Perce (No. 185) and wife Lzonora 
JoNnEs, had: 


(739) Child, d. in infancy, while Ebenezer Peirce (No. 
191) was on his visit to North Carolina, and upon the plan- 
tation of Esquire Jones, its grandfather. No mechanics be- 
ing near, Ebenezer Peirce constructed a box that served 
the child for a coffin, as he told me in my youth. 


ExizAseta Price (No. 186), 


Second daughter and third child of Capt. Job Peirce 
(No. 59) and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. in Middle- 
boro’", now Lakeville, January 6, 1766, and bore not only 
the Christian name of her mother but also of her grand- 
mother Elizabeth Macomber, afterwards Rounsevill, and her — 
ereat-grandmother Elizabeth Williams, afterwards Macom-~ 
ber. Elizabeth Peirce in early life is said to have been un- 
usually good looking, or, as more commonly expressed, was 
a very handsome girl, and if so she exhibited the rare in- 
stance of beauty and brains being the actual possession of 
the same person at the same time, or the still greater rarity 
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: of retaining in a healthy condition the latter, after being 


j apprized er the former. 


She was united in marriage, January 6, 1788, with Gen. 
 Abial Washburn, of Middleboro’, a merchant who at his first 
setting out in business had been unfortunate, but was after- 
wards singularly successful, reaching in a few years the 
position of the wealthiest man in the large and very well- 
to-do town of Middleboro’, Mass., then geographically or 
- superficially the largest town in the State. 

From his father Edward Washburn, a patriot soldier of 
the American Revolution, Gen. Abial Washburn had inher- 
ited a handsome property that was believed to have been 
lost in disastrous speculation, and before time was allowed 
or opportunity had been presented to retrieve the loss and 


profit from the lessons it taught, he presented himself as a 


lover of the fair Elizabeth, and a suitor for her heart and 


hand in marriage. 


_ It is almost superfluous to add that this suit found no 


_ fayor in the eyes of her father. 
_ The consent of her mother was also for a time withheld. 
One day the youthful pair were returning from a ride, when 
_ the maiden encountered a mud-puddle that lay directly in her 
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path from the horse or carriage to her father’s door, which 
taxed all her womanly ingenuity to pass without soiling her 
dainty little feet, when, with the refined breeding of Sir Wal- 
ter Raleigh, the lover immediately threw down his cloak to 
bridge the dirty pool, and like the knight did the lover thus 
secure feminine favor, save that Sir Walter pleased but one 
Elizabeth, while our lover delighted two ; and though the 
elder of our story did not rule a kingdom, she was queen 


of hearts, and presented him with the choicest of her jew- 


els, to him more precious than any honors old England’s 
ueen could bestow. 


q 
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Gen. Anta, Wasusurn and wife Exizaseru Perce we 186), 
had: } 


(740) Abial, b. Dec. 29, 1788. Became a wholesale — 
merchant in Boston, and m. Pauline Tucker of that city, 
and they were the parents of Rev. Edward Washburn. 
He was commissioned April 1, 1808, Adjutant of 4th Regi- 
ment in Ist Brigade 5th Division Mass. Militia. Honora- — 
bly discharged, April 23, 1810. Spent his last years upon 
the old homestead in Middleboro’, where he d. June 1, 1866, 
This seemed like crowding a large proportion of the offices 
into one family, for Abial the parent was Colonel of the 
4th Regiment; Levi Peirce, a brother of his wife, was Major 
of the same regiment; Abial Washburn, Jr., was Regimental 
Adjutant, and Peter H. Peirce, another brother of Col. 
Wasburn’s wife, was Ensign of one of the companies. 

(741) Elizabeth P., b. June 2, 1791; m. in 1815, Her- 
cules Cushman, Esq., of Freetown, and recently of Middle- 
boro’, a counsellor at law, and had held the office of Clerk — 
of Plymouth County Courts. He was Representative from 
Middleboro’ to the General Court in 1811 and *12. He 
also represented Freetown in the General Court in 1816, 
"17, 718, 719, ’21, ’22, and ’23. He served at least one term 
in the Massachusetts Senate, and in 1826 was a member of 
the Governor's Council. He received the appointment of 
Collector of the port and district of Dighton ; was a Select- 
man of Freetown one year, and Assessor one year ; Modera- 
tor of the annual town meeting twelve years. 

Sept. 28, 1821, he was elected Colonel of 5th Regiment in 
2d Brigade 5th Division of Mass. Militia, and held that place ~ 
until August 31, 1827. Richard Borden, of Fall River, 
was his Licut.-Colonel, Elisha Slade, of Somerset, Major, 
P. P. Hathaway, Adjutant, and Gideon P. Hathaway, bey: 
Master. 

Returning to Middleboro’ in 1828, he again represented 
that town in the State Legislature in 1830, and died in 1832. 
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While Colonel of 5th Regiment he was nominated by the 
- Senate of Massachusetts for I Major General, but the House 
would not concur, and so the election was lost. 
(742) Mary, b. Oct. 18, 1792; m. Aug. 23, 1812, Her- 
3 cules Cushman, Esq., of Middleboro’. She d. Aug. 28, 
_ 1813, and he married her older sister Elizabeth. He d. in 
1832. Their only son William H. W. Cushman, born at 
Freetown in 1813, was appointed Adjutant of 4th Regiment, 
Ist Brigade, 5th Division Mass. Militia, in 1831. Removed 
to Ottawa, Illinois, where as a merchant he has been re- 
markably successful, and is now a banker in Chicago. Was 
Colonel of an Illinois Regiment in the army in the late war 
of the rebellion. Has a very fine residence in Middleboro’. 
2 (743) William Rounsevill Peirce, b. March 29, 1794, 
_ studied law and located for practice in Boston. Married 
: Susan E. Tucker, of Derry, New Hampshire. He was com- 
_ missioned July, 1817, Aid de Camp to his father, who was 
then Brigadier General of the 1st or Plymouth County Brig- 
ade of 5th Division Mass. Militia. Honorably tion aeen 
in 1824. Representative from Boston to the General Court 
- in 1846, 47 and 53. Justice of the Peace and of the Quo- 
F | Sa. 
(744) Abigail, b. June 13, 1796; never married. Died 
March 16, 1863. Admitted to membership in First Church 
in Middleboro’, Oct. 19, 18238 ; dismissed to Central Church 
in 1851. 
(745) Philander, b. March 22, 1798. Merchant and 
manufacturer in Middleboro’. He was commissioned, in 
_ 1828, Aid de Camp to Major-General Shepherd Leach, of 
Easton, and continued to hold the office of Aid de Camp to 
_ Leach’s successor, Gen. Cromwell Washburn, of Taunton. 
Maj. Philander Washburn m. Jan. 26, 1831, Elizabeth 
_ Homer (daughter of Henry Homer, a Boston merchant 
3 noted for his philanthropy), and he was a member of the 
_ Massachusetts Senate from Plymouth County in 1849. Is 
ie i Justice of the Peace for the same County.- Rev. George 
F; 20 
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Washburn, missionary to Constantinople, is their son. Eli- 
zabeth, the wife, was admitted to membership in the First 
Congregational Church in Middleboro’, March 5, 1837; 
dismissed to Central Church in 1847. | 

(746) Orville, b. Jan. 24,1799; d. Oct. 9, 1819. 

(747) George, b. Noy. 23, 1801; d. Novy. 29, 1803. 

(748) Lucy Ann, b. Aug., 1805; m. Oct. 13, 1835, Cor- 
nelius B. Wood, Esq., of Middleboro’. He is ‘Town Clerk, 
Selectman, Overseer of Poor, Collector and Treasurer of 
Middleboro’, and a Trial Justice for Plymouth County. She 
d. Dec. 8, 1854. He was a son of Hon. Wilkes Wood, of 
M., who was for many years Judge of Probate for the Coun- 
ty of Plymouth, and is brother of Hon. William H. Wood, | 
the present Judge of Probate for that County. 

(749) Caroline, b. June 19, 1807; m. Feb. 16, 1831, ~ 
Rey. Francis Horton, of Boston. She d. Sept. 20, 1849. 
She was received into the First Church in Middleboro’, Oct. 
19, 1823; dismissed to Brookfield Church in 18338. She 
died in West Cambridge. 

(750) Louisa Jane, b. June 24,1809; m. May 11, 1831, 
Rev. Elam Smalley, D.D., of Franklin, Mass. He is dead.- 
She was received into First Congregational Church in Mid- 
dleboro’, Oct. 19, 1823 ; dismissed to Church in Franklin, 
Mass., in 1832. 

Capt. Job Peirce made a very generous provision for his 
children, the boys as they successively attained to their 
majority, and girls when married; nor did the daughter 
Elizabeth form an exception to that rule. But it was the 
real worth in her, instead of the worth with her, that ren- 
dered her attainment so desirable, and which made her the 
exemplary wife and excellent mother that she was. 

Descended from a family that both paternally and mater- 
nally could trace to the emigrant without encountering poy- 
erty, she could be industrious even with her hands, without 
that ever-abiding and mortal fear of poor folks being thought 
. to be poor, and could be economical too, there being no ne- 
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 cessity to be wasteful, lest by saving she should have been 
_ thought to have learned that principle from early necessity 
and pinching want. 

Such a man as Gen. Washburn, with such a wife, it was 
morally certain would ultimately suceeed in the battles of 
life. All required to ensure success was time. That 
was allotted to them ; and, as has already been stated, that 
success was attained to an extent then unequalled by any 
other in that town. ‘The confidence and respect with which 
Gen. Washburn was regarded could have no better proofs 
than the town records of Middleboro’ present, he being @ 
leader of the Federal party then hopelessly in the minority 
in that town ; yet upon nearly all the important town com- 
mittees, for a long term of years, the name of Gen. Abial 
~ Washburn seemed almost stereotyped. 

Of the militia system of our time-honored Commonwealth, 
the system as it then existed, Gen. Washburn was an ever 
faithful and long tried supporter and friend —a system 


: bearing about as much resemblance to the present so-called 


volunteer militia as.a wedding does to a funeral; a system 
- resulting from pure patriotism, a deep-seated, ever-abiding, 
irrepressible love of country, and a religious veneration for 
her laws and established form of government; a settled con- 
viction that eternal vigilance is the price of liberty, particu- 
larly that liberty recently purchased by the blood and suffer- 
ing of fathers and brothers in a seven years war with 
England. 

To keep and bear arms was therefore regarded as one of 
the best of heaven’s earthly gifts, her choicest favors, by 
our then essentially free people. | 

John Adams, the immediate successor of the immortal 
Washington as President of these then United States, while 
- on a mission in Europe, is said toe have pointed with plea- — 
sure and even pride to the town meetings and militia train- 
ings of his countrymen, as resulting from the distinguishing 
traits of their political character, which he declared were, 
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with the common district schools, the foundatiene of their 
hope in maintaining a Republican form of government. ae 


In the town meeting the citizen was constantly reminded 
of the very agreeable fact that he was his own law-maker, 


Mat alle atilitin training that upon him devolved the duty 


of upholding and defending the laws that he had made ; the 
latter always operating as a healthy check upon the former, 
and both conspiring to make him a happier and better man. 
The thought of being paid in money for the time spent in 
either of these agreeable duties seemed never to have occur- 
‘red to them, or, if it did; was treated like a proposition to 
pay from the public treasury a man for time spent in eating 
his dinner, or the effort to masticate and digest his food. 
To be disarmed then was to be dishonored. Each citizen 


was then happy in contemplation of the fact that he lived — . 


under a good government, and felt highly honored to know 
that he was a part of that government, and in performing a 
public duty felt that he was doing himself a personal service. 


But for principles like these, deep rooted as they were in - 


the hearts of the American people, the. war of the Revolu- 


tion would have resulted to them in a most inglorious fail-~ A 


ure, and our form of government could never have been set 
up, or if commenced would soon have relapsed into some 
form of monarchy, or, what was still worse, under the sacred 
name of liberty, like Mexico and some of the South Ameri- 
can Republics (Republics, however, only in name), been en- 
eulphed in confusion, and found its grave in anarchy. 
Actuated by such ennobling rine Gen. Washburn 
uniformed and equipped himself, and performed as a com- 


missioned officer thirty-six years’ duty in the local militia, — : 
when seven years was the longest term of such duty by law 


required ; thus giving voluntarily to the public twenty-nine 
years of expensive, if net arduous service. For all this he 
received no monied compensation, unless while Adjutant of 


4th Regiment, which were the first seven years of his service. 


Had he been as selfish as it is fashionable and even popular 
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i= to be now, he could have ebnaned an Hen able discharge 
ee at the close of his term of seven years as Adjutant, and thus 
saved giving to the State any one of those twenty-nine years 
that he acted as a field officer and Brigadier-General. 

These twenty-nine years’ service were performed as fol- 
lows: Major of 4th Regiment in lst Brigade, 5th Division, 
from May 1, 1794, to January 4,1797; Lieut.-Colonel from 
January 4, 1797, to July 22, 1800; Colonel from July 22, 
1800, to Sept. 4, 1816; Brigadier General of Plymouth Co. 
Brigade from Sept. 4, 1816, to 1824. 

The estimation in which Gen. Washburn was held by his, 
superior officer, cannot be better expressed than it was in a 
Division Order promulgated to the troops of the County of 
Plymouth, a copy of which is here given: 


** HEAD QUARTERS, NEw Beprorp, Dec. 28, 1824. 

** Division Order. By the resignation of Brigadier-General Abial 
Washburn of the rst Brigade, 5th Division, a vacancy exists in the 1st 
Brigade which it becomes necessary to fill. 

“The Major General therefore orders that Col. Ephraim Ward,. 
senior officer of the 1st Brigade, 5th Division, notify the field officers 
of said Brigade to meet and assemble at the house of Caleb Loring, 
Innholder in Plympton, on Thursday, the 27th day of January next, at 
Eleven of the clock in the forenoon, for the purpose of electing some 
Gentleman as Brigadier General to command said 1st Brigade—giving 
each Elector ten days notice (at least) of the time and place of said 
Election. 

** The Major General cannot omit this opportunity of expressing 
publicly his sincere regret that circumstances existed which in the 
mind of Gen. Washburn rendered his resignation and discharge frony 
the service necessary. The promptness with which he has uniformly 
discharged his duty made it very desirable that his services should 
have been longer received. ‘The intelligence and courtesy which 
marked his official duties were felt and acknowledged by his superior 
officers and those under his command; and his resignation of the 
office which he filled with so much propriety is felt as a real loss to. 
_ the service. 

*‘ By order of the Major General ae Division. 
P ‘¢ Timo. G. Corrin, Aid de Camp. 


' “ Copy. Attest, Nath’] Wilder, Jr., B.. Major, 1st B. 5th Div.” 
20% . 
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The 1st Brigade then consisted of four regiments of In- 
fantry, a Battalion of Cavalry and a Battalion of Artillery. 


The regiments were commanded by Colonels Bartlett Mur-— 


dock, of Wareham; John Collamore, of Scituate; Ben- 
jamin King, of Abington; and Ephraim Ward, of Middle- 
boro’. The Cavalry was then commanded by Major Nathan 
Hayward, of North Bridgewater, and the Artillery by Major 
Moses Noyes, of Abington. General Washburn on the 
civil list was a Justice of Peace and Quorum. 

General Abial Washburn died of erysipelas, June 17, 
1843. Elizabeth, his wife, died March 23, 1850, and both 
have suitable grave-stones in Middleboro’. Gen. Washburn 
and wife were received to membership in the First Congre- 
gational Church in Middleboro’, Oct. 19, 1823, and remain- 
ed in good standing till their decease. Gen. Washburn at 
his death had attained the age of 80 years 6 months; Eli- 
zabeth, his wife, 84 years 2 rie ie and 17 days. 


Jos Prmce, Jr. (No. 187), 
Second son and fourth child of Captain Job Peirce (No. 


59) and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. in Middleboro’, - 


now Lakeville, Dec. 12, 1767, and at an early age, even 
before he could walk or talk, began to develope some of 
those traits that gave tone to his character and made him in 
subsequent life remarkable. It was the testimony of his 
mother, that this. child, while awake, could never sit still or 
be still for a moment, and that a care and attention had to 
be exercised towards him continually. He was not vicious, 
but prying and uneasy; never satisfied with present attain- 

ment or position in any thing; and this trait in after life 
kept him always upon the move, and constantly striving by 
industrious, energetic and indefatigable effort to accomplish 
the business at hand, only to be succeeded by some more 
difficult undertakings. Indeed, the only real satisfaction he 
seemed to have in success in any one thing was that it better 
qualified him to attempt another. He was essentially “ a 
live man.” | 
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With only three months schooling and such as was 
at that time to be obtained in a common district school in the 
country, he, on attaining his majority, left the paternal roof 
and the old farm and homestead where born, and commenced 


business as a retail trader of dry and West India goods at 


Assonet village, in Freetown. LHighty years ago was about 
the time his business operations were commenced, and 
money then was by no means so plenty as now, nor so plenty 
in proportion to the business then carried on or the number 
of people. Retail traders, especially those located in small 
villages, were obliged to resort to a system of barter, taking 
the farmer’s produce in exchange for their goods; and Job 


Peirce probably received by far the greater portion of his 


pay for dry and West India goods in corn and rye, wool and 


_ flax, timber and cord wood. ‘This led to ship-building, and 


he caused to be built small craft, principally sloops, with 
sometimes a ship, and these were sold in the larger ports or 
kept to do his freighting of cord wood to Newport, Bristol 
and Providence, and bringing his dry and West India goods 
from New York. 

January 3, 1799, he was united in marriage with Anna, 
only daughter of Lieut. Robert Strobridge, of Middleboro’, 


now Lakeville, and wife Elizabeth Nelson. Robert, the 


parent, had died about nine years before, leaving a large 
estate unequalled then in extent and value by any other in 
the town. Besides Anna, the wife of Job Peirce, Jr., there 
was but one other heir to that estate, viz., Robert. Strobridge, 
Esq., of Freetown, a man of great popularity in the times in 
which he lived, being elected to represent that town in the 
General Court at Boston for four years ; was Postmaster about 
eight years, and on the general School Committee two years. 

In common with the friends of a democratic government, 
Job Peirce, Jr. believed that a well organized :citizen soldiery 
was indispensably necessary to the preservation of American 
liberty, and on the 21st of August, 1801, we find him to 


hhave been taken from the ranks and elected Captain of the 
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first foot company in the local militia of Freetown, going into 


that office over Joseph I. Read, who had been Lieut. since 
May 27,1799. ‘This company was then a part of 2d Regi- 


ment in 2d Brigade 5th Division. The regiment was com- 
-manded by Colonel Robert Earl, of Westport; Sylvester 


Brownell and John Spooner, Majors, and Benjamin Lincoln, 


Adjutant. Brigadier General Silas Cobb led the Brig- 
ade, and Major General Nathaniel Goodwin, of Plymouth, 
the Division. Freetown at that time included Fall River, 
and there were three companies of militiain town. SBenja- 
min Brayton was Capt. of 2d Company (Fall River Co,), and 
Abraham Morton Capt. of the 3d or Kast Freetown company. 

Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. was elected and served as Town 
Clerk of Freetown for the municipal year commencing April 
5, 1802, and was one of the Auditors of the town accounts 
in 1803. 

Although never a professor of the Christian religion, he 
seems to have taken a lively interest in the ministrations of 


the gospel, and, like his father and brothers, was liberal in. 


the support he rendered its institutions. 


His name appears among those persons residing at Asso- - 


net Village and vicinity, who on the 23d of June, 1797, 
obtained from the State Legislature an act of incorporation 
for the First Baptist Society in Freetown. ‘This was a Cal- 
vinist Baptist Society that had a short time before erected a 
place of worship on the hill in the south part of the village, 
and a church of that faith continued to occupy the house 
until 1807, when nearly all embraced the doctrines taught by 
Rey. Elias Smith, Dr. Abner Jones and Frederick Plummer, 
and took upon themselves the name of ‘“ Christians.” As 
they adhere in practice to baptism by immersion, they haye 
come to be known as ‘“ Christian Baptists,” when spoken of, 
though they altogether discard the last appellation when 
speaking of themselves. 

Mr. Smith had visited and preached at Freetown, not 
before announcing these then new doctrines, but before leay- 
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ing the Calvinist Baptists, as will appear from his own de- 
_ claration on page 339 of his life, as written by himself; 
under date of May 2, 1804, he says: ‘ Through all these 
things I was considered a Baptist and a member of the Wo- 
burn church. As I was frequently in Boston, people from 
_ different parts of the country heard me there, and often 
__ requested me to preach where they dwelt. That summer 
a man by the name of Job Peirce, from Freetown, forty-five 
miles from Boston, attended meeting, and afterwards wrote 
requesting me to visit him and preach in that region. Know- 
ing my circumstances, he wrote for me to come in the stage 

to Taunton at his expense, and he would meet me there.” 

* * * “T appointed to meet him on the 16th of July, 
1804, and he on that day sent his horse and carriage ; and 
that evening I preached in the meeting-house at the place 
called Assonnett. A considerable number of people attend- 

ed. In that journey I preached in Middleboro’, Freetown, 

a and other places near. He accompanied me through the 
_ whole, and afterwards conveyed me to Taunton, and fur- 
nished me with money to go onto Portsmouth in the stage.” 
} Under date of 1805, Mr. Smith continues: “I visited the 
_ people again in Freetown, Long Plain, and Newport, R. I. 
My good friend Job Peirce, of Freetown, received me heart- 
ily and went with me to Newport aud several other places 
in that region. In that journey I attended a meeting at a 
place called the Furnace, in Freetown. The meeting was 
appointed at 9 o’clock in the morning, and was attended in 
an orchard, as no house there would hold the people. That 

— morning Elder Daniel Hix, who. lived in Dartmouth, several 
miles off, came and several of his brethren to see and hear 
what this new doctrine could mean. Soon after he entered 
_ the house where I was, he thus addressed me: ‘ Well, bro- 
_ ther Smith, [ and my brethren have come several miles this 
- morning to hear you. Some of my brethren thought on the 
_ way that perhaps you would not preach if we came, but I 
_ told them you could not help preaching ; for we were so 
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hungry that the Lord would not. let us return without food.’ 
He further added, ‘I have read several of your books, and 
from them concluded you wished to revolutionize the world. 
At first I thought you would not succeed, but on the whole 
I do not know but you will.’ ” 
Thus it appears that the first steps towards the formation 
of the Christian Baptist Churches in Freetown were taken by 
Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., who had been brought up a Calvinist 
Baptist, and was at that time a leading member of the Cal- 


vinistic Society at Freetown, but neither a professor of reli- 


gion or member of any church whatever. 
He did not live to see the fruits of the seed he was so in- 


strumental in planting, for in the early autumn of 1805 he | 


sickened and soon after died. Four churches of the Christ- 
ian Baptist denomination now exist in Freetown, and each 
church is provided with a substantial meeting-house in good 
repair, of modern style and finish, and of dimensions suited 
to their wants, where religious services are held weekly, and 
their pulpits regularly supplied. And among the communi- 
cants of this sect may now be found many of the most in- 


telligent, wealthy and influential inhabitants of Freetown, 


their worshipping congregations embracing a large majority 
of the church-going population, while of the Calvinistic Bap- 
tist Church and Society not a vestige remains. 

Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. possessed a remarkable faculty of 
getting the good will of those people with whom his busi- 
ness relations in life called him to have to do, aided no 
doubt by his uncommon sauvity of manners, that probably 
was the true reflection of the sentiments of a noble heart 
and generous soul. 


At or near the commencement of his business at Assonet 


Village in Freetown, he formed a partnership with Mr. Jo- 
siah Paddock; and it was while thus engaged that the dog- 


gerel entitled “Sam. Howland’s Dream” was put forth, in ~ 
which nearly all the people of the village, high and low, 


rich and poor, were made to feel the smart of a severe lite- 
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py castigation, till this firm was reached, when with an 
_ evident desire to favor and find an excuse for not consign- 
- ing them, in common with the rest of the inhabitants, to the 
regions infernal, he says : — 


] 


*¢ And now the Devil did rehearse 

Why he should leave Paddock and Peirce, 

And said ’twas not they are so good, 

But without them he had a load.”’ 

A few years later, Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. took into partner- | 
_ ship his younger brother Ebenezer Peirce, who had for two 
years performed the duties of a clerk, and thenceforward, 
till Capt. Peirce’s death, the business was conducted under | 
the name of Job and Ebenezer Peirce. This firm had two 
stores in operation ‘at Assonet village at the same: time. 
One store was located near the fork of the roads of which 
one branch led from Assonet to East Freetown and the other 
to Middleboro’, and the other store was on the “ coal land- 
ing,’ so called, where Ebenezer Peirce built a wharf that he 
afterwards sold to Elder Philip Hathaway, and has since 
_ been owned by Col. P. P. Hathaway and Capt. Washington 
Read. : 
The death of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. was quite sudden, and 
- untila short time before his decease wholly unexpected. 
_ The ostensible cause of it was a fever. Fevers were then 
quite common among the people at Assonet, and frequently 
proved fatal. In the last of summer and early autumn a 
fever had for several years visited that locality, and baffling 
the skill of the best physicians, laid in untimely graves seve- 
ral of the brightest ornaments of society, and seemed spe- 
cially to seek the most hale and hardy constitutions, those of 
robust and perfect health and enjoying the greatest freedom 
_ from disease. Ebenezer Peirce, his younger brother, how- 
- ever, told the writer that Job Peirce, Jr. was suffering from 
- an injury that he had recently received from the kick of a 
3 vicious horse ; and how much or how little this injury had 
to. do with his death it is now perhaps impossible to deter- 
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mine. The remark that my father said was made oe 


brother, when kicked, was probably characteristic: *° gy 


bad to be hurt, but still worse to be injured by this con-— 


temptible creature. I would much rather be killed by a 


better-locking animal.” 

His brother-in-law (Hon. William Bourne; of Middleboro’) 
had been sick, and serious fears were entertained lest his 
‘illness should terminate fatally. Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. had 
been very attentive to him and his sister Lucy in this their 


time of trial and hour of deep distress, sometimes spending a 


whole days at his bed-side, performing those little offices that 
are rendered doubly acceptable to the sick when known to 
be the free-will offering of loving hearts, the fruits of friend- 
ship near, dear, and ever abiding. It was on one of those 
dreary days, long and sorrowful, that as he, like an angel of 
mercy and hope, hung devotedly over that bed of sufferimg, 
his sister, indulging in gloomy foreboding, comforted her- 


self that in case her husband should die it was extremely 


fortunate that she had so noble and generous a brother, so 
wise, so kind and good, upon whom she would cast the cares 


of her woe-stricken heart, and in whom herself and father-— 


less little children would find an ever faithful, uncompromis- 
ing protector, adviser and friend. But this kind brother she 
was soon called to part with forever, and her husband reco- 
vered to act well his part upon the stage of life, and die in 
honorable old age more than forty years after. 

Few men have in life more endearments than had Capt. 
Job Peirce, Jr., more to live for, being in a flood of worldly 


prosperity, beloved in his family and highly respected by his — 
associates. He had but a few years before erected a house, ~ 


in the construction of which the best materials had been 


used and most accomplished workmen employed, and when’ 


finished was the most elegant dwelling in town; and though 
money had been lavishly expended in the execution of this 
work, he was heard to say, after paying the bills, “I have 
as much money as I had when I began to purchase the 
materials.” 
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— In company with his younger brother Ebenezer, he had 
just completed a new store building,* larger and more con- 


venient than any other then in town, where they were taking 


the lion’s share of the trade and enjoying the income of the 


profits thereby derived from sections of back country that 
have almost ever since traded at New Bedford, Taunton, 
Fall River and Middleboro’. 

The death of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., together with the em- 
bargo that preceded the war of 1812, were the two princi- 
pal causes why the thrifty and stirring village of Assonet, 


_ from being one of the liveliest, most active and smartest 


places for business in the county, became by gradual, long 
and constant declension, so notoriously dull, dead and life- 
less. Full fifty years of this retrograde movement was ex- 
perienced in that community before there occurred a turn of 
** tide in the affairs of men,” and during that whole time it 
was an almost stereotyped remark among’ the citizens, that 
“the loss of Capt. Job Peirce as a business man had never 


_ been made up, for ’twas irreparable.” 


er 


" 


The obsequies of Capt.’ Job Peirce, Jr., were peculiarly 
impressive ; for, added to the large number of relatives and 
family connections, were a great many neighbors and friends 
who came to pay a willing tribute of respect, and swell the 
solemn train; and what was then very uncommon, the mili- 
tia company of which at his death he was Captain, volun-. 
teered to do escort to the funeral procession, and the sor- 
rowful impression made upon the public mind was so great 
that ‘this funeral become an epoch that people for many 
years after kept vividly in mind, and by which they were 
enabled to fix in their memories the dates of other current 
events; and hence for half a century afterwards it was not 


uncommon to hear people say that such and such occur- 


rences were a little before, a little after, or about the time of 
Capt. Job Peirce’s funeral. 


* This store building has since been owned by Adino Paddock, Benjamin. Burt 


and George H. Dean. 
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His remains were interred in the Peirce family cemetery 
in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, and his grave marked by a 
substantial stone of white marble, very elegant for that time, 


but quite modest and unpretending when compared with 


those now erected, as the sixty-four years that have since 
elapsed in working marble, as in other arts in America, have 
effected great advances and improvements. But it is safe to 
say that no funeral monument now standing in that town, 
of however exquisite the finish, attracts so much attention as 


a work of art, as did the grave-stone of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr, 


three score years ago. 
The following is a copy of the Inscription :— 


Here lies the Remains of 
Cart. JOB PEIRCE, Jun’. 
who died Sept" 22° 1805 
In the 38" Year of his 
Age. 


His Death was as calm and resigned as his 
Life was pure and virtuous, 


When Death that foe to human happiness has 
entombed in his dark and dreary mansions a 
Form in whose Society we once derived the most 
endearing tenderness and refined felicity how 
blasted is every earthly enjoyment and every 
hope of promised joy and the world itself appears 
a dreary void and all creation seems to mourn 

our loss. 


A portrait of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. was painted by Mr. 
Cephas Thompson, of Middleboro’, in part from recollection, 
and in part from a sketch taken of the face while the body 
was acorpse. ‘This portrait is by good judges pronounced 


an excellent likeness. Of his cocked hat, the writer is 


pleased to say that he is the fortunate possessor, but regrets 
to. add that the hat was deprived of its military plume and 
divested of the cockade, not only before his earliest recollec- 
tion, but before his appearance on this planet. 


His sword and scabbard (both broken entirely in two), 
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| together with the tattered remnant of his sword-belt, were 
_ among the playthings of the writer in his early childhood. 

— On the 5th day of Nov., 1805, Major Levi Peirce (No. 
190) was appointed Administrator upon the estate of his 
deceased brother, Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., to which estate their 
_ father was by law the only heir after the just claims and 
legal demands of Anna the widow had been satisfied, as 
Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. and wife were childless. 

To satisfy the claims of the widow, they assigned to her 
first, free and clear from present or future incumbrance, 
the house and lands of her late husband in Freetown, to- 
gether with the out-buildings thereon standing. These lands 
were then, as now, in productiveness equal to the best in 
_ that town, and the buildings were much the best, and had 
___ been by far the most expensive at the date of their erection, 
some ten years before. And of the personal estate she re- 
ceived, as set forth in a legal document, of which the fol- | 
lowing is a true copy: — ; 
_ * Know all men, That whereas I Anna Peirce of Freetown, in the 
County of Bristol and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, widow of Job 
Peirce, late of s* Freetown, deceased, have an interest in and a right 
to be endowed of the personal estate whereof the said Job died pos- 
sessed, and whereas Levi Peirce, Administrator upon the estate of 
said Job, hath this day by deed assigned and set out to me all the 


household furniture, one horse and one cow, whereof the said Job died 
possessed, as dower of and in said personal estate, 

Now, know ye, that I do hereby accept the said furniture, horse and 
cow in full satisfaction of my right, claim and interest in and to all 
and every part of the personal estate whereof the said Job died seized 
and possessed. 

And I do hereby, for the consideration aforesaid, renounce and for- 
ever extinguish my right of dower of and in the whole of said personal 
estate. . 

_ Witness my hand and seal the 28th day of August, in the year of 
_ our Lord one thousand eight hundred and six. 


BOS 


(Signed) ANNA PEIRCE. 
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It was not until more than four years after the appoint- 
ment of Major Levi Peirce as Administrator of and upon 
this estate, that he returned to the Court of Probate and 
swore to an inventory of the personal property, said oath 
having been administered, as appears from the Probate rec- 
ords af Bristol County, Dec. 30, 1809. 

To the record of that inventory in the Probate Office at 
Taunton we owe the evidence that Col. Gideon Williams, 
of Taunton, Daniel Douglas and Philip Hathaway, 2d, of 
Freetown, had been the appraisers, and further, that Capt. — 
Job Peirce, Jr.’s part of the goods in the store at Assonet 
had been sold to Ebenezer Peirce (No. 191) and Robert 
Strobridge for the sum of one thousand five hundred and 
seven dollars and twenty-nine cents, and that Capt. Peirce’s 
legal demands, one hundred and fourteen in number, and 
against different persons, amounted to three thousand eight 
hundred and- forty-six dollars, besides which there was a __ 
mortgage on real estate for three hundred dollars, house-_ 
hold furniture one thousand dollars, an interest in schooner 
Dolphin, and an interest in a sloop, four hundred and fifty 
dollars ; wearing apparel, one hundred dollars; cash on ~ 
hand, four hundred and forty-nine dollars; horse, seventy 
dollars; cow, thirty dollars; chaise, sixty dollars ; sleigh, 
ten dollars; saddle, bridle, &c., twenty-five dollars. 

To this inventory of seven thousand eight hundred and 
forty-seven dollars and thirty-six cents, Major Levi Peirce 
charged himself with ‘‘ cash of sundry persons for balances 
due to s* dec’ on book account, two thousand nine hundred 
sixty-four dollars and thirty-seven cents,” and thus making 
the total of personal estate, $10,811 73. / 

Of this personal estate Major Peirce credited himbell with 
having delivered to the widow, Anna Peirce, the house- 
hold furniture, one horse and one cow, amounting to eleven 
hundred dollars. And to Capt. Job Peirce, Sen., the heir 
at law to the said estate, the mortgage for three hundred 
dollars, wearing apparel one hundred dollars, chaise sixty 
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a dollars, and sleigh ten dollars, and these with the appurte- 


nances amounting in the whole to four hundred and ninety- 
five dollars, for which a receipt of Capt. Job Peirce, Sen. 
for five hundred dollars in full was filed in Probate, and 
placed upon that record as having been given Feb. 3, 1807, 
and that receipt was also to discharge all the claim or.claims 
said heir had upon this estate- 

If to this inventory of $10,811 73 of i ER} property 
we add his homestead, which at the low valuation of real 
estate even then must have been some six thousand dollars, 
and his half of a new store and lot in Assonet Village, and 
having also a dwelling-house thereon, say fifteen hundred 
dollars, his interest in the forge, and also in a saw-mill, we 
find an amount of about twenty thousand dollars of which 
he died possessed, and that at present prices and valuations 
of the same articles, would reach the sum of forty-five to 
fifty thousand dollars; and yet of all this, let it have been 


_ properly valued at what it might, the heir at law evidently 


received only five hundred dollars. To show what became 
of the balance of the estate of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., after 


these distributions and paying of the debts, the writer is in- 


debted to a person, not a member of the family, and who 
is still living, and who states distinctly to remember having 
heard the conversation, and precisely where that conversa- 
tion took place, between Capt. Job Peirce, Sen. and his son 
Maj. Levi Peirce, and that said conversation resulted in a 
determination on the part of Capt. Job and his direction to 
Major Levi Peirce to dispose of that balance in and for reli- 
gious and benevolent purposes, and that the erection of 
Peirce Academy, in Middleboro,’ was a result of that deter- 
mination and direction, and the funds employed in its con- 
‘struction were part and parcel of that balance or those bal- 


‘ances. In this view of the matter we are led to conclude 


that Capt. Job Peirce, Sen. was the real donor of Peirce 

‘Academy, that he was enabled to be thus generous by the 

well directed efforts of his son, Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., and 
21* 
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that the good designs were carried out by the son, Major — 3 
Levi Peirce, to whom probably was also due the originat- 


ing of the thought of this generosity. 

Anna, the widow of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., bécaiie the wife 
of Lieut. John Hinds,* of Freetown, and the fruits of this 
marriage were two daughters, who became the wives of Otis 
Harlow, of New Bedford, and Dr. George W. Snow, of 
Middleboro’. | 


Lieut. John Hinds was at first a clerk for Capt. Job~ 


Peirce, Jr., and afterwards a partner in the firm of Hinds and 
Sampson.t He was a son of Lieut. Leonard Hinds { and 
wife Polly Rounsevill, grandson of Rev. Ebenezer Hinds, of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville. Lieut. John Hinds d. Dec. 1, 
1811, and was buried in the Peirce family cemetery, where 
a suitable stone marks his grave, and bears an inscription 
that closes with 


** How lov’d, how valu’d once avails thee not, 
To whom related, or by whom begot : 
A heap of dust alone remains of thee, 
’Tis all thou art, and all the proud shall be.”’ 


Anna Petrce§ (No. 188), 


Third daughter and fifth child of Capt. Job Peirce (No. 
59) and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. Dec. 18, 1769, and 


* His rank of Lieutenant was derived from being Pay-Master of the 2d Regiment 
2d Brigade of 5th Division in local militia of Mass., to which he was appointed 
March 17, 1811, and on the Staff of Col. Benjamin Lincoln, of New Bedford. He 
died Dec. 1, 1811. His military chapeau is in the writer’s possession, and is the 
height of the Bonaparte style, being about twice the size ever worn since, and must 
have been a serious incumbrance to the wearer at any time, but particularly if the 
wind was briskly blowing. 

{ Earl Sampson, Esq. 

{ Lieut. Leonard Hinds was a drummer in Capt. Levi Rounsevill’s Company in 
the 9th Regiment of the Continental Army, as early as October, 1775 ; commissioned 
Lientenant of 7th Co. (Beach Woods Co.) in local militia of Middleboro’, June 12, 
1789. Polly his wife was a daughter of Joseph Rounsevill and wife, granddaugh- 
ter of William Rounsevill and wife Elizabeth Macomber, and great-granddaughter of 
Philip Rounsevill the emigrant and wife Mary Howland. 

§ Perhaps named for her father’s aunt, Anna Hoskins, the first wife of Melatiah 
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Hathaway, Sen., of Taunton, who was probably named for her aunt Anna Hos- | 


kins, a datighter of William Hoskins, of Taunton, and wife Sarah Caswell. 
Anna, the daughter of William, was born Feb. 14, 1678, and married —— Smith. 
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regarded by her contemporaries as possessing an uncommon 
share of good common sense, with great practical ability. 
The writer well remembers having heard his mother say, 
that when the news of that lady’s death was announced, she 
felt that the world had indeed met with a serious loss, and 
almost indulged a disposition to repine that nature had so 
ordered it, that the virtues, intellect and attainments of such 
persons could not be passed to some one else; and in her 
reyeries on that matter, found herself indulging in the thought 
and proposing the anxious inquiry, ‘“‘ why could it not be, 
now that she is dead, that her knowledge should have been 
added to mine and become my possession, I should so highly 
have prized it, and ’tis such a pity that so much talent should 
be lost.” 

About twenty-five years after Anna’s decease, the writer 
paid her husband a visit and received from his lips this de- 
claration: “T'was a great mistake that I made in not finding 
out, till too late to rectify, that my wife’s judgment was 
superior to my own. Had I taken her advice in money 
matters, 1 should have accumulated double the amount that 
Si did.” 

It is safe to say that in practical sense Capt. Job Peirce 
had no daughter superior to Anna, and it was a source 
of grief to the parent that this daughter,. contrary to his ad- 
vice, should contract a marriage with her own or first cousin, 
illustrating the old adage, ‘“‘ When wise folks miss it, they 
miss it the most.’ No objection whatever was had to Dr. 
Nicholas Hathaway, save that he was a near relative, a 
cousin, yes a first cousin, and this fact was to the mind of 
Capt. Job Peirce an insurmountable obstacle to kee marriage 
with the daughter. 

Dr. Nicholas Hathaway (No. 238) was the fourth son of 
Stephen Hathaway and wife Hopestill Peirce (No. 64), and b. 
Dec. 4, 1773; he was therefore four years younger than his 
wife. He studied medicine and settled for practice in Asso- 
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net Village, Freetown, where being quite successful, igs 
purchased a lot of land and erected for a home the house — pet 
now owned and occupied by Alden Hathaway, Esq., where 


he continued to reside till his removal to the State of Ohio. 

The “ great reformation,” as it used to be called, was the 
singular change effected in the religious sentiments of the 
Calvinist Baptist Church at Assonet Village, consequent 
upon accepting the doctrines taught by Rev. Elias Smith,t 
Dr. Abner Jonest and Frederick Plummer, together with the 
ingathering of a large portion of the ‘‘ world’s people” or 


non-professors of that locality, and these reconstructed saints 


and reformed sinners furnished the material of which the 
so styled ‘‘ Christian Church in Freetown” at first consisted. 
In the adjacent town of Dartmouth a similar change was 
effected, of which the following account is copied from the 
first volume of a book entitled ‘‘ The life, conversion, preach- 
ing, travels and sufferings of Elias Smith, written by him- 
self.” (See page 365.) 
“Just at this time I received a letter from Elder Daniel 
Hix, of Dartmouth, Mass., informing me that he and the 
church, excepting about four, which consisted of more than 
four hundred members, had agreed to leave the Baptist order 


* He opened a hospital in Freetown for the treatment of smallpox, had a large 
number of patients, and successfully treated every case, so that no one proved mor- 
tal. The parents of the writer were among those patients. 

{ Rey. Elias Smith was a son of Stephen Smith and wife Irene Ransom, and born 
in the town of Lyme, New London County, Ct., on the 17th of June, 1769. He 
bore the Christian name of his father’s brother, slain in the State of New York in 
the French war. He was brought up a Trinitarian Congregationalist, but on arriy- 
ing to manhood became a Calvinistic Baptist and a preacher, and was installed as 
pastor of the Baptist Church in Woburn, Nov. 14, 1798. In November, 1801, he 
became a Universalist, and in May, 1802, came out, as he termed it, a Christian. 
His life, as written by himself’, was published in 1816, and he also published twen- 
ty-two sermons on the prophecies yet to be fulfilled, a New Testament Dictionary, 
Christian’s Pocket Companion, three Sermons on Election, History of Anti-Christ, 
Christians’ Magazine, Sermons on various subjects, and a small volume of Hymns, 

t Dr. Abner Jones was born in Royalton, Mass., April 28, 1772, and died in Exe- 
ter, N. H., May 29, 1841. He was really the founder of the sect now calling them- 
selves Christians. His first wife died in Freetown, Dec. 6, 1835, the day she was 67 
years old. 
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and to stand as Christians only, without any other name ; 
owning Christ as their only Lawgiver. He requested me 
to come and help them, and preach the gospel in that region. 
‘ This news gave me great joy, and encouraged me in the 
midst of the opposition I then endured from the Calvinistic 
‘ Baptists. The account of this separation from the Baptists 
was published in my magazine, and caused great joy to the 
Christian brethren, and struck a damp on my opposers. 
Elder Hix told me that one man told him that in leaving the 
Baptists and joining with Smith, he had done more hurt than 
in all his life before. ‘ Why,’ said the man, ‘if you had let 
Smith alone he would have soon come to nothing. In 
the last of March, soon after receiving Hix’s letter, I set out 
for Freetown and Dartmouth, and took with me a young 
brother by the name of Frederick Plummer,* from Haverhill, 
who had an acceptable gift in prayer and exhortation. We 
went first to Freetown, Assonnet, and from there to Dart- 
mouth.” 3 
“The attention of the people there to hear the word was 
great, and an awful solemnity rested on the people while 
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hearing the word.” 
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_ A glorious revival of religion took place there, and spread 
__in yarious directions. (From page 372.) 


** From the spring of 1807 to November I spent the greater 
. part of the time in New-Bedford, and the towns around, and 
__was constantly employed in preaching, writing and baptizing. 
: In that time, over four hundred were baptized by different ° 
preachers in that region. In Assonnet where I first visited, 
Elder Philip Hathaway,t who had been a Baptist, was re- 


- oe a 


* Tn the old burial ground, near the first Christian Meeting-House in Freetown, 

stands a handsome shaft of white marble, bearing this inscription : 
Frederick Plummer, born July 3d, 1787, died May 26, 1854. 
48 years minister of the gospel. 

+ Elder Philip Hathaway, or Hathway, as he used to write the surname, was an 
illegitimate son of Rachel Haskins, or Hoskins, and born Feb. 23, 1756. Rachel 
had been a servant in the family of Melatiah Hathway, Sen., of Taunton, whom she 
eharged with being the child’s father, and for which cause Philip took the name of 
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markably blest among the people after he determined ae @ 
live a free man. Many were converted there whom he =. 
baptized.” ex 

About two years earlier than this, when Mr. Smith was 
on his second visit to Freetown and Newport, as the guest 
of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., he records (on page 355): 

‘From Freetown I went in company with Job Peirce to 
Newport; ” and on page 357, ‘“‘ We enjoyed a blessing in the 
meetings at Newport, and on Monday returned to Freetown. 


Hathaway instead of Hoskins. (See grave-stone and record of sworn testimony of 
Rachel Hoskins.) | 

Elder Philip was by trade a carpenter, and while residing in Shutesbury was dea- 
con of the Calvinistic Baptist Church in that place. Removing to Middleboro’, now 
Lakeville, was ordained to the work of the ministry, and installed as Pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in Freetown, the installation services being performed under 
the shade of a large apple-tree that formerly stood in the door yard a little south 
of the present residence of his granddaughter, Mrs. Rachel Plummer, of Free- 
town. (Church record and tradition.) 

In 1807, as has been remarked, he changed his religious sentiments, and became 
a minister of the Christian denomination, and a few years later became a Sweden- 
borgian. . 

After the second change he was once listening to the Rey. Daniel Hix, of Dart- 
mouth, who was temporarily occupying Hathaway’s former pulpit, and addressing 
his late auditory in Freetown, when the eccentric Daniel is said to have made use of 
the following language, unmistakably directed particularly to his old co-worker in 
the ministry, and designed as a sharp thrust at his newly accepted and singularly 
visionary faith. 

“My brethren, Paul, the great apostle to the gentiles, was no ordinary kind of 
person, but, on the contrary, a very extraordinary man, a deep searcher after truth, 
profound thinker, and one whose acquirements caused him to take a high rank 
among the greatest scholars of the earth. And to this we may add, that he had by 
nature that desirable quality books fail to impart, and without which book-learning 
is to a person practically useless, viz., good common sense. It was such a man, my 
beloved brethren, that the everlasting God, in infinite wisdom, condescended to teach 
by visions and revelations, and whether in the body or out of the body I cannot tell, 
God knoweth, such an one was caught up into paradise even to the third heaven, — : 
where he heard unspeakable words which it is not-lawful for a man to utter, and Bi 
being neither child nor fool had the discretion and good sense to divulge no secret 
thus committed to his keeping. Now in this selection of an earthly depository for 
hidden treasure was the infinite wisdom of the all-wise God made manifest, for 
though to earthen vessels the treasures of grace are committed that the excellence of 
the power may be of God and not of men, it is to sound vessels not cracked ones, 
tight not leaky, and those properly formed, that stand and remain right side up, 
neither capsizing or spilling over. But alas, in these latter days, have arisen up 
teachers who would have us believe that God is not ever the same, and that in the : 
economy of his grace he has tried an experiment of doubtful propriety, by calling 
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The third day of July, 1805, I preached at a mecting-house* 


-In Middleboro’ to a large and solemn assembly. 


** Dr. Hathaway, who had been a deist, attended several 
meetings before this and felt his unbelief shaken. At this 
meeting he viewed himself undone without a Saviour. The 
next morning I went to his house, and found him walking 
in his parlor, and saying, I am undone. 

“That day he set out to visit a sick person in Berkley, 
and on the plain was so weighed down with a sense of his 
situation, that he stopped his horse, kneeled down by the 
wall in the road, and prayed the Lord to have mercy on 
him. He found peace in his mind, visited the sick, admin- 
istered medicine, recommended Christ, prayed with the sick 
person, and returned home a happy man. 

*« He was soon after baptized, and walked in newness of 
life, rejoicing in hope of a blessed immortality.” 

At the formation of the First Christian Baptist Church in 
Freetown (in 1807), Dr. Nicholas Hathaway was appointed 


one of the deacons, and continued in that office till 1817, 


when he left the town and removed with his family to Ohio, 
and settled near Milford Centre, in Union Township, Union 
County, where, in a church of the same faith and order, he 


- continued to officiate as a deacon. 


Anna, the first wife of Dr. Nicholas Hathaway, d. Sept. 


into the holy councils of the highest heaven, men of far less wit, discretion, experi- 
ence and learning than Paul possessed, and having not a tithe of his natural sense. 
And these being exalted above measure through the abundance of revelations, are 
blind to their own infirmities, and like children and fools glory in making a clean 
breast of all they have seen, heard or know.”’ 

Elder Philip Hathaway died in Freetown, June 14, 1839. Once, when a lad, he 
was met by w stranger on horse-back, who said ‘‘ whose boy are you?’’ and was 
quickly answered, ‘‘ Melatiah Hathaway's boy.’’ ‘* Well done,’’ said the stranger, 
“€ tis a wise child that knows its father,’’ and then handed the boy a silver dollar. 
That stranger to the boy was Melatiah Hathaway, Sen., of Taunton. 

Elder Daniel Hix was born in Rehoboth, Nov. 30, 1755; died in Dartmouth, 
March 21, 1838, in the fifty-ninth year of his ministry. A handsome slab of white 
marble, bearing inscription, marks his grave in the cemetery at Hix’s Village, Dart- 
mouth, Mass. The village took its name from this eccentric but very able minister.. 


* This was probably the Pond Meeting-House in Lakeville. 
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28, 1822, aged 52 years, 9 months and 10 days, and was 


buried in their family cemetery on the Doctor's farm near 
Milford Centre, in Union County, Ohio, and her resting place | 


marked by suitable grave-stones bearing inscriptions. 

For a second wife Dr. Hathaway m. April 15, 1824, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Morton, the widow of David Morton. Her maiden 
name was Mitchell. By second wife was b. Anna Elizabeth, 
who married a Gillespie. She is an active, intelligent per- 
son, with a remarkably well-balanced mind, and worthy to 
bear up the names of those noble women, her mother and 


father’s first wife, whose memory may she long live to honor, 


and their virtues to perpetuate. Dr. Hathaway died Aug. 
24, 1848. Elizabeth, his second wife, died Feb. 15, 1863. 


Dr. Nicnotas Harnaway and wife Anna Perrce (No. 188) 
had: 


(751) Catherine, b. Sept. 21, 1796; d. Sept. 19, 1797. 
(See gravestone in Freetown, and Town Records.) 

(752) Elnathan P., b, Nov. 12, 1797; was fitted for Col- 
lege at Peirce Academy in Middleboro’, and graduated at 


Brown University, Providence, R. I. Studied law, and locat- — 
ed for practice in Assonet Village, Freetown, Mass., of 


which town he was an Assessor five years, Treasurer one 
year, Moderator of annual town meeting fourteen years, 
Representative to General Court five years, Senator one 
year, member of the Constitutional Convention of 1853, and 
Justice of Peace for Bristol County and Commissioner of 
Insolvency. Married Salome Cushman. He d. January, 
1858. (Mass. State Record, Freetown Records, and grave- 
stone. ) 

(753) Leonora, b. May 24,1799; never m.; d. in Ohio. 

(754) William R. P., b. Jan. 15, 1801; m. twice. First, 
1824, Louisa W. Pearce,-of East Taunton. She d. in Free- 
town, and he m. second, Caroline Loring, of Ohio. He d. 
in Ohio, Jan., 1858. First marriage ceremony was per- 
formed by Ebenezer Peirce, Esq., of Freetown (No. 191). 
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" (155) Joanna P., b. Sept. 16, 1806; m. 1824, Samuel 


Reed, of Licking, Ohio. Their son’ Nicholas died of a 


wound received in battle, fighting for the Union, in the late 
war of the rebellion. 

(756) Nicholas, b. May 20, 1808; d. May 30, 1813. 
_ (See grave-stone in Freetown.) 

(757) Elias, b. Feb. 10, 1810; m. Lydia Ann Burnham, 
of Conn., and afterwards of Union, Ohio. He d. in 1848, 
and she m. Wood. Elias was a farmer. 

(758) Catherine, b. Aug., 1811; m. Patrick Rice, of 
Ohio. He isa farmer. 

(759) Ebenezer P., b. Jan. 20, 1813; m. Mary Hop- 
kins, of Union township, Union County,O. He d. in Cali- 
fornia about 20 years since. 


Lucy Peirce (No. 189), 


Fourth daughter and sixth child of Capt. Job Peirce 
(No. 59) and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. Dec. 18, 
1771, being just two years to a day younger than her sister 


Anna (No. 188). She was in early life an unusually active, 
sprightly girl, with an excessive flow of animal spirits, 


which but for her good sense and good breeding would have 
made her appear rude. Inheriting a remarkably strong 
constitution, and being from infancy provided with healthy 
_ food in proper quantities and at proper times, healthy cloth- 
ing, healthy exercise, with wholesome regulations, it is no 
wonder that she came to be called wild, and was wild so 
far as that term can be applied, without implying any touch 
or tinge of immorality ; for in morals she was ever above 
reproach or suspicion. In her were happily blended her 
father’s noble generosity of heart and her mother’s activity 
of brain. 

_ She once came near sustaining an irreparable injury from 


i - the mischievous pranks of her younger brother (Ebenezer), 


a who nearly resembled her in his mirthful and fun-loving 
propensities, that not unfrequently led him into difficulty, 
22 
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and sometimes of a very serious nature. So sane was his 
temptation to participate in sport, that he could not resist — 


an opportunity, though at the very great risk of most disas- as | 


trous consequences. 


Lucy had gone to a neighbor’s house, and was neal a 


to return home in the evening, and in anticipation of that 
return this brother procured a white sheet in which he 
shrouded himself, and mounting upon stilts, stood leaning 
against a tree, the foliage of which skirted her pathway and 
partially obscured him from view. As the unsuspecting 
girl approached, he purposely betrayed his presence by a 
deep groan, that did not fail to attract her attention and 
cause her to look at the hideous object in ghostly white and 
of gigantic stature, that now stalked forth, and in the dim 
light of the moon, with long and awkward strides, pursued 
her rapidly retreating figure. 

Fear, or rather terror lent such speed to her flight, that 
she quickly distanced him and gained her father’s house, 
where he, after disposing of shroud and stilts, with forced 
soberness of face immediately followed. But he had no 
sooner entered than his affected soberness became a sorrow- 
ful reality, and at the risk of the punishment that he desery- 
ed and would probably receive when found out, he was but 
too glad to -confess all as a means of restoring his sister to 
her senses; for reason had nearly vacated its throne, and 
the shock was so great that for a time they justly feared she 
~would become a eonited maniac. 

On the 19th of February, 1795, she was united in mar- 
riage with the Hon. William Bourne, of Middleboro’, a son 
of Capt. Abner,* or perhaps better-known as Deacon Ab- 
ner Bourne of that town; and on the 27th of September, 


* Abner Bourne was admitted to membership in the First Church in Middleboro’, 
Dec. 1, 1782 ; chosen Deacon June 8, 1796; committed suicide May 25, 1806. In 


the 2d Company of local militia of Middleboro’ he was commissioned Ensign May — 


9, 1776 ; promoted to Lieutenant April 8, 1778, and Captain June 2, 1780. Com- 
manded that company on a short expedition to Rhode Island in the war of the 
Revolution. fig 
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P1829, she was admitted to membership in the First Church 


in Middleboro’ —a time-honored institution, that was origi- 
nally gathered Dec. 26,1694; and she was dismissed to the 
Central Congregational Church of M. in 1848, in which 


she continued until her death. Both these Churches were 


Trinitarian Congregational. 

Lucy Peirce was in many respects a very remarkable 
woman—persevering industry with strict economy, no less 
than noble generosity, being marked traits in her character ; 
and those charitable institutions which for support depend 
mainly upon the free gifts of generous hearts and open 
hands, in her death suffered a great loss, as did also the 
gospel ministry, for the sustaining of which she was a libe- 
ral, constant and cheerful giver. Few persons, either men 
or women, are so richly possessed with the faculties to ac- 
quire property, to save it when acquired, and at the same 
time with the disposition of heart and discretion of mind 
to bestow generously and wisely in acts of charity. Her 


husband at his death (that preceded hers about fifteen years) 


was ranked, and justly so, among the most wealthy men 
of Middleboro’, and yet he was heard to say that he never 
should have accumulated anything but for the advice and 
influence of his wife. 

In her decease, that occurred Dec. 2, 1859, her family 
lost an able adviser, the causes of virtue and religion a libe- 
ral supporter, and the human race a true and ever faithful 
friend. 

Hon. William Bourne was a man considerably above the 
medium stature, and withal quite fleshy, being of a com- 
manding size, form and figure. As an officer of the mili- 
tia he must have made a fine appearance. To gratify curi- 
osity, he once went to look at several natives from some of 


the sea islands, and soon found that they were equally inte- 


rested in him; and after feeling of his legs and arms, and 
carefully surveying his large and well-proportioned body, 
they exclaimed, ‘“‘ You in our country you be king.” He 
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laughed whenever he repeated this story, particulate as he 
said that in the country where he could have been a mon- 


arch, to be fat was deemed a virtue, and he would not have 


been selected for any properties of mind, strength or extent of 
intellect, but the uncommon weight of his body; a country 


where not a majority of votes, but the overplus of pounds — 


avoirdupois turned the scale in popular elections. 
On the 16th of June, 1794, a company of militia cavalry 
was organized in the 4th Regt. of Plymouth Co. Brigade. 


Nearly or quite all the members of this company resided in ~ 


the Old Colony towns of Middleboro’ and Rochester. Hushia 
Thomas, of Middleboro’, was commissioned Captain, and 
William Bourne made a Sergeant. At the first promotion 
of officers, Sergeant William Bourne was at one step elevat- 
ed from a non-commissioned officer to Captain, his commis- 
sion bearing date of May 22, 1797. This company, and 
another of like arm raised in the Bridgewaters, were made 
a squadron of cavalry, of which the highest officer was a 
Major. Isaac Lazell, Jr., of Bridgewater, had held the com- 
mission of Major of this squadron from July, 1794, and 


upon his retiring, Capt. William Bourne was promoted and - 


commanded as a Major from Sept. 12, 1803, until 1807. 
Elias Dunbar and Joseph Sproat successively held the office 
of Adjutant under Major William Bourne, and Gideon How- 
ard of Bridgewater, and Thomas Bennett of Middleboro’, 
were Captains. Brigadier General Israel Fearing, of Ware- 
ham, commanded the Brigade to which this squadron be- 
longed, and Major General Nathaniel Goodwin, of Ply- 
mouth, headed the Division. 

Just one month after Major Bourne’s election to the com- 
mand of the squadron, or battalion as it may then have 
been called, the entire Brigade were brought together pursu- 
ant to the following orders : — 
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* Division Orders. 
*‘ HEAD Qrs., PLymMouTH, 27 August, 1803. 
_“ Brigadier General Fearing is ordered to parade with his Brigade, 
‘ including Cavalry and Artillery, for review, inspection and discipline, 
3 near the widow Dunbar’s, in Halifax, on Wednesday, 12 Octr. next, 
at 9 o'clock, A.M., compleatly equiped with arms, accoutrements, 
and eight rounds of sporting cartridges. 

** The Commander in Chief it is expected will review the Brigade, 
and the Major General flatters himself the Officers and Soldiers will 
conduct with that martial spirit, order and subordination which they 
before display’d on a similar occasion. 

*¢ By order the M. Gen’l 5 Divis’n. 
(Signed) N. Haywarp, A. D. C.” 


** Brigade Orders. 
*HEap Qr., WAREHAM, Sept. Ist, 1803. 
“In pursuance of the foregoing Division Orders, and to carry the 
same into effect, the General of Brigade directs the Officers command- 
ing Regt’s and Battalions in 1st Brigd. 5th Div’n, to parade with their 
_ respective commands at the time and place therein mentioned. 
ee Punctuality is the mainspring of military subordination. He re- 
commends that each commanding officer appoint his alarm post so 
___near the parade as to enable him to lead on his command at the ap- 
pointed moment. For the order and regulation of the day, reference 
may be had to Brigade Orders 29 August and 9 Sept., 1799, part of 
which will probably be attempted. If any other arrangements are 
‘made they will be seasonably communicated. 
ere Order, 
(Signed) W. Jackson, B.. Major.” 


His Excellency Caleb Strong was then Governor of Mas- 
sachusetts, and as such of course was the Commander-in- 
Chief whom they expected to review these troops. 

The 1st Brigade then consisted of four regiments of In- 
 fantry, a squadron or battalion of Cavalry and a battalion 
3 of Artillery, and was officered as follows : — 

; Ist Reg’t. John Thomas, of Kingston, Lt. Col. Com- 
_ mandant; Zaccheus Bartlett and George Russell, Majors. 
fe 20% 
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2d Reg’t. Charles Turner, of Scituate, Lt. Col. Com- ( 
mandant; Nathaniel Sylvester and John James, Majors, on 


Samuel Ellis, Adjutant. 


3d Reg’t. Sylvanus Lazell, of Bridgewater, Lt. Col i 


Commandant; Caleb Howard and James Barrell, aie 
and Hector Orr, Adjutant. 
4th Reg’t. Abiel Washburn, of Middleboro’, Lt. Col. 


Commandant; Peter Hoar, of Middleboro’, and Roland — ; 


Luce, of Rochester, Majors, and Cyrus Keith, Adjutant. 

Squadron of Cavalry. William Bourne, of Middleboro’, 
Major, and Elias Dunbar, Adjutant. 

Battalion of Artillery. Joseph Thomas, e Plymouth, 
Major, and William Hammatt, Adjutant. 

Of a court martial whereof Brigadier General Bates was 
President, and begun and held at Bridgewater in October, 
1805, and at Plympton in February, 1806, Major William 
Bourne wasamember. At this court was tried Albert Smith, 
Fsq., Captain of the Hanover Artillery company, charged 
with disobedience of orders and neglect of duty. Capt. Smith 
was a very prominent man in his time, and held the office of 
high sheriff for Plymouth County. He in this instance was 


probably more sinned against than sinning, and the light — 


sentence of the court showed that they entertained that 
opinion. 

As a Justice of the Peace for Plymouth County, Major 
Bourne was appointed in or near 1816, and about 1824 
made a Justice of Quorum. He was also a Special Justice 
of the Court of Sessions, an office corresponding to that 
now known as County Commissioner, and in 1820 elected 
to a seat in the State Senate. For several years he was 
engaged in merchandise at Middleboro’,* from which he re- 
tired to his large, productive and valuable farm, then on the 
outskirts of the Four Corners Village, but now in part 


* Of the firm of Washburn, Bourne & Peirce, and afterwards Bourne & Peirce. 
} Hon. William Bourne and his brother-in-law Gen. Washburn were leading 


spirits in the Plymouth County Agricultural Society, and coadjutors of Rey. Morrill — 


Allen and Major Horace Collamore of Pembroke. 
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aa : 
covered by some of the most elegant residences of which 
the town can boast, as also with humbler dwellings of me- 
_ chanics and laborers, made necessary by the thrift and 
growth of the place. 
a Being as he was a Federalist, he could not have been 
expected to receive many offices from the notoriously Demo- 
cratic town in which he lived, but their appreciation of the 
man is all the better shown by the places of honor and trust 
that they did sometimes confer upon him, as his political 
party was hopelessly in the minority. 
Hon. William Bourne died at his residence (that stood on 
the spot where he was born), Dec. 10, 1845. 


Hon. Wit11am Bourne and wife Lucy Petrcz (No. 189) had: | 


(760) Mercy, b. Oct. 5, 1795; m. Dr. Arad Thompson, 
of Middleboro’. He was commissioned Adjutant of 4th 
Regiment, Ist Brigade, 5th Division Mass. Militia in 1817, 
and served in that capacity until 1851, a period of about 
thirteen years. Represented the town of Middleboro’ in the © 

| General Court at Boston for the year 1825; was a Justice of 
Peace for Plymouth County, and had quite an extensive medi- 
cal practice in Middleboro’. He was received to member- 
ship in the First Church in Middleboro’ (Trinitarian Cong.), 
Noy. 23, 1823. He died of erysipelas, April 22, 1843, 
aged 56. His wife died from the same disease in 1843. 

(761) Louisa, b. Dec. 18, 1800; m. 1824, Alexander 
Wood, Esq., attorney at law, who settled for practice at 
Hanover Four Corners, Plymouth Co., Mass., but after- 
wards became a trader at that place. He was fitted for 
College at Peirce Academy in Middleboro’, and graduat- 
ed at Brown University, Providence, R. I.,in 1816. Son 
of Ichabod Wood, of M., and b. Nov. 5, 1796; d. very sud- 
denly at H., Dec. 17, 1867. Louisa now resides in Middle- 
boro’; is a member of the First Church in that. town, to 

which she was admitted Oct. 19, 1823, and is a subscriber 
to this historical and genealogical sketch. 
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Major Lryr Petrce (No. 190), 

Third son and seventh child of Capt. Job Peirce (No. 59) 
and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. in Middleboro’, now 
Lakeville, Mass., Oct. 1, 1778, and m. Dec. 18, 1795, Sally, 
a daughter of Capt. Abner Bourne, of M.; from which it 
will be seen that a double knot was tied between the Peirce 
and Bourne families the same year—Hon. William Bourne, 
a brother of Major Levi Peirce’s wife, having taken to wife 
Major Levi Peirce’s sister. 

Levi Peirce (No. 190) was probably named for his mo- 
ther’s brother, Capt. Levi Rounsevill, of East Freetown, 
Captain of the company of ‘“‘ minute men” from that town, 
which promptly responded to their country’s call on the ever 
memorable 19th of April, 1775; and also a Captain in the 
9th Regiment of the Continental Army in the Revolutionary 
war, one of the Committee of Correspondence, Inspection 
and Safety for Freetown in 1776, Representative to General 
Court in 1784, a Selectman in 1787, and who died in Free- 
town, Jan. 3, 1815. 

Soon after Levi Peirce had entered his fifteenth year, his 
sister Elizabeth was united in marriage with Gen. Abial 
Washburn, with whom Leyi ere long went to live, and in 
whose family he made his home during the remaining years 
of his minority, serving as a clerk in the store of this bro- 
ther-in-law, and meriting and receiving. the approbation of 
his employer for the skilful and faithful performance of 
requisite duties. | 

On attaining to his majority he received from his father 
the sum of one thousand dollars with which to start in busi- 
ness for himself, and opened a store in that venerable pile, 
the ‘“‘old Morton House;” this store being on the lower 
floor and north side in the first addition, while his family, 
then consisting of a young wife, occupied a tenement on the 
second floor of the same part on the south side, where, in 
an ‘“‘upper chamber,” hallowed by the memories of two hun- 


OLD MORTON FIOUSE IN MIDDLILEBOROUGH, 


Taken down in 1870. 
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dred years, and on Sunday, the 20th of November, in the 
year of grace 1796, their eldest daughter Elizabeth Rounse- 
vill was born. Robert B. Thomas, the old prognosticator, 
in making calculations for his almanac of that year, placed 
Noy. 20 under the happy prediction, 


‘¢ Pleasant for a few days.”’ 


And doubtless it so proved to these youthful parents in con- 
templation of their new acquisition ; and those of us who 
have known that infant, now advanced to more than dig 
score and ten years, can add, ever 

‘¢ Very pleasant hast thou been.’’ 


And as we have given a specimen of the truth that charac- 
terized Robert the weatherwise, we will also add his poetry 
for that same autumnal month : 


‘‘ The swains the fireside now improve 
For social converse and for love ; 
The lasses too join in the throng, 
With merriment and sprightly song.”’ 


From the old Morton House Levi Peirce removed his 
family to a house of his own then standing near the town 
house at court end, and had a store of goods in a part of 
the same building. 

He next became a partner in trade with Gen. Abial Wash- 
burn and Major William Bourne, under the name of Wash- 
burn, Bourne & Peirce, and they carried on business in the 
building at the Four Corners, formerly known as “Old 
Store’’ (recently burned); and subsequently with Major 
Bourne, Gen. Washburn haying gone to ‘“ Muttock,” and 
at a later period with his brother Peter H. Peirce. Levi 
Peirce and brother traded in the building still standing on 
the north-east corner, at the Four Corners Village so called. 

As a Representative from Middleboro’ to the General 
Court at Boston, Levi Peirce was chosen for the years 1805, 
6, “7, 8 and 9, and was elected as a delegate to the Con- 
 gtitutional Convention of 1820, and held the commission of 
a Justice of the Peace for Plymouth County about twenty- 


262 THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


eight years. He was Postmaster when there was only one 
post-office in Middleboro’, then including the present town — 
of Lakeville, and held that appointment about mated Ww 


years. 
Upon the regimental staff of his brother-in-law (Gen. 


Washburn, then Colonel of the 4th Regiment) Levi Peirce 


held the appointment of a non-commissioned officer, viz., 
Sergeant Major, whose duty it is to assist the Major in the 
movements of the left wing of a regiment. Field Officers, 
viz., the Lieutenant Colonel Commandant, the senior and 
junior Major, were then, as the Colonel, Lieut.-Colonel and 
Major are now, elected by a majority of the votes of the 
Captains and Lieutenants of the companies composing the 
regiment. Levi Peirce was not therefore an elector, and 
the militia system being popular among the thirty or more 
company officers to each regiment who were electors, doubt- 
less there were several who desired promotion, and it was 
a circumstance almost or quite unprecedented, when he on 
the 8th of June, 1809, was promoted at one step from the 
non-commissioned office of Sergeant, to Major of the 4th 
Regiment. 

Three years later Levi Peirce was promoted to Senior 
Major, an office corresponding to that of Lieut.-Colonel, 
which rank those holding that place now bear. In the lat- 
ter position he performed four years duty in the local militia. 
It was while he held this commission that the last war with 
England was waged, and he was detailed to command, and 
did command, a battalion of the Coast Guard, stationed at 


New Bedford, for the defence of that post and Fairhaven 


against the incursions of soldiers and marines of the British 
army and navy then on board an English man-of-war that 
for some time blockaded the harbor. 

After performing seven years’ duty as a field officer, viz., 
three years as junior and four years as senior Major of 4th 
Reg’t in the local militia, and also the duties required as a 
battalion commandant in the Coast Guard in actual warfare, 
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Es he resigned and obtained an honorable discharge. The cen- 
_ sus of the town of Middleboro’ in 1820 was taken by him. 


Major Levi Peirce and wife were baptized by immersion, 
Nov. 7, 1824, and at that date they were also admitted to 
membership in the Fourth Calvinistic Baptist Church in 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville, Mass., of which church he was 
on the 27th of May, 1826, made a Deacon. They were 
dismissed to the Central Baptist Church in M., Aug. 10, 
1828, where they continued through life. 


Maj. Ley Perrce (No. 190) and wife Sarty Bourne had: 


(762) Elizabeth R., b. Nov. 20,1796; m. Dec. 7, 1816, 
Allen Thacher, of Rochester, Mass. She was a member of 
the Fourth Baptist Church in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, 
from which she was dismissed to the Central Baptist Church 
in M. 

(763) Sally, b. Jan, 24, 1801; m. in 1819, Elisha Tuck- 
er, of M. They were baptized by immersion, September 19, 
1823, and on the 29th of the same month were received to 
membership in the Fourth Baptist Church in Middleboro’ 
(now Lakeville), from which they were dismissed to the 
Central Church in Middleboro’, Aug. 10, 1828. She died 
Oct 17,1865. He received the appointment of Paymaster 
of the 4th Reg’t in the local militia of Plymouth County, 
with the rank of Lieutenant; and bearing date of Sept. 1, 
1817, from which on the 25th of Sept., 1826, he was pro- 
moted to Aid-de-Camp to Brigadier General Ephraim Ward, 
with the rank of Captain; and May 28, 1827, to Brigade 
Major and Inspector, with the rank of Major, and held the 
last commission until 1830. 

(764) Mary, b. 1809; m. Maj. Ethan Earle, of Bruns- 
wick, Me. Shed. Dec. 31, 1844. His title of Major was 


_ derived from having held an appointment on the staff of a 


militia General in Maine. 


(765) Abby, b. June 26, 1822; m. Henry E. Lincoln, 


of Boston, They reside in Philadelphia. 


le Sie R Salas hE on as, | 
‘ “ie . ahh, 4 2 


264 THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


Dinbon Job Peirce, late of Middleboro’, deceased, we the 7 : 
supposed was an adopted son of Maj. Levi Peirce; but we ‘ a 


effect such adoption, ee are assured by Mrs. Thacher (No. 4 
762) that such steps never were taken. He could hardly 
have received greater consideration or more marked atten- a 
tion and kindness from Major Peirce, had all the forms of 
law been observed; and we are constrained to think that — 
Major Peirce did indeed regard him in the light of and — 
as an adopted son. Job Porter, or Job Peirce, as he was — 
afterwards called, was a son of Sally Porter of Freetown, 
and born in that town, Oct. 11, 1797. : 

On or about the time of attaining to his majority, he be- 
came a resident of Middleboro’, and in 1823 was baptized 
by immersion and admitted as a member of the Fourth Bap- 
tist Church in M., of which he was made a Deacon in or 
near 1828. Was also Captain of the Light Infantry com- 
pany known as the Middleboro’ Gyensdiges from April 24, 
1827, to April 25, 1829. Had been Lieut. from Sept. 9, 1823. 

The remains of Maj. Levi Peirce were interred ina burial — 
ground on the northerly side of the highway leading from 
the Four Corners Village in Middleboro’ to Taunton, not. — 
- far from the railroad station, and his grave marked by a 
finely finished marble slab bearing the following inscription : 


DEACON 
LEVI PEIRCE 
DIED 
Ave. 22, 1847 
Acep 74 Years. 
At his own expense 
he built the Meetinghouse of the 
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
in Middleborough and liberally endowed it, 
and remained Deacon of the same from the 
time of its formation till his death, a term of 
twenty years, 
Useing the office of Deacon well. 


The righteous shall be had in 
everlasting remembrance. 


PS es oN Lagi vite DIN 5 mace twee 
OLD FARM HOUSE OF CAPT. JOB PHLBEOD, 
7 
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Sally, the wife of Major Levi Peirce, died Feb. 23, 1858, 
_ aged 75 years. Her remains rest beside those of her hus- 
band, and her grave is marked by suitable stones bearing an 
inscription. 


EBENEZER Perrce (No. 191), 


Fourth son and eighth child of Capt. Job Peirce (No. 59) 
and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was born (in the old farm- 
house still standing upon the homestead of the father, and now 
owned by the writer) on Thursday, the 26th of May, 1775, 
that date being thirty-seven days after the battle of Lexington, 
and twenty-one days before the battle of Bunker Hill, and 
was consequently troublesome times in the land of his nati- 
vity, and particularly so to the family to which . he belong- 
ed, as the father had openly avowed himself for. the coun- ~ 
try and against Parliament and the King, and had, at the 
alarm of April 19, promptly responded to his country’s first 
call, with arms to defend in deadly combat the DENG he 
had dared to advocate. 

The somewhat doubtful experiment was het being ies 
to see if the colonists could raise and sustain an army that 
should successfully resist the trained legions of. veteran sol- 
diers certain to be sent to America to enforce the aggressive 
policy of the mother country, and. unless ‘this could be done 
Capt. Job Peirce and his three brothers,* and Capt. Levi 
Rounsevill, a brother of his wife, might reasonably expect 
imprisonment, or death, and probably confiscation of property, 
disfranchisement and political disgrace to themselves, with 
penury to their wives and families of little ones. Doubtless 
the mother of this new-born babe most bitterly realized that 
prediction of the Scripture, which saith: ‘‘ Wo unto them 
that are with child and to them that give suck in those days, 


* Capts. Abial, Henry and Seth Peirce, all like himself Captains in the patriot 
army of the Revolution. Capt. Job and three brothers and brother-in-law were not 
_ like many who took the patriot side, with every thing to gain and nothing to lose ; 
they had houses and lands, wives and children, nor least of all, respectable positions. 
in society. 
23 
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for there shall be great distress in the land and wrath upon 
this people.” 4 

As has been remarked, he was christened John to bear 
up the name of his father’s eldest brother (No. 56), and he 
told the writer that he continued thus to be called till he 
was not only old enough to know that was his name, but 
also of sufficient age to remember the fact. 

It was near the close of the second year of the revolu- 
tionary war, that Ebenezer Peirce, a younger brother of 
Capt. Job, while serving as a private soldier in the ranks 
of the patriot army, lost his life; and this young man be- 
ing unmarried, Capt. Job seemed to have felt it his duty to 
do something to perpetuate his martyred brother's name. 
But as their two next children were daughters, some four 
years passed without the desired opportunity, and as his 
brother Capt. Henry Peirce had already given to his son 
(b. Nov. 21, 1777) the name of that brother, Capt. Job con- 
cluded to change the name of his then youngest son from 
John to Ebenezer, thus making circumstances, instead of be- 
ing discouraged, thwarted or governed by them. 

Of the fifteen children born to Capt. Peirce and wife, and 


of which eleven lived to attain their majority, no one gave ~ 


to these parents such cause of painful anxiety as did this 


their fourth son, by the recklessness of his conduct — the 


martial discipline of the father proving in his case a most 
complete failure, and the inventive mind of the mother giv- 
ing up in despair for lack of another expedient. What 
he desired to do that would he do, though punishment was 
certain to follow. 

He was not intentionally vicious, but his love of fun often 
led him to do serious injury to the victims of his sport, a 
few specimens of which we will now add to the one already 
given. 

Upon his father’s farm, and at a considerable distance 
from the highway, stood an old house, of which the diamond 
glass, dilapidated gables and antique finish gave ample proof 
hah done many long years of service ere 
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** The days when George the Third was King.”’ 


This house was said to have once been occupied by a man 
who sold himself to the devil, and after enjoying the plea- 
sures of such a sin for a season, his master and owner took 
’ him away; and when last seen he was being carried by the 
hair of his head in the unyielding hands of the prince of 
darkness, as he went flying through the air high above one 
of those fine sheets of water that afterwards gave a name 
to that locality.* But what had once been a stately resi- 
dence was now the humble dwelling of a common laborer, 
who was for forty years employed by Capt. Job Peirce to 
assist in the duties of an husbandman, and earning barely 
enough to feed and clothe his large and still rapidly increas- 
ing family, and whose family name, though applied to one 
_ of the most aristocratic streets in New York, has in the Old 
Colony ever been the synonym of poverty. He was a man 


whose 
‘* Hours in cheerful labor flew, 
Nor enyy nor ambition knew.”’ 


¢ 


_—_ At this house and among these ignorant people the most - 


exciting theme for an evening’s entertainment was stories of 
witches, wizards, supernatural sights and sounds, in which, 
however, they were not far behind the wealthier and more 
liberally educated of that superstitious age ; and when other 
children of this boy’s years were too frightened to venture 
a look behind them in the evening, or dare to go to bed in the 
dark, he gave boldly out that he was himself a conjuror, 
and possessing the power of raising the devil, and had half 
persuaded the mother that such was the fact by pretending 
to charm a small bird that sat on the high limb of a tree, 
and telling her he held it by the power of incantation, invit- 
ed her to throw stones and sticks at it, as she did in a vain 
effort to make it fly, as it could not do, being securely fas- 
tened to the limb with a string too small for her at that dis- 
tance to discover. ‘This circumstance she related to her 


—__—. 


_ * That part of Middleboro’ set off in 1853, made a new town, and called Lakeville. — 


as Pe) 


, 
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husband, Downing (for that was his name), who like many 
men of far higher pretensions, grew angry in just the pro- | 
portion that he found himself lacking the powers to assign 
a cause for what to him, despite his efforts at reasoning, i 
remained a mystery, and henceforth that boy, while in 
Downing’s dwelling, was not allowed to exercise his usual 
ain of speech, but as soon as he attempted to lead off 
in a story of the marvellous, was brought to a sudden pause _ 
by Downing’s sharp reproof, “ Stop that, stop that, I say, or 
go home. Il have none of it here.” 
But an opportunity to be revenged upon old Downing and 
frighten Mrs. Downing and the large family of little Down- 
ings out of half the few wits they possessed, ere long 
presented itself and was readily improved by the boy; for 
being ina swampy piece of ground he saw a wounded heron, 
a bird not often seen even then, and this being too seriously 
hurt to fly, was secured and secretly conveyed to the garret 
of Downing’s dwelling, where it was confined in an empty 
. barrel having but one head. 

_ That evening the boy was at Downing’s, and before the — 
latter had time to check him, told the family he had now 
made such progress in the black art, that he could, and if 
they desired it, would, call the devil immediately before the 
whole household, in the form of any beast or bird they 
should elect. One child suggested a lion or tiger. ‘ Yes,” 
said he, ** I'll have him here in either form, and in less than 
five minutes ; but woe to all unbelievers, for he will quickly 
destroy them, and your father will have to die.” ‘* Out, out 
upon ye,’ shouted old Downing as he drove the boy from 
the room in which they were sitting, and who took refuge 
in that from which the stairs led to the garret. 

Downing now resumed his seat, while the children began 
to gather around the apparently discomfited conjuror, who 
softly whispered, ‘‘ Get a candle and go with me into the gar- 
ret, and I'll raise the devil before your father has time to 
interfere ;” and the boys and girls of that large family 
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fi were soon seen standing in a group near the head os the 


stairs in Downing’s garret, dimly lighted by a tallow can- 
dle one of the oldest girls had procured and held in her 
hand, and all save the conjuror observing strict silence as 
he had enjoined upon them to do, while he was performing 
an incantation to bring the evil spirit in a form to astonish 
rather than terrify. 

Taking his position in the middle of the garret, so as to 
stand between the spectators and the barrel containing the 
ill-looking bird, he with chalk drew a large circle upon the 
floor, and this he embellished with figures unintelligible to 
himself as to every one else, keeping up at the same time a 
low muttering. 

While thus engaged, he heard Downing and his wife leave 
the room where they were sitting and come upon the gar- 
ret stairs, and stop when high enough to see what he was 
doing, when he suddenly started up and pointing to the roof 
higher than their heads and behind the group at the top of 
the stairs, in a very solemn tone of voice said, ‘‘ There 
he comes!” when all turned and looked intently in that direc- 
tion to see from what hole, crack or crevice the evil spirit 
was issuing, at which the boy nimbly turned up the barrel, 
and the awkward bird came out, when in the same tone he 
said, ‘‘ and here he comes!” which brought all eyes in that 
direction to see what few if any of them had ever seen be- 
fore, and none could think how, save by a supernatural 
agency, it got into their own garret. The girls shrieked, and 
she that held the candle fell fainting to the floor, and the 
light dropping from her hand went out, leaving them all in 
total darkness, when boys and girls in direful confusion went 
rolling and tumbling down stairs, bringing up at the foot in a 
heap, at the bottom of which, sorely bruised, lay old Down- 
ing and wife. 

Taking advantage of the darkness and confusion, he 
caught the heron and threw it out of the garret window, 
and then coming down stairs, asked the company if they 

23* 
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were convinced ; it being plain to see that all were, and — 
none more thoroughly than old Downing, for an immediate — 
examination of their garret discovered no real bird, nor was 
such to be found near the house, for on being put out of 
the window it quickly fled to the forest, and, like Noah’s 

raven, never returned. 

Speaking of this circumstance many years after, he said, 
‘‘T could not have blamed wiser people for being frightened, 
that very ill-looking, long-legged, crooked-necked, hump- 
backed heron Be foriic his part so well ; indeed, no amount 
of training could have enabled it to do better, as with long 
and awkward but slow and apparently measured strides, 
with sorrowful look and solemn air it paced the floor of that 
old garret. I was in fact ashamed to think that I, who had 
acted a studied part, was to be thus eclipsed by this untu- 
tored bird, and began almost to feel that perhaps it was in- 
deed the real devil. But thoughts of the sound thrashing 
I should be certain to receive when the Downings told my 
father what I had done, which they were certain to do, as an 
excuse for leaving the house they now no longer dared to 
occupy, steadied my nerves; for nerves that could stand my 
father’s chastising rod were too well trained by terrible 
realities to be greatly disturbed by myths and shadows.” 

The cellar stairs to his father’s house were of stone, and 
the passage to the cellar high and broad, and in this roomy — 
place, on sundry wooden pegs, their flax, of which they 
raised a large quantity, when ready for spinning, was hung ; 
and this boy, as he started one evening with lighted candle 
in hand to go to the cellar, was told to be very careful, and, 
whatever he did, not to touch the fire to the flax. Had no 
caution been given, perhaps all would have gone well; but 
on closing the door and finding himself alone and unseen, 
he stopped short, and looking first at the flax and then at 
the fire, soliloquized, “I never saw flax burn; I do not 
know that it will burn. Whoever did see any flax burn? 
I do not even believe it will burn, and will touch the blaze 
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4 ‘of the candle a very little, only just to see if flax will burn ;’ 

and followed the conclusion by the act, when with a hast 
like powder all the flax was on fire, and the results of a 
great deal of labor speedily consumed —the combined efforts 
of the whole family barely succeeding in saving the house 
from destruction. 

A country lad in his early teens, who had never been con- 
taminated by the demoralizing influences of the vicious 
associations of a city, the many mad-cap adventures of this 
boy, of which these are only cited as specimens, might 
well cause his parents anxiously to ask what the end of 
these things would be. Fast horses soon became his ruling 
passion, and owning and driving fast horses led him into 
the company of horse-jockeys, and to trading horses, and as 
a result he not only spent all the money that he could earn,* 
but was actually in debt some three hundred dollars more 
than he could pay. 

It is not at all to be wondered at, ienditees that on his 
attaining to his majority, his father, as he handed him the 
thousand dollars (the portion each son of Capt. Job Peirce 
received at the age of twenty-one), prefaced the act with, 
J] give you this money, not expecting it will do you any 
good, or be otherwise than wasted, but because you are 
my son.” He took the money, as the parent continued : 
** You have now arrived at an age when the law supposes 
you capable, and says you are free to shape your own course 
in life, which by the way you almost always have done, 
whether capable or not. You are not only free from me, 
but I desire to be free from you, and you are informed 
that your services on my premises are no longer desired.” - 


be 


* Capt. Job Peirce used to allow his boys some opportunity to get iron ore, then 
plentifully obtained from the shoal parts of Assawomset Pond, and this they sold at 
at the Rounsevill furnace at East Freetown, and the income thus derived made 
them quite well to do for pocket money while in their minority. He also allowed 
them the free use of his team to haul the ore from the shore of the pond to the fur- 
nace ; and this son Ebenezer, while thus enjoying his father’s considerate kindness, 
was reckless enough to drive so as to cause one of the oxen to fall down in the yoke 
and die in the road. 
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‘* As I took the money,” said he many years after, ‘I 
formed a resolution, one of the best resolutions of my whole 
life, and the beginning of many other good resolutions that 
were absolutely required to enable me to redeem my charac- 
ter, and that first resolution was to prove my father, who 
had so confidently predicted the wasting of his gift, to be a 
false prophet. Whatever else I did, the seven hundred dol- 
lars left, after paying the debts I had contracted in non-age, 
should never be wasted. I would go hungry, cold and naked, 
if need be, to save that seven hundred dollars ;” and that 
resolution was religiously kept and as strictly performed. 

As one of the means of carrying out that resolution, fast 
horses had to be given up, and next the company of jockeys 
and the swapping of horses abandoned, and the subject of 
horses as an uppermost thought banished from the mind. 
A most thorough and radical reform was at that moment 
commenced and successfully carried on, being the result of 
that firm resolve to 


‘* Govern the passions with absolute sway, 
And grow wiser and better as life wears away.”’ 


And thus was he enabled most thoroughly ‘ to put off 
the former conversation, the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts, and put on the new man 
which after God is created in righteousness,” and to begin 
to ‘“‘ grow in grace” and knowledge. ? 

In contemplating these facts and circumstances, the wri- 
ter most readily sees why his father put such stress upon 
certain things as he did, and why his early instructions were 
what they were. of 

‘“Itis of no use whatever,” he would say, “for me to 
try, or your mother, or any body else; or indeed that the 
combined efforts of the whole world should be exercised in 
your behalf, unless you yourself shall also try.’ And he 
would continue, ‘“ If you do try you will ultimately succeed, 
even though you have little or no assistance, and though the 
world shall oppose. ‘To attain to any desirable position 
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is first to desire it, and then go to work and keep at work 


till the desire is accomplished.” 
So great was the reform that he was enabled to effect in 
himself, that he not only became deeply interested in for- 


warding reforms in others, but any person whatever in whom 


he discovered the least symptom of a desire to improve his 
or her condition was certain to enlist his ardent sympathy 
and secure his aid, his council and encouragement. He was 
very slow, however, to discover one fact, and that was that 
he possessed inherently to a great and uncommon degree 
the qualities that insure success; that though most others 
might discover as great desire as himself, very few possentey 
a tithe of his decision of character. 

Some one once said that the road to hell was paved with 
good resolutions, but of course these must have been bro- 
ken resolutions ; and in looking for the fruits of the reso- 
lutions of very many whom he sought to aid and encourage, 


_ he must have been reminded that it was no new thing under 


the sun for seed to fall on “stony places, where they had 
not much earth, and forthwith they sprung up because they 
had no deepness of earth, and when the sun was up they 
were scorched, and because they had no root withered away.” 

Elizabeth Rounsevill, the wife of Capt. Job Peirce, died 
when the son Ebenezer was a little more than fifteen years 
old, and before he had given any promise of or taken the 
first steps in that great reform already noticed. 

Her sickness, though exceedingly distressing and soon 
ending in death, did not deprive her of the free use of her 
senses and full control of the faculties of her mind. Twelve 
children, ranging in their ages from twenty-eight years to two 
years and two months, were brought together to bid their 
parent a last farewell, to receive her parting advice, her dying 
blessing, and one by one, as called by her distinctly by name, 


_ stepped to the bedside and received her hand, while with a 


calm clear voice she performed to them what she deemed to 


_ be a mother’s last sad duty. From the oldest to the young- 


_ 
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est, each had been called, each received his or her direc- 
— tions or advice, even the last embrace and kiss to the young- 
est had been given, but Ebenezer has not been called, his 
name has not been, nor will it be spoken by that distressed 
and dying mother, though he is conspicuously present, 
and none more sad and sorrowful. It would have been some 
comfort for him to believe that this was accidental, but not 
even that poor consolation was reserved for him. ‘The 
terrible fact could not be mistaken that it was especially 
intended. 

“That silent and worse than spoken reproof,” said he, 
‘T carried like a dagger in my heart, for I had always loved 
my mother, despite the trouble I had caused her, and for 
years after I could never think of this without such suffer- 
ing as it is difficult to express.” 

She evidently felt that her duty towards him had already 
been done, and if the line upon line she had laid down as 
his duty, and the precept upon precept that had thus far 
seemed to have been wasted, were still to be ignored, fruit- 
less would be words uttered even by one just entering the 
regions of the dead. But what remarkable self-control must 
that have been to enable a dying mother at such a trying © 
moment so to rule her sympathies and thus to subject all to 
the government of reason, and by her action express with 
the emphasis of seven-fold thunder, “ it is finished !” 

Capt. Job Peirce was not generally found wanting in that 
virtue which rendered so remarkable his illustrious name- 
sake of the land of Uz, but towards the foibles of this his 
fourth son he seems never to have exercised any great 
amount of patience, but ever to have regarded them as un- 
mitigated and wholly unnecessary annoyances, aggravations 
and troubles. 

What especially displeased the truly devotional old man 
was the levity with which this son treated sacred things ; and 
though he was a thorough believer in the use of the rod, 
and showed his faith therein by his works, he did not apply 
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; it in a passion, or as a means of venting angry feclings. 

_ But the frequency of occasion for its use upon this son, with 
the apparently useless results of its application, must have 
been to him a constant, long and very serious cause of anx- 
iety and trouble. 

No wonder, then, that the parent sometimes appeared to 
act hastily, and possibly did, and that he who was so con- 
stantly provoking chastisement should sometimes receive an 
‘undeserved blow. 

The old church edifice where, during many years in sum- 
mers heat and winter’s cold, Capt Job Peirce with his fami- 
ly were so punctual in their attendance at meeting on Sun- 
days, was situated several miles from his dwelling, and re- 
quired them to travel over a road none of the best even 

then, and to climb one long steep hill. Carriages were 
almost unknown, and one of the two horses Capt. Peirce 
kept was always used for himself in a saddle and his wife 
on a pillion behind him, to ride to church on Sunday, the 
wife carrying one of the youngest children in her lap. The 
other horse was ridden by two of the eldest daughters, one 
on a side-saddle and the other on a pillion, and the rest of 
the household, consisting of boys, girls and negro servants, 
trudged on foot. ‘In the sultry, dusty heat of summer,” 
said my father, ‘‘I felt excessively wearied with this Sab- 
bath day’s journey, and on arriving at the church would 
gladly have sought ‘nature’s sweet restorer, balmy sleep.’ 
And as I sat, sat still, as we children were required to do, 
and listened to that long, monotonous and prosy sermon, as 
I endeavored to do, it was almost impossible to drive sleep 
from my eyes or slumber from my eyelids. Once, in spite 
of myself, I fell asleep, and as I slept I dreamed, and being 
too weary to dream a pleasant and agreeable dream, I dream- 

ed one to me very unpleasant, disagreeable and horrible. 
_ And as I was struggling desperately but vainly as I thought, 
in the very jaws of impending death, I cried for help, cried 
only as one can cry that cries for his life, and the loud sono- 
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rous shout that I gave vent to, echoed and reéchoed from 
nave to ceiling, completely drowning in its volume and force 
that issuing from under the sounding board, and for the © 
first time probably during that religious exercise, tho- 
roughly awakening the entire congregation ; for saints com- 
pletely at ease in Zion, and sinners sleeping under the de- 
scription of a Calvinistic hell, were all suddenly on the alert 
and as fully aroused as if Gabriel’s shrill trumpet blast had 
sounded, ‘ Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead.’” 

But he was quickly brought to realize that there are other, 
if not indeed ‘‘ more things in earth than are dreamed of,” 
for before he had time to open his eyes or shut his mouth, 
a heavy slap on the face from his father’s flat hand sent him 
reeling almost off his seat. | 

As has been remarked on page 140 of this book, Capt. 
Job Peirce was a religious man, and ever through life an 
early riser; and it was his practice not only to be up before 
the sun, but at least half an hour earlier than any other 
member of his family, that thirty minutes might be devoted 
to meditation and secret prayer ; and thus for about half a 
century did he practically say, 

‘* Lord, in the morning thou shalt hear 
My voice ascending high ; 


To thee I will direct my prayer, 
To thee lift up mine eye. 


**Thus till my last expiring day 
Ill bless my God and King ; 
Thus will I lift my hands to pray, 
And tune my lips to sing.”’ 


As the writer has contemplated the life and character of 


that worthy patriot, that veteran in the army of the Lord, —~ 


he has felt that of a truth “The steps of a good man are 
ordered by the Lord, and he delighteth in his way. Though 
he fall he shall not be utterly cast down, for the Lord up- 
holdeth him in his hand.” 

And as I have reflected on the remarkable success in life 
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< of his large family, the singular good fortune attending 


. them, I have felt the force of that declaration of the Psalm- 


ist: “ I have been young and now am old, yet haye I not 
seen the righteous forsaken nor his seed begging bread.” 

Added to this practice of secret prayer, Capt. Job Peirce 
read the Bible to and prayed with his entire household ; wife, 
children, servants, white and black, bond* and free, and the 
stranger within his gates, all were called together to hear 
the same word, to supplicate at one family altar. 

It was upon one of these occasions that all were hushed 
in silence, attentively listening to the old gentleman as he 
read from the second chapter of the Book of Job and sev- 
enth verse : 

* So went Satan forth from the presence of the Lord and 
smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his 
crown.” 

In the old-fashioned type of the Bible he was using, the 
s and f were so near alike that one might be taken for the 
other, and Capt. Job was not a good reader at the best ; and 
instead of “sore boils” he read four balls ; when from 
the boy Ebenezer came a quick response — showing that he 
must have been rigidly attentive and also that he had detect- 
ed the error — “ That was a devil of a shot!” © 

Such characteristics in a son, one can most readily see, 
would be extremely distasteful to such a man as Capt. Job 
Peirce, but to whom it was reserved to live to see a marked 
change and happyreform. At the age of twenty-one years, 
the young man, as has been noticed, commenced that reform, 
but in only one particular, however, viz., that of saving his 
money. ‘This, however, was, from necessity, the parent of 
other equally desirable reforms, and without which that 
could not be successfully carried out. 

But all the necessary reforms were not effected at once. 
The world was not made in a day, nor were the many things 

* He owned two slaves, a male and a female, at the time slavery was abolished 


in Massachusetts. One of these, though set free, continued with him through life. 


24 


278 THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


necessary to constitute a complete world commenced the | 
same day. He had many evils yet to combat, and wisely 
decided-to meet them singly; and hence, to tell the whole 


truth, there ‘were yet in his life unpleasant circumstances to 


‘ 


contemplate, disagreeable facts to record. 

On finding himself a man in years, and free, and that he 
was free to suffer as well as to act for himself, he sought 
and found employment in the store of his brother, Major 
Levi Peirce, only eighteen months’ his senior; but this en- 
gagement, as might have been expected, was of short dura- 
tion ; for the junior had not suffered enough yet — had not 
tried his hand at enough of the needed reforms, or indeed 
learned sufficiently from unhappy experience what all these 
reforms were. 

It was not strange, therefore, to find his still untutored 
mind at that time to have run as it did in this channel — “ I 
had slept with, played with, worked, raced, quarrelled, 
fought and made up with this brother, from infancy. At 
table we had ever been seated together, and in early 
childhood ate soup from the same dish. We had always 
attended the same church, and were taught to observe and 
reverence the same illiberal Calvinistic creed, and worship 
the same nondescript God (he being, as they said, three, and 
still at the same time only one), and sometimes simultaneously 
appearing in the sanctuary wearing the same pair of Sunday 
breeches. In being born, an act for which others were 
mainly responsible, I had broken Levi's nose by causing him 
to be weaned that I might succeed him in monopolizing 
mother’s chief attention and receiving her sweetest kiss, 
together with that enviable and out-of-heaven unequalled 
seat of safety and satisfaction, mother’s lap. | 

‘‘To look up to and render that obedience due from me 
to him in our new positions, was entirely out of the ques- 
tion; for if the high and holy office of a prophet of the 
eternal God gains for one no honor in his own country and 
among his own kin, how could I, who had ever till now been 


THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 279 


ww ; 

my brother’s equal, at once demean myself as his faithful 
and humble servant?” 

His brother, Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., next offered to take 
him, take him on trial, and he accordingly went to Assonet 
Village in Freetown, where after serving awhile as a clerk, 
he asked that brother what compensation he would allow, 
and was flatly told, nothing whatever beyond his board, with 
the humiliating addition, ‘‘ father says even that is more 
than you were ever worth to him.” ‘Then I will serve for 
that,” was his ready reply; and as he told me many years 
after, ‘“‘ I resolved to serve him well, and for the next twelve 
months allowed no opportunity to make myself useful. to 
him or his interest to go unimproved.” The year 1797 had 
now airived, and Ebenezer Peirce had attained to the age 
of twenty-two years, and accomplished the year of service 
for which his board was to be his compensation, and his 
brother calling him aside, said, ‘‘ The term of your engage- 
ment has expired; you have done well, I am happy to say, 
‘yery well.” “Yes,” replied he, ‘‘ you are no more fully 
_ aware of that than myself. I meant to do well, and know 

that I have.” His brother continued: “If you will remain 

_ with me another year I will pay you something beyond your 

board bill.” “Yes,” said my father, “if I remain with 

you another year you will have to pay me for my services, 

and I have already made up in my mind what the amount 
of that compensation will be; and,’ continued he, “last 
year you made the whole bargain; this year I shall make — 
a part of it.” 

- The price that he demanded was a very large one for those 
times, and his brother had no sooner demurred than he said 
quickly, ‘“‘ No words need be wasted, no time lost in decid- 
ing. If Iam employed at all, that is the price, and now is 

_ the only opportunity.” ‘Then you will be engaged now,” 
said the elder, “for even at that price I cannot afford to 
_ dispense with the assistance you render.” 

To fully comprehend and understand how so great a 
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change and so much improvement could have been made 
in so short a time, one must take into consideration the fact 
that the person of whom we are speaking was in the prime 
of early manhood, with sound health, an iron constitu- 
tion, indefatigable energy, and possessing an unyielding, 
indomitable will. He was not of that vacillating type of 
mind and character that “resolves and re-resolves, yet dies 
the same,” but the farthest possible from it. With him, to 
resolve to do, was to do; and no amount of discouragement 
would cause him to abandon the project on which his mind 
had once become fixed. As an illustration of the extent of. 
this principle in his character, we will cite only a single 
circumstance of the scores that could be presented. 

Among the frequenters at the store where he was em- 
ployed, was aman who, sitting by the fire, would make use 
of vulgar expressions and bandy obscene jokes with his 
comrades while lady customers were making purchases at 
the counter. Seeking a proper opportunity, when no one 
else was present, Ebenezer Peirce told this man that at the 
next repetition of that offence he would give him a severe 
cow-hiding. At the first opportunity this man did repeat 
the offence with more aggravation than ever before, and the 
store had no sooner been cleared of the lady customers then 
present, than he took down a raw-hide and gave the man a 
most unmerciful beating; and the latter, terribly lacerated, 
made his way to a lawyer's office, where on showing his 
wounds he obtained abundant sympathy from the bystand- 
ers, and a warrant from the Justice for the apprehension of 
him who in the eyes of the law had committed an agegrayat- 
ed assault and battery. Seeing the warrant put into the 
hands of a sheriff, the man, encouraged by the abundant © 
sympathy his bruised back had enlisted in his behalf, to- 
gether with the general denunciation of the act, went back 
to the store to enjoy his triumph in seeing the arrest made ; 
and unfortunately for himself, arrived there before the sheriff, - 
and still more unfortunately told my father what he had 
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done, and that in a few moments he would as a criminal 


find himself in the hands of the officers of the law, and 


— 


‘a 


would have to pay dear for the personal injuries he had in- 


 flicted. But the triumph was of short duration, for seizing 


id 
tn, 


again the dreaded raw-hide, he dashed upon him with the 


fury of a demon, fully. satisfying the man that he was really 


in earnest when he said, ‘“‘ I much prefer answering for the 
crime of whipping you to death.”” ‘‘ Don’t strike me again !” 
shouted the man; ‘*‘ don't strike me again, and I will pay 
your fine and all the costs.” The whip was immediately 
hung up, the arrest submitted to, the trial held, fine and 
costs imposed, which my father promptly paid, and had no 
sooner received his discharge than he was reimbursed from 
the pocket of the complainant, who had got a severe thrash- 
ing and paid the fine and all the legal costs of the trans- 


. action. 


The power possessed or the position occupied by a person 


had little or no effect to deter Ebenezer Peirce, as the then 

wealthy and subsequently wealthiest man in Freetown once 
found, to his cost; for going into the store he engaged with 
q the former in an angry discussion, and in an impudent 


and overbearing manner give Peirce the lie; but had hardly 
time to articulate that short offensive word, when the heavy 


_ stroke of a strong oak yard-stick upon his head nearly felled 


him to the floor. 

Another year’s service in the capacity of a clerk was per- 
formed ; and this second year’s experience, added to his 
unabated zeal, had so increased his ability for usefulness, 


that his brother (Capt. Job Peirce, Jr.) proposed to dissolve 


his partnership with Mr. Josiah Paddock and promote Eben- 
ezer Peirce from clerk to a partner, which was early in the 
year 1798 accordingly done. 

As the writer of this family history was not so penny-wise 


and pound-foolish as to sell his father’s old account books 


when paper stock brought an exorbitant price, as it did dur- 
ing the late war of the rebellion, those depositories of facts, 
24* 
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of which the written evidence is now nowhere else to be 
found, are in his possession, and consulted to prove or 
disprove traditions pertaining to such facts that were 
communicated to him in childhood. From Day Book No. 
1, I learn that their business as partners commenced April 
20, 1798 ; at least, that is the date ofthe first charges, and 
in that book they are continued to and include August 13, 
1798—the latter date being upon next to the last page of 
that book, and on turning over to the last page find the fol- 
lowing : a | 
“f My'p coods are gone I know not where, 
Turn back these leaves and learn it there ; 
Friend Debtors all, whoe’er you be, come pay the former score, 
Or else my goods shall here remain and you shall have no more.’ 

: 7 his partnership formed with his brother Capt. Job Peirce, 
Jr. in 1798, was ended at the death of the latter, Sept. 22, 
1805, and must therefore have continued about seyen and 
a half years, and then for a time probably Ebenezer Peirce 
carried on business alone. 

Early in 1809* he formed a partnership in gute with 
Major J oseph Weaver (a brother of his wife), and they 


built and for a time occupied the large store standing : 


on the north-east corner at Assonet Four Corners, and now 
known as “Old Post-Office.” This partnership, like the 


former, was broken up by death. Major Joseph Weaver 
deceased Dec. 26, 1814. 


We next find Ebenezer Peirce associated and carrying on 
business with Robert Strobridge and Hercules Cushman, 
Esqrs., and at a later period in company with George Pick- 
ens, under the name of Peirce & Pickens.t 


* The first charges on the books of that firm were under date of Monday, May 15, 
1809. The last charge that appears in the hand-writing of Major Joseph Weaver, 
was under date of Thursday, Dec. 8, 1814; thus showing that his last sickness was 
of short duration, as he died on the 26th of that month. 


+ For evidence of the dates at which these partnerships existed, the writer is in- 
debted to the Justice Court Record of his grandfather, the late Col. Benjamin 
Weaver, before whom they brought actions for the collection of debts. 
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But his business days were comparatively over, even when 

_ carrying on trade with Major Joseph Weaver, for we find 

him to have removed with his family to Middleboro’, and 

=f spent the season from Feb. 24 to Nov. 5, 1813,* on the farm 

_where he was born; and his personal attention, therefore, 

could not, during that time at least, have been given to a 

store in. Freetown. Indeed I have good reason for believ- 

ing that he did very little business and added scarcely any- 

_ thing to his property after the spring of 1807— the causes 

of which will be noticed in their proper place. With his 

family he also spent another summer at the home of his 

_ childhood not far from 1813— probably a year or two be- 

fore, but the precise date is not in the writer’s possession. 

As a member of the firm of Peirce, Strobridge & Cush- 
man, Ebenezer Peirce probably realized less profit than 
while a partner with Major Joseph Weaver, for the general 
decline of business at Assonet Village in Freetown —a de- 
cline ever noticeable after 1808— must then have been 
quite seriously felt.t His business connection with George 
Pickens resulted in loss to him instead of profit. 

_ The embargo that preceded the war of 1812, together 
with the effects of that war, bore heavily upon the ship-build- 
ers and vessel-owners of Freetown, some of whom were 
forced to make very disastrous failures, thereby seriously 
injuring others who managed with great difficulty to stem 
the adverse tide. 

Those who were in a conditidn to go on when business 
revived, as it did after that war, found that not only the best 
but nearly all the ship timber that grew in the forests of 
Freetown had already been used, and many years would be 


* For these dates I am indebted to the record of the facts of moving to and from 
Middleboro’, made by my father in his almanac for the year 1813. I am fortunate 
enough to possess the almanacs of my father and maternal grandfather, Col. Benja- 
min Weayer, and these together cover a series of about one hundred consecutive 
years. 

+ The gradual decline in business at Assonet Village continued for about half a 
century. 
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required to renew such a growth, and the cord wood was 
beginning to be scarce. While the forest lands yielded tim- 
ber and fire wood, the farms to which these lands belonged 
were poorly cultivated — it was so much easier to obtain 
money from the sale of these articles than from the products 
of husbandry, and the clearings actually grew poorer from 
neglect and bad management. 

When, therefore, their wood ahd timber were exhausted, 
the land-holders in many instances found themselves desti- 
tute of all the real income they had ever enjoyed, and to 
attempt to gain a livelihood from their impoverished plow- 
lands was indeed discouraging. 

Besides this, many of the hardy yeomanry of Freetown 
had acquired bad habits — not only the habit of drinking 
ardent spirits to excess, which was encouraged by frequent- 
ly meeting together at Assonet Village to dispose of their 
lumber, but the habit of spending more than their income, 
and on settling their long out-standing accounts with the 
store-keepers many found the balance against them so large 
as to be obliged to mortgage their real estate to secure the 
payment. 


Trade at the Village under these discouraging circum- . 


stances must of course have become lessened, and there were 
still other causes,* out-side causes,t that drew away the 
trade of that place and directed it through other channels. 


* The manufacturing interests that sprung up and were so successfully carried on 

in Massachusetts soon after the close of the war of 1812, would have supplied the 

_place of those branches of business at Freetown then beginning to fail, but unfortu- 

nately the mill privileges were then owned by persons who, like the dog in the man- 
ger, would neither avail themselves of the benefit nor sell to those who would. 

{ The water privileges on the stream called ‘‘ the fall river,’’ eight miles south 
of Assonet Village in Freetown, and which, until 1803, had been within the town 
of Freetown, began now to be employed by cotton and woolen manufacturers, from 
which q business was built up that caused Fall River Village, then consisting of 
only eleven houses, speedily to outstrip its neighboring and much larger village of 
Assonet, and ere long to becomea city, taking from Assonet not only its trade but 
many of its inhabitants, and leading those of most common-place ability to discover, 
and all to exclaim, ‘‘ Oh Assonet, thou hast destroyed thyself! ”” . 
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But during the life-time of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., no one 
of this combination of untoward circumstances had begun 
to develope itself, and he and his brother Ebenezer, there- 
fore, during their partnership in trade realized a prosperity 
never in Assonet attained before or equalled since. 

Ebenezer Peirce was probably never the equal of Capt. 
Job Peirce, Jr., as a salesman, but as a purchaser his supe- 
rior. ‘‘ Goods well bought are half sold,” said Ebenezer ; 
and his singular and remarkable adroitness in buying great 
bargains in New York and Boston enabled them to offer 
goods at so low a price at their counter in Freetown, as to 
undersell other retailers, and yet realize a handsome profit. 

Ebenezer Peirce was considerably interested in naviga- 
tion, both while a partner in trade with his brother and after- 
wards. They, in company with Ephraim Winslow, Esq., 
built a ship at Assonet that was completed early in 1805, 
and sold to Bourne, Russell & Wardwell, of Bristol, R. I. 
This ship was called the “Governor Bradford,’ and was 
Jaunched from the ship-yard near the Tisdale House, on 
Water Street. 

Ebenezer Peirce and his brother Capt. Job, Jy., in or 
about 1802 built the brig “ Jefferson,” in a yard upon the 
easterly side of Assonet river, not far from the south stone 
bridge in Assonet Village. This vessel was put into the 
West India trade, and Aaron Dean employed as master. 
They also built, in 1803, the sloop “ Olive,” but at what 
spot is not now known. They also owned a sloop called 
the “Triton,” Joseph Dean master, that was sold to Rev. 
David A. Leonard. Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., at his decease 
was (as appears from the inventory of his personal property) 
part owner of the schooner “ Dolphin,” in which probably 
Ebenezer also had an interest, but the evidence is not clear. 
Of this schooner, Seth Chase was master. 2 

Ebenezer Peirce, after the death of his brother, Capt. Job 
Peirce, Jr., continued to build vessels at the yard on the 
easterly side of Assonet river, and not far from the south 
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bridge, and there were launched the following:—An herma- _ 
phrodite brig called the ‘‘ Governor Hopkins,” sold at Pro- 
vidence. A large sloop called the ‘Unicorn,’ of which 
George C. Briggs was some time master. This vessel in 


1809 brought to Assonet, from the Penobscot river in Maine, 


a cargo of lumber that was used in building the Congrega- 
tional meeting-house in that village, and this was probably 
the first eastern lumber used in that town. Sloop “ Amey” 
(named for his wife’s mother or sister), used as a coasting 
vessel, and finally sold at Warren, R.I. Of this vessel 
James Burr was for a time the master. Sloop ‘‘ Mercator” 
was first put into the Georgia trade, with Ichabod Mason 
as master, and afterwards sold in Warren, R.I. Sloop 
“¢ Aliph,” named for a young lady whose acquaintance he 
gained while on a visit to North Carolina in or about 1794. 
The Aliph may have been built in another ship yard, and 
was launched during the life-time of Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., 
and he probably was part owner. Sloop “ Ruth,” built 
near the late residence of Allen Chase (No. 473), and 
launched across the street, went to sea, and was lost with her 
entire crew. Of the Ruth, George Pickens was part owner. 

Ebenezer Peirce also appears with his brother Job and - 
Daniel Douglas, Sen., to have been owner of the sloops 
“Argus ” and ‘“ Sea Flower.” | 

Unlike his father, uncles and brothers, Ebenezer Peirce 
appears never to have had any taste for military operations, 
and never held any office in the militia higher than Sergeant 
or Corporal; one of these appointments, as he once told the 
writer, having been conferred upon him while in his minori- 
ty, and in the second company of local militia in Middle- 
boro’, then commanded by Capt. George Vaughan. 

Indeed, he admitted that ever before making a profession 
of religion it was his study to get rid of doing military duty, 
But with that change in his sentiments, and improvement 
in his daily walk, life and conversation, he said came the 
conclusion that it was morally and religiously his duty to 
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| submit to the requirements of the militia law, and with no 
_ desire whatever for promotion, and no love for the busi- 
ness, he sought to obey strictly and punctually, both in spirit 


and according to the letter, all orders of his superior officers, 
being careful to arrive on parade in good season, and obey 
with alacrity while there, and never evince any hurry to 
have the duties ended. 

This was very different from his conduct a short time be- 


fore, for Capt. Charles Strange,* as commanding officer of 


the first company of the local militia in Freetown, had issu- 
ed an order to Ebenezer Peirce, directing him to warn and 


give the legal notice to a large part of that company, requir- 


ing them to appear at a muster of the Regiment near Smith’s 
Mills, in Dartmouth. To fail to appear after being legally 


_ warned, subjected the person to the payment of a fine of 


four dollars, and neglect on the part of the warning officer 
to give the legal notice was punishable with a fine of 


“f: twenty dollars. Instead of warning a single member of the 


company, he ascertained how many would help him pay his 


fine, and as a result only the few members some other per- 
_ sons had been directed to warn, were notified or appeared. 


On the 6th day of April, 1801, Ebenezer Peirce was 
elected ‘Town Clerk of Freetown, and served in that office 
that year, and was succeeded by his brother Capt. Job, 


_ April 5, 1802, who served but one year, when Ebenezer 


was reélected April 4th, 1803, April 2d, 1804, and April 
Ist, 1805, and served the town in the capacity of clerk three 
more years successively, or four years in the whole. 

It was while his brother held the office of clerk, viz., Feb. 


26, 1803, that the town of Freetown was divided, and the 


southerly part set off and incorporated as a town, and called 


* Of the first foot company in the local militia of Freetown Charles Strange was 
commissioned Captain, June 28, 1792; resigned 1799. John Wilkinson was his 
Lieutenant, and Oliver Grinnell Ensign. George Claghorn, of Dartmouth, was 
Colonel of the Regiment; Robert Earle, of Westport, Lieut. Colonel ; Sylvester 
Brownell, Major, and John Spooner, Adjutant. 
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“Troy,” afterwards changed to Fall River.* Freetown 
was still large enough to claim the privilege of sending two 
representatives yearly to the General Court, and accord- 
ingly on the 2d day of May, 1808, Rev. William Rounse- 
villt and Ebenezer Peirce were elected ; and the latter, with 
Nathaniel Morton, Esq., was chosen to represent that town 


in 1824. 
Ebenezer Peirce was also chosen and served as one of the 


auditors of the town’s accounts for nineteen years, and on ~ 


the 20th of February, 1808, Governor James Sullivan con- 


ferred upon him the appointment,of a Justice of Peace for — 


Bristol County, that commission being renewed by Gover- 
nor Caleb Strong, Jan. 31, 1815; by Gov. J. Brooks, Jan. 


22, 1822; by Gov. Levi Lincoln, Jan. 14, 1829 ; by Lieut.- 


Goy. Samuel T. Armstrong, Dec. 18, 1835, and by Gov. 
John Davis, Sept. 29, 1842. It was before the expiration 
of the last named renewal of that commission (viz. Jan. 6, 
1845) that Ebenezer Peirce died, and thus it appears that 


he served nearly thirty-seven years asa Justice of the Peace, » 


of the forty-two years for which he was commissioned. 
Ebenezer Peirce, Esq., as shown by his Justice Record, 


united in marriage one hundred and fourteen couple, or two 


hundred and twenty-six persons. Some were married more 
than once, or the number would of course have been two 
hundred and twenty-eight persons. 


* The cause of this division of the town is said to have been that the Federalists 
at the south end hoped to get a town in which they could carry a majority of the 
votes; but singularly enough, Capt. Jonathan Brownell, a Republican, was cho- 
sen the first representative of that town to the State Legislature, and he was reélect- 
ed in 1805-07. He had been a Rhode Island officer in the continental army. 


t Rev. William Rounsevill, a son of Capt. Levi Rounseyill and wife Betsey 


Howland, was b. in 1769; died Noy. 13, 1816. He was a cousin of Ebenezer Peirce, — 


the mother of the latter being a sister of Capt. Levi Rounsevill. Rey. William 
Rounsevill was commissioned a Justice of the Peace for Bristol County, Feb. 20, 
1808, and elected to represent the town of Freetown in the General Court for ten 
consecutive years, was one of the general school committee four years, and Auditor 
of town accounts one year. He was grandfather to Rey. William R. Alger, of 
Boston. 

{ He generally made the bride a present of the marriage fee, and but a few days 
before his death got up froma sick bed to unite a couple in wedlock. The single 
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h ea his 67th year and his health had become seri- 
ously y impaired by the disorder that finally caused his death. 
On page 277 of this book we had occasion to notice a 
r orn in the character of the subject of this memoir, and 
characterized it as the beginning of several other much 
needed reforms. But before we go further, it seems neces- 
sary, to a proper understanding of the case, to notice one 
cit umstance, viz., the erection of the Pond Meeting-house, 
so called, in Middleboro’, now Lakeville.* 
FTo build that place of worship by the few that did build 
‘it , and at the time it was built, was attended with consider- 


ie ble labor and sacrifice, and Capt. Job Peirce, Sen., was 
4 : 
ong those upon whom this labor and expense fell most 


Now it is a well authenticated tradition, that Ebenezer 
irce (No. 191), who at that datet was in the height of 
ming his wild oats, and had neither given evidence to 


only one Wadler and fifty cents, and had the chagrin to see ; tie Justice Rate the 
j _ fee to the minister (who was among the guests) instead of the bride. 
ria We are well aware that this is calculated to touch many of the associates, 
a cquaintances and friends of Ebenezer Peirce in a very tender place. But truth is 
ighty and ought to prevail; and the writer firmly believes it will ultimately pre- 
At any rate, he will not be guilty of knowingly stating what is not true. He 
; writing this account of his family as he could wish that it had been, but as 
forced to believe it really was. 
That house was raised very near the time he attained to hia majority, which 
vhen he said the first thought of reform occurred to his mind. To cut and 
w the large timber used in the construction of the frame, a great part of which 
ew on the “ Peter lot’ of his father’s farm, and raft the same across the pond, had 
lt o be done before raising, and he told the writer some of that labor was done 
en n he was nineteen, or two years before. 
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plated or desired to make any reform, was nevertheless 
extremely liberal both in his time and means, and labored 
assiduously to assist in that work, thus showing conclusively 
that this kind of public spirit was not wholly, if indeed it 
could in truth be said to be at all the result of a “ change — 
of heart” that he was afterwards said to have experienced. 

We cannot perhaps better illustrate what we would ex- 
press than by reciting a circumstance in the life of Rey. 
Daniel Hix, of Dartmouth, who was very successful in plant- 
ing churches of his faith and order. Many of these churches 
flourished, while at least one did not; and in speaking of 
that church, the eccentric old man said that ‘* the timber in 
that neighborhood was too poor of which to construct a 
church” —thus virtually admitting that good Christians 
must be made of good men and good women, those who are 
or were good naturally. Our own observation has taught~ 
us, as we have seen how many and particularly who make 
such shipwreck of the faith that is said to have been deliver- 
ed to the saints, that if Ebenezer Peirce in subsequent life — 
made a remarkably good Christian, it was because he was, 
when divested of the foibles of youth, so good aman. ‘That 
a very great change was realized in him, a remarkable change — 
for the better, no one acquainted with his youth and 
early manhood, and that witnessed his after life, will pre- 
tend to deny; nor does the writer desire to deny that well- 
established fact, but he does desire to disabuse the 
minds of those who impute all his zeal, self-sacrifice and moral 
improvement in after life to a change that he is said to haye 
experienced during the great religious excitement at Asso- 
net in 1807, for reforms were by him diligently sought after 
and attained to, as he told the writer, from the time that he ~ 
reached his majority, or at least nine years prior to 1807; 
and he undoubtedly was a very different man, even before 
making a profession of religion in 1807, from what he was 
at the age of twenty-one years in 1796, and that difference 
was the result of his nine years’ efforts at moral improye- 
ments and reform. 


THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 291 


To use Elder Hix’s expression, “the timber” of which 
Ebenezer Peirce was made was not ‘“ too poor” of which 
“to construct” a most exemplary Christian, as it did; but it 
___ had been like a tree in its native forest, and before it could 
_ __be made useful, required to be cut down, hewn, straightened 
'_ and squared by the line of righteousness and the plummet of 

truth. 

But what man of reason and common sense, seeking for 
a piece of strong and durable timber, selects white birch or 
cob-pine because the dimensions of the tree are sufficient for 
or suited to his use? ‘The sculptor doubtless can as readily 
see a statue in mud as in marble; and the labor to fashion 
the form of a man is much less when applied to mud than 
marble. But what are the results? In which would the 
time and toil be most profitably expended ? 

The writer is most decidedly of the opinion that the culti- 
vation in the heart and mind of Ebenezer Peirce that ren- 
dered him so conspicuous in the religious world, was the 
result of long and well-directed efforts on his part; that he 
did really ‘“‘ grow in grace,” and did not roll in, fall in, pray 

. in, jump in, or tumble in, to goodness or godliness, or attain 

_ to so great and desirable an end through the special inter- 
vention of any supernatural agency, or any hocus pocus 
inexplicable arrangement. 

————~ Not long after entering the employ of his brother at Asso- 
-net, the attention of Ebenezer Peirce was directed to a little 
girl of only ten summers, who with her brother of eight 
years was frequently at play upon their father’s grounds in 
the village as he passed; and from casually observing her 
very curly head of rich brown hair, her sprightliness and 
singular activity, her never-failing good humor and kindliness 
of manner, and face lighted up with a sunny smile, he came 
to notice the order and system with which she conducted her 
recreations ; and as straws show which way the wind is 
blowing, so do what are deemed the merest trifles in life 
furnish true indexes to character, particularly in children. 
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Thus when he saw the neatness with Thien she kept He: 
doll, the care she had of her own dress, and the positive 
manner in which she laid it down as a rule never to be bro- 
ken, that after baking one batch of mud pies another batch 
must not be baked in the same clam shells until the shells 
are washed; and when he noticed, as undoubtedly he did, 
that the pendals of her gold ear-rings were gone, and asking 
the reason, was told that the little ducks had eaten out and 
swallowed down the gold pendals, for “I laid down on the 
clean grass, and the little ducks —-Oh how I do love little 
ducks, little chickens, little pigs, little children, little every- 
thing —the little ducks put their flat bills under my neck 
and into my hair, and took my ear-rings into their mouths 
and tore out the pendals. But the ducks were taking so 
much comfort I could not drive them away, even if they had 
been tearing the rings from my ears.” 

In this brief summary the young man discovered the true 
points of that child’s character, an epitome of what it would 
require volumes to record. 

But here was truly great disparity in ages, if the two were 
to be viewed in the light of marriage. For a young man 
of twenty-one to fall in love with a child of ten, and serious- 
ly think of marrying her — waiting until she should arrive 
at a marriageable age — was, in the light of ordinary reason, 
simply preposterous. Yet such was undoubtedly the fact. 
He had indeed fallen in love with the child’s truly loveable 
character, and could discover nothing repulsive in her per- 
son, and wisely resolved to marry her if he could, and wait 
until her age and attainments made marriage a , proper act 
on her part. 

Almost seven long years did he wait, while the idol of his 
heart was attending the best schools* that the country then 


* Ornamental needle work was then taught to young ladies in our schools, and 
there are some specimens of such work that show her to have been unusually 
skilful. She was a scholar in the Academy then taught by Rev. Mr. Chaddock, at 
Rochester, Mass. Marcus Morton, afterwards Governor of the State, was a pupil of 
that institution at the same time. 
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afforded, and making good proficiency in her studies, both 


useful and ornamental. 

She was now nearly seventeen, and becoming every day 
more interesting. Well may her father feel proud of his 
eldest daughter. She was truly a lovely and loveable 
woman; but the old gentleman’s standard of goodness 
and greatness was fixed very high, and it was not enough 
for him that his children should simply excel. No, they 
must greatly excel; and what she had already done was to 
his mind only the beginning of a vast deal more that she was 
capable of doing and by studious application of acquiring. 
Several years’ more study on her part, several years’ more 
devotion to books, must intervene before matrimony shall 


_ come to be seriously considered, is the deliberate conclusion 


of her father. 

With her mother the matter stands in a somewhat differ- 
ent light. She, poor woman, a victim to that fell destroyer, 
consumption, already stands on the verge of the grave, and 


would like to see her daughter settled in life before starting 


upon that journey from whose bourne no traveller returns. 
She has studied the character of the man who offers him- 
self as a suitor for the heart and hand of her daughter. 
She has listened, as it was her duty to do, to the stories told 
of ‘his wild pranks in youth, and rather reckless conduct of 
early manhood. She has heard all, deliberately considered 
and carefully weighed all; and putting into the opposite 
scale to cancel these, the fact of where he came from, who 
his parents are, and what his ancestors were, together with 
his ability and the evident efforts that he is putting forth to 
retain good and cast the bad away, she determines in his 


favor; yes, she will risk it, for she sees that the chances 
are in his favor, and her consent is therefore obtained. 


But not so with the father ; for he has kept the command- 
ments from his youth up, and derisively asks, ‘‘ What if the 
young man has reformed? My daughter is good enough 
for a man who never had any occasion to reform. And, 
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family! Do you talk about family? If I mistake not, mine 
is as old, and suffer not a whit in comparison with his ; and 
because he behaves better than he used to do or did, is that 
to be offered as a reason? Indeed, why are we to become 
thus degradingly cheap? ‘To be born clean is a great bless- 
ing; but for such to keep clean is an imperative duty ; 
and now if the man is of highly respectable parentage, and 
has degraded himself and disgraced his birthright, all the 
worse for him. And if he has reformed, that is no more 
than he ought to do, and indeed less than he should have 
done; for it was his duty so to conduct himself that a reform 
would have been unnecessary. No, no; give me sound 
wares before any that have been mended never so nicely.” 

Such was the mode of reasoning of a man whose whole 
life of more than eighty years was a pattern of moral recti- 
tude and sobriety. He asked for himself no more than he 
deserved, desired no more; and could not see why more 
than that should be meted out to others. He probably was 
destitute of that inherent love of sin which so frequently 
shows itself in an extraordinary regard for sinners, and 
delights in such maxims as these: ‘Reformed rakes 
make the best husbands.” ‘ Joy shall be in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and 
nine just persons which need no repentance.” ‘TI will give 
unto this last even as unto thee.” ‘So the last shall be 
first, and the first last.’’ 


*¢ While the lamp holds out to burn, 
The vilest sinner may return.”’ 


And if at the dying hour, just as well as at any time, the 
vilest. sinner may secure all the joys of heaven (as he at no 
moment of his life could do more), and having entered the 
vineyard of the Lord but for an hour, receives the same as 
he that has labored through life, borne the burthen and 
heat of the day; and even more, for being last to come in 
he shall be the first to be rewarded, and the subject of a joy 
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and rejoicing almost a hundred times greater than one that 
has always devoted himself or herself to the law of right- 
eousness, why not wait as long as possible? Why not arrive 
at the hour of death before turning from vice, if such a 
turning causes so much greater honor to the person, and 
almost a hundred times more gratification to the inhabitants 
of heaven? Yes, why not? In the light of reason and 
common sense, if this be true, why is it not a duty every 
person owes to himself, or herself, to wait as long as they 
can, and thus add all in their power to their own comforts, 
and increase a hundred fold the joys of heaven ? 

With such dogmas standing prominently forth, is it any 
wonder that after the Christian faith has been preached 
nearly nineteen hundred years, only about one third of the 
earth's inhabitants are so much as nominally Christians 
to-day? ven those who would be Christians, have the 
greatest encouragements in these declarations held out, to 
delay the act of becoming such; and were such language 
used concerning any branch of worldly business, or secular 
calling in life, no one would be stupid enough not to see 
that the influence was purely suicidal. 

To such a man as this young-woman’s father — sober, 
honest, straight-forward and singularly methodical, even 
from extreme youth to old age, holding evil intentions in 
utter abhorrence, and viewing that carelessness which so 
frequently leads to wrong-doing with scorn and inexpressi- 
ble contempt —it is no wonder that the recklessness which 
gave so strong a coloring to the youthful character of Eben- 
ezer Peirce rendered the latter so distasteful to him, and the 
thought of his becoming a son-in-law so nearly irrecon- 
cilable. | 

There are three times in every person’s life when he 
becomes the particular subject of conversation, viz., at birth, 
marriage, and death ; and Ebenezer Peirce did not form an 
exception to that rule, at least so far as the subject of hig 
marriage was concerned ; for those who before knew little 
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and cared even less concerning him or his personal history, 
now became suddenly and extremely interested, studiously 
sought after and became very conversant with his early life, 
particularly with everything bad; and these things were 
served up with various additions and colorings, and the 
young woman’s father made the recipient of many long and 
dismal tales, which, had he accredited all, would have ren- 
dered necessary the belief that this would-be son-in-law was 
actually present and participated in Adam’s sin, and had 
been singularly active and very persistently industrious in 
sinning ever since, to have accomplished the sum total of 
all that he was said to have done. 

That trait mm the character of Ebenezer Peirce to which 
an allusion was made at the top of page 254 of this book, 
was made the text from which his enemies preached many 
effective sermons against him, and furnished an unanswera- 
ble argument in the mind of Col. Weaver why he could 
never consent to his marriage with his daughter. 

Another circumstance now occurred that served justly to 
add fuel to the flame, and turn the tide of public opinion 
even more strongly against him, and cause his many efforts 
at self-denial, his years of toil at reform, for a time to be 
forgotten and overlooked in the storm of indignation that 
followed. 

Being in company with several young men, who were 
returning towards night from Taunton, they stopped at 
Briggs’s tavern in Berkley. All had been to Taunton to 
witness the sport that for years characterized Thursday of 
court-week in September, and which caused it to be regard- 
ed as a holiday throughout the whole of Bristol County for 
at least half a century; and “ high court day ”’ is still the 
theme of very many of the racy stories told by our oldest 
inhabitants. 

Briggs, the Berkley tavern-keeper, was by nature calcu- 
lated to be the butt of ridicule, the fool of every play, and 
many were the pranks and jokes at his expense, played off 
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upon him by his customers.* Ebenezer Peirce and his asso- 


ciates, after patronizing the bar (then common even for 
ministers of the gospel to do), went into the kitchen, where 
they found Mrs. Briggs frying doughnuts and preparing the 
evening meal, the table having already been set, and among 
other articles of food placed thereon was a nice, large pump- 
kin pie. Peirce, with that mock air of seriousness he so well 
knew how to assume, told Briggs that he felt called upon 
to address to him and family words of serious import, to beg 
them to give their thoughts more fully to a preparation 
for the life that is to come, and closed with asking the pri- 
vilege of praying with him and his household ; which being 
granted, Peirce kneeled by or in an old chair and commenc- 
ed, while Briggs with closed eyes stood by his side, and Mrs. 
Briggs, covering her face with her hands, was trying to turn 
her thoughts upward, the young men meanwhile cutting 
up their capers, one of which was to put the contents 
of a dirty comb-case into her hot fat with the frying dough- 
nuts, and finally to slap the pumpkin pie over Briggs’s face 
with a force that left his features imprinted in the soft part 
of the misused pie! 

Peirce was regarded as the leader in this transaction, and 


probably was not unjustly so considered. 


The year 1803 has now arrived, and Ebenezer Peirce has 
been with his brother, Capt. Job, Jr., about seven years,, 
viz., two years as a clerk and five years as a junior partner. 
No one can say that during that time he has not been ex- 
tremely industrious and indefatigable, and that he is not 
abundantly possessed with successful traits ; and that he and 
his brother were growing rapidly rich, was too apparent to 


* Hara Briggs, of Berkley, kept a tavern nearly opposite the First Congregational 
Meeting-house in that town for many years. He could hardly have possessed sound 
sense, if the story often told of him be true, viz., that during the height of that 
furious tornado, Sept. 23, 1815 — still known as the ‘‘ September Gale ’? — he went 
out, and facing the storm, drew an old rusty sword, and making menacing airs with 
the weapon, shouted ‘‘ Cease, winds! cease ! ”’ 
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admit of any reasonable doubt. Ebenezer Peirce usually 
behaves himself very well too, and it is only when with 
young men bent on having a good time, that he loses control 
of himself, forgets his good resolutions, and leads off in some 
such frolic as that in the tavern at Berkley. 

The heart of his future wife is won, and her mother’s 
consent to their marriage has been obtained ; but that of her 
father has not, and from appearances never can be. What 
shall be done? Ebenezer Peirce, who is now Town Clerk 
of Freetown, as he rises up in the religious congregation 
just before the close of the weekly exercise and reads for 
three consecutive Sundays each “ intention of marriage,” as 
the law then required should be done, knows that this is 
expressly intended to allow the parent, parents or guardians 
of persons proposing marriage an opportunity to object if 
they will, and ‘“‘ forbid the further publishing of the bans ;” 
and he has but to read his own to have all further proceedings 
stayed. : 

But the nine days wonder of the little village just then 
was an elegant new carriage which Ebenezer Peirce had had 
built expressly for himself—a chaise, a square-topped 
chaise, and built with a care and pains not exceeded by that 
*‘ one-horse shay” Holmes discourses of so beautifully — 
a chaise that cost (so the rumor run) three hundred and 
thirty-three dollars and thirty-three cents and one-third of a 
cent. No one else at that time residing in the town owned 
a carriage that cost more than a hundred dollars,* and be- 


* The writer’s mother told him that when she was about ten years of age, Col. 
Weaver (her father) desired to carry his wife and herself to Wrentham on a visit to 
Major Jacob Mann and family (Mrs. Mann being a sister to Col. Weaver’s wife), and 
that they performed the journey in a chaise hired at what is now Fall River, eight 
miles from Col. Weaver’s home. No one then, within the present limits of Free- 
town, owned a chaise. This was about the year 1796. 

Tradition informs that Ephraim Winslow, Esq., of Freetown, had a ‘‘ Chair?’ — 
that being a two-wheeled carriage without a cover, and would seat two persons. It 
may possibly have cost fifty dollars. 

Capt. Job Peirce, Jr. was the owner of a chaise as early as 1801, and a chaise ap- 
pears in the inventory of his property in 1805, appraised at sixty dollars. Col. Ben- 
jamin Weaver bought a chaise about that time. 
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, a i ‘ 
sides two other persons no one owned a carriage that cost 
fifty dollars, and but a few years only had any one owned a 


chaise. It was an elegant thing, that square-topped chaise, 
with its heavy platings and silver-mounted harness, the ne 
plus ultra of those times. 

In that chaise this young woman was asked to take a ride. 
with its owner, and they rode over the line of the State — 
and the writer has always felt that they also rode over the line 
of propriety, for on their return was exhibited a written doc- 
ument, of which the ink had hardly dried (but now a smoky, 
dingy piece of paper lying before me), and from which I 
copy: 


“This may certify that EBENEZER PEIRCE, son of Job Peirce, and 
JOANNA WEAVER, Daughter of Col. Benjamin Weaver, both of Free- 
town in the County of Bristol and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
were Legally Joined together in Marriage 

By Me, 
DANIEL BRADFORD, Jr., Just. Peace. 

Bristol, April 24", 1803.” 

With creditable foresight Ebenezer Peirce had provided 
a cage for his bird before catching it, and the newly mar- 
ried couple immediately set up house-keeping in the first 
house on the southerly side of Water Street, in Assonet 


‘Village, that he had purchased in an unfinished state some 


few years before, and finished and fitted it up for his own 
residence.* 

It was while they were occupying this house (viz. May 
20, 1804), that Mrs. Amy Weaver,t the mother of Mrs. 
Joanna Peirce, died. She was a most exemplary woman, 
and usually exercised a softening influence upon her hus- 


_* This property was owned by John Winslow and David Evans, both carpenters. 
Winslow conveyed to Ebenezer Peirce, June 25, 1800, for three hundred dollars, and 
Eyans conveyed to Peirce, Oct. 14, 1801, for one hundred and forty dollars. 

+ The writer has a mourning-piece, wrought by the daughter, to the memory 
of her mother, that is by good judges pronounced a highly finished piece of needle- 
work, and which, as a specimen of artistic skill, he has never seen excelled. 
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band, who tolerating no weaknesses in himself, would not 
be expected to show much lenity towards foibles in others. 
The extent of that influence and the success of her efforts to 
turn his mind from its natural inclinations were sometimes 
quite remarkable ; and probably no other person ever attain- 
ed to a tithe of the power over him that she exercised. 

The kind interest she had in and showed for Ebenezer 
Peirce, both before and after his marriage with her daugh- 
ter, did not fail to awaken a proper degree of appreciation, 
gratitude and respect on his part, and at her decease he re- 
alized that he had indeed sustained a loss, the loss of a true 
friend. . 3 

Mrs. Amy Weaver, the wife of Col. Benjamin Weaver, 
of Freetown, was a daughter of Joseph Brownell, Esq., of 
Portsmouth, R. I., and her acquaintance with her husband 
was gained through an introduction he received at the hand 
of her brother, Capt. Jonathan Brownell, a Captain in the 
Rhode Island line of the continental army. By some it is 
said that Capt. Jonathan Brownell raised the first company 
in that State in the war of the revolution. How that may 
have been, the writer does not know; but the early date of 
his commission shows conclusively that his company was at 
least among the very first. 

Col. Weaver, at the commencement of that war, was a. 
Sergeant in the Rhode Island forces, and afterwards served 
in the Massachusetts forces sent to the aid of Rhode Island, 
where an acquaintance was formed with his future brother- 
in-law, Capt. Brownell, of Portsmouth.* | 

Their occupancy of the house on Water Street? must 


* He removed to Fall River, Mass.; was a Justice of the Peace for Bristol Coun- 
ty, and several times elected a Representative to the General Court at Boston. Was 
one of the Selectmen of Fall River two years, and a leading man in the Calvinist 
Baptist Church and Society in that place, and guardian to a tribe of Indians there 
located. 

+ While they resided there, Ebenezer Peirce, though himself neither by nature 
or education a singer, was mainly instrumental in getting up a singing school for a 
select company, and this class met for instruction and exercise in that house. His 
wife was an excellent singer, and the note-book containing the music she then prac- 
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have been of comparatively short duration, as on the 4th of 


September, 1804, Ebenezer Peirce bought of his brother-in- 
law, Rev. David A. Leonard, of Bristol, R.I., the house still 
standing near the east bridge in Assonet Village, now owned 
by Mr. John K. Dean of Boston, and the heirs of the late 
Thomas Andros of Freetown. Like the other house at the 
time of his purchase, this was also in an unfinished state, 
the shell or outside only being complete, and not so much 
as a floor laid inside, as I have often heard my mother say 
that she could stand in the cellar and see the stars through 
the garret windows. Mr. Leonard had laid out the plan for 
an elegant house, but concluding to remove to Bristol, he 
sold it before completed ; and only a small part was finish- 
ed before the new owner removed his family into it, as he 


_ had a favorable opportunity to dispose of the other. If 


my memory serves aright, my mother said that they had 


carpenters and masons at work upon the inside more than a 


year after her housekeeping commenced therein. 

It was while things in that house were in this transition 
state, that one of the feats of the young wife’s agility, for 
which she was ever remarkable, were performed ; for being 
in the upper story travelling over loose boards, of which the 
temporary floor consisted, a board tipped, letting her fall 
through ; but she seized upon a small beam while falling 
and supported her whole weight — but for which she must 
have been precipitated from the chamber to the bottom of 
the cellar — and thus sustained herself till lifted out by the 
arms. No delay was allowed in finishing the house, and 
the long time occupied in that labor was because of the 
pains taken to have it elegantly done. 


tised is in the writer’s possession, and its title-page is as follows: ‘‘ The Middlesex 
Collection of Sacred Harmony, containing a Concise Introduction to the Grounds of 
Music. By Daniel Belknap.’’ 

If not the first, this was about the first singing school’ kept in‘Freetown, as this © 
was not far from the time when the introduction of ‘* singing by note’’ caused so 


_ much difficulty in the Calvinistic Baptist Congregation at Assonet Village in Free- 


town. Before this, Dea. Smith used to “line it off’’ for the-congregation to sing. 
26 
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This house they occupied as their dwelling about six 
years, and during that time the following occurrences trans- 
pired, viz.: the death of the husband’s brother, Capt. Job 
Peirce, Jr. (Sept. 22, 1805), thus dissolving their very pros- 
perous connection in business; the death of the wife’s only 
sister, Oct. 30, 1808, and of her elder brother, Jan. 14, 1810 ; 
and the partnership in business formed between Ebenezer 
Peirce and his wife’s younger brother, Maj. Joseph Weaver. 

The grounds of that dwelling, particularly the garden, 
now so pleasant, were then a morass, covered with water at 
the highest tides, that sometimes set everything afloat in the 
cellar, when the young wife had recourse to a large brass 
kettle in which she dexterously circumnavigated the base- 
ment story. It was while providing against the recurrence 
of such inundating floods by raising the entire surface of 
the garden-spot by the addition of foreign matter, that a cir- 
cumstance occurred which served to show that the passion 
for fun which had so strongly characterized Ebenezer Peirce 
in early life, though comparatively dormant of late years, 
was by no means dead. A high bank or bluff, since levelled 
down, but then looming up not far from the opposite brink - 
of the adjacent river, furnished the material with which to: 
fill in and raise the house-lot to a desired grade, and this 
loam and gravel, by means of a wheel-barrow, had to be re- 
moved over a temporary foot-bridge that spanned the stream. 
Jonathan Richmond, a laborer, noted alike for honesty and 
simplicity, was engaged to accomplish this work; and his 
employer, while pretending to make the bridge more se- 
cure, was in fact laying a trap to precipitate the unsuspect- 
ing laborer, with his loaded wheelbarrow, into the river. 
But, like many others that have fallen into their own snares, 
Ebenezer Peirce had the first occasion to cross over, when, 
despite his utmost caution, he was completely submerged 
in the water, and going dripping wet to the house, told his 
wife how it had happened, and adding, “ this is just right 
for me, and the result of my plotting has at least once come 
to a proper termination.” 
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When residing here, their next-door neighbor was an old 
- woman, filthy in her person, and extremely degraded in her 
habits, being a liar, drunkard and thief. And no fruit from 
their trees could they get, if allowed to remain long enough 
to ripen as this crone, under cover of night, had repeatedly 
appropriated the whole. Peaches were ripening, and a tree 
in their garden being loaded with this luscious fruit, led 
Ebenezer Peirce and wife to project a pleasant evening’s 
entertainment by calling in a few friends to what was term- 
ed a “peach party.’ Invitations had been given, and at 
the time appointed the guests arrived, but there were no 
peaches, as the pilferer had probably got wind of what was 
intended, and, during the last night, had again taken the 
whole. The evening had nearly passed, and no peaches 
had been offered or any movement made in that direction, 
when Ebenezer Peirce asked his guests to excuse him for a 
few moments on business of importance, and he would quick- 
lyreturn. Repairing immediately to the old hag’s dwelling, 
he opened the door and found her, as he expected, in dark- 
ness and abed. Dropping down upon his hands, in each of 
_ which he held a stone, he galloped in upon all-four, making 
as much noise as a colt, and as he approached the bed the 
superstitious old sinner sprung up and gasped out, ‘“ Are 
you the devil?” when in deep guttural tone came the quick 
reply, “‘Lam.” ‘* Well, what do you want?” she continu- 
ed. ‘* Peaches,’ in sub-base, growled the four-footed mon- 
ster near the bed-bar. ‘‘ Behind the door!” she shouted, 
*‘ behind the door! take them all, take them all, I pray you.” 
Her repetition was wholly unnecessary, as he did not require 
a second invitation, but seizing the fruit, hastened back to 
regale his guests, who perhaps never knew what it cost him 
to meet their reasonable expectations on that occasion. Nor 
_ did Ruth Abial, as she was called, deem it prudent again to 
rob that peach tree, guarded, as she seemed to believe that 
it was, by an Argus or monster having an hundred eyes. 
It was also while they made this place their home, that 
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* 
the singular change, already noticed, took place in the minds 
and religious sentiments of the members of the Calvinistic 
Baptist Church at Assonet Village in Freetown, together 
with that large ingathering of non-professors of religion that 
came to be called, and is still spoken of as the ‘ great refor- 
mation.” 

Abner Jones, Elias Smith, and Frederick Plummer, were 
then comparative strangers in Freetown. The doctrines that 
they preached were not only new to the people in that local- 
ity, but were new to the “ rest of mankind,” and indeed new 
to themselves ; and in a community notoriously fond of new 
things, it was not to be wondered at, that, like “ new 
brooms,” they should ‘“ sweep clean.” 

Notice being given that Elias Smith would preach of a 
week-day afternoon in the meeting-house then crowning the 
hill-top in the south part of the village, and business for that 
half day would be suspended — the sound of the axe, saw, 
hammer and mallet cease in every one of the half dozen or 
more shipyards upon the river’s brink, and the storekeepers 
close their places of trade — everybody going to church ; 
and a passer-by would find it difficult to persuade himself 
that it was not Sunday. 

To show how the prevailing spirit of the time pervaded 
different ranks of society and became the one absorbing 
topic of thought and conversation, we would cite its effect in 
political circles, in proof of which we present the following, 
copied from the town records of Freetown, under date of 
Monday, May 2, 1808, when brought together to elect a 
deputy or representative to General Court: 


‘Elder Philip Hathaway appeared and addressed the Throne of 
Grace in a solemn, pertinent and well-adapted prayer, after which the 
warrant being read the meeting was opened in usual form. Votes for 
a deputy were next called for, which when brought in, sorted and 
counted, Eben’ Peirce Esq* had 89 votes, and Benjamin Weaver 
Esq’ had one vote, and proclamation made of the same. 


WILLIAM Pratt, Town Clerk.” 
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The vote for Benjamin Weaver, Esq. was probably that 
east by Mr. Peirce himself, who would otherwise have been 


unanimously chosen, and who cast a scattering ballot rather 
than vote for himself, which would then have been deemed 
derogatory — thus showing that there was a time when 
honor existed in politics. | 

Even with the fanaticism that strongly marked the proceed- 
ings known as the “ great reformation,” to say that good was 
not effected would be to pervert the plainest truth; to say 
that there was not a marked change for the better in the 
lives and conversation of the people, that their morals were 
not improved and their characters elevated, would be as 
fruitless as to deny that the sun is the cause of or gives light 
at noonday. And inno one thing were the fruits of that 
improvement more readily seen and more fully discoverable 


_ than in their conduct at town meetings, that were now pat- 


terns of sobriety, and which but a little time before were so 
disorderly and riotous+as to frighten a presiding officer* to 
a degree that caused him to ans from the speaker’s desk 
through an open window into the street, to save his life 
that he deemed to be in peril while he remained. 

In view of the peculiar and in fact lamentable state of 
society existing in Freetown before, and up to the date of 
this “ reformation,” perhaps it is a matter of surprise that 
such a revolution in morals and such excitement on religion 
was not attended with more rather than less fanaticism ; 
and when compared with what have since been termed 
* revivals of religion” in the same community, we think 
that of 1807 had much more in it to commend and_far less 
to deprecate. Animal magnetism, although having ‘always 
existed and been practised, together with mesmerism and 
spiritualism, were not understood by the common people 
of our country villages in 1807, and hence what was quite 


_ * Hon. Nathaniel Morton (the father of Gov. Marcus Morton), while attempting 


to preside at a town meeting held in the old school-house that occupied the present 


site of the Post-office. 
26* 
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excusable then would be and is very inexcusable now. 
Dreams, the result of disordered stomachs, were then con- 
sidered proofs of enlightened souls ; and hence surfeit was 
to such minds one of the most ready and effectual means of 
salvation, and over-eating to fit one to become the lively 
oracle of God. 

The lamentable and almost inseparable drawbaen to these 
periodical excitements termed “revivals of religion” has 
ever been that so large a portion of the people seemed to 
think that the Lord is in “ a great strong wind,” an “ earth- 
quake,” or “the fire,” instead of a ‘still small voice,” and 
are therefore governed by the terrors and fears resulting 
from feverish imaginations operating only upon the baser 
passions, and in no wise calculated to reach the godlike 
attributes of the mind—never once considering for a mo- 
ment that “‘Come now, and let us reason together, saith . 
the Lord,” is the language of Scripture as well as common 
sense. | ’ 

Ebenezer Peirce seems to have been among the earliest 
of those persons residing at Assonet Village, upon whose 
minds this preaching and attending exercises had a favor- 
able operation, as his name, together with that of his sister 
Anna, and Dr. Nicholas Hathaway his brother-in-law, are 
of the original sixteen* who were embodied as a church, May 
14, 1807; and not long after, he and Dr. H. were made 
deacons of that church, a position that Ebenezer Peirce 
seems to have continued to hold for about thirty-five years. 
He was also church clerk and church treasurer nearly thirty 
years. 

From this time forward during the remainder of his life, 
a period of thirty-eight years, Ebenezer Peirce was probably 


* The.original sixteen, at first constituting the First Christian Church in Free- 
town, were Elder Philip Hathaway, Dr. Nicholas Hathaway, Ebenezer Peirce, and 
Rufus Blossom ; Mrs. Anna Hathaway, Mrs. Dorcas Hathaway, Mrs. Sybil Briggs, 
Mrs. Polly Chase, Mrs. Phebe Chase, Mrs. Sarah Davis, Mrs. Nioba Hoskins, Mrs. 
Priscilla Richmond, Mrs. Joanna Strange, Mrs. Hope Terry, Martha Cleveland and 
Phylena Tisdale. 
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in thought, and certainly in action, a very different person 

- from what he had ever before been, and thoughts of riches 

and the desire for making money seem to have been suc- 
ceeded and supplanted by an ardent, earnest, all-absorbing 
wish to do good in the world, and be morally and religiously 
useful in his day and generation. His. show of doing busi- 
ness, therefore, after 1807, was but a mockery of what he 
had done while he felt that his chief treasure was in the 
profits of merchandise. 

His first removal to Middleboro’ was from this house, near 
the east bridge in Assonet Village, and probably took place 
in 1811. On his return to Assonet in the autumn of that 
year, he located his family in the house that had been built 
by his deceased brother, Capt. Job Peirce, Jr., and the 

_ northerly half part of which, with one half the land attach- 
ed, he became the owner of, Nov. 16, 1812. His second 
removal to Middleboro’", Feb. 24, 18138, was from these 
newly purchased premises, and to which he returned Nov. 
5, 1813, and there continued to reside until his death, on 
the morning of Monday, Jan. 6, 1845, a period of more than 
thirty years. 

From one sin, a very common sin too, he now and ever 
afterwards seemed to be especially free, viz., lying — not 
only from the unqualified falsehood, but also from what is 
usually considered comparatively harmless quibbling and 
prevarication. And even when telling a funny story, or re- 
peating the conversation of some one calculated to excite 
mirth, and wherein so many fail in the verbatim et literatim, 
feeling it justifiable to add or diminish for the sake of effect, 
he seems ever to have been a watchful sentinel over, and 
to have placed a strict guard upon his lips. When, there- 
fore, in my youth, I was giving my auditors specimens of 
my faculties at rehearsal, the remark, “that was not as 
your father told it,” was ever by me considered as an un- 
-answerable argument; I was down, all down, completely 
floored, had not another word to say; for it seemed tome | 


oll 
a 4 
: 
rs 
| 
r 
-. 
i> 


308 THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


that against his testimony nothing could be successfully said. 
And it was the power and force of this good example ope- 
rating upon my young mind, which gave me so strong and 
high a regard, such profound respect, for truth and truthful 
utterances, that even now, lest I should mislead the mind by 
overlooking unpleasant circumstances and facts, I have been 
led to pen down many things very disagreeable to contem- 
plate or record, and which, were my individual feelings only 
consulted, I would gladly have permitted to sink into obli- 
vion. It is not the pen of a novelist, but rather that of an 
historian, the writer of my own family’s history, that I as-— 
sume to wield, and I am fully convinced that the truth of 
my production is that in which its chief merit shall consist. 
Telling a part of the truth, and thereby perpetrating the 
most deceptive kind of a lie, is to my own mind wholly 
inexcusable. 

And in this connection it may not be amiss to add, that 
the writer has not a particle of belief in the truth of several 
of the most prominent tenets of his father’s religious faith ; 
nor does he feel that these, under the increased and increas- 
ing light of the present century, are entitled to a sane man’s 
or woman’s respect. But to his parent’s religious practice - 
all honor from him is due; thus proving, to his own mind 
at least, that a good creed will not make a good man of one 
who was essentially bad, nor a poor and in many respects a 
weak doctrine spoil one, the main features of whose charac- 
ter were naturally good. 

To those who object to ‘leaving the old paths,” as they 
term it, we will only suggest, that because our fathers were 
enabled to see only as “ through a glass darkly,” that is no 
reason for us to shut our eyes to increased light ; and be- 
cause that in our childhood we were taught by those who 
knew “in part,” that we should not now seek to see as we 
are seen, and know even as we are known. Indeed it was 
all right and proper, that ‘“‘ when I was a child”’ I should, 
as did the great apostle to the Gentiles, ‘“‘ speak as a child, 
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understand as a child, and think as a child.” But now that 
I have attained to the years of a man, it is equally right that 
I “ should put away childish things,” and “ forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before,” that ‘‘ I press towards the mari 
for the prize of the high calling of God.” 

To cite a fact, rather than invite an argument, have 
these thoughts on the subject of religion been presented, 
as we wish not only to think for ourself on such matters, 
but are also willing to grant others a like freedom; thus 
leaving all battles concerning “ modes of faith” for witless 
zealots to fight, believing, as we do, that essentially 


*« His can’t be wrong whose life is in the right.”’ 


Ebenezer Peirce was ever careful not to boast of the 
worldly sacrifices he had made for the cause of religion, 
haying seemingly ever present and very fully in mind that 
it is becoming and proper to ‘let another man praise thee, 
and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and not thine own 
lips.” | 
But it is our duty, as a faithful historian of his. life and 
the truthful delineator of his character, to notice the fact 
that he did give up the very lucrative business in which he 
was engaged, and devoted those energies that had been so 
successfully employed in gathering the treasures of this 
world, with all his characteristic determination and pertina- 
cious zeal, to the work of laying up treasures in heaven ; 
and turning his thoughts and affections from those things that 
moth and rust corrupt, and thieves break through and steal, 
he became, and for nearly forty years continued the indus- 
_trious and earnest laborer for the cause in which he had so 
heartily enlisted and become so fully engaged. 

Though never a sermonizer, he became, nevertheless, by 
his actions, an able and effective preacher of righteousness ; 
for to the weak he became as weak, that he might gain the 
weak; and, so far as he could with truth and honesty, was 
made all things to all men, that he might by all means save 
some. 
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‘* In duty prompt at every call, 
He watched and wept, he prayed and felt for all ; 
And as a bird each fond endearment tries 
To tempt its new-fledged offspring to the skies, 
He tried each art, reproved each dull delay, 
Allured to brighter worlds and led the way.”’ 

Well do I remember a remark that he made to me about 
the time I attained to my majority. ‘I could have had,” 
said he, ‘‘a hundred thousand dollars to give you just as well 
as not, but have long since’deemed it best to do otherwise. 
The time that would certainly have enabled me to do this, 
had it been devoted to that object, I have far differently em- 
ployed, and much that I accumulated has already been spent 
to forward the same ends. I cannot give you a quarter of 
the sum named [and he might in truth have said not more 
than a tenth part, and that is rapidly diminishing]. But I 
can give you a larger sum of money with which to start 
in life than my father gave me ; and if with this you cannot 
succeed, I doubt whether you would with more. It is 
enough, and indeed more than has sometimes been employ- 
ed or required as the beginning of a stupendous fortune, 
and in fact quite too much to be wasted. Make up your 
mind, if you have not already done so, to what point in this 
life you wish to attain, as that is the goal of your future 
destination in anything good or great.” , 

A quarter of a century of worldly experience since arriy- 
ing at the years of manhood, has satisfied me that my father 
was right in these views, and that those who complain that 
they have failed to attain to positions desirable because 
not sufficiently aided by others, have in fact failed properly 
to aid themselves; for, practically speaking, there is no 
greater truism than that ‘‘ God takes care of those who 
take care of themselves,” and no others. ‘* Whip up thy 
horses and put thy shoulder to the wheel, and then if thou 
canst not extricate thy wagon, Jupiter will help thee,” was 
the heathen, but nevertheless true and only practical idea 
of success in this life in anything. Napoleon’s remark was 


, 
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to the point, when listening to the excuses of a subordinate 


_ who had failed to meet his wishes if not his expectations, 
_ anid pleaded that he labored all day —‘“‘ But why did you 
_ not continue and labor all night?” was the Emperor’s quick 
_ and pertinent response ; and he might properly have added, 
_ “Why did you cease laboring at all when the thing remain- 


ed unfinished?” ‘‘No man having put his hand to the 
plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God,” or 
of any practical benefit to the kingdoms of men, or suitable 


_ to be entrusted with any great or vital interests pertaining 


to this life or that which is to come. Ceasing to do evil is 


- certainly not more than half the requirement of those that 
_ have set out to run a godly race; and learning by practice 


to do well is essential to the accomplishment of the whole 
duty of man. Yet how many are content with a negative 
good! Because they are not guilty of, or are comparatively 


_ free from, the sins of commission, all in their mind seems to 
_ be right — never for a moment considering that there are 


sins of omission also, and that this they ought to have done, 
nor left the other undone. 

Ebenezer Peirce, on assuming the forms and making a 
profession of godliness, was careful that these should not be 
simply forms, visible only to an eye capable of seeing the 
exterior man, but that it should prove a power operating in | 
and governing the heart; a possession rather than a pro- 
fession — a substance, of which the form was only a shadow. 
He not only gave to the causes of virtue and religion that 
time, those energies and that practical ability which would 
have insured to him great possessions in this life, but also 
a large part of what he had before accumulated. The 


_ « Christian’’ denomination was then in its infancy, and 
- though embracing, in comparison with its entire numerical 
strength, many choice spirits, still, even as in Jewish his- 
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tory “every one that was in distress, and every one that 
was in debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered 


themselves unto” David, so did that stamp of mind and 
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thoroughly unpractical type of characters come like those 
*‘ that fly as a cloud and as. doves to their windows ” before a 
storm, believing that here was indeed the utopia of their 
earnest desires but long disappointed hopes, when all were — 
to ‘‘ spend their time in nothing else but either to tell or to 
hear some new thing.” In this movement had the “ philo- 
sopher’s stone” been discovered; and if it would not turn 
all into gold that it touched, thereby would a indolent, 
lax, lazy, brainless dolt of a 


** Little Tommy Tucker 
That sings for his supper ”’ 


be fed, warmed and clothed. Nor, since to the perennial 
loveliness of the honey moons in Eden, that crowning glory, — 
earth’s first ripe apples, were added, until now, had Satan 
with such hellish fury broke loose among the women, who, 
being “ seized with oratoric pangs so great,” felt compelled 
to “neglect their stockings” to save men from their fallen 
state. 

Railroads were then unknown, and feeling it to be their » 
especial duty to fulfil that prophetic Scripture which saith, 
“the time of the end many shall run to and fro” (though it 
would have. been hard to tell what words of wisdom they 
had exposed by pretendingly breaking the seal, or to dis- 
cover how knowledge had thereby been increased), these 
addle-brained men and women began to circulate quite ex- 
tensively, and in imitation of their professed master on his 
triumphal entrance into Jerusalem, became mounted on 
sorry nags, that, like his, were generally borrowed. And 
thus did these “ beggars on horseback” * commence their 
ride to the well, never mind; and they never failed 
to give my father a-call as they passed his dwelling. I 
should say that they called often, but for the fact that they 
generally staid so long; for as here was always “ bread 
enough and to spare,” they tarried, and for the meagre pro- 


* Tt was an old saw, and no less true now, that ‘‘ Set a beggar on horseback and 
‘ he will ride to the devil.”’ 


‘THE PEIRCE: FAMILY. (313 


f their barren brains were permitted to recuperate 
superabundent bowels. Souls that would have had 


culty in passing through heaven’s gate had that por- 


horse-leech, A like a barren womb or the grave, 
a cried, PAVE. And as vehicles had now come He 


se that followed their father and much worthier divine to 
' the Smithfield stake.* 

_ Not only for themselves, but for the sake also of the 
ghastly spectres or frame-work ‘of what had once been 
‘ses, was their protracted visits at my father’s still more 


man, can these bones live?” But the way in which 
sl their owners or riders availed themselves of my father’s best 

hay and grain, with the grass growing in his pastures, made 
it qu ‘ite safe for them to “ Peepnosy upon these bones and 
er into you and ye shall live.” ‘‘ And I will lay sinews 
m you, and will bring up flesh upon you and cover you 
ph skin.” Forty of these horses have I known my father 
to be furnishing grass, hay and grain at one time, besides 
tsi, from the beginning of January to the close of 
December, having from one to three (and not unfrequently 
_ more), and this for nearly forty consecutive years ; + and 

_ though - in his house were eleven feather beds, he and 


y 


mit & dolin Rogers, an eloquent and zealous English divine, who suffered martyrdom 
a stake in Smithfield, in 1555, during the persecuting reign of Queen Be : 
ng one of the many instances of folly and wickedness resulting from a woman’s 
y empting to occupy a throne. 

From April or May, 1807, till his death,. Jan. 6, 1845, when the writer and his 
ther came into possession of what remained of the once handsome estate. : 


27 
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my mother repeatedly slept upon the floor, every ellie 
occupied by preachers and exhorters, male and female, with 
their children. . Ape 

The wonder therefore is, that with this constant, heavy, — 
and long-continued tax upon his income and means, my | 
father was enabled to leave me anything, instead of the com- 
paratively small property he did. 

+ But, among all this chaff, let it not for a moment be con- 
sidered that there were no grains of good sound wheat; for 
certainly there were, and salt of great purity, strength and 
savor, else the otherwise inanimate mass would have settled — 
down in stagnant putrefaction, and perished in Too 
rottenness. : 

Nor do I believe that the slime, froth and scum which at 
first flowed in upon this denomination, like the raging bil- 
lows of an angry flood, were disproportionate to the influx 
of such materials upon other reformatory efforts, alike cal. 
culated to excite low and grovelling passions, as well as to 
stir up pure minds, as all exciting themes, with the novelty 
of newness to recommend them, are ever calculated to do. 
Upon an alarm of fire, a mixed and motley crowd rush forth, 
some of whom are actuated by the highest and best motives. 
that ever impelled to virtuous action, viz., to save life and 
property, and offer both succor and sympathy to the afilicted ; 
but in that crowd are also persons of morbid minds, who 
are never so happy as when witnessing some exhibition of 
trouble, trial and distress inflicted on some one that mever 
did or even wished them any harm; and there are also the 
thieves, who go expressly to afflict the afflicted and rob them 
of what the flames ‘may spare. So when the tocsin of 
truth is sounded, summoning earth’s inhabitants to do battle 
for any cause, good or great, a reform secular or religious, 

‘moral or political, as in the case of a fire alarm, the ears of 
good, bad and indifferent are reached, when priests and poli. 
ticians, the high and the low, rich and poor, learned and 
ignorant, pharisaical and licentious, refined and brutal, all — 
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rt upon the chase, bent upon performing as many mis- 
sions as their numbers furnish conditions in life, types of 
character or orders of mind. 

aes Rev. Daniel Hix, of Dartmouth, of whom we have alrea- 
dy had cause to make frequent mention, was one of the most 
-pure-minded of men, and being possessed of great natural 
* Eahility, was sionally successful in his efforts to bring order 
out: of the confusion which to such a degree pervaded the: 
denomination at the beginning. Although supplying the 
pulpit of a Christian church in Dartmouth, he had a care 
6 “and temporarily supplied the pulpits of several other 
churches i in different towns of Plymouth and Bristol coun- 
_ ties; and while thus ministering to their spiritual wants, 
_ provided for his own temporal necessities by working with 
3 his hands, and fulfilling, so far as it could apply to a single © 
member of the human family, the Scripture that saith, “ Th 
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return 
unto the ground, for out of it wast thou taken ; for dust thou 
adi and unto dust shalt thou return.” He, like other minis- 
ot ers, performed his journeys on horseback, until Major Peter 
iver, of Middleboro’, aided by some other friends of Mr. 
‘Hix, made him the present of a chaise 

oe Dr. Abner Jones, leaving the pereuee of medicine, became 
ae of this. denomination; and though having per- 
__ haps less natural ability than Daniel Hix, was favored with 
far greater advantages of education (for he was one of the 
best educated in this denomination at that time), which ena- 
bled him to become an acceptable and able minister. Mr. 
_ Jones was singularly fortunate in his selection of a wife, she 
_ being a woman of superior mind, and withal well educated. 
Benjamin Taylor,* Frederick Plummer, William Demerit 
and George W. Kilton, ordained ministers of this faith 
and practice, were all above reproach, and to this list seve- 


F 
4 


_* Benjamin Taylor was born in Beverly, Mass., July 22, 1786; ordained at Asso- 
net in June, 1811; died in Schoolcraft, Mich., Sept. 24, 1848. 
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ral other ministers of less note could perhaps be added, 
who did honor to themselves and their calling. __ 

But no one of these probably at their first setting out in 
the work of the Christian ministry exercised so great and. 
extended an influence or was able to draw together such 
crowds of people as one whose name we forbear to men- 


tion, and who, we are informed, just before his death, de-— 


clared that God had deceived him.* Doubtless he had 


been deceived, and had been instrumental in deceiving. 


many others, but that God deceived him we do not believe. 

Another and still more prominent minister, after turning 
sundry somersets, at last turned up an infidel.t Another 
became a Universalist; and another, after professing and 


preaching three different, distinct and contradictory forms — 


of religious faith, died; and soon after his decease his only 


son remarked, that if his father had not gone to hell, that: 


place could not have been designed ‘for the wicked. 
We could extend this list of wnworthies by mentioning 
several others, together with the sickening details of their 


actions, but forbear lest we cater to depraved appetites and 


diseased minds rather than gratify a healthy desire for know- 
ledge and ‘“‘ wisdom profitable to direct.” 


* Mesmerism and Animal Magnetism were then so little understood, that their 
influences and effects were mistaken for miracles, or the special intervention of God. 
That minister, had he lived till this time, doubtless would have learned that he was 
by nature (not grace) a powerful magnet, and became a popular medium. Praying 
did not enlighten him upon this subject, any more than it would get his wagon out 
of the mud; and though exercising an astonishing influence over those who came 
near him, was probably as innocent of a true knowledge of this faculty, from whence 
derived, &c., as those upon whom it operated, in what was then called the ** slaying 
power.’’ In one of the most successful of his efforts, before a large assembly, when 
- men were acting like idiots, and with women trying to become as little children—the 
women particularly, and very successfully imitating the most shameless acts of a 
yery young child—this minister is said to have turned aside his face and soliloquized, 
‘‘ This does beat the very devil! ’’ An apt illustration of the truth of that Scrip- 
ture which saith, ‘‘ And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.” 

+ Rey. Elias Smith gave up preaching and commenced practising medicine on the 
Thomsonian plan—his faith in the Lord being succeeded by that which he came to 
have in lobelia, ardent piety by an equally earnest advocacy of red pepper, and the 


getting up of steam to heal bodies through the use of fire and water, rather than — 


benefiting souls by setting ablaze the passions of men. 
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Ve are told by no less than Scriptural authority, that 
e ‘kingdom of heaven is like unto a net that was cast 
the sea and gathered of every kind,” “ which when it 
full they drew to shore and sat Sue ‘ack gathered the 
d into vessels and cast the bad away.” And in this at- 
pt to set up that kingdom upon the earth was this result — 
ized, Save in casting away the bad, who for a time were 
_ able to deceive, as it were, the very elect, and by their ex- 
ample and influence turn the order of the Lord’s house into 
ful confusion. But those lamentable times, if not short- 
ed, were at length improved, slowly and gradually it is 
true, but no less cui positively and fully, and by one 
e of those revolutions that never go backwards. And it was 
P in vain, too, that when these counterfeits of good coin had 
eee: exposed, those having more tender evrinetee than 
sound sense raised the cry, “Let both grow together 
‘until the harvest, lest while ye gather up the tares ye root 
up also the wheat with them ;” for he “ whose fan is in his 
hand” seemed determined to most “ thoroughly purge his 
floor and gather his wheat into the garner” of comparative 
safety, and Bore and destroy the chaff as with an ‘ un- 
quenchable fire.” | 
x Considering the plan of operation at first assumed by this 
nomination, and the enlarged platform of their faith and 
he war that they waged against education, or any attempts 
) towards literary attainment, a paid ministry, &c. &c., it is 
no matter of surprise that some of their preachers, “ un- 
4 Beimed and unstable,” should ‘“‘ wrest the Scriptures unto 
their own destruction,’ and furnish a gaping crowd of blind 
| _ believers with crude indigestible theories they were as well 
amaiiied to manage or possess as a raving maniac is the 
nrestricted use of a razor, and as improperly entrusted as 
ould be a looking-glass and hammer for playthings to a 
young child. “Politics make strange bedfellows,” but not 
more dissimilar, ill-adapted and remarkable than religious 
associations or persons brought or thrown pogether by force 
27% 


318 THE PEIRCE FAMILY: 


of the circumstance that they adhere to a particular form 
of religious faith. , =f 


Speaking typically, when the Christian denomination hadi 


advanced in its history from the ‘* without form and void and 
darkness” period, to that when the light of experience 
only enabled them to “‘ see men as trees walking,” and hard- 
ly able to determine which was the man and which the tree, 
my father was often most grossly imposed upon by drift- 


wood sailing down the current, and attracted by the eddy of 


this new doctrine, for 
‘* His house was known to all the vagrant train; ”’ 


and the shibboleth spoken by this denomination was amply 


sufficient to gain an entrance, when, true to their nature in ~ 


showing their swinish propensities, they devoured all the 
pearls placed before them, and then sought to rend him. __ 
~— One “ sister in the Lord,” whose carroty-colored and coarse 
tow hair scarcely covered the growing baldness of a brainless 
pate, was seriously exercised and had her righteous soul ter- 
ribly vexed and troubled, because my mother’s dark brown 
hair, that curled naturally, hung in rich profusion to her 


shoulders ; and it was all in vain that scanty ‘* red-top ” was - 


assured that these curls were natural, the result of God’s 
handiwork, instead of vainly misspent time. Nothing but 
my mother’s final and eternal punishment for the sin of be- 
ing better looking than herself would satisfy the sist love 
iri this woman. 

And a “brother in the Lord,” while eating with my fa- 
ther at our table, where he was as far above his proper sta- 


tion as a pig would be in a parlor, blew the filthy mucus 


from his nose into his hand, when he received a stern repri- 
mand, and was driven immediately away from the table, and 
never again permitted to eat in that house save alone, as my 
father “would not allow the most profane servant of his 
household to be so disgraced as to eat with him. 

An ordained minister also once entertained our family at 
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; ag and while thus eloquently dibecenende upon improve- 
ment i in mind and refinement in manners, was reaching with 
a his teaspoon to the centre of the table and dipping out and 
a eating the soft part of a custard pie, and leaving the crust 
a as yacant as his mind, and repulsive as ‘his disgusting 
‘manners. 

And then there was another ordained minister of this de- 
_ nomination, who said he had a valuable woodlot to sell, and 
F - took my father to see it, and showed the latter not only that 
. lot but a part or the whole of a much more valuable lot be- 
_ longing to another person lying beside it, and sold him both, 

q giving him a deed specifying a quantity nearly or quite 
‘ equal to both, and closing up with the usual phraseology 
_ more or less.” My father bought and paid for seven acres 
as shown him by the minister and set forth in the deed, 

: when in fact there were only three acres and a half; and 
3 and on calling the attention of this professed servant af the 
- most high God to the circumstance, was answered, ‘‘ What 
- does your deed say? More or less. Well, if there is not 
more, and you say there is not, then of course there must be 
4 Oia And no restitution would he make. As I read upon 
:, his grave-stone the praises of this hypocrite, set forth ima 
a ase from Holy Writ, I am ever reminded that 


‘* Here lie the dead and here the living lie.”’ 


_ As aspecimen of the insatiate horse-leech style of suck- 
= ng—the bare-faced, shameless begging — to which these 

_unfledged priests would resort, I give asingle instance of the 
scores that might be mentioned. A minister came to my 
7, father with the mournful whine of a starving cur, and say- 
. ing, “I have no meat.” “I'll give you a quarter of beef,” 

i as, the reply. ‘But I have no barrel in which to salt the 


‘ . 
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meat,” continued the beggar; and was quickly insets. 
‘“‘T'll give you a barrel.” “ But I have no salt.” “ Then 
I'll give you the salt.” ‘* But I cannot get the barrel of beef 
home, as I have no wheel-barrow.” Fully resolved not to 
be outdone, my father added, ‘I'll give you a wheel-barrow.” 
And with all these the preacher departed, with an unpardon- 
able omission, leaving undone one essential feature and prop- 


erly the closing act of such a proceeding: —he ought to — 


have asked my father to wheel the load home for him! 
To those best acquainted with human nature in all its 


phases, it will be superfluous to add that this minister — 


afterwards became one of the bitterest of my father’s foes. 
Among the itinerant female preachers belonging to the 
‘¢ Christian denomination,” 
faith and practices to make my father an occasional yisit, 
and the “ Pilgrim Tavern” (as his house came to be known 
and called by both saints and sinners) a temporary home, 
were Clarissa Danforth, whose devotion to the Lord was 


or nearly enough allied to its — 


succeeded by that she came to have for a man that she mar- - 


ried ; and a Miss Macomber, who on taking a second sober 
thought was led to Consider Howland, and became his wife ; 


Sarah Thornton, who lived, I think, and died in single bless-~ 


edness ; and the pettish, waspish, squeamish, brutish, irasci- 
ble, devilish, and all things disagreeable usually considered 
or ever expressed under the term ‘ old maidish,” Harriet 
Livermore. Harriet, as every body who ever heard her talk 
five minutes must have learned, was a daughter of Judge 


Livermore, of Maine, and in her early life was said to have 


had an admirer, a lover, and these doves walking out by the ~ 


soft light of the sweet silver moon came upon a bridge where 
they stopped to bill and coo, admire the beauty that water 


lends to a landscape, and with simpering softness express’ 


their tender sentiments. Dead calms are said to be the im- 
mediate precursors of the convulsions of earthquakes, and 
from hot love to cool hate, as from the sublime to the ridicu- 
lous, is but a single step. Something was done or omitted 


~ 
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that displeased the angelic Harriet, when in an instant she 
_ was an incarnate devil, a she fiend, and with the velocity of 
_ lightning or her uncontrolled passions, she seized the aston- 
ished loyer and hurled him from the bridge headlong into 
_ the stream. He did not drown, as anything so near to light 
and airy nothingness as to be enamored of Harriet Liver- 
more would not be dense enough to sink, but the bath served 
effectually to cool his ardor and quench the flame in his 


bosom, and he came out of the water a wiser if not indeed 
a better man. 

Although but seven years old myself when last she perse- 
cuted my father and his family with several weeks of her 
presence, well do I remember how peace and quiet fled away 
at her approach and remained absent during her stay ; how 


| with the fussy flutter of a setting hen she made herself tho- 
_ roughly disagreeable, arrayed as she was in the heat of sum- 
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mer in a thick woolen cloak, with a foot-stove at her feet 
and a fan in her hand, keeping warm her body, heating 
her feet, and cooling her face at one and the same time ; and 
how in dog-days I was sent to carry her foot-stove, glowing 
with heat, into the pulpit, where she attempted to preach; 
but before she had proceeded far-she noticed one of the 
singers turn over a book in the gallery, at which she was so 
enraged as to sit down, pout and refuse to go on. And while 
on that visit, being sick, as she said, she directed milk por- 
ridge served for her diet, requesting that it be well supplied 
with raisins and generously strengthened with good brandy: 
Also do I remember how pleased I was with the story that 
she was once receiving her breakfast in bed, when discover- 
ing something on the tray that displeased her, she yelled out 
to the servant, ‘‘ Does your mistress presume to send such 
a breakfast to Judge Livermore’s daughter?” and at. the 
same time reaching out her foot and kicking the salver from 


the servant’s hands—which act, on being reported, speedily 
- ae the woman of the house to the room, who taking 


peown the bed-clothes said, “I sent Judge Livermore’s daugh- 
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ter that breakfast, and am now come to spank her;” which 
with one of her shoes she proceeded to diene: and a a 
did she accomplish it. 

Then there was another female eee not an old riaid, ; 
but who ought to have been, and whose husband carried her 
about the country, and at the same time carried his. own 
sober and troubled face, looking “ poor in spirit” enough 
to inherit a large share of the kingdom of heaven. His. 
great, fat, lazy wife, while stopping at my father’s and oc- 
cupying one of the chambers in which were “ set a bed and 
a table and a stool and a candle-stick,” for the holy men of ~~ 
God which were believed to be passing continually, though 
in good health, was too indolent to get up to spit or reach — 
for anything to spit in; and there she lay, and hawked, and 
spit against the clean walls of the chamber. 

I should not have been so minute in details, or careful to 
give the disgusting particulars, but that in addition to show- 
ing the patience my father exercised, and what he suffered 
in trying to bear other people’s burdens, I might also show 
why I am not what my father was. First, these people, in 
the name of the Lord, came so near eating him out of house 
and home, that I had not the wherewith to do, and there- — 
fore could not if I would. Second, I discovered that there 
was much humbuggery and deception in religious preten- 
sions, and that a large part of professors were really base 
pretenders ; and familiarity with ministers from my earliest 
youth bred such a contempt for them, their practices, and 
even their pretended faith, that I would not be as my father 
was if I could. Indeed, I am convinced that before his death 
he himself discovered that he had fallen into the error of 
. Goldsmith’s village preacher, who 


‘* Pleased with his guests,’’ had ‘‘ learned to glow, 
And quite forgot their vices in their woe ; 
Careless their merits or their faults to scan, 

His pity gave ere charity began.”’ 


Ebenezer Peirce, during the most of his life, enjoyed re- 
markable good health. Once, when a young man, being in 
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ses Bw “York city, he was taken down with measles, and at- 
3 _ tempted to doctor himself; and as a result came very near 
{ - dying, even after a good and skilful physician had been 
called, as neglect and bad management had caused the dis- 
ease to take the wrong direction.: 
_-~While that fatal malady called the: “cold plague” was 
_ raging in or about 1816, he stopped at the hotel in Warren, 
_ R.1I., being on his way to Providence, and while warming 
4 himself at the fire was attacked with this disease, and after 
_ quite a long sickness was barely able to recover. The first 
: : symptom of the disease that he discovered was a sudden and 
§ severe pain in one of his little fingers. 
_ His death was caused by an hereditary affection of the 
kidneys, nearly resembling the gravel (the same disease that 
_ proved fatal to his pitlien, and from which he at times suffer- 
ed intense agony for the last six years of his life. 
_ * ‘Take comfort,” he used to say to me, “ take comfort 
to-day; because if you neglect to do so, this day will soon 
_ have passed and cannot possibly be recalled. To-day’s com- 
fort must therefore be taken to-day, if at all.” And he evi- 
_ dently practised upon that principle. Was he to take a 
_ ride, the pleasure was but half complete unless he could 
find some one to ride with him, for at least half his happi- 
- ness resulted from seeing others happy. As he rode along, 
I could never discover but that his interest in the welfare 
and prosperity of others was equal to that he had in his 
own, and the pleasant and kind manner in which he sug- 
gested what he deemed improvements upon the course they 
were pursuing prevented them from becoming angry at what 
3 they might otherwise construe into an impertinent intru- 
sion; for, 


‘¢ His ready smile a parent’s warmth expressed, 
Their welfare pleased him and their cares distressed ; 
To them his heart, his love, his griefs were given, 
But all his serious thoughts had rest in heaven. 
As some tall cliff that lifts its awful form, 
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm—— 
Though round its base the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head.”’ 
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Joanna, wife of Ebenezer Peirce, was, as has been re- 


marked, the eldest daughter of Col. Benjamin Weayer* and 


wife Amy Brownell, and was born in the ancient house for- — 


merly owned and occupied by her father (and still standing 
at Assonet Four Corners in Freetown), on Monday, May 8, 
1786 —a year made memorable as that in which Shays's 
Rebellion occurred. 

Few localities in that section have a greater historic inte- 


rest than this old houset and its grounds (once embracing — 


some five hundred acres, but now reduced to less than one 
acre), being, as it was at one time, the home of Col. Thomas 


* Col. Benjamin Weaver was the first son and only child of Benjamin Weaver, 
Jr., master mariner, and was born in Freetown on Wednesday, June 25, 1755. The 
parent belonged in Swansey, Mass., and the mother was the second daughter and 
third child of Capt. Ambrose Barnaby. She was born in Freetown, June 26, 1733, and 
married Benjamin Weaver, Jr., of Swansey, Nov. 4, 1753. She wanted one day of 
being 22 years old when her son was born. Col. Weaver at an early age had the 
misfortune to lose his father, who was drowned in or about 1756, and in 1758 his 
mother became the wife of Col. Sylvester Childs, of Warren, R. I., a Colonel under 
the King ; and going to live with him in Warren, she left the son with her father 


in Freetown, where he remained until old enough to learn a trade. His advantages . 
for obtaining an education were very limited, and when other boys thought they had — 


done well to learn to read, write, spell and cipher, he, in addition to this, became a 


good Latin scholar. Through life he was ever remarkable for the strict method with — 


+ ahs 


which he conducted his business, and for his honest integrity and great industry and — 


conscientiousness, a8 also for his neat and genteel appearance, pleasant address, &c., 
being universally admitted to be the most polite man in town. At the commence- 
ment of the war of the revolution, he wasa Sergeant of a Company of the Rhode 
Island forces in the patriot army, and returning to Massachusetts during that war, 
he served in a Freetown Company sent to aid in the defence of Rhode Island, and 
not long afterwards was promoted to Captain from the ranks, and in a regiment of 
which Manasseh Kempton was Colonel, Joseph Durfee Lieut.-Colonel, and George 
Claghorn Major ; and was subsequently promoted to Lieut.-Colonel of that regiment, 
George Claghorn being Colonel and Robert Earle Major. As Treasurer of Freetown, 
he was chosen by annual elections for twenty-nine years; was Assessor five years, 
Selectman one year, School Committee ten years, Auditor of Town’s accounts two 


years, and ina great number of instances Moderator of town meetings. Asa Jus- 


tice of the Peace for Bristol County, he served about thirty years, and left a record — 


of about three thousand cases that had been tried before him. 
{ This isa two-story building, 30 by 40 feet on the ground, with a one athe 


porch 18 feet by 24. The ana was erected by Ephraim Tisdale in or near the year — | 


1740, or about one hundred and thirty years since, and the porch by Col. Weaver 
about the close of the revolutionary war. Ephraim Tisdale, Jr., a staunch loyalist, 


an account of whose sufferings for the King are given by Mr. Sabine on page 647 of 
his ‘ Loyalists,’’ and his brother Henry Tisdale also, a banished tory, and sisters 
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| 
Gilbert, a noted loyalist. Ephraim Tisdale, the builder and 
_ first owner, was a man of great worldly possessions, and a 
5 grandson of John Tisdale, one of the twenty-six original pro- 
_ prietors of Freetown, who purchased this township of 
_ the Indians, April 2, 1659. John Tisdale was killed by the 
Indians, June 27, 1675, and Sarah his wife died in Decem- 
ber, 1676. It was upon the land of John Tisdale, and near 
_ the site of this old house, that those forces of Plymouth Col- 
ony residing in Taunton, Rehoboth, Bridgewater and Swan- 
Bs sey, were ordered to muster preparatory to setting out on a 
warlike expedition against Awashuncks, the squaw Sachem, 
a Aug. 8,1671. The site of this house was also once owned 
by Capt. Roger Goulding, who relieved Capt. Benjamin 
_ Church and his men from their perilous situation at the 

battle of the Peasfield, July 8, 1675. 

The name Joanna was given by Col. Weaver to this, his: 
eldest daughter, because that was the Christian name of his 
mother, and she had been thus named by her father, Capt. 


Elizabeth, the wife of Major Thomas Gilbert, Jr., and Mary, wife of Bradford Gil- 
bert, also refugees, were all residents in this old house. 
| Capt. Jael Hathaway and Capt. George Chase, tory Captains in the Revolution, 
_ together with Abial Chase, were the next owners and occupants, and so continued 
till about 1762, when Thomas Gilbert became both owner and occupant. 
Gilbert had been a Captain at the siege of Louisburg in 1745, Lieut.-Colonel in 
___ the French and Indian war in 1755, and was made Colonel of local militia in 1762. 
_ For account of Col. Gilbert, see ‘‘ Sabine’s American Loyalists,’’ pages 320-323. 
Robert Treat Paine, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, and 
Samuel Barnaby, member from Freetown to the first Constitutional Convention, 
Town Olerk, Selectman, Assessor, and Committee of Inspection, Correspondence and 
Safety, were the next successive owners, the last named of whom, by deed bearing 
date of Feb. 1, 1782, conveyed it to Col. Benjamin Weaver, who owned and oc- 
cupied it till his death, April 23, 1838, when it descended to his daughter Joanna ; 
and at her decease, Jan. 6, 1859, to Ebenezer W. Peirce, the writer of this sketch. 
_ The frame of the house is massive oak, the rafters being larger than the timber 
now used for corner posts, and the covering of oak plank. Much of the internal 
finish remains 77 statu quo, and in one of the chambers are paper-hangings that have 
_ Covered the walls more than three score years. The thought has often occurred to 
4 tne, that could these walls speak, what a volume of local history could be commu- 
_ nicated by them! The bed-room occupied by Col. Thomas Gilbert until about mid- 
night of April 8, 1775, remains scarcely changed—the same door still. swinging 
_ upon the identical hinges that gave him egress when pursued by the infuriated 
Sh higs of Bristol County, led by Col. John Daggett, of Attleborough. 
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Ambrose Barnaby,* for his mother Joanna Harlow (daughter 
of Sergeant William Harlow + of Plymouth and wife Mary 

Shelly), who was born March 24, 1669, and married Ja a 
Barnaby, of Plymouth. She died in Freetown, Sept. ‘4, 1725. 
‘He died in Freetown, July 5, 1726, and they were buried 
in the old town burial ground (now in Fall River), where 
his grave and that of his wife are marked by suitable stones 
bearing inscriptions. James Barnaby, of Plymouth and 
then of Freetown, was a “ cordwainer,’” and much less of 
aman than Capt. Ambrose Barnaby, his son, who probably 


took strongly from the ‘maternal side. The will of James — 


Barnaby, of Freetown, bearing date of June 22, 1726, gave 
to son Ambrose all his real estate, and to daughter Lydia 
Perry thirty pounds. James was born in or about 1670. 


* Capt. Ambrose Barnaby was born at Plymouth in 1706; married Elizabeth 
Gardner, of Swansey, June 14, 1728 ;. died in Freetown, April 18, 1775. He was the 
principal donor of the parsonage farm, given to the Congregational Church and Soci- 
ety of Freetown, in or near 1747, and was Town Clerk of that town ten years. His 
chirography was beautiful, and never excelled upon the records of that town before 
or since. Indeed he seems to have been the amanuensis of his neighborhood. He 


was a Selectman of Freetown five years, Assessor four years, and Moderator of an- © 


nual town meeting three years. His will bore date of February 18, 1774, and in this 
he gave away about eight hundred acres of land in Freetown, with considerable 
sums of money and a large personal estate, provided for the freedom of his negro 


slave Fortune, who was to havea decent suit of clothes and alife lease of fifteen acres — 


of land. Capt. Barnaby was a Captain in or about the time of the old French war 
(1745). His house, in which his daughter Joanna and grandson Benjamin Weaver 
were born, is still standing, and is a two-story building about 40 by 60 on the 
ground, elaborately finished, and must have been an elegant dwelling for his 
time. Here tradition informs that Capt. Barnaby dispensed a generous hospitality 
hardly equalled and never excelled in that section of the State. The almanac hang- 
ing in his house the year his grandson Benjamin was born, is now possessed by the 
writer. This old homestead farm of the Barnaby family was purchased by James 
Barnaby (the father of Capt. Ambrose Barnaby) for the sum of thirteen hundred 
pounds, and Feb. 18, 1725, the date of the deed, and is still owned by his lineal 
descendants. 

+ Sergeant William Harlow settled at Lynn, then at Sandwich, and last in Ply- 


mouth, and few names so often occur upon the colonial records, he being almost con- — 


stantly employed in offices of arduous and important trust, such as required ability 

honesty and strict integrity. Thus we find him to have been a Selectman of Ply- 
mouth for the years 1668, ’69, ’70, °71, °72, ’73, ’74, 77, ’83, *84, *85, 786, *89, 790, 

and ’91, and a Deputy or Repfesdsitateve to the Dehra Cobrt in 1673 and 1675. 

Mary Shelly was his third wife. She was born Nov. 3, 1639, and married William 
Harlow, Jan. 25, 1666. He was one of the Grand Inquest for several years. Shel- 
ly, the maiden name of the wife, was probably what came to be called Shirley. 
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James Barnaby was a son of James Barnaby,* and born 

of his wife Lydia Bartlett, a daughter of Robert Bartlett,+ 

_ who came passenger in the ship Ann in 1623. Robert 
Bartlett's wife, and mother of Lydia Barnaby, was Mary. 

_ Warren, eldest daughter of Richard Warren and wife 
Elizabeth. 

And now, as we have incidentally noticed so many of the 
ancestors of Mrs. Joanna Peirce, it might seem invidious to 
_ omit the few others, and who were also very respectable 
- “people. é 
| Benjamin Weaver, her great-grandfather, then said to 

have been of Freetown, we are informed by the Town Re- 

- cords of Tiverton was married to Ruth Sheffield, of Free- 
town, April 11, 1723. Ruth, the wife, was born Jan. 10, 
_ 1704, being a daughter of Amos Sheffield, the first Town 

Clerk of Tiverton, and his wife Anna Pearce. Amos Shef- 

field was born June 25, 1673, and married Anna Pearce 

March 5, 1696. Anna was born Feb. 14, 1674, and died 
Noy. 27, 1706, leaving the daughter Ruth a motherless 
child when less than three years old, and who became a 
wife at the age of nineteen. In the Registry of Deeds for 

Bristol County we find Benjamin Weaver noticed as follows : 

** March 1, 1733, Benjamin Weaver, Mariner, of Swansey, 

for three hundred pounds bought of Stephen Bowen, of 

said town, shipwright, twelve acres of land in ‘ Showa- 
met purchase, bounded on ‘Taunton river and a cove, and 

to run to a rock by the grist-mill dam.” January 17, 1745, 

«‘ Benjamin Weaver, Mariner, for eleven hundred and sixteen 

pounds and six shillings current money bought of Benjamin 

Kinsley of Swansey, fifty-two acres and a half of land in 

*Showamet purchase,’ with barn and grist-mill thereon 


; —_—_— 

4 * After the death of James Barnaby, Lydia became the wife of John Nelson, of 

# | Middleboro’. She was born June 8, 1647. 

+ He is said to have been much ‘‘ opposed to psalm-singing.”’ ee eke Psalms 

ei; cand the tunes appended, badly printed and perhaps worse sung, could but offend 
both good sense and good ears. He was married to Mary his wife in 1628. Her 
father came over in the Mayflower in 1620. 
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standing, and bounded by land of Peter Weaver and by 
Taunton river.” ‘ Dec. 13, 1756, Benjamin Weaver of 
Swansey for fifty-six pounds bought of Samuel Slade, of said 


town, fourteen acres of land.” These three purchases made 
him a farm of seventy-eight and a half acres in Swansey ; 


and besides this he owned quite an extensive tract in what 
was then Freetown, but now Fall River. 

‘“‘ Showamet purchase” was that part of the ancient town- 
ship of Swansey, set off and incorporated as a new and dis- 
tinct town (Feb. 20, 1790), and called Somerset, and the 


lands of Benjamin Weaver were near the present residence ~ 


of Capt. John D. Cartwright, and in that part of the town 
sometimes called “ Egypt.” 

The will of Benjamin Weaver bore the date of Noy. 19, 
1774, and gave 


‘To beloved wife Ruth the income and improvement of all my 
homestead farm and buildings during her widowhood, and alfo farm- 
ing tackling and tools, during widowhood and no longer, and alfo give 
to her at her own difpofal, all live stock of what denomination foev- 
er, and all indoor movables except what I shall otherwife difpofe of 
in this will, and what fire-wood she shall have occasion for her own 
ufe, and what fencing stuff as she shall have occasion for making and 


keeping in repair the fence on this my homestead farm, to be taken - 


from off my land lying in Freetown. ‘‘ Also give to beloved wife my 


side faddle, bridle and pillion, and all my provision and provender 


I shall have by me at my deceafe, and all in lieu of thirds or dowry. 
‘Item. I give and bequeath unto my grandfon Benjamin Weaver, 


fon of my fon Benjamin Weaver deceafed, the fum of six pounds law- 


ful money, to be paid to him eaqually by my two fons Samuel and 
Parker Weaver, two years after my wifes deceafe, and alfo give and 
bequeath to grandfon Benjamin Weaver my silver shoe buckles. 

““Item. I give and devife to my two fons Samuel and Parker Wea- 
ver, all my land lying in Freetown, to be eaqually divided between 
them, they allowing my wife to take wood and fencing stuff from and 
off faid lands as above exprefsed. 


: 
“Item. I give and devife unto my fon Samuel Weaver, in addition — 


to five hundred dollars I have heretofore given and paid for him, the 
Southerly part of my homestead farm, beginning at a tree by a high- 
way whereon the gate now hangs, from thence Easterly in range of the 
stone wall as it now stands untill it comes to the South East corner of 
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my rye field, and from faid corner on a straight line to the South West 

_ corner of the meadow adjoining to Peter Weaver’s land, and from faid 

_ corner as the wall now stands Easterly to the brook, and thence to 

Taunton Great River, and to be as wide at the river as at the brook. 

Alfo give to fon Samuel my gun, Sword and Saddle. 

“item. I give and devife to fon Parker all the rest and residue of 

_ my homestead farm and buildings. 

; “Ttem. I give and bequeath to daug. Anna Evans,* in addition to 
what I have allready given her, the fum of five pounds lawfull money, 
to be paid her in one year after my wife’s deceafe. 

“Ttem. I give and bequeath to my daug. Ruth Potter, in addition 
to what I have allready given her, the fum of five pounds lawfull mo- 

“ney, to be paid within two years after my wife’s deceafe. 

' “Ttem. I give and bequeath to daug. Eunice Read,j in addition to 
what I have allready given her, the fum of five pounds lawfull money, 

_ to be paid in three years after wife’s deceafe. 

_ “TIT give and bequeath to my daughter Elizabeth Look, in addition 
to what I have allready given her, the fum of five pounds lawfull mo- 
ney, to be paid to her by my wife four years after my deceafe. 

*“Ttem. My will is that my Executrix and Executor hereafter 
named shall fell all that piece of land I bought of Samuel Slade, and 
with the money arising thereby to pay my just debts and charges. 

** FINALLY, all the Rest and Residue of my Estate not before given 


* Dayid Evans, Jr. of Freetown, and Anna Weaver, of Swansey, were married 
Noy. 29, 1745, and their son Benjamin Evans (named probably for his maternal 
grandfather) was born Jan. 9, 1749, and as Ensign of Capt. Benjamin Read’s Com- 
__ pany served twelve days at Rhode Island in July and August, 1780. He was an 
Assessor of Freetown in 1779, 1783 and ’84. Mary, a daughter (of D. Evans, Jr. 
and wife Anna Weaver), born February 12, 1751, married Nov. 24, 1779, Gilbert 
Hathaway, of Freetown, and who afterwards went to the State of Maine, and their 
son David, born Sept. 24, 1788, resided in Rochester, Mass., and was commissioned 
in the local militia as a Major, Oct. 10, 1823, and Colonel Sept. 11, 1827. 
Another daughter of D. Evans, Jr. and Anna his wife was Elizabeth, born Feb. 
9, 1753, and who became the wife of Henry Tisdale, a Freetown tory. They were 
married in 1773, and in 1778 he was proscribed and banished, went to St. John, 
New Brunswick, where they resided about three years and then returned to Free- 
town. 3 
+ Eunice Weaver became the wife of Lieut. Jonathan Reed, of Freetown, now 
¥ Fall River. He was chosen Treasurer of Freetown Marclt 2, 1772, and served ten 
«years ; “Selectmen, Mar.7, 1774, and served twelve years; Assessor in 1794; Town 
if Auditor in 1771, ’92, 97, 98 and ’99; one of the Committee of Correspondence, 
_ Inspection and Safety i in 1776, 1778 and 1779. As a Coroner for Bristol County he 
- ‘was appointed March 17, 1781. Their son Ichabod Reed was born April 26, 1760 ; 
and of the seeond company of local militia of Freetown, wags commissioned Lieu- 
tenant June 8, 1789, Captain Oct. 22, 1793; died Dec. 5, 1796. 
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“away in this my last will and testament, I give unto my beloved 
Ruth, the better to enable her to pay my just debts and legacies, Ww v oe 
I make, constitute, ordain and appoint, with my loving fon in law Jon- a i 
athan Reed, fole Executrix and Executor to this my last ee ine : ee, 
testament,” < ee ae 

The signing of this will by Benjamin Weaver. was ae tn 
nessed by Joshua Alger, Clark Ritenton and David Peirce. - 4 

The reasonable inference to be drawn from the little that — 
has here been presented, and which is all that we have been — 
able to gather concerning Benjamin Weaver, is that he had _ S 
been a mariner, and that upon the seas he had earned a q 
competency that enabled him to become quite an extensive : 
landholder, both in Swansey and in Freetown. a 

Benjamin Weaver, Jr., who is named in the will as having — 
deceased, had followed the early occupation of his father, 
and on or before the eleventh day of December, 1752, 
became a master mariner, as appears from his Log-Book or 
** Journal,” in my possession, and from which I here copy: 


“¢ A. Journal of a voyage intended by God’s permifsion from Rhode E : 
Island to Charlestown In South Caroliner, in the Sloop Lydia, ae ‘ 


by me Benj* Weaver of freetown. aa 

*¢ December ye 11° 1752 being Munday at about 7 a clock in ye Ba 
morning Came to Sail at Conanicut ferry With ye wind at N.W. and  ~ 
at M. Block islan boar N. Distance 2 Leagues Wherein I take My 4 


Departure for, Charlestown.” a 


Under date of Dec. 19, 1752, he records : 


‘We fplit our main Sail so that Mr. Swift and my {elf were em- 4q 
ployed for feveral hours to mend it. This day we kild a Sheepand 
Drest part of it for Dinner. i; ee 


% 


* °° 


©1752 Dec. ye 25 Monday. 
“This morning we found one of our Sheep Dead in the yard. bg 


** 1752 December ye 26™ being Tufday. ea 

this 24 hours four ‘part vary flatterin We Reckin our Selves in ye 4 
Gulf Stream ye Latter part the Wind breased up at the Westward. — 
We Stud to ye N. ward and W. ward. Last Night we kild a Sheep.” 


““Jenuary ye 30" 1753 this Day about 5. pM. Came over Charle — 
Town bar and parted With ye pilote To proceed for North. Caroli- 
ner Pleas God with a fine Wind at S. W. and we Run to ye East 
Ward and North SERS all Night.” * 
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fis next and last voyage in the Teds was from Newport, 
20, and they left Charleston to return Oct. 14, 1753. 
This last voyage in the sloop Lydia was completed about 
last of October, 1753, and in this Journal of the seas 
also recorded some incidents in the voyage of life, as next 


** November ye 4" 1753 
Being Sunday, this Evening 
Benj" Weaver Jun* and Joanna Bernebe 
Weair Maried By the Rev? 
Mr Silos Britt.” 


ago A \ single day only seems to have been given to festivity, 
me freedom of home, to “cheer up the wife he had 
’ for we next find, | 


a « November ye 6" 1753 ee Benj? Weaver Jun™ Came from Home 
1 gD. on board ye Schooner Mary an To Rigg and to fitt Her for the 


a this Journal we learn that he started upon that voy- 
Pabout sunrise of Dec. 1, 1753, and a very interesting 
act ount of his sea-voyages is therein contained, and continu- 

Se until May 29, 1755, when was commenced “a voyage 
Int fended by Gods Permission In Mary an of Newport my 
“if ged Master bound for Tenner Reef, Began about 11 A.M, & 


_ from Taylor’s Whort, and about 2 P.M. Turned Brinton’s 
os cf “ ” And this tee: less than one month before the birth 


On ne of his bills of lading upon that voyage having come 
in ito any possession, I ae a Copy : 


~ 
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David Lockhart & Co. in and upon the good Ry iin, call- 
ed the Mary Ann, whereof is Master under God for this } pre- : 
fent voyage Capt. Benjamin Weaver, and now lying at aa Ks 
chor in the road of Ovotown and by Gods grace bound for Bye 
‘Rhode Island to fay thirteen pipes Canary Batan Wines — 
for Acco’ and Rifque of the Loadders being Mark’d and — 
Number’d as in Margin and are to be deliver d in like good a 
Order and well Condition d at the aforefaid Port of Rhode — a 
Island, the Dangers of the Seas only excepted, unto Mefsrs. i. 
. John Crofe and John Wooddrop or to their Afsigns, he ont 
they paying freight for the faid Goods with Primage and > 
Average Accustom*. In Witnefs whereof the Master or Pure 
fer hath affirmd to three Bills of Lading, all of this Tenor — 
and Date, the one of which three Bills being accomplishd _ 
the other two to stand void. 


And so God fend the good Schooner to her desired Port in Safety. 
Amen. Dated in Theneriffe, 21 July, 1755. 


I believe that for several years, the log-book on his voy-— 
ages, in sloop and in schooner, never owe a greater speed 
than six miles per hour. a 4 4 

The death of Benjamin Weaver, Jr., that is said to have 
resulted from drowning, must have occurred soon after, as” - 4 
at a Probate Court held in Norton, Aug. 80,1756, Joanna 
Weaver, his widow, was appointed Administratrix upon his 
estate; and ata Probate Court holden in Freetown, Noy. 
Ist, 1757, she was appointed guardian to the minor child.* — pal 

And because we have come last to notice the Gardnérs, as 
from whom, too, Mrs. Joanna Peirce was lineally descended, 
let it not be supposed that the writer considers that: family . 
least among those to whom she was allied by blood. i ta 

From records of the ancient town of Swansey, Mass., we a 
learn that ‘‘ Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel Gardner and { 
Hannah his wife, was born Nov. 11, 1708, about 11 o'clock 

* That letter of administration, as also that of appointment as guardian, rs nf m 
the possession of the writer, and have been so carefully preserved that some part | 


of the impression made in the wax of one of the seals can now be read. I anne 
fourth generation that has had them in keeping. 
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in the forenoon ” and from the first book of Freetown 
- Records, that Mab oie Barnaby, of Freetown, and Elizabeth 
_ Gardner, of Swansey, were married June 14, 1728; and 
_ from an old brown stone in the town’s burial ground, near 
_ ** Mother’s Brook,” so called, that Elizabeth, widow of Capt. 
or : Ambrose Barnaby, died Jan. 28, 1788, in her 80th year. 
The Probate Records of Bristol County furnish evidence 
thet Mrs. Elizabeth Barnaby was a sister of Col. Peleg Gard- 
4 Pnee.* the record of whose will shows him to have been a 
_ man of great wealth. Samuel Gardner, the father of Col. 
ql Peleg Gardner and Mrs. Elizabeth Barnaby, was a son of 
_ Lieut. Samuel Gardner, of Newport, R. I.; next of Free- 
town, and last of Swansey. 
_ ‘Concerning Lieut. Samuel Gardner — or Gardiner, as he 
wrote it— we have gleaned from ancient records the fol- 
_ lowing facts. First, from the Registry of Deeds for Bristol 
_ County, that on the 31st of October, 1687, George Lawton, 
of Freetown, in consideration of the sum of two hundred 
and fifty pounds lawful money of current silver, conveyed 
_ to Samuel Gardner, of Newport, R. I., the southerly half 
_ part of the fifth lot or share in said Freetown, said half de- 
_ Scribed as being fifty-eight rods wide, and containing four 
_ hundred acres, more or less, with dwelling and out-houses 


* Peleg Gardner, of Swansey, was Lieut.-Col. of 1st Regiment in the local mili- 
| tia of Bristol County, from about 1770 till Sept. 19, 1775; William Bullock, of 
Rehoboth being Colonel, Timothy Walker, of Rehoboth, Major, and Christopher 
Mason, Adjutant. Col. Gardner died Aug. 10, 1789, in the 71st year of his age. 
In 1762 Peleg Gardner was Captain-Lieutenant of a company of the local militia 
j in Swansey, Edward Luther being his Lieutenant, and Caleb Mason Ensign. 
Of the first Regiment Bristol Co. militia, were appointed in February, 1762, 
_ Jerathmal Bowers, of Swansey (now Somerset), Col.; Andrew Cole, of Swansey, 
- Lieut.-Colonel ; Valentine Wheeler, Major, and Levi Wheatou) Adjutant. Bowers 
‘was soon after Pamoved from his office as Colonel, and Cole promoted to Colonel, 
_ Wheeler to Lieut.-Colonel, Isaiah Hunt, of Rehoboth, made Major, and Nathan 
p Monroe, Adjutant. William Bullock was made Colonel of this regiment Feb. 27, 
767. 
. , Patience, the wife of Dr. John Turner, of Freetown (now Fall River), was a sister 
_ of Col. Gardner and Mrs. Elizabeth Barnaby. Dr. John and wife Patience were 
the parents of Dr. John Turner, Jr., born March 22, 1748 ; and also of Betsey, the 


~ of Joseph Durfee, Colonel in the patriot army of the revolution. 
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thereon standing, and also half a share of salt meadow at 
Sippecan. This half of the fifth lot in Freetown, George 
Lawton, Jr., of Portsmouth, R. I., had purchased of 'Tho- 


mas Cornell, of Portsmouth, March 24, 1679, and Cornell — 
had bought the same of Samuel and Joseph House, of Scit- 


uate, Mass., March 20, 1678 — Samuel and Joseph House 


having inherited the premises from their father, Samuel ~ 


House, one of the twenty-six original proprietors who pur- 


chased Freetown of the Indians, April 2, 1659. Samuel — 


Gardner bought of William and Thomas Makepeace, Wil- 
liam Davis and James Edminster, a half share of salt mea- 
dow in Swansey, January 25, 1689, and a half share of 
salt meadow in that town of Henry Brightman, April 1, 
1692. That half of fifth lot was in a part of Freetown that 
at the division (Feb. 26, 1803) fell within the limits of Fall 
River. ) 

A little more than six years from the date of his first pur- 
chase, viz., Nov. 14, 1693, Samuel Gardner and Elizabeth 


his wife, in consideration of two hundred and seventy pounds, ~ 


reconveyed this southerly half of the fifth lot in Freetown, 
and the half share of salt meadow at Sippecan, to George 


Lawton, of Portsmonth, R. L, together with housing and 


improvements on the half share in Freetown. 

Thus it seems that Samuel Gardner became an inhabitant 
of Freetown in the latter part of 1687, or early in 1688; 
for in addition to the fact that he owned half of the fifth lot, 
and in his deed of the sale of those premises said that it 
was that on which he dwelt, his name appears as Clerk of 
Freetown, and also Selectman in 1688, and to the last-named 


office he was reélected in 1690 and 92; Assessor in 1690 — 
and ’91; Town Treasurer in 1690; Representative, or De- — 


puty to General Court, in 1690 and ’92; and one of the town 
council of war in 1690. (For authority, see first book of 
Town Records of Freetown.) The earliest tax lists of Free- 
town now extant are in the handwriting of Samuel Gard- 
ner, to whom alone we owe a knowledge of the date at 


. 
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which the south bridge over Assonet River was erected, 
5 who built it, and what it cost, together with the names of 
: ‘those persons taxed to meet this expense, and what sum 
a. each was assessed and paid. 
It is a singular and significant fact that the town of Free- 
town, which was incorporated in July, 1683, had no public 
_ record until after Samuel Gardner became one of its inhabi- 
_ tants* in 1687 or 1688, and the only records of taxes made 
after that time for a long term of years, were those Samuel 
3 Gardner helped to assess. Of all the town councils of war, 
and each town in Bristol County probably had such a council, 
and each council consisted of three persons, Samuel Gard- 
ner alone was selected by the General Court as the council 
of war for that County, and the concise, and at the same 
time particular record that he kept of his doings as one of 
the council for the town of Freetown, is the most remarkable 
_ thing of the kind brought to the writer’s notice; and when 
compared with other bablic documents of that early date, 
emanating from this town, shows Samuel Gardner, in intel- 
ligence and executive ability, to have been head and shoul- 
ders above any other man or men that Freetown could boast. 


Recorp KEPT BY LizuT. SAMUEL GARDINER, ONE OF THE COLO- 
ONIAL CouNcIL oF WAR IN 1690. 


To the Liftenant or towne Counsill of freetown. You are re- 

quired in their majesties name to take care that the two men you were 
to provide by order of the Last general Court be in readinefs by the 
sixth of July well armed and fixed and every way provided to march 
according to order. 


hereof fail not. dated at bristol the 16 of June 1690. 
. Joun WALLY, Major.” 


-* I think, perhaps, the records of Freetown, as a town, were kept with those of 
I dic same territory as a proprietary, or in the proprietors’ records, from 1683 to 1688, 
: That book of proprietors’ records has been lost. 
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June the 24. Entered for volinteers William. D2 * , the 


tor, and Joseph Chetihagueatt Indian for the town of fr fi 
the Common Enemy for the prefent Expidition for Can ad 
Cary being pr efent for faid Expidition. 


«July the fourteenth. 


freetown June 25: 1690. 

| eis. ads 
ohn Reed 00 04 ©0O 
athew Boomar 00 02 08 
- Ralph aerll 00 or 08 
thomas king 00 02 OO 
Benjemin Chaes 00 02 00 
Nickolus waimoth 00 00 06 
Samuel Rowland 00 OI oO 
John Gosbury 00 OI 00 

William Davis Volinteer 
William makepeace 00 03 09 
Thomas makepeace 00 OI 04 
Widdow makepeace 00 00 03 
James Edmister 00 OI oO 
Job Winslow 00 03 08 


Taunton’s peeples medows. 


Liftenant masy 
Widdow Burt 
John Hodges 
dekon williams 
Elkeny Bobbett 
John Bryant 


Total 
William Davist 


* Tarbo Cary was probably an Indian. 


tarbo Carye and thomas traintor march tf 
plimoth but Will: Davis and the Indian went not.” ie 


taken by me. 2 s i o. 
SAMUEL G pe ; 
a abet) 


John Hathway 
Robert Durfee 
John Sandford 
Thomas Traintor Vollin 
John Simmons 
Joshua Tifdale 
Samuel Howland 
Efrom Hathway 
morris freelove 
Richard Weskutt 
Liftenant Thomas Terry 


p8eege Fees 


Samuel Gardiner rere) 
o2 10 
pee ae ee 
00 00 03 
00 00 03 cs 
00 00 03 ; 
00 00 Og 
00 00 O05 : 
00 00 0O6 
00 O02 05 ° 
2 10° 0O Ss i 
2°92 7 One i Pes G 
“sit 
00 O02 OO eee tT es! 


On the roll of the company in wtih he 


served, his name is given as ‘‘ Carlo Cary.” - 
+ William Davis, one of the volunteers, having failed to meét his ae < 
his name was therefore added to the tax-list. It seems they did not tax the soldi: 
who served in that war, being more generously if indeed not more justly dis posed 
than in the late war of ‘the rebellion. ‘The writer lost his right arm from a cannon 
ball, in the late war, and soon after one of the Assessors of his town pro D1 sed 
ancrease his tax, ‘* because he was getting the benefit of the war,’’ as he said ogi 
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~ “To Thomas King Constable In their majesties name you are Re- 
quired forthwith to gether the above faid Raett In silver money and 
see it paid In to the Town Trefury by or before the first day of July 
next hereof faile not as you will anfwer the contrey and in foe doe- 
ing this shall be your Warrant. 


oe, 
<r 


SAMUEL GARDINER, Towne Clarke 
and one of the Rate makers. 
TuHoMAS TERRY Selectman.” 


-** The above faid Rate was made by Samuel Gardner and Thomas 
Terry by and with the confent of Thomas King Constable and Samuel, 
Howland Selectman. 


“The Refon was becaufe John Reed one of the rate makers was not 
at home and out of town for three or four days after the rate was made 
and the rate required haste to get the money for fitting the towne with 
stock.” 

“June 24". At towne meeting It was ordered by the Vote of the 
_ towne that at Every town meeting the people give in their vote to the 
clarke for a moderator who shall call and difmifs faid meeting, and 
whoever of the town being Lawfully warned do not appear at or be- 
fore the time appointed and there attend till faid meeting be orderly 
and fully difmifsed Except a Lawfull and sufficient Excufe Shall be 
fined for the ufe of the towne the fum of two shillings in money. 

“oy Ordered by the town that Every houfe holder way fareing 
man or other perfon In this towne that works for wages shall for him- 
felf or a fufficiant Englishman in his Room take their turn as it shall 
dewly Come to be and travel as a skout throw the woods from wote- 
pa* to the plane at afsonet River Called the horse poundf and on dif- 
covering any sufpitious perfon to fend him or forthwith to give the 
towne Counsil notice Constable or any of his neighbors who are re- 
quired to aid and afsist toward the apprehending of him or them, the 
skout is to be well armed and is required to give his neighbor that is 
to travel the next day timely notice of his turn, it is to begin on the 
25 day of this instant and to remain while further ordered and to begin | 
at the South end of the town. © 


* Wotepa here named was that section bordering upon a lake still known by the 
Indian name ‘‘ Wattuppa,’’ where Fall River (the stream from whence the city de- 
rives its name) takes its rise. There are several small lakes or ponds, one of which 
is eleyen miles in length and one mile in breadth. These ponds are produced by 
perpetuaksprings. The descent of this river is 136 feet. The volume of water is 
constant, not liable to excess, and of sufficient power for the largest manufactories. 

+ There is a swamp near the north-easterly corner of Freetown, still known as the 


_ * horse pound,” and the upland adjoining was probably, in 1690, ‘the plane at. 


_ Assonet River called the horse pound.”’ 
os 29 
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‘The penalty for non-performance of this order is three shillings 
fine to the towne. 

‘‘Ordered and voted that there be forthwith Levied and made a 
rate of fifty shillings in such fpecies as the town Counsil see meet to 
defray public and town charges. . 

** The above faid orders were all agreed to at a town TREE HAE held 
June the 24 ;—1690. 

SAMUEL GARDINER, Clarke.” 


1690. 


ffreetown dé 
lbs. s. 
July 3 To Cash Delivered to Thomas Traintor by order 
of the majority of the Town Counsill 
To 24 flints 
To 3 pd of Led 
15 To 1 pair of pumps to Tarbo Carye 
To 1 pair of plain finish shoes to Thomas Traintor 
To 1 pair of stockings to Tarbo Carye 
To 2 yards of facking to Tarbo Carye 
To Cash delivered to John Hathway for 3 p* powder 
To Cash p* M' Edy for mending the Countrys gunn 
To Cash to Thomas Traintor 
16 To Cash p* John Hathway towards his musket 
/ To Cash p* Thomas Tery towards 2 hatchets 
To brown thred to Tarbo Carye 
To 1 shirt from will makepeace to Tarbo Carye 
To 1 musket from Thomas makepeace delivered to 
Thomas Traintor I 
To 1 powder horn from Hathway del* to Tarbo Cary 
To 1 {nap fack from Durfee d' to Tarbo Cary 
To 1 gun from Tho: King dl to ditto Carye I 
To to Thomas Traintor 
To 1 weskot from John Hathway d* to ditto Carye 
22 To Cash delivered to matthew Bormar post for 
Rhode Island 


SX 


oS 


SAS8SESSSERSARRSE 


74 


ce 


NO vnnW v AHL WUW 


ce 


00 
To 1 hatchet delivered to Tarbo Carye Pe, ©, 8: 
To 1 hatchet delivered to Thomas Traintor 1700 
august 
16: To 2 quarts of rum to Traintors wife I 08 


Charges to the foulders under maior Church august 27 
To 1 gun from John hathway to John King valued at 1 47 oo 


TRe™N WO DD 
%H8328 


ea en, 2 
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foSA5.)) a, 
To 2 yards of Cloth for fnap facks from Benja- : 
min Chase valued att 5 00 
To Cash p? by the Constable at bristol I 00 
To Cash from the Constable to prefs money I oO 
To Cash from the Constable to Cpt. Southerd for 
a hatchet I 06 
To the Constables billiting John King 8 days 4 00 
To 1 pair of shoes from Ralfe aerll to John King 6 ©0o 


To Samuel Gardiners being deputy at Plimoth 5 days 12 06 
To Samuel Gardiners tending the genarall Courtt as 


deputy ) 12 06 
To ditto Gardner tending the Generall Court at 

Plimoth 3 days 7 06 

13 17 03 


freetown d' to perticulor men that is to fay. 


Oo 
Ov 


To Job winslow for ferving on the grand Inquest 
mathew Bomar 

Robert durfee 

To William makepeace 

To John Read 

Benjamin Chase 

To Samuel Gardiner for ferving as Deputy 
To morris freelove 

To Job winslow 

To william makepeace for a hatchett 

To Thomas king 


Or O ee NT 


x & =e O 


| 
e 
bd 
ONNAP NOAA OWN 


be 
\O 
\o | 


agreed by the town to pay it the first 


To Thomas Terry for ferving as deputy In the 
year 1689 to wit being 9 days whereof he 
has recieved 8: s Geran G 


The above faid account is all ordered to be p* out the 
Country rate made feb. 20 1690-1 Exsept Terrys. 
more to Samuel Gardiner for deputy Oo 10 ©O 


| 1690 
Per Contra Cx. 
> 1B. Samana: 
July 3° by 1 paire of stockins Received from Thomas 
‘king Constable 00 03 03 
by 2 yards of facking from ditto 00 03° 09 


ey, el aie ie 
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by cash from ditto 
by cash from ditto for Gardiner’s Rate 
by cash from ditto for Simmon’s 
by: Bomars, Erlls, freelove’s and Rowland’s Rates c oo 
July 16 By cash from the Constable 
25 By Benjamin Chase’s Rate 
august , 
20 By Samuel Howland’s Rate 
27 By cash to prefs money from the Constable 
By a hatchet : 
By cash p* at bristol 


By sundries as appears In padge 23: 24 and 
25 In this Booke 


Ballance 


The Contry dd to the Inhabitants of 
freetowne July the 13—1692 

To 1 gun dd to Tallby Jennens from Samuel Gardiner 
apraifed at 

To Samuel Gardiners suppering 12 men and braekfasting 
13 men at 4: apiece 

To cash by faid Gardiner for fitting men out © 

By ditto from John Read | 

To ditto from Job Winslow 

To ditto from Samuel Howland 

To ditto from mathew Bomar 

‘To ditto from Ralfe Aerll 

‘To ditto from nickolus Evans 

To John Hathway a {nap fack dd to Tallby Jennens 

To Thomas king fora hatchet and horn dd to Benjamin noni 2 00 

To Thomas king for billiting benjamin Hoping 8: days from iS KS 
the time he was prest to the time he marcht © peas 20 

To 1 powder horn from Sam Howland to Tallby Jennens 

‘To John Read for billiting 18 English men at 64 a meal 

To 32 Indians at 4° apeace 

To 22 ditto 

To a Lofe of bred and a cheefe 

To 4 days 1 horfe to nantasket 

To Ceeping six horfes 1 nigte and 1 man suppar Lodging 
and brekfast . | + 


. 


4 
a 
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A; 
thy | 
44 aoe 
ra 
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ie a 
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on ia 1 AAP Ree ye Pa, 
‘ TA (ee 1 i : 3 ag 
rer wal a. a va Oba nak a vi sal 
iiexg hain «Pte \? eg here hares Wa a Le hae 
J An elise y Gare pe ans 

Pf ny , ’ ah of 
' -% a bd 8G) Ce Senko “i Y 
(1 oe f es) 


ie * 18 
mines We eT 5 - 
t. s " 
< i. oa r hb 


BER Paras eiuiyr, Bl 


hy ? . 1OSe, Stee as 
> at the return of the fowldiars 


three : Englishmen supar Lodging and brekfast 2 08 
12 Tridians . 14 OO 
‘homas king for Aobelif ae an Indian fouldiar 2 00 
tie let ee from Ralf paine to poebre 00! 06 


nezer Brenton, of Swansey, for the sum hf seventeen 
dred pounds current money, “all that certain neck or 
; of land commonly called and known by the name of 
apoiset, situate, lying and being in Swansey;” and on 
4th of February, 1694, Gardner and Chapman divided 


all running across the neck near an old cemetery* 

d to mark the division line then fixed upon between 
Gi a. and Chapman. 

| Brshe Probate Records for Bristol County, we find that 


Inventory of the estate of Samuel Gardner of Swansea, who 
fed y° 8 of Decem™ 1696, taken by the underwritten this 15 day 
ebruary 1697 and apprized as followeth.t 


Jeg) See 
yp™ the houfe and land 800 00 00 
Cattle 10: year oldst{ 7 00 OO 
“Ii 2yearolds — 15 00 00 
3 3 year olds a iy ah, OO 


a 
* This is the family cemetery of the Gardner family, and nearly opposite, on the 
side of the road from the spot on which tradition informs that the first Gard- 
ler built his log house, that was succeeded by a stone one. Upon a flat stone 
rking one of the graves in that cemetery (pointed out as those of the pions 
ze ‘and his wife) I saw a large letter S, and nothing more. 
this was a very large estate for those early times. Few equalled it in valuation. 
s doubtless meant ten cattle of the age of one year, such as farmers now © 
| yarn. a 
29* 
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15 kind ‘2 an 
__-17 steers and oxen and Bull (ae 
10 horfe kind . ok 

97 sheep : 
Husbandry tackling ang tools 
15 fwine ‘ 
I negro 
_ Armor 2 guns and sword 
Wearing cloths : 
Beds and Bedding 
Tools 
_ Puter and Plate 
Brafs and Iron 
Glafs bottles and Lumber 


HezekiAn LUTHER } tn 
RaLtpH CHAPMAN prizers is 
JAMES COLE » ie 


Bristol this Seventeenth of ffebruary 1696-7 Then Did Elizabeth : 
Gardner widow and Relict of Lieut. Samuel Gardner Late of Swan- 
sea Deceafed appear before John Saffin Esq" Judge of Probate of wills | : 
and within the County of Bristol And made oathe i 

that this Inventory is true and just and when she knows more hel 
will reveal it whether in the chest or Elfewhere that it may be here- — 
unto added and recorded. Joun SAFFIN. - 

Joun Cory, Register. he te 


Lieut. Samuel Gardner and wife hada daughter Eliza- e. 
beth (named, probably, for her mother), born in 168: , ant Px 
married January 16, 1699, to Edward Thurston, of Newport. 
Bp died “elles 24, 1754. Also a daughter Rasocksg 
mas eee of ee daughter ‘Sana ania a “son 
Samuel, who married Hannah ira : 

Sarah Gardner, by deed bearing date of Jan. 12, Tiles 
and in consideration of one hundred and sixty pounds, con-— 
veyed to brother Samuel her right in this estate, except ot 
what she reserved in “movables,’ valued at fifty pounds ; _ 
and Patience Cranston, Aug. 20, 1726, for three a 3 
erat Bs hee 
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“he insurgents, who probably were the majority of the 
ters of such towns at that time; and in only one town 
ghout the County could an entire company of the local 


a 


a be rallied to the defence of the government. Free- 


ited wealth, but who neither inherited or was ever 
to acquire the practical ability resulting from com- 
sense. The stern integrity of Col. Weaver was now 
rely tested, and proved to be equal to the terrible emer- 
; for he not only kept the town stock from falling into 
ands of the Freetown rebels, but so largely increased 
quantity, that it is but a few years since the writer 
‘more than half a bushel of leaden bullets of what were 
of those tradition asserts were then moulded by direc- 
of Col. Weaver with which to kill the Shay’ smen.t The 


as The ancient town of Rehoboth, in open town meeting, Dec. 25, 1786, voted, by 
“Ter” a majority of 110, ‘‘ that they wished to have an alteration in the present system of 
yovernment ; *’ and soon after voted ‘‘ to instruct the selectmen to remove the pow- 
| r and eahiox town stock now at Col. Thomas Carpenter’s.’’ Carpenter had been a 
~ Colonel in the patriot army in the war of the revolution, and was opposed to the 
Shays movement. 
An attempt to stop the June session of the County Court, then convened at 
ton, was the first open act of their violence in Bristol County. This was repeat. 
September, 1786, and in October of that year they appeared officered and armed 
put down the Eapiexis Court. David Valentine left the country, and remained 
aw, hile in England to save his life. He was finally allowed to return and remain, 
after taking an oath of allegiance. 


a 
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daughter, Mrs. Joanna Peirce, Ble united two seemingly 
opposite qualities ; for with as much care and caution as T 


ever saw exercised by the most timorous of persons, che | 
had but to’be convinced that a risk should properly be run, 


and she at once became the most reckless and daring per- 
son I ever knew, either man or woman. Indeed, there 
seemed to be no such thing as frightening her. Nor have I 
ever been acquainted with a person during the whole course 
of my life that I thought governed his or her passions with 
such complete and so absolute asway. Indeed, I had grown 
to be quite a large boy before I learned or had become ac- 
quainted with my mother, for till that moment she was at 
least in one respect to me an entire stranger. Her uniform 
and long patience had become proverbial, and I had many 
times presumed upon it and tested it until I had come to 
feel that it was exhaustless. If I wanted a thing that had 
been denied, I teased for it, and this once asked one too 


many times, when she turned and came towards me, and as — 


she did so I caught a look at her eyes, and called out quick- 
ly, ‘“‘ No, no—I do not desire it,” for I had never before, 
nor have I since, met such a piercing glance; nor had I 
before or since seen the human being of whom I was so 


much afraid. I could then understand, as never before, why — . 


she had been so careful to instruct me in early childhood, 


that I “‘ must,’ yes “‘ must,’ learn to govern myself, else I 


never should ‘“‘ be any body,” as she termed it. ‘* Musr 
learn to govern yourself, must govern yourself,” she would 


repeat, ‘‘ for such self-government is attainable, and I know — 


it, know from experience.” 
If she did not know that from experience, then nobody 
ever did learn anything from that best of schoolmasters, and 


save for a second of time in that single instance, 1 never — 


knew her to fail in the practice. 
In patience she was also equalled by condescension and 
kindness ; not condescension to an inferior that expects to 


be rewarded, not kindness that claims an immediate return, 
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but condescension and kindness emanating from the highest 
_ and purest of motives known to or ever actuating the hu- 


man heart. Was a person of the neighborhood sick so that 
watchers were required, the poor as well as the rich, the 
wretched as much as the more fortunate felt free to ask her 
assistance ; and it is a fact that really tells more than vol- 
umes of finely worded encomiums could do in her praise, 
that never in a solitary instance did she refuse such a 
call, or get off by framing any excuse whatever (until she 
had passed the age of three score and ten years), and there 
was hardly a house in her native village or its environs in 
which she had not passed at least one sleepless night, and 
in many of them several. 

Becoming a housekeeper as she did at the age of seven- 
teen years — and, as can readily be seen from what has been 
given concerning her husband, with his large family of work- 
men who were engaged in building his vessels, whom they 
boarded, and these succeeded by an almost endless train of 


_ religious company — her cares and labors were such for the 


next fifty-three years that one can readily see how an excuse 


for not passing sleepless nights after such days of toil, could 


easily have been framed, had she been disposed to offer one 


_.—showing conclusively that her good will was ever the 


parent to the way. 

Nor did she,* after thus performing these acts of kindness 
and charity, bring home her pains and uneasiness therefrom 
arising, to be borne or participated in by her family, or 
smile out at her window and frown in her own house, as so 
many so-called charitable and public-spirited women now- 
a-days are wont to do; for until far advanced in years I 
never knew her to lie down the day after watching, but 
always to keep up and stirring with unabated activity, that 


* Tt was her common remark, ‘‘ I do love to see people whose conduct at home is 
consistent with their actions abroad, and who if learned to-day may be known to- 


morrow.”’ ‘‘ Know thyself ’’ was another of the precepts that she ever strove to 


practise, believing, as she did, that the great ‘ study of. mankind is man.”’ 
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her family might in no wise be incommoded or negited 


from what she was voluntarily suffering for others ; antes 


industriously and unceasingly was she employed in making 


her family comfortable and her neighbors happy, that no 


time was allowed even had she the disposition to indulge 
that popular form of modern monomania so common among 
unemployed and unprofitable women, in tasking their feeble 
intellects and still feebler hands to provide a bible, a red 
flannel shirt and fine-tooth comb for every black baby born 
in the jungles of India or wilds of Africa. Of her it could 
not, as in truth was said of another woman of my acquaint- 
ance, a modern Pharisee in religious pretensions — 


‘‘ She starved her poor horse till its life passed away, 
But never forgot for the heathen to pray.” 

And not only among her family, neighbors, kindred and 
friends, was she the always kind, ever considerate, self-sacri- 
ficing woman, but to her goodness, gentleness, equanimity 
and. Siicratinn can we add the testimony of her house ser- 


vants and domestics — not that of their lips simply, but the ; 


far more truthful and ever-reliable proof furnished by their 
actions. From the date of her marriage to that of her hus- 


band’s death was a period of nearly forty-two years; and — 


during this time she had three hired domestics, or female 


servants, who remained with her eight, twelve, and twenty- — 


two years* respectively, and two of these left her service to 
become wives of men of respectability and property, nor 
were either of them poor relations who staid here for lack 


of a better home. ‘Think of this, ye families who deem ~ 


yourselves fortunate if your Bridget of Monday morning is 
identical with the Bridget of the succeeding Saturday night! 


Let it not be said that was a state of things now unhappily ~ 


passed away, for such long-continued services were not com- 
mon even then, 


* Miss Betsey Burr came to live with the writer’s mother when he was but one 


year old, and save for about six months remained till he was twenty-five yearsof 


age, when she became the wife of Mr. Phillips. 


is al i ee aaa 
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feed it.” ‘* But,” continued he, “ how do you feed it ?” 
was told, “ A little at a time.” Another question, pro- 
answered, solved the mystery ; for on asking, “ How 
n do you feed it?” was told, “ Sixteen times a day.” 
ile residing near the east bridge in Assonet Village, my 
r had a large hog nearly fat enough to kill, and this 
ne had the liberty to range in a lot in which a well had 
n recently dug, and nearly or quite stoned up. My mo- 
took it into her mind, that, as the nights were long, 
hog might suffer from hunger, and therefore fed it just 
re going to bed; which as soon as my father learned, 
desired her not to do; and now for a time that hog’s eve- 
oe meal was conveyed to it with the secresy of murder. 
ie dark evening she went out, and scarcely above a whis- 
Ber, called the lazy porker from its nest, and by listening 
BP sentively was enabled to hear him come laboriously and 
grunting along, when on arriving at the well there came 
4 _a splash, a souse into the water, and the terribly unwelcome 
_ truth flashed upon her mind that the hog had fallen into the 


new well. Losing no time, she went back to the house and 


ha 
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and it was not until after repeated failures that they at last 
succeeded in getting the frightened and considerably injured 
hog above ground. 

It was not that she was required to feed farm stock, but 
because she so loved to do it and took such satisfaction 
therein, that she came to the practice. 

Among the foibles of my early manhood (for I had some) 
was that of keeping a brown bear, that from a little pet 
grew to be a large and indeed dangerous creature; and 
my mother, then more than seventy years of age, want- 
ed only a small excuse for feeding this treacherous beast. I~ 
had but to be absent and its feeding time thereby delayed 
for a short space, and she would prepare what she knew 
would suit its greedy taste, and enjoy the pleasure of seeing - 
him devour it, with far more real satisfaction, too, than she 
would have deemed it proper to acknowledge. 

A visitor of our family once walked out to look at the 
grounds of the place my parents then were occupying, and 
being somewhat wearied, seated himself under the cooling 
shade of a tree. While there, he was, as he said, forcibly 
struck with the conduct of the animals, each one of which in 
turn — horse, cow, sheep and lamb — paid him a visit, smelt 
of his face and clothing, licked his hands, and exhibited 
a gentleness and confidence that seemed to say, nought in- 
habits here to hurt, harm or make afraid. How much of 
this millennial spirit was directly or indirectly due to the in- 
fluence of my mother, it may now be difficult to determine, 
but a great measure I am fully assured. | 

Not only for geniality and kindness, but for uncommon 
neatness and economy, was Mrs. Peirce remarkable; and — 
as a care-taker I scarce ever knew her equal, never her — 
superior. An aged man, who was a house carpenter, re- 
marked that he never knew Mrs. Peirce’s equal as a care- 
taker. ‘‘ No question,” said he, ‘‘can be asked about her 
house, its defects, great or small, to which she is not ready 
to give an immediate answer, and that too from an actual 
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wledge ; ; and no woman that I ever saw took so good 
e Ly save a house from destruction.” He had been em- 
ye | for many years to build and repair private baat: 


i her parents she inherited a well-balanced mind, an 
able disposition, healthy body, and a singularly strong 
ution. Her father died in his 83d year, and she in 
d, yet neither of them ever suffered from that very 
n ail the headache. When about twenty ee years 


i 
a no 


off S her hair; and that which supplied the place of 
ich profusion of dark brown and glossy curls, was a 


or a person of her size she was very strong (as her weight 
t exceeded a hundred pounds), but her uncommon 
ty and sprightliness enabled her to do what with her 
strength could not otherwise have been accomplished. 

ee oing into her kitchen one afternoon in summer, she saw 
man sitting just within the outside-door, and who evidently 


5 a Jae A ~ 

iS 
It was while she was confined with this sickness, that her brother, Maj. Joseph, 
r, dred. He was remarkably popular, being anal respected and loved.. 
en preparing the local militia for service in the field in the last war with Eng-. 
|, he at one step was promoted from Sergeant to Captain, and then made Major ” 
ht Captains whose commissions were older than his own.. 


30 
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successfully imitating death, that she and the servants called Ee 
to look at him could not see but that he was dead. Exhibit-_ A 
ing no excitement or the least trepidation, she calmly remark- 
bd, “T thought that I was doing my duty, and still believe ; 
that I was ; and now if I have killed the man, am ready and 
willing to suffer the consequences.” My father being ap- — 
prized of what was going on, procured some whipsticks, — 
which to the drunkard he unsparingly applied, tec a+ 
resurrection instanter. | 
We notice simply as a fact, deeming it to bea matter. of 
comparatively small importance, that Mrs. Joanna Peirce — 
made a profession of the Christian religion, and on the 4th 
of September, 1808, was admitted to membership in the ~ 
First Christian Baptist Church at Assonet Village in Free- | 
town, an organization that commenced May 14, 1807, with 
only sixteen members, but within two years had, by admis- 
sions, increased to one hundred and five members, and at 
another ‘‘ revival” in 1811 and ’12 received sixty-one per- 
sons more — thus making in about five years, in that imme- 
diate neighborhood, one hundred and sixty-six converts to 
their particular form of religious faith. The profession of. 
religion has become so frivolous, and so often serves as a- 
convenient and successful cloak for deception and wicked- 
ness, that the writer feels that he is detracting from the 
character of a really good and true person to say that he or 
she is or was a professor of religion. The term professor 
bids fair to be considered identical with deceiver, as much as — 
that of ‘* monkery” has already come to express rascality. 
_ Of Mrs. Joanna Peirce several likenesses exist: one an 
oil painting, taken from life by Miss Marietta Thompson, 
of Middleboro’, in 1854; also a daguerreotype from life, — 
taken the same year; a photograph copied from the da- 
guerreotype in 1859, and a small likeness enclosed in a gold : 
locket that also contains a lock of her hair. The last nam- 
ed was worn by the writer on his left breast next his per- 
son for several years during service in the late war, and was 
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sini he was cut ate by a cannon ball thrown from 
battery, June 30, 1862 (at the battle of White Oak 
ap, in Virginia), which cannon ball cut off his right 
sid ue shoulder. it used to afford him a great, deal 


2 a word, mortally wounded: and thus was he by our 
be 


ing army left behind to be Ader by the Contede- 


on .. to which the as was attached, for six days 


aa 
Pi 


ose memorable seven known as the “ seven days battle.” 


be cared for by the rebels. To leave this locket on his 
on, therefore, his friends thought, was not to insure its 
I with him, but its bemg taken from him by his pitiless 


arkable good health; and save when suffering from a 
r (in 1814, to which an allusion has been made) and 
le in the hospital with smallpox, in February and March, 
, was seldom confined to the house by sickness, even 
ra single day. Unlike many, however, who from sor- 
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rowful experience never know what it is to bee : 
abounded in her sympathies towards those suffering ti 
affliction.* ; e 
One of the first evidences of failing nature was discov whet 
ed when she had attained to about seventy years, | sere 1e ; | 
total loss of the sight of one of her eyes. No pain accom- — 
panied it, and she could not certainly tell when it occurred, 
but closing an eye one day was surprised to find herself in 4 
total darkness. ae 
From this time the decline in her health and strength Be 
was gradual but constant, until the night of December 30, B: 
1858, when she retired as usual, and sometime during that: 
night evidently suffered from a fit, as she was greatly chang- 
ed in appearance, both mind and body, when visited as she — 
was in her bed early next morning. From that morning — 
the writer scarcely left her by day, and watched with her for 
three consecutive nights, and then, with one night’s sleep, — 
watched nearly all of another, when he became convinced — 
that the fates had decreed that she must die, and duty to 
himself demanded that the care of her should, at leastin _ 
part, be entrusted to others. = 
It was now Wednesday morning, January 5, 1859, and 
she was scarcely alive, but that the vital spark wouldremain 
for one more day and another night I felt as confident as if 
I had seen it written by the finger of Divinity on the canopy 
of the heavens ; for 1 was assured that her time was not 
yet come. And it was as I expected it would be. Not | 
far from the same hour on the morning of the same day 


* In an old account book kept by Col. Weaver, her father, I find, ‘‘Gardner, 
Joanna and Joseph Weaver entered the Hospital, February 21, 1800, aa Tepaiued Z 
there until March 11, 1800. Lom 


‘¢ The Hospital fees are as follows 


ee si 
Doctor’s bill 9, s. per head bP 
Nurses’ fees, 5. s. per head 15 
House Rent and fire wood 6. s. pr head 18 


Peres, {ae eee 
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sa Since farewell, he in this life, a last and final 
She died at twenty minutes ae one o’clock on the 


] 7 how often have I retired to my tent, where seen by 
eye save that of my RES R that little locket containing | 


ft Pence of sanctum sanctorum, as I have gitaa upon 
7 anxious, longing desires found form in thoughts more 
st than I ever heard expressed in verbal prayer : — 


more precious than any earthly substance, art thou in 
ond Then, despite the powers of earth and hell, may 
yer so conduct myself as to merit and receive a place, 
able though it be, at thy feet. “Art thou in hell? Then 
re even may I go, for thy presence would light up the 


wo 1 d be hell without thee. Is the grave to contain thee 
ft Then may the voice of the Archangel fail to disturb 


+ The writer was once court-martialled, and of the court, consisting of seven per- 
8 acked to try him, two were within one year dteantnad with disgrace from the 
e, and two more ran at the first fire at the fight where he lost his right arm. 
30* 
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floor of their residence a little south of the stone bridge, and 
on the easterly side of South Main Street, in Assonet Village, 


Freetown, Bristol County, Mass. The ‘“ Old Farmer’s Al- 
manac” for that year gives this as “‘ Good Friday,” but from 


the fortune that has attended that child in life, he has often 


thought that any “black spider,” or ordinary hangman's 


day (as Friday used to be considered) would have answered 
for that of his birth equally as well. But if this and no 
other day had been that of his birth, it remains in doubt 


whether this family sketch would have been written, or its — 
embodied facts collected and presented for the inspection of ~ 


the literary world in general, and the lineal descendants of 
the emigrant Abraham Peirce in particular. 
He Barco one school term at each of the following aca- 


demies, viz.: ‘‘ Peirce Academy,” Middleboro’, Mass. ; ‘‘ Ba- 


con miabeme? Colchester, Conn. ; and ‘‘ Durham wees 
my,’ at Durham, New Hampshire. He was married on 
Dec. 13, 1849, to Irene I. Payne, of Freetown, and has 


received at the hands of his townsmen the following offices — 


by election, viz. :—Collector of Taxes and Treasurer of Free- 
town for 1845; declined the office of Collector and served 


as Treasurer. Overseer of the Poor for the town of Lake- — 


ville for 1853, that being the only year he resided in that 
town. One of the general School Committee of Freetown 
for five years, viz., 1856, 57, 60, ’61, and 62. Auditor 
of town’s accounts in 1856, 59, ’60, and ’65. Moderator 
of the Annual Town Meeting in 1856, ’57, 65, and ’68. 
Collector of town and school district taxes in 1866. 

He has received the following County offices by appoint- 
‘-ment:— Coroner for Bristol County, by Gov. George N. 
Briggs, Feb. 3, 1847; and that commission renewed by 
Goy. Emory Washburn, July 7, 1854, and by Goy. A. H. 
Bullock, April 16, 1868. Coroner for Plymouth County,-by 
Gov. John H. Clifford, Jan. 7, 1854. Justice of the Peace 
for Bristol County, by Gov. Emory Washburn, July 7, 1854, 


and by renewals of commission by Goy. John A. Andrew, | 
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Justice, by Gov. N. P. Banks, March 9, 1860, and by renewals 
of commission from Goy. John A. Andrew, July 25, 1861, 
and March 23, 1865, and by Gov. A. H. Bullock, March 19, 
1868. Appointed to qualify Civil Officers, by Gov. Henry 
J. Gardner, March 17, 1855. Notary Public, by Gov. H. 
J. Gardner, Feb. 7, 1856. Public Administrator, by Gov. 
Henry J. Gardner, Jan. 21, 1857. Prover of Fire Arms, 
by Goy. N. P. Banks, March 8, 1859. 
Under the authority of the United States he was, in Au- 
gust, 1866, appointed by the President, Andrew Johnson, 
-as Collector of Internal Revenue for the first Congressional 
District of Mass., and entered upon the duties of that office, 
Sept. 1, 1866. 
In the local militia of Mass. he has held the following 
named commissions: Quartermaster of 4th Reg’t Artillery,* 
by Gov. George N. Briggs, Aug. 7, 1844. Major 4th Reg’t 


- of Artillery, by Gov. George N. Briggs, Aug. 31, 1844. 


Lieut.-Col. of 4th Reg’t of Artillery, by Gov. Briggs, Sept. 


ae, 8, 1846; and from which an honorable discharge was grant- 


ed at his own request, July 27, 1848. Captain Assonet 
Light Infantry Co., by Gov. George N. Briggs, June 29, 
1850; from which he was honorably discharged at his own 
request, May 12, 1851. Major of 3d Reg’t Infantry, by 
Goy. Geo. S. Boutwell, Aug. 2, 1851. Lieut.-Col.f of 3d 
Regt Infantry, by Gov. G. S. Boutwell, April 3, 1852. 


* The 4th Regiment of Artillery then consisted of the Artillery Companies of the 
towns of Norton, Plymouth, Abington and Hanover, all time-honored institutions. 
The Norton Company was organized October, 1776; the Plymouth, July 8, 1777; 

‘the Abington, Dec. 24, 1787; and the Hanover, May 3, 1802. To the offices of 


_ Major and Lieut.-Colonel of this Artillery Regiment Ebenezer W. Peirce was elected 


by a unanimous ‘vote. Hon. Robert B. Hall, afterwards a member of Congress, was 
the Chaplain, and James Bates, High Sheriff of Plymouth Co., Captain of one of 
the companies. 

+ White Lieut.-Colonel of the 3d Reg’t of Infantry, was four times chosen Colo- 


om nel of that Regiment and declined. Had been elected Major and Lieut.-Colonel 


unanimously. Was made Brig.-General from Lieut.-Colonel, going in over two 
Colonels. His Brigade consisted of the 3d and 4th Regiments of Infantry and a 
detatchment of Cavalry. 


¥ 
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Militia, a Goy. Henry J. Gardner, Nov. 7, 1855, i 1+ RI i 
For service of the United States,* in May, 1861, solder Ie 
ed by Secretary of War to command three months moana i 
in Virginia, and served in that capacity till that term of ser- 
vice of those troops expired. Colonel of the 29th Mass. 
Reg’t in three years service, by Goy. John A. Andrew, Dec. 
13, 1861. + While acting by virtue of this commission at a o 4 
place called White Oak Swamp, in Virginia, June 30,1862,f 
his right arm was torn off at the shoulder by a cannon ball ~ 
thrown from a rebel battery; and this ball, after taking 
off his arm, cut in twain a soldier of his regiment just above 
the hips. He arrived home on the 17th of July, and was 
put upon the recruiting service in Boston, Aug. 1, 1862;§ 
recruited about one hundred men, and rejoined his regiment 
at Aqua Creek in Virginia on the 28th of that month, and 
went with his command to the second Bull Run battle, 
Aug. 30, 1862. Was on recruiting service in Boston some 
four months during the winter of 1862-3, and in March, 
1863, sent to command a post in Bourbon County, Ken- 
tucky.|| Sept. 1,.1863, was placed in command of the 2d 


* First man of any rank or condition whatever who made a formal tender to Gov. 
Andrew of services in the late war of the Rebellion, offering to do duty as an officer — 
or a private soldier, as His Excellency should deem proper to employ him. . 

7 That was the date at which the 29th Regiment was organized, and he was ‘its 
first Colonel. Three of its companies were from Boston, one from Charlestown, and 
one from each of the following towns, viz.: Lynn, Sandwich, Bridgewater, ‘Ply- 
mouth, Taunton, and Pawtucket, 

{ Two German regiments from New York ran at the first fire, and the 29th Mass. - 
Regiment was selected by Gen. Richardson to send to that part of the line thecow- 
ardly Dutchmen had vacated, and was badly cut up while getting into position. — . 

§ From loss of an arm was off duty only one month. 

| This Brigade then consisted of the 29th Mass., 50th Penn., a New York and a 
Michigan regiment, and with that command he went from Nicholasyille, Ky., to 
Knoxville, Tenn. Sometime during the winter of 1863-4, the 50th Penn. was taken 
out and the 2d and 17th Michigan Regiments added to the 2d Brigade. : 

In the spring of 1864. his command was made to consist of the 3d Maryland, 2ist 
and 29th Mass., 100th Penn., and part of a regiment from Wisconsin, and held that 
na of the Binion line before Deterstuner in which was located an earth-work known 

“fort hell.”” Fora time had a heavy Artillery Regiment from New York, and 
itt os from Pennsylvania. F 
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Brigade, 1st Div. 9th Army Corps, and in that capacity 
served in the States of Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia, 
until November, 1864, when he resigned, and was honora- 
bly mustered out of the service ; having held a commission 
in the State militia and in the army for nearly twenty con- 
secutive years. 


Potty Perce (No. 192), 


Fifth daughter and ninth child of Capt. Job Peirce (No. 
59) and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. May 31, 1777. 


There is, perhaps, really no such name as Polly. Mary was 
first corrupted by calling it Molly, and then Polly, and hence 


it is fair to conclude that her name was properly Mary 
Peirce, and that she was thus christened for her father’s 
mother, Mary Hoskins, the wife of Ebenezer Peirce (No. 
24) and daughter of Henry Hoskins, of Taunton (black- 


smith), and granddaughter of William Hoskins of that town 


and wife Sarah Caswell, said William having, as appears 


__ from his will (dated March 26, 1730), been one of the sol- 


diers in the Narraganset war, 1675. 


_ Polly, or Mary, in early life is said to have developed a 


more literary turn of mind than characterized the other chil- 
dred of Capt. Job Peirce and wife, and in this she was in- 
dulged, too, probably more than most girls in Middleboro’ 
at that time, by being sent for a longer term to school, and 
to better schools. than her older brothers and sisters had . 
been permitted to enjoy. : 

Polly Peirce was united in marriage with Rev. David A. 
Leonard, of Bridgewater, Mass., Feb. 9, 1797. He was a 
son of David Leonard and wife Mary Hall, and born Sept. . 


_ 15, 1771, grandson of Joseph Leonard and wife Mary Pack- 


ard, great-grandson of Joseph Leonard and wife Hannah 


Jennings, great-great-grandson of John Leonard and wife 


Sarah 
Leonard, who was a settler in Duxbury, and one of the ori- 


, and great-great-great-grandson of Solomon 


ginal proprietors of and earliest settlers in Bridgewater. 
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David (the father of Rev. David A. Leonard) was a twin, 
and his brother born at the same birth was christened Jona- 


than. David (the twin) served as a soldier under Gen. John eh 
‘Winslow at the seizing of the neutral French of Nova Sco- — 


tia in September, 1755. (For this genealogical account of 
the Leonards, the writer is indebted to the Hon. Nahum 
Mitchell's History of Bridgewater, pages 235-37.) The 
fighting qualities that were exhibited by the lineal descend- 
ants of Rey. David A. Leonard and wife during the late war 


of the great Rebellion, and who distinguished themselves — 


in both the Union and Confederate armies, will by a careful ~ 


perusal of this genealogy be seen to have been inherited 
legitimately, both paternally and maternally, as both fami- 
lies from whom the mother descended have, in successive 
generations, for the full term of two entire centuries, fur- 
nished men qualified to ‘* speak with the enemy in the gate,” 
and for more than one century can such be traced in the 
family of the father. 

Rey. David A. Leonard graduated at Brown University 
in 1792, and was ordained to the work of the ministry Dec. 
17, 1794. The services of his ordination were performed 
at Bridgewater, Mass., when a sermon was preached by 
Rey. Dr. Thomas Baldwin, that was printed. He preached 
to a Trinitarian Congregational Church on Nantucket from 
July 1, 1796, to February, 1797, and resided on that island 
about two years, and during that stay composed some 
‘poetry concerning the little village of Siasconset, which 


composition was printed and well received ; indeed, it be- 


came quite popular. It was while he resided at Nantucket 
that he was married, and while he was there and wife in 
Middleboro’ (on the 22d of December, 1797), their eldest 
daughter, Evelyn (afterwards Mrs..Farnham), was born. At 


first Mr. Leonard was in religious faith and practice a Cal- — 


vinistic Baptist, but ere long became, and through life con- 
tinued to be, a Unitarian. He was baptized by immersion, 


and tradition says in mid winter, a hole having been cut in 
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ie the ice for’ that purpose, and this was perhaps while he 


was a college student. Preparing for College, he pursued 
his studies under Abner Alden, A.M. (afterwards Principal 
of Bristol Academy), but who then probably taught in 
Raynham, Mass. From Nantucket* Mr. Leonard seems to 
_haye removed to and commenced housekeeping at Assonet 
Village, in Freetown, and here he temporarily supplied the 
pulpit of the First Calvinistic Church and Society, then the 
only religious congregation in that village or section of the 
town, if we except a small body of Quakers. While resid- 
ing at Assonet, tradition informs that he was also engaged 
in merchandise, and for a time in the occupation of a school 
teacher. The writer has seen and conversed with some of 
his scholars.t Iam, however, from certain circumstances, 
led to conclude that Mr. Leonard located for a time in New 
York city, and that he removed his family thither before 
settling down at Assonet Village, in Freetown ; and in this 
connection it may also be proper to add, that to no one of 
his descendants do I owe the smallest particle of the infor- 


_ mation here presented concerning him or them, although 


having repeatedly addressed letters to several of his children 
and grandchildren soliciting such information; and but for 
the kindness of Hon. William P. Thomasson, of Louisville, 
‘Ay. (his son-in-law), and Manning Leonard, Esq. of South- 
bridge, Mass. (his nephew), to both of whom I tender my 
grateful acknowledgments, this account would have been 
even more incomplete and meagre in facts than it now is. * 
Why the children and grandchildren of Mr. Leonard have 
so persistently neglected or refused to contribute their part 
of the proper and desirable information, I leave for the read- 
er to determine, as the writer has come to no definite.con- 
clusion on the matter, nor does he at this period and under 


* About the time of leaving Nantucket he taught school in a school-house that 
_ stood on the farm of his father-in-law (Capt. Job Peirce) in Middleboro’, now Lake- 
ville, and Mr. Cyrus Nelson, of Lakeville, was one of his scholars. 

7 Capt. John V. Pratt, late of Freetown, deceased, was a pupil, as he told the 
writer. 
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existing circumstances deem a true core cof 
son worth a tithe of the effort that would be 1 
learn. ee 
_ Rev. David A. Leonard, ent residing in ‘the , 
New York, supplied for a time the pulpit of the Gold Le r 
Baptist Church, and also had charge of an academy. 

Hon. William Baylies, of Distt and aftaueean ds of 
West Bridgewater, and Hon. Ezekiel Whitman, were class 
mates with Mr. Leonard in College at Providence, and both 
many years after bore testimony to the fact that he was a 
brilliant scholar, successful in all the departments of study, 
and that he justly acquired some celebrity as a poet. 

Among the productions of his mind and pen that we re 
printed and published, we find: “A Sermon delivered at 
Holmes Harbor, Martha’s Vineyard, on the death of | Mr ; 
John Holmes, Nov. 1, 1795.” ‘* An Oration at Nantucket 
at the celebration of a Festival of St. John by the Union — 
Lodge, in 1796.” “ Funeral Sermon in Gold Street Church, | } 
New York City, Feb. 16, 1800.” ‘* An Oration on the Death i 
of Gen. George Washington, delivered in the First Baptist — | 
Meeting-house in New Yenc Feb. 22, 1800.” “ Oration at — 
Eakin Mass., July 5, 1802.” ‘ Oration at Dighton, _ 
July 4, 1803,” and an Oration on the ‘“ Acquisition of Loui- 5 
siana,” delivered at Raynham, May 11, 1804. While resid- — 
ing at Assonet Village, in Freetown, he commenced to build 
a house that he sold ee completion to Eben’y Peirce, I a 
his brother-in-law, and for a notice of which see pages 4 301° 
and 302 of this book. The premises on which he commenc- 
ed to erect this house he purchased by deed dated Sept. 
1802, and in that document is called ‘‘ David A. Leonar 
Freetown, trader,” from which it appears that he had: 
come to be a store-keeper instead of a minister or a sel 
teacher. That unfinished house and the land, as has be 


moved with his family to Bristol, R. I. As Postmaste 
Bristol he served from Jan. 1806 to July 1817, ai 


’ 
' 
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August of the last-named year left Bristol with his family 
to remove to what was then the “far West.” While 


residing in Bristol he was not only Postmaster but Secretary 
of the Bristol Insurance Company, editor and proprietor of 
the Bristol Republican (a newspaper warmly and actively 
devoted to the party and administration of Jefferson and 
Madison), a retail trader or store-keeper, and to the duties 
of all these stations added the literary labor of revising and 
preparing for publication a translation he had made of the 
books of the New Testament, which labor was all lost, be- 
ing destroyed, together with about six thousand dollars of his 
property, by the disastrous effects of the equinoctial storm, 
Sept. 23, 1815, when his store and warehouse standing upon 
the wharf in Bristol were entirely submerged. 

On starting with his family for the west, he set out for 
Vincennes on the Wabash, then the most important town 


; inIndiana. Disasters on the voyage delayed his passage, 
_ until the elements, combining with his ill health, compelled 
_ him (in December) to land his goods on a bank of the Ohio 


river, and take up his abode in a little village called Laco- 
nia, situated about one mile and a half from that river, in 
Boone township, Harrison County, Indiana, where, on the 
22d of July, 1819, he died.* 

His religious views, while residing in Bristol; R. I., must 


have undergone a material change, for the ye 18 very CO: 


clusive that he became a Unitarian. 


Rey. Dayip A. Leonarp and wife Potty Perce (No. 192) 
had : 
(767) Tvelyn,t b. Dec. 22, 1797; m. 


Farnham. 


Both died some thirty years since. They had two child- 


ren, a son and a daughter, who died about the time of reach- 


‘ing their majority. I think that the parents died of cholera. 
_ The soh died of consumption. 


_ * His wife’s father, Capt. Job Peirce, died the same day. 


_+ She received a handsome provision in the will of Maj. P. Hoar, of Middleboro”. 
31 
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(768) “Sarah Hoar, b. May, 1799. (She w 
named for Sarah, daughter of Robert Tone o Ww uM 
allusion has been made on-page 148 of this book). - 
Hon. David Merriwether, Governor of New Mexico. — 


took the side of the Contederueyy in the late Samet thet a 
bellion. One daughter married Capt. E. Graves, a Cap- } 
tain in the Mexican War.* Bs 
(769) Mary Prior, b. in or about 1800; d. at an carly 
age in the city of Naw York. . a 
(770) Helen, b. in Assonet Village, Freetown, Mase 
Feb. 7, 1803; m. Dr. C. Hay, and they reside at Warsaw, | 
Ill. Their second son, Maj. John M. Hay, was private 
secretary to President Lincoln, and afterwards Charge d’Af- — 
faires to Austria, and now Secretary of the Legation to the 
Court of Spain. 
(771) Charlotte, b. at Bristol, R.I., in 1806; m. Marchi 4 
25, 1828, Hon. William Poindexter Thomasson, of Louis- — 
ville, Ky. She d. March 8, 1855. He is a son of Poindex- 
ter Thomasson and wife Sarah Dupuy, and »orn in Henry — 
County, Ky., Oct. 8, 1797, where at the age of sixteen he 
taught a common school, and volunteered and served as a 
private soldier in the regiment of Col. Duncan MeArthin™ 
in the closing Canadian campaign in the last war with Eng- 
land. Rpiniieneed the practice of law in 1817, at Corydon, 
in Harrison County, Ind., and was elected to the legislature — 


> 
= 


* Although the writer has conversed witn Capt. Graves, he can hardly be said to . 
have seen him. One night in the summer of 1863, while I was on duty in Kentu cky, ‘ 
I had retired to bed in a chamber that I was cha occupying in a Louisville ii 
when Oapt. Graves solicited an interview, and we had a brief but pleasant convel 
tion there in the dark. I judged him then to be, as one of his political opponents 
has since assured me that he is, ‘‘a frank, kind-hearted man.’’ I was at the time ; 
very favorably impressed with the high- toned manliness readily discoverab e in his 
address and conversation. + er 
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of that State in 1818, and reélected in 1819. Returned to 
Kentucky in 1820, and located at Louisville, where he was 
elected to the State legislature in 1824, and city attorney 
for eight consecutive terms. Reélected to legislature in 
1842 and again in 1843, and also to a seat in the twenty- 
eighth and twenty-ninth Congresses of the nation. In 1857 
he removed to Chicago, and in 1860 to the city of New 
York. In the spring is: 1861 left for the seat of war in the 
, ‘lst Regiment New York ‘militia, and in the ranks of that 
command fought in the first battle of Bull Run. 

Their son, Charles L. Thomasson, born Feb. 1, 1829, as 
a Major, commanding the ‘“ Louisville Legion,’ gave his 
life a sacrifice in the Union cause at the battle of Chicka- 
maugua. Their son Nelson, born Oct. 15, 1839, is a Cap- 
tain in the 5th Regiment U.S. Army. ~ 

(772) Julius Cesar; d. 1846. 

(773) Laura. 

(774) Charles ; is still living, and married. 

(775) 

(776) 

ad 

Satty Peirce (No. 193), 


Sixth Bacmhiter and tenth child of Capt. Job Peirce (No. 
59) and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. in the old farm- 
house upon the homestead of her father, in Middleboro’, 
now Lakeville, Plymouth Co., Mass., March 20, 1779, and 
was united in marriage with Abial Nelson, of M., on Thurs- 
day, Nov. 17, 1803. She died on Saturday, Nov. 24, 1838, 
aged fifty-nine years eight months and twenty-four days. 

Abial Nelson, the husband, was born in Middleboro,’ now 
Lakeville, July 20, 1777, and died of consumption, on the 
farm where he was born, Wednesday, April 29, 1829. He 
was ason,of Thomas Nelson and wife Anna Smith, grand- 
son of Lieut. Thomas Nelson and wife Judith Peirce (No. 
28), and consequently a second cousin to his wife. What 
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the writer thinks Me the pernicious practice of me 
blood relations has already perhaps been sufficiently alluded — 
to on pages 216 and 247 of this book; and those oh ie can- 
not be convinced by being informed that the legitimate off 
spring of such inherit unbalanced minds or enfeebled health — 
and constitutions, may, by trying the experiment, witness — . 
and realize the unhappy results. Of Abial Nelson the wri- : 
ter remembers but little, as with the eyes of a child of seven : 
years it was that he saw him, and recollects only his thin 
pale face, his weakened, emaciated form, wasting under that 
incurable disease, consumption. But he has since learned 
that Abial Nelson had been a practical farmer, owning and 
occupying the most of the paternal estate that had also be- 
longed to his father, grandfather and great-grandfather, — 
the last named of whom was the pioneer white settlerin 
that section of the town.* : 

The three brothers of Abial Nelson, viz., Job, Thomas — 
and Stephen, received each a collegiate education, the ex- a 
pense of which was nearly all that their father could afford 7 
to bestow upon them, and hence the old homestead, or — 
nearly all of it, fell to Abial, and is still owned and occu- — 
pied by his lineal descendants (grandchildren) of the sixth - 
generation that have possessed, and for one hundred and ~ 
fifty-five consecutive years improved the premises.t This 
farm stretched entirely across the neck of land which 


* Thomas Nelson, great-grandfather of Abial, is said to have settled there in 1717, 
and was the first of the Calvinist Baptist denomination in Middleboro’, being a 
member of the Swansey Church, which was the first Baptist Church in America. 
He married Hope Higgins, and their children were—Hannah, b. April 10, 1699; 
m. Jan. 20, 1719, Jabez Wood. Hope, b. Dec. 23,1700. John, b. Aug. 1, 1702; — 
m. Oct. 13, 1726, Abiah Leonard. He died June 6, 1732. Lois, b. Aug. 19,1704; 
m. March 12, 1724, Jedediah Thomas. Ruth, b. Feb. 25,1706; m. Nov. 30, 1726, 
Henry Thomas.. Elizabeth, b: June 3, 1708. Thomas, b. April 12, 1710; m. Dec. ts 
2, 1736, Judith Peirce, of Middleboro’. He died March 7, 1768. She died Jan. 22, 
1792. Sarah, b. Aug. 17, 1712. William, b. May 30, 1714; m. Oct. 2, 1740, Eliza- 
beth Howland. Foxell, b. June 22, 1716. saute: b. Dec. 31, 1718. ‘Bheobebe he 4 
Dec. 22, 1721. q 

Tt Thomas Nelson abe in 1714, and was bounded by Indian lands oe 
sides. 
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divides the long pond from the Assawomset, and it is highly 


probable that it was upon what became the Nelson farm 
that Capt..Benjamin Church, with his few brave whites and 
Indian allies, encamped the night after his engagement with 
Tispaquin at “the river that runs into the great pond 
through the thick swamp at the entering of the neck.” 

It was not far from where the waters of the Assawomset 
wash the eastern boundaries of this farm that the traitorous 
tale-bearer, John Sassamon, met his fate and came to his 
tragic end, the place where the ice was cut by his enraged 
countrymen as an opening to his watery grave being within 
view.* In the meadow, and near the highway, the writer 
well remembers in his boyhood to have seen a slight inden- 
tation in the ground that was said to mark the spot on which 
the pioneer settler built his house, and in the cellar of which 
the characteristic determination, courage and resolution of 
his wife was displayed; for hearing a noise there one night, 
she believed that it proceeded from an Indian searching for 
something to steal, and availing herself of the darkness, she 
went down noiselessly, and seizing him by some part of his 
clothing, held on till he was glad to make his escape by leay- 
ing it in her hands, and which, on being brought to the 
light, served fully to confirm her suspicions. 

The Indian reservation in Middleboro’ was upon this neck 
of land adjacent to the Nelson farm, and where for more 
than a century the remnant of a once noble and powerful 
tribe, the rightful lords of the soil, dragged out a miserable 
existence, till the last of the race was drowned near twenty 
years since. 

Abial Nelson and wife were members of a Christian Bap- 
tist church, whose place of worship was at “ Long Plain,” 
so called (in Rochester, now Acushnet), and it was of this 
é church, or of a branch of the same in Middleboro’ (now 


* Tradition assigns a place in Assawomset Pond, not far from the old ‘‘ pond 
meeting house,’”’ as that where Sassamon was put under the ice. 
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Lakeville) that Abial Nelson was a deacon. He § we si in life 
what is termed a very prosperous and successful anal he 
happily and well, and at the same time outstripping ‘most i 
not all his neighbors in the amount of his daily and month 
income, and this for years together ; and the secret of this 
success I have no doubt was due in a great measure to fies ; 
practical good sense and economy of his wife, in whom, > 
in common with her sisters, the essential qualities of a true 
‘“‘help-meet”’ shone conspicuously forth. 

Sally, the wife of Dea. Abial Nelson, was abundantly soe 
plied with most desirable qualities, both of head and heart. 
Her noble generosity and hospitality were proverbial. Bes. * a 
tween her and my mother an unbroken friendship existed é 
from the date of their earliest acquaintance until death ; and 
I have heard the latter say, that if tears of joy were not — 
always shed at meeting, those of sorrow usually moistened 
the cheeks of Mrs. Nelson at their parting. — 


Dea. Aztat NeEtson and wife Sarty Perrce (No. 193) had: 
(778) Elizabeth, b. Oct. 5, 1805 ; m. Benjamin White, 
of Fairhaven, Mass. She d. of consumption, Noy. 11, 1831. 
(779) Job Peirce, b. Oct. 17, 1806, and was named for 
his mother’s father. Married, Oct. 9, 1834, Fatima Baker, — 
of Upton, Worcester Co., Mass. She is a subscriber for 
this work on the Peirce family. He held a commissionas 
Justice of the Peace for Plymouth Co., and was mainly in- 
strumental in effecting a division of Middleboro’ and setting 
off a part as a new a distinct town, and of which a ma ne 
jority of voters in an open town meeting decided to call — 
Nelson, in honor of the subject of this sketch, but which his _ 
modesty led him to oppose, and it was then decided to tak ce : 
the name of Lakeville. Hed. Dec. 3, 1862. Their BOY Nye 
Abial W. Nelson, was appointed Assistant Surgeon of 
18th Mass. Reg’t, Jan. 10, 1862. 
(780) A male child, b. Dec. 12, 1807; d. Dee. 18, 18 = 
(781) Mary H., b. April 28, 1809; d. of consuiiaa , 
May 12, 1831. iver sere) Bee 
mi 
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(782) Abial S., b. July 28, 1810; d. Nov. 24, 1811. 
- (783) Sarah, b Dec. 29, 1812; m. Sidney Tucker, Esq. 

of Middleboro’, a subscriber to this publication on the Peirce 
fh mily. He has been Selectman, Collector and Treasurer 
of M., and Postmaster at the Four Corners Village in that 
ales 


Perer Hoar Pemce (No. 196), 


od Beventh son and thirteenth child of Capt. Job Baines 
+ (No. 59) and wife Elizabeth Rounsevill, was b. in Middle- 
boro’, now Lakeville, March 25, 1788, and named for the 
_ husband of Mercy, his eldest sister, who was so much older 
pe as $ to have become a wife nearly six years before this her 
ey youngest brother was born. 
oti ; _ From and after the death of his mother, that occurred 
Ju ne 9, 1790 (he being then a little more than two years 
0 1d), the subsequent care and youthful training of the sub- 
! je ct of this memoir devolved almost entirely upon this sister 
and her husband, the brother-in-law whose name he bore. | 
* An¢ well did they perform the duties of the trust conferred 
ie them by the dying mother, and extremely fortunate 
was he to have such good hands in which to fall. He was 
‘united in marriage, May 10, 1813, with Nabby, a daughter 
of Thomas Sprout, of Middleboro’. He died Jan. 27, 1861. 
: ‘ she died in 1864. 
On the civil list he held the commissions of a Justice of 
_ the Peace, and Coroner, and was also appointed to adminis- _ 
ter the oaths of Me aeaton to officers of Plymouth County, 
and was elected to a seat in the Massachusetts Senate. In 
: the local militia he was Ensign from. 1810, Captain from 
fe Feb. 18, 1814, Major 1816, Lieut.-Colonel April 25, 1818. 
eye norably discharged in 1823. 
_ ‘He performed the duties of a clerk in the Rares of nig 
br ‘others, Major Levi Peirce, at Middleboro’, and Ebenezer 
Peirce, Esq., at Assonet Village, in Bgeeviven, but not long 
at either place, as he ppecats to have been carrying on a 
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retail store in Middleboro’ for himself, even before attaining 5 
to his majority, and in which business he continued through — 
life, or a period of about fifty-three years, and thereby be- , 
came so enriched that he was probably the most wealthy — 
man in Middleboro’ for some years immediately preceding 
his death. Receiving the same amount of money from his 
father as was given to his brothers, and a much larger from 
Major Peter Hoar, his brother-in-law, who made Peter #1. 
Peirce his principal heir, he was enabled to set out in early 
life with far greater advantages than were enjoyed by any 
other member of his father’s family, and continuing actively 
engaged in business longer, he came to be the most wealthy 
of that family. 

He was engaged in manufacturing as well as in merchan- 
_ dise, becoming the principal owner of two cotton mills in 
Middleboro’, and also of the shovel works. To the kindness 
of his eldest son, Job C. Peirce (No. 785) I am indebted for 
the loan of original papers that enable me to give the names 
of the men composing that company of the Coast Guard sta- 
tioned at Plymouth in 1814, and commanded by Capt. Peter — 
Hoar Peirce. The service of this company commenced 
about the 21st of peucenbany and was continued to October 
12, 1814. 

Commissioned Officers. Peter H. Peirce, Captain; Lu- 
ther Murdock, Lieutenant ; Orrin Tinkham, Ensign. 

Sergeants. Thomas Bump substitute for Enos Eaton, 
Hercules Richmond, George Shaw, Ezra Wood, Ichabod 
Wood. | 

Corporals. Daniel Hathaway, Andrew Warren, Abner 
Leonard, Daniel Thomas. 

Musicians. Oliver Sharp substitute for Andrew Haskins, op 
Paddock Tinkham. 

Privates. Jeremiah Wood, Levi Wood, Cyrenge Tink- _ 
ham, Gideon Leonard, Peter Vaughan, Joseph Clark substi- — 
tute for Lemuel Bourne, Edmund Ellis substitute for Ezra 
Harlow, Eliphalet Doggett, Oliver L. Sears, Nathan Per- 
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_ Jr., Joshua Atwood, Jr., Andrew McCully, Daniel Norcut, 


* 


Seth Weston, Abel Howard, Ben. Leonard, Cyrus White, 
Beniah Wilder, Levi Thomas, 2d, Calvin Dunham, Caleb 
Tinkham, Abraham Thomas, Jr., Rufus Alden, Jr., Daniel 


‘Weston, J oseph Paddock, Nath’l] Macomber, William Rams- 


dell substitute for William Richmond, John C. Perkins, 
Edward Winslow, Jr., Isaac Cobb substitute to Wal. Tho- 
mas, Thomas C. Ames, Elias Richmond deserted, Unite 
Kinsley, Levi Haskins, George Ellis, Cornelius Tinkham, 
Samuel Cole, Thomas Southworth, Daniel Vaughan, Cush- 
man Vaughan, Sylvanus T. Wood, Cyrus Nelson, Augustus 
Bosworth, Lorenzo Wood, Jacob Bennett, 2d, Andrew 
Bump, Josephus Bump, Nathan Reed, Benejah Peirce, Wil- 
liam Littlejohn, Jr., Warren Bump, Jr., Francis Billington, 
Joseph Standish substitute for Thomas Barrows till Oct. 4, 
Earl Bourne, George Caswell, Jr., Israel Keith, Sylvanus 
Vaughan, Leonard Southworth, Samuel Morton absent sick, 


_ Allen Reed absent sick, James Bump arrived and discharg- 


ed 24 September, Ben. Haffords absent, Elisha Shaw ar- 
rived 28th of September, William Cole discharged 24th 
Sept., James Cole, Rodolphus Barden, Sylvanus Barrows. 


on. Perer Hoar Pumcer (196) and wife Nansy Sprout \ 
had: 


(784) Harriet, b. April 5, 1814; m. Dec. 28, 1842, 
Abner Rice, of Millbury, Mass. He died 184-. 

(785) Job C., b. Oct. 17,1815. Was commissioned, in 
1837, Paymaster of the 4th Reg’t of the local militia of Ply- 
mouth Co., with the rank of a first Lieutenant. Honorably 
discharged in 1839. Is a retail trader in Middleboro’, and 


‘a subscriber to this work on the Peirce family. 


(786) Charles F., b. Sept. 7, 1817; m. Sept. 7, 1852, 


- Harriet O. Putnam, of Middleboro’. He is a patron of this 


publication. She wasa daughter of Rey. Israel W. Putnam. 
(787) Judith, b. March 22, 1819; never married. 
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(788) William R., b. Oct. 8, 1821. 
\ Brown University, in Providence, R. I., in 1848. 
married. 
(789) Thomas S., b. June 19, 1823. Graduated ‘ae ie 
X Brown University in 1844. Isa retail trader in Middleboro’. " 
(790) Levi, b. May 12, 1825. Never married; d. Aug. 
7, 1854. 
(791) Nabby, b. April 17, 1827. Never married; d. 
Aug. 18, 1864. 
(792) Peter H., b. July 13, 1829; d. Oct.*18, 184°. 
(793) James E., b. Noy. 21, 1833; m. Sept. 20, 1865, 
Maria S. Harlow, of M. He is a retail trader in Middle- — 
boro’, and subscriber to this book on the Peirce family. : 


Susannaw Peirce (No. 209), 

Daughter of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and wife 
Regine Hinds, was b. Jan. 26, 1769, and m. Noy. 18, 1788, 
Abial Booth, of Middleboro’, a patriot soldier of the Ameri- 
can Revolution. 


Asia Boorn and wife Susannan Perce (No. 209) had: 

(794) Abial P., b. Feb. 3, 1791; m. Mrs. Betsey Wea- 
ver, of Fall River. He was a Justice of the Peace for Ply- 
mouth County, and deacon of Christian Baptist Church, 

Lakeville. Farmer and school teacher. 

(795) Susannah, b. July 16, 1792; m. Ebenezer panies 
of Taunton. 

(796) Salome, b. June 27, 1795; m. Nov. 16, 1818,* 
Gilbert Rounsevill, of Freetown. He was b. Oct. 25, 1789 ; 
was a deputy sheriff for Bristol Co. Served at New Bed- 
ford in June, 1814, as a Sergeant in the Coast Guard eleven — 
days (in Capt. Simeon Ashley's company). Selectman of 
Freetown two years; chosen a Representative to General : 
Court in 1827, but declined to serve. Died Oct. 27, 1850. _ 
Parents of Capt. Marcus M. Rounseyvill, of East Freetown. 
A subscriber to this work. 


: 


* The marriage ceremony was performed by Ebenezer Peirce, Esq. (No. 191). 
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By (79) Henry P., b. March 18, 1801; m. twice. Lives 

+ Married first, Edith Woods, of Groton ; second, 

x Sarah Patkard. 

(798) John, b. June 13, 1803 ; lived single, and d. very 
P anddenly at his place in Lakeville, Mass., Sept. 3, 1865. 

2 (799) lydia A., b. Dec. 18, 1805; m.. first, Jefferson 

8 Rounseyill, of ercstnvis He d. Nov. 12, 1842, and she 

E: m. second, Noah Staples, of ‘Taunton. 

(800) Henrietta M., b. July 7, 1810; m. Elbridge G. 

; Ashley, of Lakeville. He was born March 4, 1810. 


oy petted Sr is 
t 


Mary Pertrce (No. 210), 


Daughter of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and wife Sa- 
lome, was b. in 1770, and m. Feb. 13, 1791, Abner Clark, 
Esq. of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. He was a Justice of 
_ the Peace, and d. May 1, 1830, aged 55 years. She d. July . 
_ 25, 1847. The ordinance of baptism by immersion was 
_ administered to Abner Clark, Esq., Sept. 3, 1823, and he 
_ placed himself under the watch and care of the Fourth Bap- 
tist Church in Middleboro’ (now Lakeville) ;. dismissed and 
recommended to the Second Baptist Church, May 26, 1827. 


_ Asner Crarx, Esq. and wife Mary Perrce (No. 210) had: 
| (801) Abner, b. Jan. 7, 1792; never married. 
*(802) Henry, b. May 5,1794; never married; d. Nov. 
3, 1819. 
(803) Richard, b. May 26,1796; never married; died 
May 20, 1830. 

(804) Horatio G., b. Sept. 26, 1798. As a Lieutenant in 
the local militia of Middleboro’ he was commissioned April 
28, 1827; promoted to Captain July 19, 1828; d. Jan. 23, 
1829. ‘The Company of which he was an officer was in the 

4th Regiment, Ist Brigade and 5th Division. Usually called 
the “Pond Company.” He was a school teacher. 

(805) Xenophon, b. April 5, 1801; d. May 23, 1829. 
(806) Almira, b. Sept. 21, 1803; d. Feb. 8, 1834. 


> 
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(807) Job P., b. Feb. 3, 1806; d. May 17, 185 BS 
(808) Ezra, b. Feb. 9, 1809 ; m. Ruth Peirce of J ae : 
boro’, now Lakeville, dau. of Oliver Peirce, Esq. (No. 2 2). 
_ (809) Ebenezer, b. May 26, 1811; d. Dec. 3, 1848 ; am, 
Mrs. Sally Chipman, formerly Thompson, of Halifax, Mass. 
After the death of Ebenezer Clark, she m. Dr. Thoma 
Bump, of Freetown. 
(810) Mary, b. April 3, 1814; d. Aug. 15, 1814. | 
The dates of births of the Clark familie were copied from — 
the town records of Middleboro’, and the dates of iheiras 4 
deaths from grave-stones in the ancient cemetery near Assa- — 
womset Pond, in Lakeville. 


Tuomas Wurrr and wife Satome Perrce (No. 211) had: 
(811) Mary, m. Capt. Daniel Edson, of East Freetown, 
December 6, 1819. He was commissioned June 28, 1821, 
Ensign of the third company of local militia in Freetown, — 
and promoted to Captain, May 25, 1822, with Alden Ma- 
comber as Lieutenant, and James M. Morton as Ensign. 
This company belonged to the 5th Reg’t in 2d Brigade, 5th 4 
Division, when Hercules Cushman, of Freetown, was Col. 
of Reg’t, Lynde Hathaway, of Freetown, Lieut.-Colonel, 
Elisha Slade, of Somerset, Major, and Philip ee ane. 
way, of Freetown, Adjutant. Brig.-Gen. Shepherd Leach, — 
of Easton, commanded the ‘shite and Major-Gen. Benja- 
min Lincoln, of New Bedford, the Division. Capt. Edson 
was an unusually good officer, and the East Freetown com- 
pany were never in so good As dinion: either before or after, <a 
as while under his fd He was by trade a house car- 4 
penter. He was united in marriage by Ebenezer Peirce, — / 
Esq. (No. 191). <u 
~ (812) Alvin, m. Eugenia Bennett, of Rochastaem ; ey 
(813) Eliza, m. Eliphalet Bump, of Wareham. , “a 
(814) Sally, m. Marcus Holmes, of Wareham. She is 
dead. 
(815) ape m. David Besse, of Wareham. She is 
dead. uf 
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; (816) Ruth, died unmarried. 

(817) Henry P. Was a preacher of the Christian Bap- 
tist denomination, and died in Havana, where he had gone 
for his health. Died September, 1838. [See Christian Reg- 
ister for 1841.] There may be some mistake about whom 
some of these White children married, as all the authority 
I have for several is traditional, and the traditions do not 
agree. 


Ensign Exsenezer Peirce (No. 212), 


Son of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and wife Salome 
Hinds, was b. Nov. 21, 1776, and m. March 12, 1801, Cha- 
rity Hinds, of Middleboro’. She was b. Feb. 25, 1780. 
Ebenezer was by trade a carpenter, and noted for uncommon 
ingenuity in mechanism ; was master-builder of the Congre- 
gational meeting-house at Assonet Village, in Freetown,* 
erected in or about 1809. Ensign of 7th Company in local 
militia of Middleboro’, now Lakeville, from Aug. 15, 1796. 

- But no carpenter’s tool that he used in plying his trade 
was keener than his tongue, no cutting of wood done 
smoother, no better and closer fit made or could be made in 
- mechanism, than his powers of expression enabled him to 
execute in a caustic reply or sarcastic description. Nor 
would he ‘“ baulk a joke for relation sake,” as the following 
will show. He is said to have had a horse of so vicious a 
temper, that whenever in decent flesh always became un- 
manageable ; and hence to keep it poor became a necessity — 
to enable the rider to retain the proper ascendancy over the 


* Quite a portion of the timber and boards used in the construction of that house 
were brought from the State of Maine, in the sloop ‘‘ Unicorn,’’ Ebenezer Peirce 
(No. 191) owner, and James L. Valentine master. George C. Briggs, John Brown 
and Jack Shepherd constituted the crew. Benjamin Dean hauled the lumber from 
the wharf at Assonet to the site selected to build the house; and some disagreement 


between Dean and the building committee, relating to Dean’s compensation for that 
labor, so embittered the latter that he would never go into the house while he lived. 
- Nearly thirty years after, Dean died, and his corpse was carried into that church for 


funeral services, a part of which consisted in tolling the bell, which cracked, and 
was completely spoiled, though late in the spring while the bell was free from frost, 
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beast. Some member of the Hinds family attempted to ridi- 
cule the sorry plight of the horse, and asked Peirce why it 
was so poor? “ Because ’tis like the Hinds family, that can’t 
endure prosperity,’ was the quick, tart answer. , 
He was masterworkman on a new house built for William 
B. Canedy, Esq., in Fall River, and a comparative stranger 
in the place. Capt. Hezekiah Wilson, a neighbor, discover- 
ed in the frame of the building a mortise without a corres- 
ponding tenant, and calling Peirce’s attention said, ‘‘ Here 
is a hole large enough for a rat to run in.” ‘ Well, run in, 
then. I judge from your neighbor’s testimony that’s amply 
large enough to receive you,” was the ready reply. 
When raising the steeple of the Congregational meeting- 
house in Assonet, he went aloft to perform the most difficult 
and dangerous part of the work, and while thus engaged 
Elder Philip Hathaway, who chanced to be passing, stopped 
and called out to Peirce, and with seeming anxiety said, 
** Don’t you think you are in a very dangerous place?” when 
the latter, imitating the minister’s anxious tone and air, im- 
mediately replied, ‘‘ Don’t you think that you had better 
mind your own business ?” 


Ensign Esenezer Petrce (No. 212) and wife Cuarrry Hips 
had: 

(818) Elbridge G., b. Dec. 19, 1801; m. Sarah Gorham, 
of Hallowell, March 27, 1824. Reside in Portsmouth, N. H. 
Is a ship carpenter, and subscriber to this work. 

(819) Louisa V.,b. Dec. 28, 1803; m. Ebenezer Hinds, 
of Livermore, Me. 

(820) Julia M., b. April 2, 1806; m. Arthur Cox, of 
Hallowell, Me. Hed. in Fairhaven, Mass. "Was a master 

»-mariner. She is a subscriber to this publication. 

(821) Charity, b. Jan. 9, 1808; d. Nov. 1, 1813. 

(822) Mary, b. Jan. 9, 1808; m. Stephen Brown, of 
Hallowell, Me. Shed. Oct. 25, 1848. 

(823) Job, b. April 18, 1810; m. Elizabeth Davis. He 
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¥ was lost at sea in Oct., 1852. Had been engaged in whale 


~~" 
- <4 " 
—& << 
: 

AY, 


fishing. 

(824) Susan, b. May 22, 1812; m. eas Irish, of 
Fairhaven, Mass. 

(825) Tyler, b. Feb. 13, 1814; d. Feb. 18, 1814. 

(826) Charity, b. Feb. 18,1815; m. Allen Drew. 

(827) Ebenezer, b. June 21,1817. Master mariner — 
whaleman. Now engaged in manufacturing guns with 
which to kill whales. | 

(828) Charles W., b. June 21, 1817; d. in Otaheite, 
May 28, 1842. 

(829) Hannah, b. Jan. 10, 1820; d. July 13, 1820. 

(830) Tyler, b. Dec. 1, 1824; d. Dec. 1, 1824. 


Henry Perrce (No. 213), 


Son of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and wife Salome 
Hinds, was b. in 1778, and m. twice. First, to Hannah 
Sherman ; and second, to Phebe Lombard. 


 Heyry Perce (No. 213) and wife Hannan Surman had : 


(831) William S., b. April 22,1810. Was a house car- 
penter, and deacon of the Calvinist Baptist Church at the 
Four Corners in Middleboro’. Married twice. First, Pru- 
dence K. Dean; and second, Mrs. Huldah L. Washburn. 


He d. Aug. 26, 1858. 


(852) Henry, m. Susan Leach. 
(833) Hannah, m. Godfrey Taber, of Fairhaven. 
(834) Rebecca, m. Eaton. 


Henry Perrcez (No. 213) and second wife Purse LomBarp 
had: 

(835) Mary, b. April 13, 1820; m. Nov. 2, 1841, Phi- 
neas Merrihew, of Fairhaven. She is a subscriber to this 
work. 

(836) Samuel, b. Feb. 22, 1822; never mar. Died in 
California, Jan. 1853. 

(837) Lucinda; d. young. 
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Henry Peirce, the parent, resided in Rochester, Mass., but 
was buried in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, where a decent 
slate stone marks his grave. 


Lypra Perrce (No. 214), 


Daughter of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and wife Sa- 


lome Hinds, was b. Oct. 17, 1781, and m. Jan. 6, 1805, 
William Jenney, of Fairhaven. He was lost at sea. She 
m. June 29, 1816, Capt. Nathaniel Staples, of Taunton. 
He d. in Lakeville, July 17,1862. She d. in L., Dec. 26, 


1863. Both buried in the Peirce family cemetery in Lake- | 


ville, Mass. 
Wituiam Jenney and wife Lypra Perce (No. 214) had: 


(838) Edwin, b. Oct. 30, 1805; m. Noy. 23, 1828, Sa-: 


rah Bismore, daughter of Miss Lydia Bismore, formerly 
of Fall River, and afterwards of Fairhaven, Mass. Lydia 
Bismore afterwards married Howland. 

(839) Henry P., b. Noy. 1807; m. Hannah M. Haskins, 
daughter of Myrick Haskins and wife Polly, of Middleboro’, 
now Lakeville. He is dead. 

(840) William, b. 1810; m. twice. First, Sarah Sher- 
man, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville, a daughter of Capt. 


David Sherman and wife Phebe Clark, granddaughter of 


Nehemiah Sherman and wife Deborah Peirce (No. 256), 
ereat-granddaughter of Ensign David Peirce (No. 69) and 
wife Abigail Hathaway, great-great-granddaughter of Ensign 
Isaac Peirce (No. 25) and wife Deliverance Holloway, great- 


ereat-great-granddaughter of Isaac Peirce (No. 11) and 


wife Judith Booth, great-great-great-great-granddaughter of 
Isaac Peirce (No. 6), and great-great-great-great-great-grand- 
_daughter of Abraham Peirce, the emigrant. Their son Ed- 
win S. Jenney is a lawyer, and was commissioned at the com- 
mencement of the late war of the rebellion Captain of Co. 
I, in the 3d Reg’t N. Y. Infantry, Col. Frederic Townsend’s 
regiment, and assigned to Brig.-General Eben’r W. Peirce’s 
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_ Brigade of Butler’s Division, near Hampton, and at Fortress 
Monroe, in Virginia, and as a captain led that company in 
the first battle of the war, June 10, 1861. | 

William Jenney was divorced from Sarah, his first wife, 
and married, second, Elizabeth Hillis, whose parents, the 
writer has been informed, were English people. It is wor- 
thy of remark that this is the first case of a divorce in the 
history of the Peirce family, or the first of which we have 
learned. 


Lyp1a Prtrce Jenney (No. 214) 


Contracted a second marriage, June 29, 1816, with Capt. 

Nathaniel Staples, of Taunton, the ceremony of uniting in 

» wedlock being performed by Ebenezer Peirce, Esq. (No. 

191). Captain Staples was a man of more than ordinary 

ability, and liberally possessed of good common sense, by 

_ which he was enabled to be far more useful to the world 

_ than the majority of men that have enjoyed greater advan- 

tages of education. Was of a social turn of mind, which 

made him an agreeable companion ; liberal and generous 
perhaps to a fault. | 


Capt. Naruanren Sraries and wife Lypra Perrce JENNEY 
had: 


(841) Harrison, b. June 1, 1817; m. April 15, 1848, 
Hannah P. Morton, of Freetown, daughter of Job Morton, 
Esq. and wife Patience Purrinton, granddaughter of Nathan- 
iel Morton and wife Martha Tupper, great-granddaughter of 
Nathaniel Morton, great-great-granddaughter of Eleazer 
Morton and wife Martha Wheaton, great-great-great-grand- 
daughter of Ephraim Morton and wife Ann Cooper, and 
great-great-great-great-granddaughter of George Morton, the 
emigrant, and wife Julia Ann Bradford. Mrs. Hannah was b. 
in Freetown, Nov. 11, 1814. Harrison Staples is a Jus- 
tice of the Peace for Plymouth County, and is now serv- 
ing upon his third term of three years as one of the Coun- 

| 32* 


378 THE PEIRCE. FAMILY. 


ty Commissioners. He is a subscriber to this publication, . 


and the writer’s thanks are due to him for the interest he 
has shown and pains taken to encourage the prosecution 
of the work. Their oldest son, Job M. Staples, served three 
years in first Mass. Cavalry in the late war of the rebellion. . 

(842) Lydia Peirce, b. Nov. 10, 1818; m. Henry D. 
Bassett, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville, June 15, 1841. He 
is a shoe-dealer at Chicago, and now resides in Newton, 
Mass. He is a son of Caleb Bassett and wife Mary Holmes, 
erandson of Caleb Bassett and wife Bethiah Keith, great- 
grandson of Joseph Bassett and wife Phebe Cushman, 
great-great-grandson of Joseph Bassett and wife Hliza- 
beth Ames, great-great-great-grandson of William Bassett, 
ereat-great-great-great-grandson of Joseph Bassett and wife 
Martha Hobart, and great-great-great-great-great-grandson of 
William Basset, who came over in the ship Fortune in 1621, 
and settled first at Plymouth, then Duxbury, and last in 
West Bridgewater. Mrs. B. is a subscriber to this family 
history. 

(843) Nathaniel, b. May 29, 1822; d. young. 


Tyzar Peirce (No. 215), 


Son of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and second wife 
Deborah Chase, was b. Feb. 15, 1786; m. Elizabeth Sis- 
son, of Fairhaven. ‘They had no children. He was an 
enterprising man and master mariner. Said to have been 
knocked overboard by a boom and drowned in Long Island 
Sound. He appears also to have been engaged in merchan- 
dise at Fairhaven, Mass. An inventory of his personal pro- 
perty, as appraised by Joseph Tripp, Levi Jenney and Joshua 
Drew, and rendered in Probate Dec. 7, 1813, showed in 
amount four thousand five hundred and fifty-four dollars and 
thirty cents; and his real estate, of which an appraisal was 
made about the same time, equalled a little less than seven 
hundred dollars. Elizabeth, his widow, as administratrix of 
his estate, under date of Dec. 10, 1813, represented to the 
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Judge of Probate for the County of Bristol, ‘“ that such are 
s the condition and circumstances of the said’ deceased’s estate 
_ she is apprehensive it will be insufficient to pay all just 
debts.” She therefore represents the said estate as insolvent. 


Desoran Perce (No. 216), 

Daughter of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and second 
wife Deborah Chase, was b. Jan. 18, 1788, and m. Timothy 
Coffin, of Nantucket. | 
Timoruy Corrin and wife Desoran Perrce (No. 216) had: 


(844) Henry P., m. Sherman, of Nantucket. 
(845) Owen. 
(846) Keziah, d. young, unm. 


| Kezian Perrce (No. 217), 

4 Daughter of Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61) and second wife 

_ Deborah Chase, was b. Feb. 15, 1790, and m. Josiah Gor- 
ham, of Nantucket. 


Jos1sH Gora and wife Krzrau Pertrce (No. 217) had: 

(847) Charles, d. young. 

Lhe thanks of the writer are due to Asa T. Winslow, Esq., 
of Lakeville, for the names of children of Timothy Coffin 
and Josiah Gorham. 


Marrna Perrce (No. 228), 

Daughter of Capt. Seth Peirce (No. 63) and wife Huldah 
Sampson, was b. 1770, and m. Aug. 23, 1792, David Paige, 
of Hardwick, Mass. Shed. July 31, 1844, aged 74 years. 

Davin Paice and wife Marrua Petrce (No. 228) had: 

(848) Cutler, m. April 15, 1813, Hope Rawson. 
4 (849) Huldah, m. Sept. 20, 1817, Elbridge Cutler. 
a (850) John, m. no one; d. at the age of 25 years. 

(851) Mary, m. June 14, 1819, Jonathan Webb. 

(852) Martha, m. November 25, 1829, Dr. James M. 
Smith. 
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Potty Peirce (No. 229), 

"Daughter of Capt. Seth Peirce and wife Huldah sis. 

son, was b. in 1774; m. Sept. 15, 1793, Ashbel Rice, of 
Hardwick, Mass. Shed. June 7, 1802, aged 28 years. 
AsuBeEL Ricr and wife Potty Perrce (No. ee had: 


(853) Horace. 
(854) Mary. 


SerH Peirce, Jr. (No. 230), 


Son of Capt. Seth Peirce (No. 63) and wife Huldah Samp- 
son, became a wholesale merchant of Boston. He never 
married. 


Sampson Peirce (No. 231), 


Son of Capt. Seth Peirce (No. 63) and wife Huldah Samp- 
son, m Nichols, of New Braintree, Mass. 


Sampson Perrce (No. 231) and wife Nicuots had : 
(855) Mary, m. David Lee, of Barre. 


Betsey Perce (No. 232), 
Daughter of Capt. Seth Peirce (No. 63) and wife Huldah 
Sampson, was b. Jan. 20, 1782; m. April 24, 1806, Dr. 
David Billings. She d. Feb. 1, 1857. 


Dr. Davy Briuines and wife Bersry PErrce (No. 232) had : 


(856) Elizabeth P. | 
(857) Hannah R. 
(858) David Paige, 
(859) Seth Peirce, 
(860) Huldah S$. 
(861) Mary Ann, 
(862) William R. 
(863) Lucius Flagg, J 
The six oldest of these children were baptized June 18, 
1820. William R. was baptized May 18, 1821, and Lucius. 
F. Dec. 19, 1822. 


The writer tenders his grate- 
ful acknowledgments to Rey. 
Lucius R. Paige, of Cambridge- 
‘ port, for the names of children 
of David Paige, Ashbel Rice, 
Sampson Peirce, and Dr. Dayid 
Billings and wives. ) 


\ 


Abigail Hinckley, was b. in 1797, and m. 
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A child (No. 233) of Capt. Seth Peirce (No. 63), and 


; born of second wife Rebecca Paige, survived but a few days. 


‘Asieart’ Pemce (No. 234), 
_ Daughter of Capt. Seth Peirce (No. 63) and third wife 
Hotchkiss, 
an Englishman, and went with him to the land of his nativi- 
ty, where she died. Cannot learn that she had children or 
left any issue. 


Gxrorce Petrce (No. 247), 


oR of George Peirce (No. 66) and wife Sarah Peirce 
(No. 101), m. April 26, 1782, Content Evans, of Berkley. 


Ensign Grorce Prrrce (No. 247) and wife Content Evans 
had : 


(864) Enoch, m. Jan. 16, 1806, Mary Bourne, of Free- 


town. 


(865) Tryphena, m. Jan. 5, 1800, Ensign Freeman 
Peirce (No. 308), of Middleboro’. Freeman was commis- 
sioned May 4, 1802, Ensign of a company of local militia in 
Middleboro’ (Beechwood Company), and in that part now 
Lakeville. Removed to New York State. 

_ Content, the mother, was a daughter of Robert Evans, Jr. 
of Berkley, and wife Thankful Pray, and b. Sept. 6, 1746 ; 
granddaughter of Robert Evans and wife Ann Davis. 
George, the parent, served at Rhode Island as a soldier in 
1781, under Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61). George was 
commissioned Sept. 25, 1792, Ensign in a company of local 
militia (“ Beechwoods Company,” so called) of Middleboro’, 


_ that part now Lakeville. This Company was in the 4th 


Reg’t, of which Israel Fearing, of Wareham, was Colonel, 
Edward Sparrow, of Middleboro’, Lieut.-Colonel, Elisha Rug- 


giles, of Rochester, Major, and Abiel Washburn, of M., 


Adjutant. 
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Hermon Perrce (No. 248), 

Son of George Peirce (No. 66) and wife Sarah Peirce 
(No. 101), was b. Nov. 17, 1765, and March 25, 1787, m. 
Rachel Hoar, of Middleboro’. He d. Aug. 7, 1809. Ra- 
chel d. Noy. 9, 1856, aged nearly 89 years. 

Tradition informs that Hermon Peirce was deacon of 2d 
Calvinistic Baptist Church in Middleboro’, now Lakeville. 


Hermon Perrce (No. 248) and wife Racue, Hoar had : 

(866) Sally, b. Oct. 3,1787; m. Joseph Hall, of Rayn- 
ham. She d. Oct., 1860. 

(867) Mercy, b. Feb. 3, 1790; m. Henry Pickens, of — 
Middleboro’. He was a stage driver, and for a time a tay- — 
ern keeper. | 

(868) Abiah, b. Jan. 27, 1792; lived single. 

(869) Nancy, b. Sept. 29, 1795 ; d. Dec. 11, 1797. . 

(870) John, b. Feb) 18, 1799; m. June 19, 1824, Bath- 
sheba Winslow, of Berkley. He resides in Lakeyille, occu- 
pying the old homestead of his father. Is a subscriber to 
this work on the Peirce family, and the thanks of the writer 
are due to him for information. | 

(871) Levi, b. May 12, 1801; m. Nov. 21, 1837, Lucy 
V. Hathaway, of Freetown. She d. June 17, 1859, aged — 
57 years, one month and one day. 

' (872) Rachel, b. April 27, 1804; m. J. Harvey Perkins, 
of Middleboro’. He is a farmer, and they reside in Lake- 
ville. 

(873) Philip H., b. March 29, 1807; m. Abigail Pick- 
ens, of Middleboro’. He is a farmer and lives in Lakeville. 


Ley Perrce (No. 249), 

Son of George (No. 66) and wife Sarah (No. 101), was 
b. Aug. 10, 1774, and m. twice. First, Lucy Peirce (No. 
263). Levid. June 3, 1845. 

Levi Pemce (No. 249) and wife Lucy (No. 263) had: 


(874) Lois, b. Sept. 8, 1797; m. June, 1825, Nathaniel 
Harwood. 
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(875) Hiram, b. June 18, 1799. Removed to Brook- 
field, Mass.; m. twice. First, March 29, 1825, Sarah Har-. 
wood. She died, and he m. second, Oct. 10, 1855, Mary LI. 
Chaffer. He was appointed a Justice of the Peace for the 
County of Worcester, in 1851, and holds that office by re- 
newal of commission to the present time. Has been a Select- 
man of Brookfield. Is a subscriber to encourage the pub- 
lication of this family history. He is a shoemaker and far- 
mer. ‘The thanks of the writer are due him for information. 

(876) Ann, b. Aug. 1, 1803; m. John A. Kingsbury, 
of North Brookfield, Mass. 

(877) Lucy B.,b. May 5, 1805; m. Elias Bartlett, of 
N. Brookfield. She d. in 1838. 

(878) Hermon, b. March 11, 1817. Removed to the 
West. Was a Union soldier in the late war. 

(879) Charity, b. Sept. 22, 1818; m. Horace Green, of 
Spencer, Mass. 


By second wife, Levi Petrcr (No. 249) had: 
(880) Timothy R. He isa subscriber for this book. 


Purse Petrce (No. 250), 


Daughter of George (No. 66) and wife Sarah (No. 101); 
m. Isaac Parris, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. 


Isaac Parris and wife Purse Peirce (No. 250) had : 


(881) <A daughter, died in infancy. 

(882) Sampson, m. Patience Peirce (No. 282) of Mid- 
dleboro’, now Lakeville, Nov., 1800. He was a house car- 
penter, and noted for eetaiieal skill. | 

(883) Isaac, m. Priscilla Peirce (No. 285) of Middleboro’, 
now Lakeville. She was b. Oct. 21, 1780. 

(884) Lydia, b. May, 1784; m. Capt. Sylvanus Parris, of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville. He was b. Aug. 12, 1783. 
He was commissioned Ensign of local militia in Middleboro’ 
(that part now Lakeville), May 5, 1807; promoted to Cap- 
tain March 20, 1811. This command was known as the 
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Beechwoods Company, and belonged to the 4th Reg’t, then Oe 
under Col. Abial Washburn, of Middleboro’. Fines 
(885) Sarah, b. ; mever married. ao 
(886) George, m. Betsey Allen. He was b. Feb. 1788. a. 
(887) Job, b. April 11, 1790; m. Susannah Tucker. 
(888) Benjamin, m. Lois Holloway, a daughter of 
Lieut. Isaac Holloway and wife Lois Peirce, of Mid- 
dleboro’, now Lakeville. Benjamin was a house carpenter, 
and a good workman. For many years a very steady man ; 
was finally overcome by the habitual use of strong drink, and 
died out-of-doors in cold weather, either in winter or early 
spring, while intoxicated. He was born June, 1792. 
(889) Enos, b. 1794; was deacon of the Second Baptist 
Church in Middleboro’, now Lakeville; m. Betsey Rich- 
mond. He is dead. 


AxsicatL Prtrce (No. 251), 

Daughter of George Peirce (No. 66) and wife Sarah 
Peirce (No. 101); m. John Hoar, of Middleboro’, now 
Lakeville, and they removed to Pelham, Mass. John Hoar 
seryed in the patriot forces in Rhode Island in the war of 
the Revolution, and was in the company commanded by 


Capt. Henry Peirce (No. 61). He was a son of Robert ~ 


Hoar and wife Rachel Hoskins, grandson of Samuel Hoar 
and wife Rebecca Peirce (No. 17). He received a provision 
in the last will of Major Peter Hoar, of Middleboro’, who 
was his half-brother. 


Joun Hoar and wife Asicar Petrce (No. 251) had: 
(890) Calvin,, | married Betsey 


(891) Abigail, * Hamilton. 
(892) Rachel, S Hamilton. 
(893) Judith, es 
(894) Harriet, << 
(895) Sarah, “6 


(896) Evelyn Leonard, » *“ 
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a =| (897) Philip, ‘married Harriet Peirce. (2) 


(898) Hermon, ef 

(899) Washington, “ 

(900) Edmund, re 

(901) William, e 
_ (902) Eddie, - 

For what is here. given concerning the family of John 
Hoar, the writer is indebted to Miss Abiah Peirce (No. 868). 


Oxiver Perrce, Esq. (No. 252), 


Son of Enos Peirce (No. 68) and wife Ruth Durfee, was 
b. April 13, 1786; m. Amy Peirce (No. 324). She d. Dec, 
31, 1825, and he m. second, Oct. 7, 1827, Polly Hathaway, 
of Taunton (No. 245). She d: April 26, 1832, and he m. 
third, Anna Peirce (No. 264). She d. Feb. 12, 1847. He 
d. August 17, 1860. Second marriage was solemnized by 


_ Ebenezer Peirce, Esq. (No. 191). 


Ouver Peirce, Esq. (No. 252) nd first wife Amy Peirce 
7 had : 


(903) Enos, b. Feb. 5, 1811; m. Tate 20, 1848, Peddie 
Haskins, of Middleboro’, now Lakeville, dau. of Lieut..Gid- 
eon Haskins, of M., and granddaughter of Lieut. William 
Haskins, of Taunton. Enos is a subscriber to this work. — 

(904) Job, b. Sept. 2, 1813; m. May 28, 1853, Eunice 
Ellis (No. 971), of Rochester, Mass. He has been a Select- .. 
man of Middleboro’, Overseer of Poor of Lakeville, Repre- 
sentative to the General Court, and is a Justice of the Peace 
for Plymouth County. A patron of this book. 

(905) Stephen, b. June 6, 1816; m. Hope Peirce, of 


~ Taunton (No. 948). He is a Justice of the eos for Bris-. 


tol County. A farmer. 
(906) Ruth, b. Nov. 3, 1817; m. Ezra Clark (No. 808), 
of Middleboro’, now Lakeville, son of Abner Clark, Esq. 


and wife Mary Peirce (No. 210). 
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(907) Oliver A., b. March 1, 1821; 
Pickens, of Lakeville, a daughter of Silas Pickens 5 Oe 
A, is a subscriber to this genealogical record. 4 pea 

(908) Amy,,b. Oct. 21, 1823; m. John A. Will Ha of 
Taunton. She died 1868. . is te ay 3 ia 

(909) George W., b. 1825; d. Feb. 3, 1832. pee ae 5 


By second wife Porry Haraway (No. 245) had: z ; if : 


(910) Lysander, b. Feb. 1829; d. July 18, 1856. "Hel a 
never married. He was an active and intelligent young man, 
No children b. of 3d wife, Anna Peirce. . a a 


Barusuesa Perrce (No. 253), ee : a 

Daughter of Enos Peirce (No. 68) and wife Ruth Daten Bo 
was b. Feb. 20, 1788, and m. Zebulon White, Jr., of Nor- — 
ton, June 22, 1809. Shed. Oct. 8, 1811, and he d. May — 


8, 1859. 


ZesuLon Wurre and wife Barusuesa Peirce (No. 253) had: 


(911) Zebulon P., b. July 26, 1810; m. May 9, 1840, ie 
Sarah C. Walker, of Swansey, Mass. He resides in Paw-- . 
tucket. Isa subscriber to this work, and deserves thanks _ 
for the interest taken in its publication, and the baci that — a 
he has furnished. 4 
(912) Bathsheba, b. Sept. 29,1811; d. Jan. 02,1 $35. La 

bi on | , eee 4 
a Isaac Perrce (No. 254), . “Ly 2 
Bon of Ensign David Peirce (No. 69) and wife Abignitid , 
Hathaway, was b. Jan. 13, 1765, and m. “Weston. — 
Isaac became a town pauper, and was supported as nae 
Fairhaven, Mass. ae 2 


: “) Gunes. 
Isaac Pemcer (No. 254) and wife WESTON nai ee 


(918) A son, whose name I have not been able to lent} ig 
or what became of him. He is said to have had ad sree 


A, than his father. | eae: te 
ae haere 
ae 
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$2 Detrverance Peirce (No. 255), 

ee wughter of Ensign David (No. 69) and wife Abigail 
- ‘Hatha away, was b. Feb. 12, 1767, and m. Aug. 15, 1785, 
ohn C. Stephens, called in Middleboro’ records a “ transient 
pe e. rson..” 

; Bs Joun C. STEPHENS and wife ee Peer (No. a 
he had: 

a Children, whose names I could not find means to obtain. 


a ia Desorau Perrce (No. 256), 
_ Daughter of Ensign David Peirce (No. 69) and wife Abi- 
gal Hathaway, was b. Jan. 30, 1769, and m. May 11, 1786, 
Nehemiah Sherman. He was a son of Jacob Sheva and 
owned a farm in Middleboro’, now Lakeville; spent his 
_ property and became a town charge. Jacob was born in 
. Dartmouth, Noy. 8, 1713.. 
| Newewsan SHERMAN and wife ieee AH PEIRCE (No. 256) 
a had.: 
; (914) David, m. Phebe Clark, of Middleboro’. He was 
- commissioned Captain of the militia (Pond Company, so 
¢ alled), in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, May 3, 1814.. A 
| oe brick mason. Was killed by accident. A daughter of Capt. 
_ David Sherman and wife Phebe has been supported as a. 
pauper by Middleboro’ and Lakeville for about twenty years. 
(915) Joshua, m. Babcock. 
'(916) James. Was a stone mason, a master-builder. _ . 
Stet?) Eleazer. b. April 15, 1795; m. June, 1821, Han ae 
nah Brightman, of Troy, now Fall River. He was an or- 
dained minister of the Christian Baptist denomination. A 
__ travelling preacher, and formerly quite noted as a revivalist. — 
His life, in two volumes, was published in 1830. 
E: (918) Deliverance, m. Isaac Paine, of Middleboro’ (No. 
267). 

(919) Sarah, d. at Wrentham, 1823. 
(920) Deborah. ud 
@? (921) Jacob. 
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_ Srmas Perce (No. 257), es 

Son of Ensign David Peirce (No. 69) and wife Abigail — 

Hathaway, was b. June 26, 1772, and m. June 16, 1796, 

Cynthia Tobey, of Berkley. She d. Nov. 25, 1865, aged 92 
years 1 mo. and 2 days. He, too, is dead. ; 


~Simas Perrce (No. 257) and wife CYNTHIA Tosey had: oe 


(922) Alvin T., b. Sept. 1797; m. Jan. 8, 1824, Rhoda — 
Williams, of Taunton. 

(923) Lucinda, b. June 8, 1799; m. 1821, Isaac Rid a 
mond, of Freetown. She d. April 28, 1858. He d. April 
20, 1866. He was a son of Samuel Richmond and wife 
Booth, grandson of Thomas Richmond and wife Mary 
Dodson, great-grandson of Anthony Dodson, of Freetown. 
Anthony Dodson was a son of Jonathan Dodson, of Free- 
town (now Fall River) and wife Abigail Gannett, and was 
called as a witness before the Court of Sessions for Bristol 
County, April 8, 1718, when he testified against George 
Winslow, for sabbath-breaking. Lieut. Thomas Terry and 
Amos Briggs also testified. Anthony Dodson, of Freetown, 
was supported as‘a pauper by that town in 1777, “78 and 
‘79. Jonathan, a son of Anthony Dodson, was by the town 
of Freetown supported as a pauper in 1803 and 1805.* 


~~ 
ak ee ee ee 


* This Jonathan Dodson, who was probably the third of that name that had lived 
in Freetown, is said to have been the victim of unrequited affection, that caused him 
to repair to a lonely spot, where beside a‘large rock he built a hut and for many 
years lived a hermit. Mr. Edmund H. Peirce, of Freetown, a few years since, thus 
discoursed of those circumstances and facts : 


** Here, friend, is the place where a hermit once dwelt, 
And ended his comfortless life ; 
By none but himself were his sorrows e’er felt, 
For the hermit had never a wife. ‘ 


‘* In the days of his youth, he experienced love’s flame, 
For oh, with most merciless art, 
Sly Cupid in ambush, with cruelest aim, ys 
Transfixed his susceptible heart. 


‘* But the maiden he loved, of his love made a moek, 
Scorned the offer to make her his bride ; 
So he built him a cabin beside this lone rock, 
Where a hermit he lived and he died.”’ 
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Exeazer Perce’ (No. 258), 


Son of Ensign David Peirce (No. 69) and wife Abigail 
Hathaway, was b. Nov. 12, 1774; m. Oct. 12, ‘1795, Mary 
Spooner (No. 224), of Middleboro’. 


 Exeazer Perce (No. 258) and wife Mary Spooner (Wo. 224) 
had : 


. (924) Louisa, b. July 6, 1796; m. Oct. 30, 1819, John 
Shaw. 
(925) Eleazer, b. Feb. 28, 1798; m. 
(926) Luther, m. 
(927) Isaac, “© Maria 
(928) George, “ Mahala 
iteag) Perry, “ | 
(930) Betsey, <‘“ Benjamin Taylor. 
(931) Mary, <“ 
maiooe). Delia, — “ | 
(983) Sophia, “ <A. Marder. 
The thanks of the writer are due to Hon. Thos. Spooner 
for what is here given of the family of Eleazer Peirce. 


AsicaiL Pzrrce (No. 260), 


- Daughter of Ensign Dayid Peirce (No. 69) and aie Abi- 
til Hathaway, was b. May 3, 1779; m. Luther Ashley, of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville. She d, Jan. 27, 1846. 


Of another Jonathan Dodson (probably brother of Anthony and an uncle of the 
Kermit) the first book of Freetown Records, under date of April 5, 1742, says : — 
_ Voted to Joseph Read old tenor fourteen shillings and six pence for a rate of 
Jonathan Dodson not paying his hed-rate before he absconded. 

JosepH Reap, Town Clerk.”’ 

A son of Thomas Richmond and wife Mary Dodson was named Jonathan, to bear 
up the name of her grandfather, uncle and brother ; and concerning this Jonathan 
Richmond, from the public records of Freetown I extract as follows : 

“« Freetown, Aug. 24th, 1818. The inhabitants of said Town having convened 
at one o%lock in the afternoon, Jonathan Richmond was disposed of to Benjamin 
Babbett for five dollars, who is to receive his services for the term of one year from 
and after the date hereof, and account for the same. 

Wim Pratt, Town Clerk.”’ 
33% 
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Lutuer Asuiry and wife Asrcart Petrce (No. 260) had : 


(934) Chloe, b. March 21, 1806; m. Sumner Hinds, of 
Lakeville. 
(935) David P., b. Dec. 28, 1807; m. first, Judith 


Edminster ; second, Lorane Edminster; third, Mrs. Alsada — .. 


Douglass (No. 959). He is a subscriber to this work. 


(936) Elbridge G., b. March 4, 1810; m. HenriettaM. 


Booth, of Lakeville (No. 800). * 
(937) William, b. Feb. 1, 1812; m. no one; d. young.. 
(938) Luther, b. March 8, 1814; m. Theodora Caswell. 
(939) Calvin, b. Sept. 28, 1816; m. Rebecca Davis. 
(940) Abigail, b. Feb. 23, 1819; d. young. 

(941) Joseph, b. Oct. 1821; lived single. 


Horr Petrce (No. 261), 


Dau. of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hathaway, 
was b. Feb. 2, 1772, and m. Simeon Pearce, of Taunton. 
He was of the Rhode Island family. She d. May 6, 1857. 
He d. Noy. 17, 1859. (See grave-stones. ) 


Smmeon Pearce and wife Horr Prrrce (No. 261) had: 


(942) Simeon. 

(943) Galen, m. twice. First, Asenath Leonard; and 
second, Mary Mason, of East Freetown. 

(944) Daniel. 

(945) Betsey. 

(946) Abraham, m. twice. First, Lucy Ashley; second, 
Aug. 4, 1847, Margaret Peirce (No. 291), of Lakeville. 

(947) Amy, m. William Seekell, of Taunton. | 
(948) Hope, m. RIED ABR Peirce, Esq. of Taunton (No. 
905). 


Davip Perrce (No. 262), 


Son of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hathaway, 
was b. Oct. 12, 1773. Lived single. Hed. April 7, 1809. 


i 


: 
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Lucy Prmce (No. 263), 


Daughter of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hatha- 
way, was b. March 31, 1776; m. Levi Peirce (No. 249). 


For the names of their children, see page 382 of this book. 


Anna Peirce (No. 264), 


_ Daughter of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hatha- 
way, was b. April 28, 1778; m. Oliver Peirce, Esq. (No. 
252). Shed. Feb. 12, 1847. He d. Aug. 17, 1860. No 
children by this marriage. 


Gzorce Prrrce (No. 265), 


Son of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hathaway, 
was b. Aug. 24, 1780; m. Eunice Tinkham, of Rochester, 
Mass. She d. June 22, 1827. 


Grorce Prrrce (No. 265) and wife Eunice Tinxuam had: 
(949) Charles T., b. Sept. 16, 1813; m. Mary Sampson, 
(950) George L., b. Sept. 22, 1818. 

(951) Eunice J.,b. June 15, 1826 ; m. Leonard Randall, 


_of Rochester, Mass. 


Mary Peirce (No. 266), 


Daughter of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hatha- 
way, was b. June 11, 1783; m. Sylvester Rounsevill, of E. 
Freetown. Shed. Dec. 23, 1861. They removed to New 
York. 7 ; 


SYLYEsTER Rounseviii and wife Mary Petrce (No. 266) 
had : 


(952) Peirce, m. Eunice 
(955) Samuel, m. Nancy Kettell. 
(954) Sally, m. Seth Morse. 
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- Isaac Petrct (No. 267), © me 
Son of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hathaway 
was b. Feb. 10, 1786, and served a brief period in the mili- — 
tia Coast Guard, stationed at Plymouth, in the last war with - 
England. He m. Deliverance Sherman. Hed. 1868. 


Isaac Peirce (No. 267) and Detiversnce SHerman (No.918) 


a 


had: 
(955) David §., b. March 11, 1811; m. Priscilla Morse. 
(956) Peter H., b. June 30, 1813. Lost at sea. — ‘ 33 


(957) Silas, b. June 29, 1816. Lost at sea. 

(958) John T., b. June 14, 1818; m. Hannah Taylor, 
of Gardner, Me. 

(959) Alsada, b. Dec. 27, 1820; m. first, George Doug- 
las ; m. second, David P. Ashley, of Lakeville (No. 935). 
(960) Deborah, b. July 17, 1823; m. Thomas E. Bright- 

_man, of Fall River, Mass. } 

(961) Isaac O., b. March 21, 1826; m. Julia M. Brown, 
of Mattapoisett, Mass. He was a private soldier in Co. G, 
of 7th Reg’t Mass. Infantry, from April, 1861, to March 29, 
1862. The thanks of the writer are due him for information. 

(962) Sarah S., b. 182-; m. Ansel Hatch, of Falmouth, - 
Mass. 

(963) Peter H., b. 183- ; resides in San Francisco. 


Jupira Perce (No. 268), 


Daughter of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hatha- 
way, was b. April 20, 1788; m. William Ellis, of Roches- * 
ter, Mass. Shed. May, 1861. Hed. Feb. 8, 1859. 

Wiu1aM Exxis and wife Juprra Perce (No. 268) had: 

(964) Julia H., b. Nov. 27; 1808; m. Jan. 4, 1829, 
Henry Aiken, of Fairhaven. 

(965) Ann M., b. Noy. 4, 1810; m. Oct. 14, 1861, 


Sylvanus Gifford, of Mattapoisett. ~ / 
(966) Thomas, b. Aug. 4, 1812; m. March 10, 1836, 
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: ' 

Amy D. Taber, of Fairhaven. He was a Representative to 
the General Court in 1855 and 1869. In a company of 
local militia of Rochester, Mass., he was commissioned 2d 
Lieut. in 1851, and Ist Lieutenant July 2, 1853. Justice of 
_ the Peace for Plymouth County. Their son was a Union 
soldier in the late war. 

(967) William R., b. June 11, 1815; m. twice. First, 
Rhoda A. Collins, of Fairhaven, Mass.; second, Calisto M. 
Wood, of Fairhaven. 

» (968) Mary P., b. Oct. 26, 1816; m. March 22, 1842, 
Theodore Ames. 

(969) John, b. Feb. 16, 1820; m. June 23, 1850, Sarah 
Taber, of Fairhaven. 

(970) Jarvis, b. Sept. 2,1822; m. June 24, 1860, Mary 
K. Clark, a daughter of Col. John H. Clark, of Rochester. 

(971) Eunice, b. April 11, 1826; m. May 28, 1853, 
_ Job Peirce, Esq., of Lakeville (No. 904). 

(972) Judith P., b. Dec. 30, 1828; m. Noy. 24, 1860, 


 §. K. Bolles. 


DELIVERANCE Perrce (No. 269), 
_ Daughter of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hatha- 
way, was b. March 4, 1790, and never married. 


Metatian H. Perrce (No. 270), 


Son of Silas Peirce (No. 70) and wife Anna Hathaway, 
was b. Oct. 7, 1792; m. Sally White, of Fairhaven. . He 
is said to have committed suicide. 


- Merarian H. Perce (No. 270) and wife Sarty Wurre had: 


(973) Benjamin, m. Mary A. Vail. 
(974) Philip. 
(975) Judith. 
(976) Laura. 
(977) Samuel. 
(978) John M. 


! The writer owes his knowledge 
of the names of these children to 
Mrs. Eunice, the wife of Job Peirce, 

| Esq., of Lakeville. 
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Exisua Prrrce (No. 275), : 
Son of Blisha Peirce (No. 72) and wife Susannah 


Date of birth and other particulars unknown. Left this oan 


of the country, and probably died many years since. 


Sruzon Perrce (No. 276), 


Son of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla Reed, 
was b. Oct. 7, 1761, and m. Jan. 20, 1785, Lorana Parris, 
of Middleboro’. 


SmEon Perrce (No. 276) and wife Lorana Parris had: 


(979) Holden R., b. 1786; d. Feb. 1790. 
(980) Leonard, m. Lucy Boothe. 


(981) John. 
(982) Sally. 
(983) Jane. ; 


SaBrey Perrce (No. 277), | 


Daughter of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla 
Reed, was b. July 11, 1763, and m. Dea. Moses Parris, of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville. She d. November, 1823. 


Dea. Moses Parris and wife Sasrey Perrce (No. 277) had: 


(984) Sylvanus, b. Aug. 12, 1783. Commissioned En- : 


sign of local militia of Middleboro’, now Lakeville, May 5, 
1807. Promoted to Captain, March 20,1811. Mar. Lydia 
Parris (No. 884), of M., now Lakeville. 


(985) Elkanah, b. June 30, 1789; m. in 1817, Lorana 
Hathaway, of Freetown. He d. and she m. Seth Chase, of | 


M., now of Freetown. ‘The first marriage solemnized by 
Ebenezer Peirce, Esq. (No. 191). | 
(986) Elias, b. September, 1792. Commissioned En- 


sign of the local militia of Middleboro’, now Lakeville, May — 


7, 1816 (Beechwoods Co., so called), This company was 
then in the regiment of Col. Abial Washburn, of M. Mar- 
ried Experience Coombs. 


Aba ht Si RNG i ae i eR i al ea (Je lala 
ij i, ch ee y rat ee Ney é Ee Py ¥ ' , . ah A Tie As a i. , 
f aa? ee cay as ‘ , ‘ 5 : 
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-Cuantorrs Petrce (No. ay 


te oe ABNER jens (No. 279), 


i) son of Piiahcim Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla Reed, 
Os b. Jan. 23, 1769, and m. Lorana Spooner (No. ee of | 
Mi ddleboro’, now Lakeville. 


| Aven Perce (No. 2 79) and wife Lorana SPooNER 
< (No. 218) had: 
sr /kner. . 
(988) Mary, m. Ira Paul. 
(989) Priscilla, m. Ebenezer Sprague. 
= (990) Frederick, m. Maria Stebbins. . 
- Hd (991) Hope, m. John Benton. 
— (992) Anna, m. Cate 
ae — (993) Hiram. ; 
Abner, the parent, was by trade a blacksmith. Lorana, 
4 the mother, died in January, 1812, being in her 47th year. 
hg indebted to Thomas Spooner, Esq., "Oe Reading, Ohio, 
te for information concerning this family. 


ieut. is Hortoway and wife Lots etaee (No. 280) had: 


Fs ay Bis Experience, b, Feb. 27, 1794; m. Nathaniel Has- 
_ kins, of Berkley. — | ore 
Pe, (995) Lois, b. May 18, 1795; m. Benjamin Parris, a» 
x 888), of Middleboro’. He was a house carpenter. 
(996) Sabrey, b. May 16, 1799; m. ren Chase, of 
Middleboro’ } 
(997) Isaac G., b. July 17, 1801; m, | Eliza Barden of 
sa 

~ (998) Almeda, b. Sept. 19, 1806; m. Seth Connie 
es Leis, the mother, d. March 3, 1842, and substantial wens 
. of white marble, bearing inscrigai as, mark her grave. 


x 
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‘Reed, was b. Aug. 10, 1772, and m. Oct. 9, 1788, 


-Davip Pickens and wife ExpERrENcE Perrce (No. 281) had: i 


aor ~ 
Cn 


i \ Oarb 7s 
LP oOo ae ae : 
¥ +e eo me F 
es 
on ae 


5 ey bias ta 5 4 , 
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Expenrence PEIRCE (No. sae 
Daughter of Abraham Peirce (No. 7 3) and wife | Pricoiil 


et ie 


Pickens, of Middleboro’. . ‘ 


(999) Lois, d. young. 


PATIENCE panes (No. 282), 


Daughter of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla a 
Reed, was b. July 26, 1774, and m. Sampson Parris (No. S 
Peo of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. ioe oe 


es Parris (No. 882) and wife Parrence Petro Os: - : 
282) had : 


(1000) Phebe, m. De Moranvyille. 

(1001) Elisha, m. no one. 

(1002) Patience, m. Dyer Paul, of Berle, Aug. 22; 
1827. ° : | -. 
(1003) Louis, m. no one. | a 
(1004) Stephen, m. no one. | ie 
(1005) Abigail, m. Elbridge G. Paul, of Taunton. — 
(1006) lLorane, m. no one. Died young. | 


. Exisua Prtrce (No..288), ae 

Son of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla ax me 
was b. June 28, 1776; m. Susan Caswell, and removed i eS 2 ae 
Genesee, N. Y. (Middleboro’ records and tradition.) ae 


Exisna Perce (No. 283) and wife Susan Casweut had: a 


(1007) 
(1008). - — 


Christian names not obtained willl 
wane at 


ApRAHAM Petrce (No. 284), 


Son of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla Rea aa 
was b. July 8, 1778, and m. Mary Hafford, of Middlebaaiy 
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a Apranam Peirce (No. 284) and wife Mary Harrorp had: 


(1009) Abraham, 
(1010) Elisha, 
(1011) Mary Ann, d. young. 

(1012) David R., b. Dec. 9, 1806; m. Sarah Wilbur, of 
Newport, R. I., March 22,1827. He subscribed for ten 
copies of this family history, and thanks are due him for 
information. Engaged to take twice the number of copies 
subscribed for by any other person. 

(1013) Alice H., b. April 8, 1808; m. Reece ehase of 
New Bedford, June 1, 1828. 

(1014) Mary an! b. July 10, 1810; m. Andrew Mc- 
Cumber, of Tiverton, R. I., June 10, 1832. 

(1015) Elisha, d. young. 

(1016) Abraham, b. July 20,1813; m. Orphie Allen, 
of New Bedford, Sept. 20, 1840. He d. Aug. 12, 1849, 
and she has since m. Abraham Richmond, of Freetown (No. 
1039). 

(1017) Irene; b. 1814; d. 1822. 

(1018) Ebenezer H., d. young. 

— (1019) Sylvia H., b. Sept. 10,1817; m. Lewis Bartlett, 

of Plymouth, Sept. 1, 1839. He d. April 15, 1850. 
(1020) Priscilla H., b. 1819; d. 1822. 

Mary, the mother, was b. Feb. 19, 1797, and d. April 18, 
1848. She was a daughter of Ebenezer Hafford and wife 
Priscilla Booth, granddaughter of Samuel Hafford and 
wife Hannah Reynolds, and great-granddaughter of John 

Heyford and wife Lydia Peirce (No. 14). 


twins, d. young. 


Priscitua Petrce (No. 285), 


Daughter of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla 
Reed, was b. Oct. 21, 1780, and m. Isaac Parris (No. 883). 


Tsaac Parris, Jr. (No. 883) and wife Priscinia Pemce (No. 
285) had: 
(1021) Isaac, m. first, Richmond, of Freetown ; 
34, . 
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second, Mrs. Olivia Lawton, of Taunton, formerly wife of 
Lorenzo Lawton. Her maiden name was Shaw. 

— (1022) Sarah, m. Warren Ellis, of Middleboro’, now 
Lakeville. 


Anson Peirce (No. 286), , 

Son of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and 2d wife Mary Russell, 

was b. Jan. 14, 1786, and m. June, 1806, Sally Hathaway, 
of ‘Taunton. 


Anson Peirce (No. 286) and wife Satry Harnaway had : 


(1023) Deborah, b. Feb. 10, 1807; d. June 1, 1831. 

(1024) Abraham, b. Aug. 26, 1808 ; m. Lucy Douglass, 
of Middleboro’, Dec. 3, 1835. He was commissioned Oct. 
7, 1881, Lieutenant of a company of the local militia of 
Middleboro’, now Lakeville, and in the regiment of Col. Tho- 
mas Weston, Jr., of Middleboro’, Oliver Eaton, Lt.-Col., and 
Abial Peirce Robinson (No. 702), Major. 

(1025) Anna, b. June 1, 1811; m. Baker Douglas, of 
Middleboro’. | 

(1026) Sarah, b. Aug. 1, 1818; d. Oct. 1841. 

(1027) Mary, b. Sept. 1821; d. Feb. 27, 1838. 

(1028) Anson, b. Nov. 17, 1823 ; lived single. 


James Ciark and wife Resecca Prrrce (No. 287) had: 

(1029) Abraham, b. 1826; d. Dec. 19, 1847. 

(1030) James, b. Jan. 15, 1828; d. on his 22d birthday, 
Jan. 15, 1849. (See grave-stone at Assonet Village.) 


Hannau Pemrce (No. 288), 


Daughter of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and second wife 
Mary Russell, was b. Nov. 28, 1790, and married Simeon 
Haskins. 


Smmeon Haskins and wife Hannan Petrce.(No. 288) had: 


(1031) Russell, b. Nov. 27, 1817; m. 1st, Mercy Hath- 
away, of Middleboro’; 2d, Mrs. Harriet Haskins, of Taunton. 
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Ephraim H. Haskins, a son (of Russell Haskins and first 
wife Mercy Hathaway), was commissioned, Aug. 8, 1864, a 
first Lieutenant in 58th Reg’t, and killed in battle, Sept. 30, 
1864. 

(1032) Deborah, b. Jan. 15, 1820; m. James Eliot, of 
Taunton. 

(1033) Hannah, b. May 25, 1821; m. Daniel Haskins, 
of Berkley. They reside at Assonet Village. | 

(1034) Simeon, b. Oct. 14, 1824; d. Jan. 15, 1851. 

(1035) Bashie, b. May 16, 1827; m. Charles H. Briggs, 
of Freetown. ‘They reside at Assonet Village. He is a 
subscriber to this work. 

(1036) Julia A., b. June 17, 1832; m. Hiram Prout, of 
Fall River. He is dead. 

(1037) Isaac, b. Feb. 7, 1834; m. Ist, Laura Hathaway, 
of Freetown; m. 2d, Amelia F. Hammond, of Rochester, 
Mass. First wife was a daughter of No. 754. 


SamueL Ricumonp and wife Mawara Perrce (No. 289) had: 

(1038) Mary Ann, b. April 30, 1818; m. Geo. Haskins, 
of Freetown, Sept. 1850. 

(1039) Abraham, b. Aug. 15, 1820; m. Mrs. Orphie 
Peirce, formerly Allen. He subscribod for a copy of this 
genealogy. 

(1040) Mahala M., b. Oct. 14,1824; m. Joseph R. Dun- 
ham, of New Bedford, now of Freetown. 

(1041) Samuel W., b. Nov. 15, 1827; d. Feb. 28, 1851. 


Tuomas 8. Haraway and wife Mary Perrce (No. 290) had: 


(1042) Thomas, b. July 6, 1820; m. Eony Brightman, 
of Fall River. 

(1043) Eliza, b. March 16, 1823; m. Daniel Butler, of 
New Bedford. 

(1044) Martin P., b. Feb. 13, 1826; m. Henrietta 

(1045) Bathsheba S., b. Sept. 14, 1827; m. James Mil- 
ler, of Bristol, R. I., April 29, 1850. 
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(1046) Deborah P., b. March 21, 1831; d. young. — 

(1047) Mary A., b. Feb. 13, 1839; m. David A. Bab- 
bett, of New York, April 17, 1859, and soon after separat- 
ed from her husband. She lives in Falmouth, Mass. _ It 
is worthy of remark, that in tracing the history of the Peirce 
family to the 1047th person, truth has compelled us to re- 
cord but.one divorce; and this is the third case, thus far, 
brought to our notice of a separation without divorce. 


7 Exixanau Perce (No. 806), 
Son of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91), and wife Abigail 
Smith, was b. Oct. 23, 1774, and m. Betsey Howland. 


Capt. Erxanau Petrce (No. 306) and wife Berssey How.anp 
had : 
(1048) Dorothy. 
(1049) Mercy. 
(1050) Betsey, b. July 6, 1801; d. Aug. 24, 1802. | 
Elkanah, the parent, removed with his family to Che- 
nango Co., New York, and from thence to Illinois, where 
he died. 


Hannau Perrce (No. 307) 

Daughter of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91) and wife Abi- 
gail Smith, was b. March 8, 1776; m. April 14, 1799, 
William Rounsevill. 

Wituiam Rovunsrvitn and wife Hannan Perrce (No. 307) 
had: 

(1051) Rowena. 


FREEMAN Perrce (No. 308), 
Son of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91) and wife Abigail 
Smith, was b. Dec. 4, 1777, and m. Jan. 5, 1800, Tryphena 
Peirce (No. 865), of M. 


ye 


THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 401 


=o Rokivn FreeMAN Peirce (No. 308) and wife TrypHEena 
2; 


Prrrce (No. 865) had: 
(1052) Julia. | 
(1053) Harriet, b. Sept. 4, 1805; d. April 14, 1806. 
Yreeman, the parent, removed with his family to Chenan- 


go Co., New York. 


P James Peirce (No, 309), 
Son of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91) ‘and wife Abigail, was 
b. Noy. 10, 1779, and m. Mercy Howland. 


JAMES PEIRCE (No. 809) and wife Mercy How1anp had : 
(1054) James. 
(1055) Sheffield, m. 


Howland. 


Bersry Perrce (No..310), 
Daughter of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91) and wife Abi- 


gail Smith, was b. June 23, 1782, and m. Noble Howland. ° 


Nostze Howxanp and wife Brrsry Prrrce (No. 310) had: 
(1056). Pardon. 
(1057) Benjamin. 
(1058) | 

— (1059) 

(1060) | The writer feels himself excusable for 
(1061) $ failing to give the names of seven of these 
(1062) children, in view of his efforts to obtain 


(1063) | them. 
(1064) J 


Potty Perce (No. 311), 
Daughter of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91) and wife Abi- 
gail Smith, was b. Nov. 14, 1784; m. Abiatha Rounsevill. 


AsiatHa RounsEvitt and wife Potty Permcr (No. 311) had: 


Undoubtedly a family of children, but I can find no one 


to give me the names. , 
34% 
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NaruanreL Tosrey and wife Eunice Perrce (No. 312) had: 
(1065) Nathaniel, m. Esther M. Hart. 
(1066) Charles, m. 

(1067) Abigail, m. 
(1068) Kvyeline, m. Hart. 


Martin Perrce (No. 313) and wife probably had a family 
of children, but I have sought in vain for information on 
that point. | . 


Srernen S. Psmce (No. 314), 


A son of Capt. James Peirce (No. 91) and wife Abigail — 


Smith, was b. June 4, 1795; m. Catharine Olney, of Provi- 
dence, R. I. 


STEPHEN S. Perrce (No. 314) and wife CarHarinE OLNEY 
had: 
(1069) William, dead. 
(1070) Oman, cs 
(1071) Melissa,‘ 
(1072) Orena, 4. 
(1073) Jane, : 


(1074) Charles, resides in St. Charles, Kane Co., Illi- 


nois, grave-stone maker. 

(1075) Catharine, m. 

(1076) Stephen, resides in St. Charles, Kane Co., Illi- 
nois, grave-stone maker. 

Since page 158 of this book was printed, the writer has 
learned that Nathaniel S. Spooner (No. 322) had three 
wives, viz. : Sophia Howard, of Bridgewater, Lois Tompkins 
and Hannah Crocker. 


Eruan Perce (No. 323), | 
Son of Job Peirce (No. 93) and wife Betty Pain,* was b. 
* We give the Christian name of this woman as Betty, because her parents caused 


it to be so recorded on the public record or town book of Freetown, and we did not 
feel authorized to go contrary to such an authority. See book second, p. 347 :— 


- 
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“Dec. 29, 1785, and m. Dec. 4, 1817, Fanny Hoar, of Mid- 
_ dleboro’. He d. Oct. 9, 1864. He was Captain of militia. 


Capt. Erman Perrce (No. 323) and wife Fanny Hoar had: 


(1077) Elizabeth, b. Nov. 6, 1818; d. June 11, 1840. 
~ (1078) Elkanah, b. June 19, 1822; m. March, 1851, 
Hannah C. Hart, of Taunton. 

(1079) Ethan E., b. June 24, 1824; m. Dec. 31, 1857, 
Rhoda M. Peirce, of Taunton. He is a farmer, and resides 
in Lakeville, and a subscriber to this work. 

(1080) Job, b. Jan. 14, 1833; d. Jan. 26, 1833. 

(1081) A son, b. Sept. 14, 1837; d. same day. 


Enos Petrce (No. 325), 


Son of Job Peirce (No. 93) and wife Betty, was b. Feb. 
11, 1789; m. May, 1817, Lucy Hoar. Hed. April 8, 1868. 


Enos Peirce (No. 325) and wife Lucy Hoar had: 


(1082) William, m. Ist, Adelaide Burt, of Berkley. She 
d. and he m. 2d, Fanny Williams, of Lakeville. 
(1083) James, m. Mary Strobridge, of Middleboro’, now 
_ Lakeville. He is a subscriber for this work. 
(1084) Edmund, b. July 3, 1823-; d. Dec. 3, 1845. 
(1085) Enos, b. March 18, 1834; d. Dec. 14, 1836. 


** Betty ye first Daughter to Job Pain and Hannah his wife, was born December 
ye llth, 1759. 

** Lydia ye second Daughter of sd Parents, born July 24th, 1761. 

** Thomas first son to sd Parents, born May 16th, 1763.”’ 

The first book of Freetown Records, page 217, gives: ‘‘ Job Pain Entered his in- 
tentions of marriage to Hannah Terry, Both of freetown, Aug. ye 15, 1759.” 

And on page 227 of Second Book of Freetown Records we find, under the head of 
** Marriages Consumated — by Ebenezer Hathway, Justice of ye Peace: Septem- 
ber ye 13, 1759, Job Pain and Hannah Terry, Both of Freetown.’’ 

From all this we learn that Job Pain and wife Hannah Terry expressed an open 
intention of marriage almost four months before their first child ‘‘ Betty ’’ was born, 
and were actually married nearly three months before that important event ; and 
from the fact that the town books of Middleboro’, and Freetown public and private 
records have been searched in vain to find either the marriage or intention of mar- 
riage of this same Betty Pain to Job Peirce, we are led to think that they did 
not care to add another written evidence of shame to a record already sufficiently 
Pain-ful. 
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Jos Perrce (326) and wife Porry Atuen had: 


(1085) Betsey, b. July 27, 1818; m. Aug. 15, 1839, 
John D. Wilson, of Freetown. He has been a Selectman 
of Freetown seven years, Treasurer one year, and Representa- 
tive once, and is a subscriber to this family genealogy. 
Job, the parent, was one of the Selectmen of Freetown in 
1836. He died at Assonet Village, in Freetown, June 
2d, 1868. Since printing pages 84 and 161 of this 
book, the writer has learned from tradition that ‘Thomas 
Peirce (No. 30) had several daughters, whose names, to- 


gether with those of their children, may be seen in a note” 
below.* 


FREEMAN Perrce (No. 338), 


Son of Arodie Peirce (No. 98) and wife Jemima Caswell, 
was b. Oct. 2, 1782, and d. at the South in 1825. 


* Tuomas Perrce (No. 30) and wife Resecca Jones had the following daughters, 
whose names did not appear among those of his other children on the town records 
of Middleboro’, and their traditional existence was not reported to the writer of this 
family history until too late to insert them in the proper place. 


Lovisa, m. Sylvanus Warren. 

Salome, m. Ezra Bisbee. ne 
Rebecca, m. Samuel Allen. 

Asanath, m. Capt. John Gammons, of Taunton. 


Syzvanvs Warren and wife Loyisa Perron had : 
Polly, m. Peleg Hackett. 
Son, died young. : 
Daughter, of whom I learn no more. 


Ezra Bisper and wife SaAtome Perrce had: 
Polly, m. Francis Wood. 


Isaac, m. Mrs. Hannah Bisbee, whose maiden name was Wilson. 
Thomas, m. Hannah Wilson. He d. and she m. Isaac Bisbee. 


SaMUEL ALLEN and wife Repecca Peirce had: 
Gideon, 
Samuel. 
Lucretia, m. Prince Holloway. 
Rebecca, m. Stephen Holloway. 
A daughter, m. John Holloway. 
Sally, m. —— Gifford. 


| (1087) Edwin Amanda, b. Oct. 11, 1807. 
: (1088) Alba F., b. April 18, 1809; m. Mrs. Alice 
Scarlet. | 
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y - Freeman Peirce (No. 338) and wife Hannan Case had: 


(1089) Hannah, b. Sept. 24, 1811. 
(1090) Lurilla E., b. June 6, 1814; m. Loren Lincoln, 
of ‘Taunton. 
(1091) Boadicea C., b. July 13, 1816. 
(1092) Lorenzo, b. Nov. 9, 1817. 
(1093) Levi L., b. March 6, 1820; m. —— Thomas. 
(1094) Lucy, m. Isaac Alger. 


Hurpau Perce (No. 339), 
Daughter of Arodie Peirce (No. 98) and wife Jemima 


_ Caswell, was b. Sept. 17, 1784, and m. Standish Rider. 


STANDISH Riper and wife Hutpau Perce (No. 339) had: 


(1095) Huldah, m. Adonijah Westgate, of Rochester. 
(1096) Standish, m. Jane Thomas, Middleboro’. 
(1097) Jemima, m. Edward Bec c cr ara, of Taunton. 


Roxranp Perrce (No. 340), 


Son of Arodie Peirce (No. 98) and wife Jemima Caswell, 
was b. Nov. 26, 1787; m. Sophia Rider. He d. Oct. 29, 
1844. 


RoianD Perrce (No. 340) and Soruta River had no children. 


Capt. Exisna Prrrcz (No. 341) and wife Mercy Riper had: 


(1098) Mercy, b. April 19, 1818; m. no one. 
(1099) Sophia, b. April 7, 1821; m. Pisdale Francis, 


: of Taunton. 


(1100) Rosella. 
(1101) Andrew J. 
Elisha, the parent, was by trade a wheelwright, carrying 


on that business at the Four Corners Village in Middleboro’. 
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He was a son of Arodie Peirce (No. 98) and wife Jemima — 


Caswell, and b. July 6, 1792; d. Sept. 9, 1861. 


Capt. Ext Perrce (No. 342) and wife Froet1a Riper had: 


(1102) Asanath, m. Michael Bennett, of Rochester, Ms. 
(1103) Eli W., m. Anna Slocum, of New Bedford. 
(1104) Nathaniel R. 

(1105) Samuel B. 

(1106) Thomas W., m. Mrs. Mary Thomas. 

(1107) Fidelia A. 

(1108) Erastus. 

(1109) William B. 

(1110) Austin H. 

Eli, the parent, was commissioned May 18, 1824, Lieu- 
tenant of a company in the local militia of Middleboro’. 
Promoted to Captain, May 11, 1827. He was ason of Aro- 
die Peirce and wife Jemima Caswell, and b: Jan. 12, 1796. 


Zapoc Prrmrce (No. 343), 

Son of Jonathan Peirce (No. 984) and wife Patience, was 
b. Sept. 18, 1777, and m. Sally Powers. 

Zavoc Petrce (No. 343) and wife Satty Powrrs had: 

(1111) Loisa, b. Dec. 2, 1801. (Town records of Shutes- 
bury.) 

(1112) Betsey, b. June 2, 1811. (Town records of 
Shutesbury.) 


Ruopa Prrrce (No. 344), 


Daughter of Jonathan Peirce (No. 983): and wife Feta 
was b. Sept. 24, 1779; m. Ewens. * 


Ewens and wife Ruopa Perce (No. 344) had: 


(1113) Esther. 
(1114) Lovica. 
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Jacos Petce (No. 345), 

Son of Jonathan Peirce (No. 984) and wife Patience, was 
bd. Oct. 9, 1781; m. Betsey Lamb. He was commissioned, 
“May 28, 1816, Ensign of militia in Shutesbury, Mass. ; pro- 
moted to Lieutenant, Feb. 5, 1818. 


Lieut. Jacos Prrrce (No. 345) and wife Bersry Lamp had: 


(1115) Hiram, b. Oct. 23, 1807. 
| (1116) Lucius, b. May 14, 1809; m. Nov. 23, 1836, 
Melinda Barnes, of Amherst. 
© (1117) William, b. June 2, 1812. 
(1118) Frank, m. Lucretia Sanderson, of Leverett. 
_ (1119) Chester, m. Julia Payne, of Montague. 
(1120) Spaulding. 


Tuomas Petrce (No. 346), 


Son of J onathan Peirce (No. 985) and wife Patience, was 
b. May 9, 1784 (Shutesbury town records); m. Jemima 
Paul. 


Tuomas Perrce (No. 346) and wife Jemma Pav had: 
(1121) Louisa, b. Dec. 18, 1807. 
(1122) Huldah, b. April 30, 1809; m. Edward Howard 
_ of Amherst. She died Aug. 1852. 
(1123) Luther P., b. Sept. 2, 1810; m. Lavina Griswold. 
(1124) Jonathan, b. Noy. 4, 1812; m. Joanna Kellogg, 
of Amherst. 
(1125) Chloe P., b. Sept. 5, 1813; m. Pickering Cutler. 
(1126) Mary, b. May 7, 1815; m. A. B. Allen, of Con- 
way. 
(1127) Elbridge, b. March 11, 1817; m. Sarah Davis, 
_ of Shirley. He d. in 1865, she in 1851. 
: (1128) Henry, m, Abigail Parks. He d. in 1853. 
— (1129) Sanford. 
(1180). Daniel. 
: 
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JoNATHAN Peirce (No. 348), 


Son of Eliphalet (No. 99) and wife Tabitha Bryant; was 
b. April 15, 1785, and m. Lydia Bartlett. Hed. 1855. He 
was commissioned Ensign in one of the companies of local — 
militia, of Middleboro, May 2, 1809 ; honorably discharged, © 
April, 1816. In his resignation he complained of having 
been superseded by the election of a Captain from the ranks. 


Ensign JONATHAN Peirce (No. 348) and wife Lypra 
Bartiett had: 


(1131) Jonathan, m. Sally Crapo. 
(1132) Betsey, m. Cowen. 
(11383) Deborah, m.-John ‘Thing. 
(1134) Lucius, m. Hannah Washburn. 
(1135) Bethuel, m. no one. He was drowned at the 
age of 18 years. 


Puese Perrce (No. 349), 


Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha 
Bryant, was b. Oct. 26, 1787. She lived single, and died 
Sept. 1867. 


Resecca Perrce (No. 350), 


Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha 
Bryant, was b. Oct. 9, 1789, and m. Lewis Dean, of ‘Taunton. 


Lewis Dean and wife Resecca Perrce had: 
(1136) Lewis, d. young. 
(1137) Bethuel. 
(1138) Rebecca. 
(1139) <A daughter, d. young. 


Evieuater Perrce (No. 351), 


Son of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha Bry- 
ant, was b. Feb. 4, 1792; m. Joanna Blankinship. 
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2 Eurrnarer Perrce (No. 351) and wife Joanna had: 
(1140) Josiah, m. Hannah Bryant. 
. (1141) Phebe, m. Geo. B. Sherman, of a as Mass. 
(1142) Eliphalet, d. at age of 6 years. 
(1143) William Henry, m. Susan Sean of Roches- 
ter. Died 1866. 
(1144) Seabury B. 
(1145) George A. Lost at sea at the age of 19 years. 
The thanks of the writer are due to Eliphalet Peirce (No. 
301) for information concerning this family and those of 
Ensign Jonathan Peirce, Lewis Dean and James Potter. 


TapitHa Petrce (No. 352), 


. Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha 
_ Bryant, was b. Dec. 6, 1793 ; m. James Potter, of Fairhaven. 


James Porrer and wife Tasrrua Petrce (No. 302) had: 


(1146) James. 
(1147) John. 
(1148) Emeline. 


Miso Eye twins, that d. young. 


Zitpan §. Peirce (No. 358), 
| Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha 
Bryant, was. b. Feb. 28, 1796; m. John Burbank, of Paw- 
= ¢ tucket. 


Joun BurBank and wife Zripau S. Peirce (No. 353) had: 
(1151) Joseph W., b. 1824. 
(1152) John M., b. 1826. 
(1153) Benjamin F., b. 1829. 
(1154) George C., b. 1830. 
(1155) Henry C., b. 1832. 
These names are based on the recollections of Mrs. Lucy, 


wife of Lewis Perrin. 
. 35 
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Lucy Prmcer (No. 354), 


Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha — 
Bryant, was b. Sept. 25, 1798, and m. Aug. 5, 1822, Lewis 
Perrin. He was b. in Seekonk, Aug. 7, 1797. In a com- — 
pany of local militia at Mansfield he was commissioned 
Ensign, June 21, 1828 — Alexander Balkom being Captain 
and Elisha Hodges Lieutenant. This company was in the’ 
4th Reg’t, 2d Brigade, 5th Division; and of this regiment 
Ira K. Miller was then Colonel, Mason Stone Lieut.-Colonel, 
and Willard Blackinton Major. | Brig.-General Cromwell 
Washburn commanded the Brigade, and Maj.-General Shep- 
herd Leach the Division. 


_ Ensign Lewis Perrin and wife Lucy Prrrce (No. 354) had : 

(1156) Maria L., b. March 18, 1825; m. Sept. 1844, 
Ebenezer Skinner. Died Feb. 16, 1863. 

(1157) Lewis L., b. Oct. 7, 1826; m. in 1848, Mary 
Crowell. 

(1158) Thomas, b. Sept. 9, 1828; m. Jan. 1, 1858, . 
Sarah C. Vars. 

(1159) David, b. Jan. 25, 1830 ; m. Noy. 1854, Minerva 
kK. Lapham. 

(1140) Julia F., b. June 9, 1831; m. Jan. 1851, Sea 
bury Tompkins. 

(1161) Arnold P., b. Feb. 15, 1833; d. Sept. 25, 1834. 

(1162) George W., b. July 5, 1835; m. 1861, Kate 
Snow. a 

Thanks are due Mr. Zebulon P. White (No. 911) for 
what has been given concerning the children of John Bur- 
bank and Ensign Lewis Perrin and wives. 


AsanatH Perrce (No. 355), 


Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha 
Bryant, was b. April 30, 1801; m. Jabez Briggs. 


Jabez Brices and wife Asanaru Petrce (No. 355) had: 
(1163) Phebe. 
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Patience Perrce (No. 356), 


_ Daughter of Eliphalet Peirce (No. 99) and wife Tabitha 
4 Bryant, was b. March 27, 1803, and d. young. 


_Epmunp Perrce (No. 365), 


Son of Sarah Peirce (No. 101), was b. Oct. 16, 1776, and 
m. Wealthy Howland, Dec. 1799. 


_ Epmunp Peirce (No. 365) and wife Wesatriy Aue 

had: 

(1164) Howland, b. Sept. 24, 1800; m. Elizabeth Chase, 

_ of Somerset. She d. several years since. 

» (1165) Mary H., b. Sept. 1, 1802; d. Sept. 2, 1823. 

| (1166) Sarah, b. March 6, 1812; d. Nov. 12, 1832. 
(1167) Hermon, b. Dec. 11, 1815; m. Priscilla Has- # 

kins, of Berkley. 

_ Edmund, the father, d. Nov.) 26, 1823. Wealthy, the 
mother, d. Jan. 14, 1858. She was a daughter of Joshua 
Howland and wife Phebe Chase. Joshua Nowiend was in- 
sane towards the close of life, and refused to speak or take 
any food, and died from from starvation, April 12, 1821. 


ABNER Perrce (No. 366) and wife Hutpan Witcox had: 

(1168) Abel, b. Jan. 20, 1788; m. Sept. 1809, Belinda 
‘Lisk. 

(1169) Samuel, b. May 12, 1790; m. Sept. 1817, Sally 
Wright. 

(1170) Abner, b. Sept. 8, 1792; m. Sept. 1821, Betsey 
Dewy. 

(1171) Eli, b. July 6, 1794; m. April, 1823, Sarah 
Burgess. He became a physician at Athens, N. Y., and 
from thence removed to the State of Indiana, where he is 
said to have owned the land of an entire township. 

(1172) Anna, b. June 29, 1796; m. June 23, 1814, 
Rey. Ralph Lanning. 

(1178) Lois, b. March 31, 1799; m. Thomas Russell. 
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(1174) Huldah, b. June 3, 1801; m. Dec. 25, 1827, 
Thomas Russell. 


(1175) Levi, b. April 238,°1803; m. Deena, 1828, ye 


Laura Hale. 
(1176) Joseph, b. Aug. 23, 1806. Was a . phases 
Huldah, the mother, was b. Feb. 1765, and d. Feb. 11, 
1849. I am indebted to Mr. De Layon Peirce for informa- 
tion concerning this family. 


GrorGE Petrce (No. 370) and wife Anicam Kinney had: 

(1177) Rollin, b. Dec. 31, 1793; m. in 1815, Rebecca 
Carr. He is a house carpenter. 

(1178) Semanthia, b. July 11, 1799; d. in 1812. 

(1179) Lafayette, b. Feb. 11, 1805; m. 1839; d. 1848. 

(1180) Volney, b. May 9, 1809; m. Charlotte Goodsell. 
He d. in 1864—supposed to have been killed. "Was Cap- 
tain of militia in Windsor, Mass., from Sept. 10, 1852, to 
April 19, 1834. He was a skilful architect. 


Et Perrce (No. 3872) and second wife Execra Lenanp had : 


(1181) Mary P., b. Sept. 5, 1817; m. Nov. 9, 1841, 
Cyrus S. Rockwell, of Peru, Mass., formerly of Conn. 


( 


(1182) E. Warren, b. May 5, 1821; m. in 1845, Ann 


L. Wales, of Peru, and formerly of Abington, Mass. He 
is a patron of this work, and rendered the writer very essen- 
tial service in collecting information. He is decidedly a 
leading man in the town of Peru, Mass., where he has been 
chairman of the board of Selectmen, Assessor, School Com- 
mittee, Auditor, and Moderator of annual town meeting 
quite a number of years. 


(1183) Electa P., b. May 16, 1824; m. in 1845, George 


L. Thompson, of Peru, Mass. She is a subscriber for this 


book. 
Liserty Petrce (No. 373), 
Son of Levi Peirce (No. 102) and wife Bathsheba Bab- 


bett, was b. Oct. 9, 1774, and m. Lydia Beals, of Abing-_ 
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ton, June 29; 1797. He d. Re) 8, 1864. She d. Sept. 2, 
1852: ' 


Liserty Perrce (No. 373) and wife Lyp1a Beats had: 
(1184) Gordon, b. June 29, 1198;-m.'-Dec. 80,1819, 
Dorothy Fox. 
(1185) Orin, b. Sept. 28, 1800; m. Feb. 19, 1824, Jo- 
anna Hale. 

(1186) Gaylord, b. July 5, 1803 ; m. Oct. 4, 1827, Phebe 
Caulkins. : 

(1187) Vador, b. Jan. 24, 1806; m. April 13, 1835, 
Hannah E. Gardner. 

(1188) Duane, b. Jan. 11, 1809; m. Jan. 22, 1833, 
Mary Morse. a 
(1189) Enoch E., b. Jan. 17, 1812; d. Jan. 25, 1838. 


Henry Perrce (No. 374), 

Son of Levi Peirce (No. 102) and wife Bathsheba Bab- 
bett, was b. May 23, 1777, and m. first, Eunice Wightman, 
Dec. 5, 1802. He was Captain of a company of militia cav- 
alry at Herkimer, N. Y., and Justice of the Peace for Berk- 
shire County. 


Henry Peircz, Esq. (No. 374) and first wife Euytce Wicut- 
MAN had: e 
(1190) Raldon B., b. Jan. 29, 1804. 
(1191) Charles W., b. Aug. 8, 1805; d. Jan. 16, 1815. 
(1192) Esther A., b. Feb. 9, 1807. 
(1193) Demis M., b. Sept. 2, 1810; m. Joseph Parcell, 
of Elmwood, Ill. 


By second wife, Minerva Dresser, to whom he was married 
May 16, 1814, had: 


(1194) Charles W., b. Aug. 7, 1815; d. April 17,1816. 

(1195) Algernon S., b. Nov. 29, 1817; d. Nov. 12, 1842. 

(1196) Eunice W., b. Aug. 20, 1820; d. Feb. 29, 1824. 
30%* 
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(1197) Charles H.,b. Nov. 29,1822; m. in 1851, Mary 
R. Bigelow, of New Braintree; and May 21, 1863, Hliza- 
beth Waters, of Millbury, Mass. He d. Oct. 5,1865. Was 


a clergyman. 


(1198) Louisa A., b. July 14, 1825. 


Levi Perce (No. 375), 
Son of Levi Peirce (102) and wife Bathsheba Babbett, 
was b. in or about 1778; m. Dolly Thompson. He d. 1850. 
Was a Colonel of militia in Berkshire County. 


Col. Levi Perce (No. 375) and wife Dotty THompson had: 
(1199) Loverna, b. Sept. 23, 1804; d. Sept. 28, 1856. 
(1200) Orlin, b. Nov. 25, 1806; d. April 8, 1831. 
(1201) Emory, b. Jan. 5, 1809; m. twice. First, March © 

17, 1831, to Minerva Watkins. She d. March 22, 1832. 

Mar. second, Aug. 2, 1832, to Rosilla Watkins. He was 

commissioned Ensign of the local militia in Peru, April 24, 

1832. Is a subscriber for this book. 

(1202) Thompson, b. May 24, 1810; m. Dec. 5, 1882, 
Harriet Little. He is a subscriber to this work, and thanks 
are due him for information. 

(1203) Fidelia,b. Aug. 8, 1812; d. Oct. 2, 1857. 

(1204) Parentha, b. July 11, 1815; m. J. Franklin 
Watlsins. | 

(1205) Sarah, b. Nov. 18, 1818; m. John Barnabee, 
Jan. 19, 1847. 

(1206) Elmira, b. April 7, 1822; m. Rev. John Allen. 


SHapracu Perrce (No. 376) and wife Tamerson Baperr had: 

(1207) Lozien, b. Dec. 11, 1804; m. Feb. 24, 1839, 
Aurelia E. Jones, of East Haddam, Conn. He is a clergy- 
man of the M. E. Church. A patron of this work. 

(1208) Hunice A.,b. March 9, 1807; m. June 28, 1846, 
Wilson Hathway, of Brookfield, Mass.. She is a subscriber 
to this genealogy. Thanks are due their daughter, Miss 
Clara A. Hathway, for information. 
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(1209) Henry B., b. Sept. 19, 1809; m. March 15, 1831, 
Lydia D. Peirce, of Windsor, Mass. He is a patron of this 
book, and a farmer in Peru, Mass. 

(1210) Engelica T., b. Sept. 19, 1812; m. March 15, 

1838, Rev. Halsey W. Ransom, of Argyle, N. H. 

(1211) William C., b. Jan. 14, 1815; m. Sept. 5, 1841, 
Lucinda D. Watkins, of Peru, Mass. He is Professor of 
Natural Sciences at Baldwin University, Berea, Ohio, a cler- 
gyman of the M. i. Church, and a subscriber to this work. 


By second wife, Lyp1a K. Post: 

(1212) Milton P., b. Sept. 30, 1823 ; m. twice. First, Dec. 
7, 1851, Harriet J. Harwood, of Windsor, Mass.; and sec- 
ond, Nov. 3, 1855, Eliza A. Straunhan, of Elyna, Ohio. He 
is a subscriber to this history of the Peirce family. Has 
been a Captain in the volunteer militia in Berkshire County, 
and rendered good service in furnishing facts for this pub- 
lication. 

(1213) James §., b. July 29, 1827; d. Dec. 12, 1831. 


Dr. Dantet Perrce (No. 377) and wife Anicam Lyman had: 


(1214) Rosamond, b. June 17,1811; d. March 8, 1822. 
(1215) Caroline, b. April 25, 1813; m. Oct. 27, 1836, 
Leander S. Cooper, of Peru, Mass. She d. Sept. 28, 1862. 
(1216) Levi L., b. Aug. 19, 1815; m. July 30, 1846, 
Mary Benedict, of Kensha, Wisconsin. 
(1217) Francis M., b. Jan. 28, 1818; m. Mayas 1849, 
Catharine White, of Ghiclien, Mass. 
(1218), Daniel P., b. Aug. 13, 1820; d. Oct. 17, 1846. 
(1219) Rosamond, b. Feb. 20, 1823; m. Dec. 16, 1841, 
Charles C. Parris, of Worthington, Mass. 
~ (1220) Martha L., b. Jan. 26, 1826; m. May 11, 1853, 
Nelson Brown, of Cummington, Mass. 
(1221) Timothy D., b. July 24, 1830; m. Jan. 1, 1864, 
Sarah Stephenson, of Chesterfield; Mass. 
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Capt. Isaac Prrrcz (No. 378) and wife Potty Wess had : 

(1222) Lorenzo M., b. in 1810; m. in 1835, Emeline 
Branch. 

(1223) William W., b. in 1812; m. in 1842, Amanda 
Buffum ; and again m. in 1846, Maria Whelden. 

(1224) P. Amelia, b. in 1816 ; m. in 1834, Smith Phillips. 

(1225) Benjamin F., b. in 1819; m. in 1842, Samantha 
Sinnitt. Wasa soldier in the Union army in the late war. 
Is Justice of the Peace for Berkshire County, has been 
Representative to General Court, and is a subscriber to this 
work. A farmer at Peru, Mass. 

(1226) Alvah B., b. in 1826; m. in 1847, Betsey Smith, 
and he d. in 1851. 


Wiriam Ensten and wife Saran Perrce (No. 379) had: 

(1227) Benjamin P., m. Emily Blakeslee. 

(1228) Catharine, m. Preston. 

(1229) Caroline, m. Gilbert F. Lewis. They reside in 
Cleveland, Ohio. She is a patron of this book. 

(1230) Levi, m. Anna Evernghim. 

(1231) Harriet, m. Tracy. 

(1232) Maria, m. Dewey. 


Exser Peirce (No. 392) and wife had: 


(1233) Sally, b. in 1795; m. twice. First, William 
Ball; and second, Josiah Smith. } 

(1234) Jairus, b. 1799; m. Rachel Watkins. 

(1235) Isaac 8., b. 1802; m. Eliza H. Thompson. He 
was of essential service in collecting information for this 
work, and to him we owe what is herein given concerning 


the families of Eber Peirce, Josiah Smith, John Peirce, 


Isaiah D. Holbrook, Asa H. Capen, Esq., Capt. Gideon 
Peirce and Charles Hathaway. 

(1236) Franklin, b. 1805; m. Charlotte Wetheress He 
d. 1847, at Liberty, Michigan. 

(1237) Reuben, b. 1808; m. first, Louisa M. Ford; 


- ae ee ee 


THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 417 


7 second, Dilly Ford. Justice of Peace for Berkshire County, 


Postmaster at Windsor, and is a subscriber to this work. 
(1238) Electa, b. 1810; d. at Windsor, Mass., 1812. 
(1239) Lydia D.,b. 1812; m. Henry B. Peirce. 

(1240) Julia A., b. 1816; m. Turner Joy. 

(1241) Henry A., b. 1818; d. in Windsor. 

(1242) Judith S., b. 1820; m. John Brown, and reside 
in Hinsdale. He is a farmer. 

(1248) Orrin G., b. 182-; m. Harriet eh and re- 
side in Windsor. 

(1244) Celinda, m. Charles Chapman, and reside in 

Gorham, New York. He is a farmer. 


Jostau SmitH and wife Anrcam Perce (No. 393) had: 
(1245) Roland, resided in Townsend, Vt. Was a Brig- 


_adier General. 


(1246) Cynthia, m. and lived in Vermont. 


Joun Peirce (No. 394) had: 
(1247) Cinderella, b. in 1796; d. at Windsor, Mass. 
(1248) Isaac, b. in 1798; m. Joanna Bailey. “He isa 


‘farmer at Windsor. 


(1249) Almond T., b. 1814; m. Betsey B. Tower. He 
is.a farmer, and resides at Windsor, Mass., has been a mem- 
ber of the State Legislature, and is a subscriber to this 
genealogy. 


Isaran D. Horproox and wife Anna Peirce (No. 395) had: 
(1250) Percy, b. in 1798; m. Frederick Morgan, of 
Westfield. 
(1251) Harlow, b. in 1800; m. Mary Frost, of Wood- 


‘stock, Wisconsin. He died in 1863. 


(1252) Lucy, b.*in 1808; m. Marshall Miner: of Wind- 
sor, Mass. He died in 1864. 

(1253) Cynthia, b. in 1810; m. Darius Dunham, of 
Washington, Mass. 
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(1254) Judith, b. in 1812; m. first, Oramel Whiting; | 
second,:Elias Upton. Died in 1865. Ma 
— (1255) Electa, b. 1815; m. first, Phineas Clapps sec- 
ond, Marshall Jackson. She d. in 1864. 

(1256). Eber, b. 1819 ; lives in the city of New York. 


Asa D. Caren, Esq. and wife Amy,Perrce (No. 396) had: 


(1257) Asa, b. in 1809; d. at Windsor, Mass., in 1809. 

(1258) Samuel, b. in 1810; d. at Windsor in 1811. 

(1259) S. Cordelia, b. in 1812; m. Samuel Dawes, of 
Windsor, Mass. : 

(1260) Salmon, b. 1814; m. Betsey Thompson. He d. 
in 1865. 

(1261) Daniel, b, in 1816; m. Irene Tower. He isa 
Deputy Sheriff. 

(1262) Howland D., b. in 1820; m. Mehitable Allen. 


Capt. Grpron Perrce (No. 397) and wife Anna Miner had: 
(1265) Harrison G., b. in 1813; m. Juliet Axtell. 
(1264) Orison, b. in 1818; d. in Windsor in 1840, 
(1265) Anna M., b. in 1823; m. Benjamin Ford. 
Gideon, the parent, was b. in Spencer, Mass., in 1780; © 

was a farmer, and d. at Windsor, Mass., in 1822. 


Cuartes Haruaway and wife Cynruta Petrce (No. 398) had: 


(1266) Shadrach P., b. 1809; m. Maria Loomis. 

(1267) Charles W., b. 1811; m. first, Laura Tracy ; 
second, Martha Hunt. 

(1268) Anna, b. 1818; m. Allen R. W. Hathaway, of 
Savoy, to whom thanks are due for information. 

(1269) Lorin, b. 1815; m. Louisa Blanchard. 

(1270) Harriet, b. 1817; m. Lewis Ford. She died in 
Cummington in 1858. ' 

(1271) Cinderilla, b. 1818; m. William Tracy. 

(1272) Jarius, b. 1820; m. Mary 8. Crockett. 

(1273) Levi, b. 1822; m. Amanda Arnold. 
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(1274) Ambrose, b. 1824; m. Elizabeth Moulton. 
~ (1275) Clarinda, b. 1826; m. Welcome Staunton. She 
d. in Savoy, 1857. 

(1276) Flecta, b. 1828; m. Lyman May. She died in 


Windsor in 1863. 


(1277) Amy, b. 1830; m. Lyman Moulton. 
(1278) Jane, b. 1833; m. Harland Nye, of Savoy. 


Davin -Petrce (No. 400) and wife Destre Nye had: 

(1279) Salome, m. Hugh Marriman, of Wareham. 

(1280) Ruth, m. John Bumpus, of Wareham. 

(1281) Mary, m. first, John McCoy; second, David 
Harlow, of Sharon. 

(1282) David, m. no one. 
_ (1283) Otis, m. Hannah Bumpus, of Wareham. 

(1284) Lucy, m. first, Roland S. Bumpus, of Wareham ; 
second, Dea. Brownell Tripp, of Acushnet. _ 


RicuarpD Peirce (No. 401) and wife Joanna Nye had : 
(1285) Benjamin. | 
(1286) Richard. 


~ (1287) Betsey. 


We owe Mrs. Lucy Tripp (No. 1284) for what is given 
concerning the families of David and Richard Peirce. 


Hotmes and wife Kuzrau Prrrce (No. 402) had: 
(1288) Permilla, m. John Covell, of Sandwich. 


Joseru Harris and wife Krzian Perrce Hommes had: 


(1289) Joseph. | 
(1290) Russell, m. Elizabeth Marriman. 


Ienatius Perrce (No. 403) and wife Bersey had : 
(1291) Ignatius, m. twice. First, 
Peirce. 
(1292) Betsey, m. Caleb Raymond, of Plymouth. 


King ; second, 
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(1293) } pete ia Bates. 
(1294) PS mi Churchill. 


(1295) Nelson. Resides at San Francisco, Cal. A sub- 
scriber to this work. He is in the Southern Packet Office, 
No. 610 Front Street. 

(1296) Lucy, d. young. 

- (1297) Ebenezer, m. Sarah Manter, of Plymouth. 

(1298) Abner, m. Mary Manuell, of hyn 

(1299) Stillman. Lived single. 


Brancu Peirce (No. 404) and wife Resecca Bares had: 


(1300) <A son. 

(1801) Thomas. 

(1802) Ezra, m. Deborah Valler. 

(1803) Branch; m. Ruby Valler. 

(1804) Rebecca. 

(1805) Ruth. 

(1306) Naomi, m. Manter. 

Branch, the parent, was “a mighty hunter” of deer in 
Plymouth woods, “‘even as Nimrod, the mighty hunter be- 


fore the Lord.” One of Hon. Daniel Webster’s particular 


friends. 


Grorce Doveras and wife Mary Perrce (No. 406) had : 


(1307) Elisha, m. Thrasher. 
(1808) William. 
(1309) Martin, m Swift. 


(1810) Mary, m. Thomas Peirce, Esq., of Rochester. 

The accounts of the families of Joseph Harris, Ignatius 
Peirce, Branch Peirce and George Douglas, so incomplete 
in facts and wholly deficient in dates, grew out of the circum- 
stance that those of these families to whom letters were sent 


asking for information, in every case neglected or refused to 


answer; and but for the assistance of a person who is neither 
of their kith or kin, I could not have done half as well. 
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Betsey Perrce (No. 1074), 


Daughter of Richard Peirce (No. 34) and wife Mary Sim- 
mons, was b. at date unknown, and m. Eleazer Hathaway, 
of Freetown, in or about 1778. 


Eveazer Harnaway and Berstry Peirce (No. 1074) had: 


(4063) Merebah, m. Michael Chase, of Freetown. 
(4063) ‘Chloe, m. Benjamin Chase. 

(406%) Betsey, m. Sylvanus Haddaway. 

(406%) Abigail, m. Palmer. 

_Eleazer Hathaway and wife Betsey Peirce (No. 107$) 
were first cousins. His mother was Merebah Simmons, b. 
March 9, 1715; m. John Hathaway, of Freetown, March 
6, 1732. Her mother was Mary Simmons, b. Oct. 9, 1723; 
m. Richard Peirce, Dec. 12, 1745. (This ought to have 
appeared on page 172 of this book, but was not received by 
the writer in time to place it there.) 


Tuomas Perrce (No. 430), 


Son of ‘Thomas Peirce (No. 112) and wife Phebe Strange; 
m. Harriet Leonard. 


Puitie T. Perrce (No. 481), 


Son of ‘Thomas Peirce (No. 112) and wife Phebe Strange, 
m. twice. First, Olive Bickford; and second, Georgiana 
Shurtleff. Reside in East Boston. 


Puiuie ‘I. Perrce (No. 431) and wife had: 


(1311) Lewis A., b. Aug. 12, 1856. 
(1312) Alfretta, b. Oct. 19, 1858. 


JosEPH Peirce (No. 432), 


Son of Thomas Peirce (No. 112) and wife Phebe Strange, 
m. Mrs. Mary Gifford. Hed. July 31, 1852. 
36 Being | 
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Satty SrerHens Peirce (No. 434), a, 
Daughter of Thomas Peirce (No. 112) and wife Phebe 
Strange, was b. in 1827, and m. Albert L. Fifield, of Salis- 
bury, Mass. No children. She is a subscriber to this work. 


AsicaiL L. Petmce (No. 483), 
Daughter of Christopher Peirce, Jr. (No. 131) and wife 


Abigail B. Rand, was b. March 11, 1825, and m. William 
Taylor, of Pembroke. 


Witi1aM Taytor and wife Anica L. Prerrce (No. 483) had: 
(1813) Louisa E., b. Sept. 24, 1847; m. Nov. 25, 1866, 

Bailie D. Damon, of Hanover, and they have two children. 
(1314) Abby A.,-b. July 15, 1851. 


GeorGeE B. Perrrce (No. 484) and wife Mary Dersy had: 
(1815) Mabel, b. March, 1858. 

(1816) A son, d. young. 

(1317) A daughter, d. young. 


Wituam H. Aust and wife Ann J. Perrce (No. 486) had: 


(1818) Frederick W., b. Sept. 10, 1860. 
(1319) George B., b. July 3, 1866. 


The writer tenders his thanks to Mrs. Abigail L. Taylor 
(No. 483) for the above information concerning the families - 
of William Taylor, George B. Peirce and William H. Aus- 
tin, and for the kind interest she has exhibited towards the 
publishing of this genealogical record. 


Rosert P. Wits (No. 531), 

Son of Robert Walliams and wife Bethiah Pearce, was a 
publisher and bookseller in Cornhill, Boston, and his son, 
Mr. Alexander Williams, still continues in the same business 
at the corner of Washington and School Streets. 
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Cartes Waiuiams (No. 532), 


Son of Robert Williams and wife Bethiah Pearce, was 
formerly engaged with his brother Robert P. Williams, 
as publisher and bookseller, in Cornhill, Boston. Charles 
never married, and is now dead. For these facts concern- 
ing Robert P. and Charles Williams, the writer was indebt- 
ed to Mr. Pearce W. Penhallow, of Boston (No. 5503). 

On page 183 of this book, Thomas W. Penhallow is said 


_to have married for a second wife a half-sister of Mary | 
- Beach, his first. It should have been said, half-sister of his 


first wife’s mother. 


Cuartes R. Pearce (No. 537) and wife had: 


(1820) Catharine R., resides in Baltimore, Md. 
(1521) Rebecca, resides at the same place. 


Commodore Davin Gertstncer and wife CaTHarine Pearce 
(No. 539) had: 
(1322) Sarah E., m. Pickell. 
(1323) Helen. 
The surname of the father of this family was by mistake 
given as Messinger on page 183 of this book. He was a 
Commodore in the’ U. 8. Navy. 


Dr. F. W. OstranpDer and wife Herzen Pearce (No. 541) 
had: 


(1394) A son, b. 1830; and Helen, the mother, d. some- 
time during that year. They resided in Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Maraaret Scorr (No. 546), , 
Daughter of John Scott and wife Harriet PEARcE, m. 


’ Oliver Wendell Penhallow. Mrs. Margaret Penhallow d. 


in 1841. Her husband is still living. * 


Davi Pearce Pennattow (No. 547), 
Son of Hon. Hunking Penhallow and wife Harriet Pearce 
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Scott, was b. Sept. 24, 1505, and m. —— Yeaton. He d. 
in San Francisco in 1859. 


AnN WENDELL Penuatiow (No. 548), , 
Daughter of Hon. Hunking Penhallow and wife Harriet, 
was b. Oct. 22,1808, and m. Rev. N. S. Folsom, of Concord. 
They had eight children, viz.: Justice, Sarah, Edward, 
Parris H., Harriet, Anna, Ellen and Charles F. Parris is 
a clerk in Treasury Department, Washington, and Charles 
F’. is a surgeon at City Hospital, Boston. 


JoHN Pearce Pennatitow (No. 549), 
Son of Hon. Hunking Penhallow and wife Harriet, was 
b. in 1810, and d. in 1847. 


Harriet Pearce Pennattow (No. 550), 
Daughter of Hon. Hunking Penhallow and wife Harriet, 
was b. 1813, and m.. Rev. W. Jacobs. F. W. Jacobs, a 
counsellor at law, and an Alderman of the city of Boston, is 
their son. 
Anprew Jackson Penuattow (No. 5508), 
Son of Hon. Hunking Penhallow and wife Harriet, was 
b. March, 1815; m. M. Pickering. They had Susan P., 
John P., Hannah I., Elizabeth I., Charles L. and David. 


Pearce WentwortuH Pennatitow (No. 5504), 

Son of Hon. Hunking Penhallow and wife Harriet, was 
b. Feb. 27, 1817; m. Elizabeth Sherburne, and they had 
Thomas W., b. 1846, William T., b. 1848, d. 1862, Charles 
S., b. 1852, and Pearce W., b. March, 1855. Pearce W. 
Penhallow, the parent, is a subscriber to this publication, 
and rendered the author good service in furnishing in- ° 
formation. . 

Susannah Stevens Pearce and husband Thomas W. Pen- 
hallow resided at Greenland, N. H., instead of Greenfield, 
as stated on page 186. She d. Oct. 20, 1869. 
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Ciara Peirce (No. 558), 

Pe uahtck of William Pearce, Jr. (No. 141) and wife Clara 
. "Sargent m. Samuel E. Coues, of Portsmouth, N. H., 
a | President of the American Peace Socicty. 


‘Samven E. Covers and wife Ciara Pearce (No. 558) had: 
(1325) Samuel F., m. March, 1857~ Mary B. Hughes, of 
_ Boston, a daughter of George Hughes and wife Elizabeth E. 
_ Parrott (No. 573). Samuel F. Coues is a surgeon in the . 
U. S. Navy. | 


EvizABETH Pearce (No. 560), 


-Daughter of William Pearce, Jr. (No. 141) and wife ° 
Clara Sargent, m. B. K. Hough, of Gloucester. 


4 B. K. Hovea and wife Exizaneta Pearce (560) had: 
(1326) Benjamin Kent, d. in infancy. 
(1327) Clara, d. in infancy. ; 
. (1328) Charles T., b. May 13, 1840; m. June 6, 
1866, Sarah Hughes, a daughter of George Hughes and wife 
Elizabeth E. Parrott (No. 573). Mr. Charles T. Hough is 
a patron of this work. 

(1329) Elizabeth P. 

(1330) Mary S. 

(1331) Benjamin Kent. 
(1832) Annie A. 
(1333) Eleanor L. 


Frances E. Pearce* (No. 5614), 


Daughter of William Pearce, Jr. (No. 141) and wife Clara 
Sargent, m. Frederick G. Low, Jr. of San Francisco, Cal. 


Freperick G. Low, Jr. and wife Frances EK. Pearce 
| (No. 5613) had: 
] (1334) Clara. 
* Her name was not communicated to the writer of this genealogy until after 


page 191 was printed ; and hence the use of a half ee, 
36* 
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(1335) John. 

(1336) 

(1337) : 

The writer is indebted to Mr. Charles T. Hough for what 


has here been given concerning the families of Samuel E. — 
Coues, B. K. Hough and Frederick G. Low, Jr. 


Epwarp H. Pearce (No. 567), 


Son of Henry Pearce (No. 142) and wife Abigail Knights, — 
is a farmer, and resides in Gloucester, Mass. The writer 
has been told that he has .been married twice, and has re- 
. peatedly addressed letters to him, soliciting a knowledge of 
the names of his children, to which in no case did he get a 


reply. 
SAMUEL Stevens Pearce (No. 576), 

Son of Capt. Samuel Pearce (No. 144) and wife Julia 
Maria Trask, is a Marine Inspector at Boston, and he m. 
Mrs. Emily Smith Lord, of Boston. Her maiden name was 
Ash, and she was b..in Newport, R. I., July 2, 1857, and 
d. at Charlestown, Mass., April 16, 1869. 


SAMUEL STEPHENS PEARCE and wife Eminy had: 
(13838) Xenophon, b. Dec. 7, 1867. 


Grorce W. Pearce (No. 580), 


Son of George W. Pearce (No. 145) and wife, was b. 
Jan. 1826, and m. March, 1852, Susan Mary Louisa Ellis. 

The writer’s thanks are due to him for the information he 
has furnished and good will shown towards the accomplish- 
ment of this work, for which he is a subscriber. 


Grorce W. Pearce (No. 580) and wife had: 


(1339) Susan Louisa, b. 1855. 
(1340) Charles Ellis, b. 1857. 
(1841) Isabel, b. 1859. 
(1342) Josephine, b. 1862. 
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_ Tamastn Pearce (No. 583), 

_ Daughter of George W. Pearce (No. 145) and wife, was 
_ b. Feb. 1831, and m. May, 1854, Hadley P. Burrill, Esq. 
He is Postmaster at Chelsea, Mass. 


4 Hapuey P. Burnt, Esq..and wife Tamasin Petrcr (No. 
, 583) had : 


(1343) Nellie. 
(1344) Clara. 
(1345) Georgiana. 


Ciara C. Pearce (No. 585), 


Daughter of George W. Pearce (No. 145) and wife, was 
b. June, 1834, and m. Aug. 1855, Henry G. Fay. 


Henry G. Fay and wife Ciara C. Pearce (No. 585) had: 
(1346) Alice Hunt. 

(1347) Mabel Saunders. 

(1348) George Francis. 


Hore Perrce (No. 596), 
Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 148) and wife Anna 
_ Hoar, was b. Nov. 16, 1783, and never married; d. July 11, 
1838. Said to havesbeen buried in Shutesbury, Mass. 


Anna Petrce (No. 597), 


Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 148) and wife Anna 
Hoar, was b. June 28, 1785, and m. twice. First, Moses 
Mayhew, of Ludlow, Vt.; and second, Lemuel Church (No. 
638, her own first cousin), of Vershire, Vt. 


Moses Maynew and wife Anna Perrce (No. 597) had: 
(13849) Nathan Peirce. Died. 
(1350) Emery B. Died. 
(1851) Hiram. 
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Lemvet Cuurcu (No. 688) and wife Anna Perrce MayHew 
(No. 597) had: 


(1352) Sally, d. in infancy. 
(1353) Freeman, d. in infancy. 
(1354) Huldah Pratt. 

(1855) Lester. 

(1356) Sarah. 

(1857) Sophia. Died. 


Luruer Petrce (No. 600) and wife Susmir Haskins had: 


(1858) Sandford. 

(13859) Flavilla. 

(1360) Loriston, d. young. 
(1861) Loriston, d. in the war. 


Wit Eaton and wife Eunice Perrce (No. 601) had: 


(1362) Anna Peirce. 

(1363) James Melven. Died. 

(1364) “Luther Peirce. se 

(13865) Judith. 

(1866) Orrin Flagg. 

(1867) Eunice. Died. 

(1868) Edmund. ‘“ 

(1869) Nathan. 

(1370) William. 

(1571) <A child, d. in infancy, not chrietaniem 


Hurpau Perrce (No. 602), 


Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 148) and wife Ann Hoar, 
was b. Feb. 8, 1796, and m. twice. First, Dea. Ephraim 
Pratt, of Shutesbury, Mass.; second, Eliphalet Kingman, 
of Winchester, N. H. No children by second marriage. She 
still lives and resides in Winchester ; and to her kind inter- 
est the writer owes what is here presented concerning the 
families of Moses Mayhew, Lemuel Church, Luther Peirce, 
William Eaton, Dea. Ephraim Pratt, Shadrach Peirce and 
Abial Peirce. 


i 
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4 ‘Dea. Ernram Pratr and wife Hunpan Perrce (No. 602) 


; had : 
(1372) Ephraim L., b. in Shutesbury, Mass., Aug. 9, 


z 18175 m. Lizzie Andrews. He d. in Beverly, Mass., Feb. — 
_ 1869. Was noted for his inventive genius. A noble-hearted 


and generous man. In his death the writer of this family 


j history felt that he sustained the loss of the most liberal 


friend of this publication. 
(1373) Hiram Alden, b. Jan. 21, 1819; m. Marietta 


- Kingman. 


(1874) Hannah Hammond, b. Dec. 27, 1820; m. David 


Brainard Gunn. 


(1575) Lemuel Church, b. Feb. 17, 1824; m. Melancy 
B. Wright. 

(1376) Henry Lee, b. July 14, 1826; m. Frances S. 
Stoten. He is a subscriber to this work. 

(1377) Sarah S., b. Nov. 28, 1828; m. Samuel Sawyer. 

(1878) Laura Virginia, b. Jan. 30, 1833; d. Aug. 9, 


1867. 


(1879) James D.,b. March 20, 1836; m. Martha Groves. 


Sarau Perce (No. 603), 


Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 148) and wife Anna 
Hoar, was b. June 1, 1798; m. Levi Wilder, of Wendell, 
Mass. She is a subscriber for this work on the Peirce 
family. 


Levi Witper and wife Saran Petrce (No. 603) had: 
(1380) Nathan, b. Oct. 19, 1822; m. Nov. 1, 1865, 


: Ellen Strong. 


(1381) Lucinda, b. Dec. 12, 1824; m. April 8, 1847; 


Y Albert Montague ; d. Oct. 1, 1865. 


(1382) Mary, b. April 4, 1827; d. May 25, 182'7. 
(1383) Mary, b. April 6, 1828. 
(1384) Lyman, b. Jan. 18, 1831; m. Feb. 20, 1865, 


q Lucy J. Butler. 
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(1885) Alden, b. Aug. 8, 18383; m. June 28, 1864, 
Jane E. Woodbury. He was commissioned second Lieu- 
tenant of Co. B in 11th Reg’t Mass. as 6th Brigade, 
3d Division. ; 

(1386) Elizabeth, b. June 18, 1836; m. March 17, 
1863, Dwight Maynard. 

(1387) Caroline, b. March 16, 1839; m. ie 11, 1860, 
Merrick Montague. He enlisted in Sept. 1862, as a soldier 
in Co. G, 52d Mass. Reg’t, for nine months. Discharged 
April 1, 1863. Died Nov. 28, 1866. 

(1388) Henry, b. May 22, 1842; m. April 20, 1865, 
Isabel Shaw. He enlisted in Co. G, 52d Mass. Reg’t, in 
Sept. 1862, for nine months’ service. Discharged Aug. 


1863. ‘Took a lively interest in forwarding the publication — 


of this work on the Peirce family. Died April 12, 1869. 


SHapracu Perce (No. 604) and wife Mary Marve t had: 
(1889) Lucinda. 


Jos Petrce (No. 605) and wife Saran Wiiper had: 


(1390) Adaline, b. Oct. 6, 1827; m. June, 1843, Capt. _ 


Henry Peirce. Shed. March, 1868. He was commissioned 
Captain of Co. D, 11th Reg’t Mass. Vol. Militia, in 6th 
Brigade, 8d Division, and was a Justice of the Peace and 
Deputy Sheriff for Franklin County ; also Representative to 
the General Court at Boston. Removed to the west. 

(1891) Caroline, b. May, 1829; d. February, 1838. 

(13892) Aurilla, b. Dec. 12, 1834; m. Dee. 12, 1869, 

Capt. Henry Peirce, formerly of Shutesbury, Mass. 
(1393) Arvilla, b. Jan, 18, 1837; d. June 10, 1858: 
(1394) Jane, b. March 18, 1841. 


AztaL Perce (No. 606), 


Son of Nathan Peirce (No, 148) and wife Anna Hoar, 


was b. in Shutesbury, Mass., May 28, 1806, and m. twice. 
First, Climena Spear; and second, Lydia Prescott, both of 
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_ Vershire, Vt.; to which place he removed, and where he 
_ Was made a Captain of militia. 


Capt. Apraz Perrce (No. 606) and wife had: 
(1395) Orlando. 
- (1896) Loriston. Is dead. 


Patrick Grey and wife Saran Peirce (N o. 614) had: 


(1897) Joseph P., b. Sept. 18, 1810. 
(1398) Abigail S., b. Aug. 31,1812; d. Nov. 28, 1851. 
(1899) Hope N., b. Jan. 10, 1814; m. Asahel Hanson. 
(1400) Mary P:, b. March 10, 1817; d. Feb. 5, 1862. 
(1401) Roxanna, b. March 5, 1819; d. Sept. 30, 1820. 
(1402) William A., b. April 10, 1821. 
The names of these children and dates of their births 
were by the writer of this history copied from the family 
bible of the parents in Shutesbury, Mass. 


Rounsrvitt Petrce (No. 616) and wife Lois Tuomas had : 
(1403) Martha. 
(1404) John R., b. December, 1817. 
_ (1405) Foxell t., b. April 5, 1819; m. Aug. 28, 1843, 
Mehitabel Stockwell, of Prescott, Mass. | 
(1406) Nancy, m. twice. First, William Sherman, of 
Barre; and second, John Allen, who as a soldier of the 
Union army lost his life in battle in the late war of the 
rebellion. . 
(1407) Sarah, d. in infancy. 
(1408) Adelia, m. James Patterson, of Barre, Mass. 


Hiram Perrce (668), 
: Son of Lieut. Peleg Peirce (No. 158) and wife Ruth 
- Hamilton, was b. Sept. 12, 1816, and m. March 2, 1842, 
Anna Gilbert, of Prescott, Mass. He committed suicide, 
June 5, 1867. 
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- Hiram Perce (No. 668) and wife Anna GiLBErt had: 


(1409) A son, who resides in Prescott, Mass., on the 
homestead farm formerly owned by his father and grand- 
father. 


Sera Prtrce (No. 673), 
Son of William Peirce (No. 160) and wife Lydia Perry, 
was b. March 22, 1780, and m. Anna T., a daughter of 
Nathaniel Cushing, of Rochester, Mass. ; 


Setu Perce (No. 673) and wife Anna T. Cusuine had : 

(1410) Nathaniel C., b. Aug. 31, 1803 ; m. twice. First, 
Phebe Hathaway; and second, Lucy Wagoner. 

(1411) Phebe C., b. June 28, 1806; m. Sept. 11, 1823, 
Eli Pickett, of Pultney, N. Y., to whom the writer is indebt- 
ed for this account of the family of Seth Peirce. 

(1412) Alice, b. December 9, 1810; m. Asher Lyon, of 
Woodhull. | 

(1413) Joshua, b. Sept.»15, 1814; m. Catharine Hay- 
den, of Pultney. 

(1414) William, b. April 2, 1819; m. twice. First, 
Jane Perry, in 1848; second, Miranda Hathaway, in 1858. 


NatHanieL Peirce (No. 679) and wife Estaer Dyer had : 


(1415) Ruth, b. Sept. 1, 1809; m. Oliver Bickmore, of 
Oldtown, Me. 

(1416) Nathaniel, b. Feb. 12, 1811; never married; d. 
Oct. 10, 1837. 

(1417) Nathan, b. July 2, 1813; m. Nancy Clark, of 
Montville, Me. Their oldest son was a soldier in the late | 
wal. 

Nathan (No. 1417) was a Selectman and Overseer of the 
Poor for twelve years, Representative to General Court of 
the State of Maine in 1856, and a Senator in 1 1860 and ’61. 

(1418) David M., d. young. 

(1419) Lucinda, m. George Pease, of Olatowil Me. 
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3 (1420) Joanna, b. Jan. 1818; m. Edmund P. Brown, of 
Belfast, Me. | 
(1421) Abial R., b. Jan. 3, 1820; m. twice. First, Sept. 
__ 1847, Sophronia E. Ripley ; second, her sister, Julia Ripley. 
3 He removed to Iowa, and was there elected to a seat in 
the Legislature, which place he resigned to join the ranks 
_ of the army in the late war of the Rebellion, being among 
those who promptly responded at the first call, and was 
made Captain of a company of Iowa Cavalry. At the bat- 
tle of Pea-Ridge his horse was shot under him, and he 
wounded. Ere long he was promoted to the office of Major,* 
and in performing the duties of which, he in one battle had ~ 
five horses shot under him. Since the war he has been 
elected as a Senator in the Legislature of Iowa. Is now a 
farmer at Lockridge, Jefferson county, Iowa, and both in 
peace and in war has proved himself eminently qualified 
_ to bear up the Christian name of his worthy ancestor and 
great-grandfather, Capt. Abial Peirce (No. 57), the veteran 
officer of the French and Indian war, and also of the war of 
the American Revolution, and thus adding another to the 
numberless proofs, that ‘‘ blood will tell.” 

The alarm of April 19, 1775, found the veteran Captain 
of the French and Indian war at his plow in the peaceful 
fields of agriculture, in the ancient town of Middleboro’, 
Mass., while that of April 19, 1861, was sounded in the ears 
of his great-grandson, in the legislative halls of a new and 
rapidly growing State ; and withthe same alacrity that the 
former relinquished his agricultural pursuits, did the latter 
resign his office of Representative with its ease and safety, 
honors and emoluments, and in imitation of the former make 
haste to respond to’the first call of his bleeding country. It 
is a fact of which the Peirce family may justly feel proud, 
that of the large number of their family and name engaged in 


* The report of the Adjutant General of Iowa says, ‘‘ Abial R. Peirce, of Lock- 
ridge, commissioned Major in the 4th Regt. of Iowa Cavalry, June 20, 1863.” 


37 


434 THE PEIRCE FAMILY. 


fighting the battles of their country in the late war, so great 
a proportion enlisted before any bounty had been offered by 
the government, or the least intimation that such might be 
expected; and that though in several instances they were 
wounded in battle, did not become disheartened or discou- 
raged, but continued persistently to fight on, patiently hold- 
ing out to the end and enduring hardship like = soldiers 
as they were. 

Several were killed, and some died df wounds received on 
hard fought fields of bloody strife, while others were dis- 
charged for disability from disease contracted in the service, 
and nearly all the latter reached their homes only to die, 
laying down their lives a voluntary sacrifice for the land of 
their nativity, its liberty and laws, to perpetuate in their day 
and generation those blessings purchased by the suffering 
and blood of their fathers, and transmit in turn, untarnished 
and unimpaired, these precious benefits to their posterity in 
all coming generations. 

(1422) Albion K., b. March 27, 1822; m. Elizabeth 
Brown, June 28, 1846. They have one son. 

(1423) David, b. March. 29, 1827; never married. Died 
Noy. 10, 1850, in California. 

Nathaniel Peirce (No. 679), the parent, was a soldier in 
the last war with England, and served in a company com- 
manded by Capt. Thompson, of Montville, Maine, and for 
which he received from the government a grant of land. 
Thanks are due to Mr. Albion K. Peirce (No. 1422) for what 
here appears concerning the family of Nathaniel Peirce and 
wife Esther Dyer. Nathaniel (No. 679) d. Oct. 13, 1847, 
and Esther his wife d. Sept. 28, 1863. 


NatuHan Perrce (No. 680), 


Son of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary Rider, 
resides in Greenfield, Me. ; m. Betsey Blake, of Castine, Me. 


THE PEIRCE: FAMILY. 435 


Naraan Petrce (No. 680) and wife Brersry Buaxe had: | 


(1424) A son, name not learned, merchant at Oldtown. 
I Ce ‘“« educated for the ministry. 


Extras Perrce (No. 681), 


Son of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary Rider, 
never married, and he is dead. 


Rosert Perce (No. 683), 
Son of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary Rider, was 
a lumbermah, and removed from Maine to Ohio. Married 
Delia Hamblin, of Knox, Me. They are said to have had 
-. several children, but whose names I could not obtain. 


AxraL Pertrce (No. 684), 


Son of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary Rider, m. 
Lydia Foster. Abial Peirce and wife Lydia are dead. 


Asiat Perrce (No. 684) and wife Lypra Foster had : 
(1426) Albert, resides in California. 

(1427) Acchild, “ ‘“ New Hampshire. 

(1428) “ * that died. 

(1429) 6c 73 14 6é 

(1430) <a 2 73 66 

(1431) 66 6c 66 6G 

(1432) 66 &6 66 6 


Mercy Perrce (No. 685), 

Daughter of Nathaniel Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary 
Rider, m. J. Bean, of Montville, Me., and they are said to 
have had seven children, whose names were not communi« 
cated to the author of this book. 


J. Bran and wife Mercy Peirce (No. 685) had: 
(1433) A son, who is a practising physician. 
(1434) : 

(1435) 
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(1436) 
(1437) 
(1438) 
(1439) 
Cetta Perrce (No. 686), 


Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary 
Rider, m. Abial Cushman and removed to Kansas. 


Asta, Cusuman and wife Crria Petrcr (No. 686) had: 
(1440) Augustus, who is a merchant at Lee, Maine. 


Mary Perrce (No. 687), 


Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary 
Rider, m. Doct. Cass, Belfast, Me. He is now dead. 


Doct. Cass and wife Mary Petrce (No. 687) had: 


(1441) A child, name and sex not learned. 
(1442) 6G é 66 ¢é 14 73 73 
The mother and children removed to Lowell, Mass. 


Euiza Peirce (No. 688), 


Daughter of Nathan Peirce (No. 161) and wife Mary 
Rider, m. Worthing. 


—— Worruine and wife Exiza Petrce Te 688) had : 


(1443) A daughter, Be married. 

(1444) 66 66 : 66 

The writer of this a history has been assured, by what 
he deems reliable authority, that of the numerous posterity 
of Nathan Peirce (No. 161), no one was ever arrested for, 
or implicated in, any crime. 

Nathan (No. 161) is said to have removed from Paris, Me. 
to Davistown, now Montville, in or about 1800. He was 
for many years a Deacon of the Baptist church, and is tra- 
ditionally reported to have served as a soldier in a Maine 
company in the last war with England, he being at that 
time more than 50 years of age. 
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_ His next older brother, William Peirce (No. 160), as a 
soldier in the forces from northern New York, laid down 
his life for his country Nov. 5, 1812; he being at that time 
more than 53 years old, and of course a volunteer, as his age 
exempted him from service in the militia, and also from 
draft. 

But it should ever be borne in mind, that they were sons 
of the brave captain and meritorious officer, Abial Peirce 
(No. 57), who participated in all the wars in which this 
_ country was engaged from 1755 until 1782, and also, that 

on the maternal side they were the grandsons of Capt. Wil- 

liam Canedy, who against such desperate odds successfully 
defended the fort at Saint George’s River, during the furious 
_ assaults and protracted siege it suffered in the wintry month 

of December, 1723 (for an account of which see pages 106 

and 107 of this book), an exploit, which is scarcely paral- 

leled in the records of those times. 


re a | * ven eee . = —<—* 


AxstaAL Peirce (No. 707), 


Son of Abial Peirce (No. 165) and wife Deborah Sears, 
was b. March 6, 1796, and m. Eliza Cushman.* He was a 
_ house carpenter, and owned and occupied the farm now 

owned by and the residence of Col. Abial Peirce Robinson. 

It was then in Rochester, but now Acushnet, Mass. In local 
militia of Rochester he was commissioned Ensign, July 25, 

1821. Promoted to Captain June 21,1824. This company 

was then in the 4th Reg’t, of which Ephraim Ward, of 

Middleboro’, was Colonel, Peter Hoar Peirce, of M., Lieu- 

tenant-Colonel, Branch Harlow, Major, and Arad Thomp- 

son, Adjutant. Brig.-Gen. Abial Washburn, of M., com- 
manded the Brigade, and Maj.-Gen. Benjamin Lincoln, of 

New Bedford, the Division. Capt. Abial Peirce died in 

Macon, Georgia, in or about 1855. . 


* They separated several years before his death. This is the fifth case of a sepa- 
ration, either with or without divorce, that has come td the writer’s knowledge in 
tracing the Peirce family history. 
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Capt. Anrat Perrce (No. 707) and wife Burra Cosmas ane ™ 


(1445) Francis T. 

(1446) James H. 

(1447) Harriet N. 

(1448) Abial, b. Feb. 12, 1826; m. April 15, 1856, © 
Mary E. Peirce (No. 1451), of La Salle, Illinois—his cousin. 
He is a patron of this publication. For late war he enlisted 
Aug. 21, 1862, as a private soldier in Company B, 32d Reg't 
of Iowa Infantry ; appointed Corporal, April 8, 1863 ; and 
Sergeant, July 26, 1864. He participated in ten battles ; 
and at Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 15, 1864, was wounded. 
Honorably discharged, Aug. 24, 1865. Thanks are due to 
him for information. 


(1449) Eliza C. 3 


Naruanie, S. Perrce (No. 710), 
Son of Abial Peirce (No. 165) and wife Deborah Sears, 
was b. Sept. 20, 1804, and m. Mary Simmons. 


~Naruanret S. Perrce (No. 710) and wife Mary Simmons had : 

(1450) Deborah S., b. July 31, 1831. 

(1451) Mary E., b. April 15, 1833; m. April 15, 1856, 
Abial Peirce, her cousin (No. 1448), of Owen’s Groye, Cerro. 
Gordo county, Iowa. 

(1452) Samuel N., b. Jan. 2, 1835. 

(1453) Nathan, b. Noy. 21, 1835; d. 1841. 

(1454) Nathaniel, b. Aug. 19, 1840. 

(1455) Lucy, b. May 12, 1842. 

(4456) Hannah V., b. March 8, 1845. 

(1457) Susan, b. Oct. 4, 1846. 

(1458) Betsey W., b. Dec. 31, 1848. 

(1459) Love, b. April 21, 1850. 

(1460) Ebenezer, b. July 18, 1854. 


Tyter Perrce (No. 714), 
Son of Abial Peirce (No, 165), and second wife Mehitable 
(Barden) Thomas, was b. March 4, 1816, and m. Sophia T. 
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Sherman. He is a subscriber to this work, and the writer’s 
thanks are due him for information. 


Tyrer Perrce (No. 714) and wife Sopmia T. Suerman had : 


(1461) Charles T., b. Sept. 9, 1848; m. Jan. 7, 1869, 
Mary J. Taber. 

(1462) Franklin E., b. March 17, 1852. 

(1463) Abial R., b. Aug. 28, 1856. 


EBENEZER W. Perrce (No. 766), 

Son of Ebenezer Peirce, Esq. (No. 191) and wife Joanna 
Weaver, was b. April 5, 1822; m. Dec. 13, 1849, Irene I. 
Payne, of Freetown. He is the writer of this family histo- 
ry and genealogy, and resides in the house where he was 
born, at Assonet Village, Freetown, Mass. For further 


particulars see pages 354, 355 and 356 of this book. 


EBENEZER W. Prtrce (No. 766) and wife Irene I. Payner* had: 


(1464) Pembroke,f first son, b. in Middleboro’, now Lake- 
ville, May 29, 1851; d. May 29, 1851. Buried in Peirce 
family cemetery, then in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, Mass. 

(1465) Palo Alto, second son, b. at Assonet Village, 
Freetown, Jan. 22, 1853. Isa student of the Academy in 
Bridgewater, Mass. Was with his father at Newport News, 
in Virginia, when the Merrimac destroyed the Congress and 
Cumberland.t 


* Daughter of Capt. Sylvanus S. Payne, of Freetown. 

+ The house in which this child was born, and then standing on the Peirce farm 
in Middleboro’, now Lakeville, was accidentally destroyed by fire November 1, 1856. 
It was erected by Ebenezer Peirce, Esq. (No. 191), in or about 1818; was of two 
stories, with a large two-story porch. It was occupied by Ebenezer W. Peirce as a 
family residence from March 26, 1851, until March, 1854, and then rented or leased 
out until destroyed, being to him a total loss. He at that time owned several houses: 
and this of all was the only one that was not insured. 

{ This child, with his mother, was then (March 8, 1862), paying the writer a visit 
in his quarters at Newport News in Virginia, and as they were going to the rear 
one of the largest class shells from the Merrimac burst so near them as to bespatter 
the boy with dirt thrown up by the explosion. 

The rebels ranged their guns too high to domuch injury to the Union camp, and 
most of their shells passed harmlessly over head, striking far in the rear where the 
non-combatants had fled for safety. ¥ 
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Cuarzes I, Perrce (No. 786) and wife Harner O. Pornan® 
had: 
(1466) Charles Frederick, b. Feb. 11, 1863. | 
(1467) Mary Porter, b. Sept. 10, 1865 ; d, April 6, 1867. 


Evsripvcre G. Prrrce (No. 818) and wife Saran Gornam had: 
(1468) Henry M., b. March 11, 1825 ; m. in 1854, Han- 
nah Hanson, of Dover, N. H. 
(1469) Edwin R., b. March 2, 1827; m. January, 1857, 
Martha White, of Canton, Conn. 
(1470) George P., b. May 21, 1829; m. Dec., 1854, 
Mary P. Bates, of Gardiner, Maine. aa 
(1471) Charles C., b. May 7, 1831. Lost at sea in Oc- 
tober, 1852. Was on a whaling voyage. 


(1472) Sarah J., b. Dec. 2, 1833; m, October, 1857, 


James Morrow, of Portsmouth, N. H. 

(1473) Mary F., b. January 19, 1835; d. in Livermore, 
Me., June 19, 1838. 

(1474) Elbridge G., b. Feb. 4, 1837. Is Post Master 
at Portsmouth, N. H.; m. Jan., 1865, Fanny M. Hadley, of 
Portsmouth. Appointed Post-Master May 24, 1869. 

(1475) Lizzie C., b. April 4, 1839; m. Oct., 1859; D- 
Wadley, of Portsmouth, N. H. 

(1476) Ella M., b. Feb. 4, 1844; m. May, 1864, Wil- 
liam E. Hadley, of Portsmouth, N. H. 

(1477) William C., b. Oct. 29, 1846; d. in Gardiner, 
Me., June 29, 1848. 


(1478) Willie, b. Oct. 22, 1848; d. in Gardiner, Me., — 


Oct. 27, 1848. 


EBENEZER Htnpst and wife Louisa V. Perrce (No. 819) had: © 
(1479) Ebenezer Peirce, graduated at Harvard College. — 


* Harriet, the mother, was a daughter of Israel W. Putnam, D.D., and wife 
Harriet Osgood. 

+ Ebenezer Hinds, the parent, was a lineal descendant of Rev. Ebenezer Hinds, of 
Middleboro’ (now Lakeville), and second wife Lydia Bartlett, through Ebenezer 
Hinds, Jr., and wife Charity Canedy, and Ebenezer Hinds, 3d, and wife Anna 
Hatitaway. i 
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He Was in the Engineer Corps in the late war, and perished 
__ in the service of his country. 
(1480) John, is a master mariner—a whaleman. 

(1481) Lucy. Resides in Pittston, Me. 


(1482) Louisa. aS 66 6c 3 


Capt. Arruur Cox and wife Jurra M. Perrce (No. 820) had : 


(1483) Elizabeth Peirce, b. March 17, 1829; m. Aug. 
_ 19, 1857, David McDaniel, and they have one child. 
(1484) Sarah Frances, b. April 7, 1831; d. Feb. 2, 1835. 
| (1485) Arthur P., b. Feb. 1, 1833. 
(1486) William W., b. Dec. 26, 1835. 
_ (1487) Sarah Frances, b. Sept. 6, 1838; d. Sept. 16, 
1838. 
(1488) Sarah F., b. Dec. 13, 1839. | 
Arthur, the parent, died in Fairhaven, Mass., Aug. 19, 
1868. He had been a ship-master—a whaleman. 


. STEPHEN Brown and wife Mary Prtrcr (No. 822) had: 


(1489) Julia, m. Josiah Chase, of Limington, Maine. 
(1490) Sandford, is in Tennessee. 

(1491) Frank, resides in Portland, Maine. 

(1492) Lucy, died. 
(1493) Anna, “ 


Jos Prrrce (No. 823) and wife Exizasern Davis had: 
(1494) Frank, now in California. 

(1495) George, “ “ ss 

(1496) William, « se 


. JosEPH IrtsH and wife Susan Petrce (No. 824) had: 
(1497) Joseph, is in California. | 
(1498) Emma, resides in E. Limington, Maine. 
(1499) Frances, resides in Camden, New Jersey. 
(1500) William, resides in Camden, New Jersey. 
(1501) Isabella, died. 
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AtLEN Drew and wife Cuariry Petrce (No. 826) had: 
(1502) John H., is master of a ship in the India trade; 
m. Louisa Lancaster, of Farmingdale, Me. 
(1503) Louisa, m. Robert Cook, of Camden, N. Jersey. 
(1504) Edwin. 
(1505) Peirce, resides at Hallowell, Me. 


Dea. Witu14M S§. Perrce (No. 831) and wife PRrupENcE K. 
Dean had: 


(1506) Wiliam H., b. June 12, 1836 ; not married. 

(1507) Hannah K., b. Sept. 8, 1837; d. Sept. 29, 1866. 

(1508) Lizzie T., b. April 6, 1841; m. es 22, 1863, 
Charles F. Edson. 

(1509) Elijah D., b. Aug. 6, 1843; d. Aug. 1843. 


By 2d wife Mrs. Hutpan L. Wasxsurn :* 
(1510) Bradford H., b. Oct. 28, 1846; d. July 4, 1863. 
(1511) Franklin, b. Dec. 28, 1848; d. Feb. 20, 1852. 
(1512) ‘Louisa F., b. Sept. 28, 1855. 
(1513) Clarence E., b. Dec. 27, 1858. 


Henry Peirce (No. 832), ) 

Son of Henry Peirce (No. 213), and wife Hannah Sher- 

man, was b. in Rochester, Mass., Aug. 28, 1812; m. Dec. 

30, 1835, Susan S. Leach, of Middleboro’, and remoyed to 

North Adams, Mass., where they now.reside. He is a sub- 

scriber to this history and genealogy, and the thanks of the 
writer are due him for information. | 


Henry Peirce (No. 832) and wife Susan S. Lzacu had: 

(1514) Hannah Sherman, b. Aug. 11, 1887, at Water- 
ville, Me. 

(1515) Susan Jackson, b. Sept. 5, 1839, at Waterville, 
Me. 


* The author is indebted to Mrs. Huldah L. Peirce for what he has giyen con- 
cerning the children of Dea. William 8. Peirce. 
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(1516) Harriet Drown, b. March 28, 1841, at Middle- 


boro’, Mass., and d. Aug. 26, 1847. 


(1517) Mary Merrihew, b. Jan. 24, 1843, at New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 

(1518) Henry Theodore, b. Oct. 24, 1844, at New 
Bedford. Resides in the city of New York. Is a patron of 
this publication. 

(1519) Ephraim Leach, b. Aug. 26, 1846, at N. Bedford, 
and d. July 19, 1859. 

(1520) Elbridge Gerry, b. Aug. 11, 1848, at N. Bedford. 


Resides in New York city. Is a subscriber for this work. 


(1521) Orra L., b. Feb. 12, 1855, at N. Bedford. 
(1522) William G. E., b. Oct. 2, 1857, at N. Bedford. 


Goprrey Taser and wife Hannan Peirce (No. 833) had: 
(1523) Amos. 
(1524) Henry Peirce. 


Eaton and wife Repecca Perrce (No. 834) had: 
(1525) Rebecca Peirce. 


Mary L. Peirce (No. 835), 

Daughter of Henry Peirce (No. 213) and second wife 
Phebe Lombard, was b. April 13, 1820; m. Nov. 5, 1840, 
Phineas Merrihew, of Fairhayen. She is a subscriber to 
this publication, and thanks are due her for information. 

Phebe, the mother, died May 1, 1853, aged 64 years. 


_Purveas Merrimew and wife Mary L. Perrcz (No. 835) 
had : 


(1526) Kelley H., b. Aug. 138, 1842; d. Aug. 3, 1843. 

(1527) Lucinda P., b. Nae. 25, 1843 ; m. Oct. 16, 1866, 
Charles T. Jenks. 

(1528) M. Ellen, b. April 23, 1845. 

(1529) Catharine R.,b. May 13, 1847; d. Oct. 25, 1851. 

(1530) Charles E., b. Dec. 15, 1852. 
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(1531) George C., b. Sept. 1, 1855. 
(1532) Alice L., b. Oct. 5, 1862; a. July 29, 1865. 


SamueL Petrce (No. 836), 

Son of Henry Peirce (No. 213) and wife Phebe Lombard, 
was b. Feb. 22, 1822; never m. Died in San Francisco, 
Cal., Jan. 29, 1858. His sister Lucinda Taber Peirce, b. in 
1824, d. in Oct. 1831. : 


Enocu Peirce (No. 864), 


Son of Ensign George Peirce (No. 247) and wife Content 
Eyans ; m. Jan. 16, 1806, Mary Bourne, of Freetown. 


Enocu Petrce (No. 864) and wife Mary Bourne had: 
(1533) Hermon. 
(1534) George. 


TRYPHENA Pertrce (No. 865), 

Daughter of Ensign George Peirce (No. 247) and wife 
Content Evans, m. Jan. 5, 1800, Ensign Freeman Peirce 
(No. 308), of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. For names of — 
their children, see page 401 of this book. They removed 
to Chenango county, N. Y. He was commissioned’ Ensign 
of local militia in Middleboro’ (now Lakeville), May 4, 1802, 
Beach Woods Co. George Peirce (No. 247) was Ensign of 
same company from Sept. 25, 1792. 


Joseph Hari and wife Sarty Perrce (No. 866) had: 
(1535) Philip, unmarried. 
(1536) Persis, married Elijah Stoddard. 
(1537) Sally, i George Kimball. 


Henry Pickens and wife Mercy Perrcz (No. 867) had: 

(1538) James, m. twice. First, 1832, Eliza Chase, of 
Freetown. She d. and he m. second, He was com- 
missioned, April 28, 1827, Ensign in the local militia of Mid- 
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 dleboro’ (now ee the Pond Company so called ; pro- 
_ moted to Lieutenant July 19, 1828; and to Captain, May 
_ 29,1829. Honorably discharged at the disbandment of 
that company, May 30, 1830. This company was in 4th 
- Regiment, of which Darius Miller, of Wareham, was 
~ Colonel, Thomas Weston, Jr., of Middleboro’, Lieut. Colo- 

nel, and Oliver Eaton, of M., Major. Brigadier General 
Benjamin King, of Abington, commanded the Brigade, and 
Major General Shepherd. Leach, of Easton, the Division. 
Capt. James Pickens, in or about 1832, was proprietor of 
a stage line from New Bedford to Providence, via Assonet. . 

(1539) Henry, m. , and removed to the West. 

Henry, the parent, in 1834 and 735, kept a tavern at As- 
sonet, Freetown. 


Joun Petrce (No. 870), 

Son of Hermon Peirce (No. 248) and wife Rachel Hoar, 
b. Feb. 18, 1799, and m. June 19, 1823, Bathsheba Wins- 
low, of Berkley. The date of their marriage given on page 
882 of this book is erroneous. They were united in mar- 
riage by Kbenezer Peirce, Esq. (No. 191). 


JouN Petrce (No. 870) and wife Barasuzsa Wrinstow had: 
(1540) Hermon, b. Oct. 3, 1824; m. May —, 1858, 
Elizabeth Parris, of Lakeville, Mass. They have 2 children, 


Levi Pemcer (No. 871)-and wife Lucy V. Harnaway had: 

(1541) James M.,b. Aug. 16,1838 ; m. Maggie Cameron. 
- (1542) Betsey, b. Aug. 18, 1841 ; lives single. 

(1543) PP. Philander, b. Aug. 29, 1843; m. Abby Ash- 
ley, of Lakeville, a daughter of Luther Ashley (No. 938) 
and wife Theodora Caswell, granddaughter of Luther Ash- 
ley and wife Abigail Peirce (No. 260). 


J. Harvey Pickens and wife Racurt Perrce (No. 872) had: 
(1544) George. 
(1545) Rachel. 
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Name of parent, on page 382, was by mistake given as 
Perkins. 


Parure H. Perrce (No. 873) and wife Anicam Prcxens had: 
James P., b. Sept. 24, 1835. Is a Selectman and Over- 

seer of the Poor of Lakeville, and a subscriber to this gene- 

alogy. | 

(1546) Henry, b. March 16, 1837. Stone cutter. 

(1547) Ellen, b. July 12, 1840; m. Stephen Hinds, of 
Lakeville, a son of Sumner Hinds and wife Chloe Ashley 
(No. 934), and grandson of Luther Ashley and wife Abigail 
Pierce (No. 260). 

Abigail, the mother, is descended from John Pickens and 
wife Margaret Steel, through James Pickens and wife Mar- 
garet Strobridge and George Pickens and wife Abigail Har- 
vey, all of Middleboro’, now Lakeville. 


NaruanreL Harwoop and wife Lois Petcr (No. 874) had: 
(1548) Samuel G. 
(1549) Sarah, m. Eleazer A, Bemis. 
(1550) Betsey S., m. Charles Brigham. 
(1551) Nathaniel. 
(1552) Mary, died young. 
(1553) Ann. 


Joun A. Kixasury and wife Ann Pemcer (No. 876) had: : 
(1554) Joel M. He is a subscriber to this work. 


Eras Barrierr and wife Lucy B. Prtcer (No. 877) had: 
(1555) , died in infancy. 
(1556) Hiram P. A patron of this publication. 
(1557) Lucy B., m. Rev. Wm. P. Blackmar. 


Hermon Perce (No. 878), 
Second son and fifth child of Levi Peirce (No. 249), and 
wife Lucy Peirce (No. 263), was b. in Brookfield, Mass., 
March 11, 1817, and m. March 28, 1846, Tryphena S. Pat- 
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- ten. In 1841 he removed to Wisconsin, and settled at or 
_ near Sheboygan Falls. Was among the very first from that 
_ State to enter the military service of his country in the late 
_ war of the great rebellion, enlisting April 19, 1861, as a 
private soldier in Co. C, 4th Reg’t Wisconsin Infantry, and 
was afterwards made a Corporal. He participated in three 
fights, and was discharged July 28, 1862, his health having 
become seriously impaired from chronic diarrhea. He is a 
subscriber to this work, ayd thanks are due to him for infor- 
mation. 


Hermon Peirce (No. 878) and wife Tryrnena 8. Parren had: 


(1558) LeviH..,b. at Plymouth, Wisconsin, Feb. 3, 1847, 
enlisted Oct. 24, 1864, as a soldier in the Ist Reg. of Wis- 
consin Heavy Artillery, from which he was discharged at the 
end of the war. Married March 31, 1868, Mary Turner. 
(1559) Hiram P., b. Feb. 22,1849, at Sheboygan Falls ; 

d. July 28, 1849. 
(1560) Ara P., b. May 1, 1851. 
(1561) Azel B., b. June 2+, 1853. 
(1562) Daniel S., b. Aug. 15, 1855. 
(1563) Lucy E., b. May 5, 1858. 
(1564) Olive F., b. Sept. 4, 1860. 


Enos Perrce (No. 903), 


Son of Oliver Peirce, Esq. (No. 252) and wife Amy Peirce 
(No. 324), was b. Feb. 5, 1811; and m. Jan. 20, 1848, 
Peddie Haskins. 


Eyos Perrce (No. 903) and wife Peppiz Haskins had : 
(1565) John M., b. Nov. 18, 1851; d. Jan. 27, 1863, 
(1566) Amy, b. July 13, 1855. 


Jos Prrrce, Esq. (No. 904) and wife Kunicr Extis a 0. ae) 
had : 


(1567) Polly H., b. Nov. 18, 1855. 
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(1568) Judith N., b. July 27, 1859. 
(1569) Lucy M., b. Dec. 17, 1863. 
(1570) Eunice, b. April 29, 1865. 


STEPHEN Peirce, Esq. (No. 905) and wife Horr Prrrce 
(No. 948) had : 


(1571) Stephen H., b. July 9, 1842; m. March 19, 1867, 
Julia Field, of Taunton. 

(1572) Bartlett C., b. July 3, 1844. 

(1573) A daughter, b. April 18, 1848 ; d. May 16, 1848. 

(1574) Washington I., b. May 11, 1849. 

(1575) Amy, b. Sept. 14, 1851. 

(1576) Hope, b. Aug. 23, 1854. 

(1577) Oliver E., b. Dec. 9, 1855. 


Ezra Ciarx (No. 808) and wife Ruru Pemcer (No. 906) had: 
(1578) Mary F. 
(1579) Amy, died young. 
(1580) Lucy. 
(1581) Abner F. 


Oxiver A. Perrce (No. 907) and wife Saran A. Pickens 
had : 

(1582) Mary. 

(1583) A son. 


Joun A. Wititams and wife Amy Peirce (No. 908) had: 
(1584) John A. 

(1585) Lysander. 

(1586) A daughter, died young. 

(1587) Lucy. 

We are indebted to Job Peirce, Esq. (No. 904) for what 


has been given concerning families of Ezra Clark, Oliver 
A. Peirce and John A. Williams. 
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A Son (No. 913), 

Bgaia not learned, but a child of Isaac Peirce (No. 254) 
and wife Weston, lived, or lives, in tradition, and is 
‘therein represented as being of weak intellect and feeble 
mind. Probably never married. Isaac (No. 254) was one 
of a very small number of the Peirce family that became 
paupers, and his worthlessness was evidently inherited from 


' his mother and her side of the house. (See pages 150 and 


151 of this book.) Silas Hathaway, the maternal grand- 
father of Isaac Peirce, took to wife a woman named Debo- 
rah Carlisle; and at least one weakness that has character- 
ized many of her posterity —of the Hathaway, Peirce and 
other names —long since came to be called the ‘“ Carlisle 
ail.” Deborah is said to have been Irish, or of Irish descent. 


Atyin T. Perrce (No. 922) and wife Ruopa Wiis had: 


(1588) Alvin W., b. June 14, 1828; m. June 15, 1850, 
Betsey Dean. He is a patron of this work. 

(1589) Rhoda M., b. Jan. 27, 1833; m. 1857, Ethan E. 
Peirce (No. 1079), of Lakeville. He is a subscriber for 
this book. . | ; 

(1590) Cynthia T., b. Sept. 2, 1840; m. April 24, 1867, 
G. H. Padelford, of Taunton. 


Tsaac Ricuaonp and wife Cynruta Peirce (No. 923) had: 


(1591) Rowena P. T., b. Nov..17, 1822; m. Cas- 
well, of Fall River. 

(1592) Silas P., b. June 19, 1831;. m. June 16, 1850, 
Elizabeth T. Haskins, of Berkley. They lived together about 
sixteen years, had six children and then separated. 

We deem it a matter of congratulation that after the scru- 
tinizing search given by the writer of this work to learn, 
not only the names but_also the minds and manners of 
the Peirce family, for the full term of two hundred and 
forty-seven years, this is the sixth case brought to his know- 
ledge of the separation of a married couple, without. the 
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severing of that bond by the death of one of the parties, 
and are fully persuaded that there are very few, if in fact 
- any, other families in the country that can trace their history 
and genealogy to the 1592d person, and find no more than: 
six cases of such separation. Justice to Elizabeth, the wife, 
requires that we state she has ever maintained a good cha- 
racter. She is a daughter of Cyrus Haskins. 


Cuartes T. Peirce (No. 949) and wife Mary Sampson had: 


(1593) George A., b. Nov. 4, 1841. 

(1594) Abbie K., b. Aug. 6, 1843; m. Jos. E. Church, 
of Rochester, Mass. 

(1595) Charles E., b. March 19, 1845. 

(1596) Seth K., b. Aug. 30, 1847. 

(1597) A son, b. Dec. 2, 1849; d. Jan. 11, 1850. 

(1598) Frederick A., b. Feb. 8, 1851; d. Aug. 17, 1852. 

(1599) <A daughter, b. May 27,1853; d. May 28, 1853. 

(1600) AnnaS., b. July 21, 1854; d. Feb. 22, 1855. 

(1601) Frederick A., b. Jan. 31, 1856. 

(1602) Frank S., b. March 27, 1859. 

(1603) Annie L. W., b. Jan. 20, 1862. 

Charles T. Peirce, the parent, is a farmer. Resides in 
Lakeville, Mass. Is a subscriber to this publication, and 
thanks are due him for information. 


Grorce L. Petrce (No. 950), 

Son of George Peirce (No. 265) and wife Eunice Tink- 
ham, was b. Sept. 22, 1818; m. in the State of Wisconsin. 
His wife was a widow — name not learned by the writer of 
this book. Her maiden name was Briggs, and she was a 
daughter of Abiatha Briggs. She died in or near Aug., — 
1868. George L. Peirce and wife had no children. | 


Lronarp Ranpatt and wife Eunice J. Petrce (No. 951) had: 
(1604) Jeremiah. 
(1605) Anna P. 
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(1606) Eunice M. 
(1607) George P. 


Davw S. Perce (No. 955) and wife Priscrrta Morse had: 
(1608) Adnah P. 


Joun T. Peirce (No. 958) and wife Hannan Taytor had: 
(1609) Silas. 
(1610) Sarah. 


Grorce Doverass and wife Atsapa Price (959) had: 
(1611) George A., m. Flavella L. Barrows, of Lakeville. 


Davin P. Asutry (No. 935) and wife Atsanpa Perrce Douc- 
Lass (No. 959) had: 
(1612) Chester. | 


Isaac O. Petrce (No. 961) and wife Jutta M. Brown had: 
(1613) Anna 8. 
(1614) . Francis P. 
(1615) Mary B. 
(1616) Anna M., b. May 25, 1866. 


Information concerning this family and those of David S. 
Peirce, George Douglass and David P. Ashley, was commu- 
nicated by Isaac O. Peirce, the parent (No. 961), who was 
a soldier in the 7th Reg’t Mass. Infantry in the late war, from 
- April, 1861, to March 29, 1862. Discharged for disability 

acquired in the military service. - 


BensaAmin Perrce (No. 973) and wife Mary A. Var had: 


(1617) George, who was a soldier in Co. F, 29th Reg’t 
Mass. Infantry for three years service, from the date of the 
organization of that regiment, Dec. 13, 1861. 

(1618) Frank. 

(1619) <A child, d. in infancy. Sex not learned. 

(1620) <A child, d. in infancy. Sex not learned. 
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Puitre Peirce (No. 974) and wife had : 
(1621) Ada Philinda. 


Davin R. Petrce (No. 1012) and wife Saran Wirzur had: 

(1622) Harriet S., b. June 14, 1828; m. Jan. 29, 1854, 
Frederick A. Mickell, and they have two children. 

(1623) Mary E., b. Sept. 12, 1830. 

(1624) Ebenezer H., b. July 21, 1833. 

(1625) Sarah J., b. Jan. 25, 1836; m. May 6, 1859, 
Lewis H. Pratt, of Middleboro’, Had one child that died 
in infancy. } 

(1626) Walter A., b. Aug. 5, 1838; m. April 7, 1863, 
Harriet T. Lucas, of New Bedford. They have had three 
children. He was a sailor of the frigate Congress, and one 
of the few whose lives were saved when she was destroyed — 
by the Merrimac, March 8, 1862. Served in Navy three 
years. Was the first man of his neighborhood who yolun- 
teered in the late war. 

(1627) David B., b. July 30, 1840; m. Feb. 20, 1864, 
Sarah. E. Gammons, of Acushnet, and have had one child. 
He served three years in the 5th Mass. Battery, in the late 
‘ war, and then reénlisted for remainder of the war. 

(1628) John W.,b. Oct. 31, 1842; m. May 16, 1867, 
Lydia M. Smith, of New Bedford. He was a soldier in the 
3d Reg’t Mass. Infantry, for nine months’ service, in the late 
war of the rebellion, that being the second tour of service 
that Regiment performed. The first tour was at the first 
call, and under Col. David W. Wardrop, of New Bedford, 
John H. Jennings being Major, and afterwards Colonel eh by 
promotion. 

(1629) Francis A., b. April 11, 1845. 

(1630) Laura T., b. Sept. 11, 1848; d. Dec. 20, 1850. 


JosepH CHAsE and wife Arice H. Petrce (No. 1013) had: 
(1631) Irene P., b. Sept. 7, 1829; d. Aug. 19, 1882. 
(1632) Alexander J., b. May 16,1834; d. Dec. 3, 1835. 
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(1633) Joseph, b. Sept. 13, 1836; m. Celia K. Goddard. 
(1634) Charles, b. Feb. 5, 1840; d. March 29, 1840. 
(1635) Alice P., b. Nov. 28, 1846. 


Anprew McCumper and wife Mary A. Perrcz (No. 1014) 
had: | 

(1636) Mary E., b. April 8, 1833. 

(1637) Ann L.,b. July 19, 1834. 

(1638) Ellen F., b. Aug. 4, 1838. 

(1639) Andrew J., b. Dec. 19, 1840. 

(1640) Benjamin F., b. Sept. 19, 1842; d. Nov. 21, 1862, 
_ (1641) George W., b. Oct. 5, 1845. 

(1642) Hattie H., b. July 25, 1847. 


Lewis L. Bartierr and wife Syrvia H. Perce (No. 1019) 
had : | 

(1643) Mary P., b. July 2, 1840; d. March 13, 1841. 

(1644) George O., b. Nov. 3, 1843; m. Jan. 18, 1866, 
Mary A. Williamson, of Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sylvia, the mother, after the death of Lewis L. Bartlett, 
contracted a second marriage, becoming the wife of Samuel 
Williamson, of Philadelphia, July 2, 1868. Lewis L. Bart- 
lett d. April 15, 1850. She removed to Philadelphia in 
December, 1866. 


Lieut. Apranam Perrce (No. 1024) and wife Lucy Dovetass 
had : 


(1645) Deborah, b. Oct. 14, 1836; m. Jan. 8, 1860, 
John T. Mann. She had an illegitimate child before mar- 
riage. He was a Union soldier in the late war, 3d Mass. 
Cavalry. 

(1646) Almira, b. May 3, 1838; d. May 6, 1840. 

(1647) Sarah, b. Oct. 11, 1842; m. Charles H. Benton, 
a Cavalry soldier in 3d Mass. 

(1648) Susan E., died young. 

(1649) Abby, b. Dec. 23, 1849; m. George Smith, a 
39* 
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soldier of the Union army during the war of the great 
rebellion. 

Lucy, the mother, was descended from John Douglas, of 
Swansey, through Hugh and wife Phebe Pain, David and ~ 
wife Haskins. It*was a Company made up of what 
had been the “ Pond Company” and the ‘ Beech Woods,” 
of which Abraham the parent was Lieutenant, Silas P. Ash- 
ley being Captain. Lieut. Abraham Peirce was a son of 
Anson Peirce (No. 286) and wife Sally Hatheway, grandson 
of Abraham Peirce (No. 73) and wife Priscilla Reed, great- 
grandson of Elisha Peirce (No. 26) and wife Margaret Pain, 
who was a sister of Phebe Pain, the wife of Hugh Douglas. 


Baker Dovetas and wife Anna Petrce (No. 1025) had: 

(1650) John. 

(1651) Mary. 

Baker Douglas, the parent, was a son of Dayid Douglas 
and wife Haskins, grandson of Hugh Douglas and 
wife Phebe Pain, and great-grandson of John Douglas, of 
Swansey and afterwards of Freetown. Baker Douglas was 
killed while hunting in the forest, being shot through the 
head from an accidental discharge of his gun. 


Erxanan Perrce (No. 1078) and wife Hannan C. Harr 
had: 


(1652) Hannah S., b. Dec. 8, 1851. 


Ernan E. Perrce (No. 1079) and Ruopa M. Perrce (No. 
1589) had: 

(1653) Eliza M., b. March 23, 1859. 

(1654) William Chester, b. April 5, 1861. 

(1655) Rhoda W., b. June 15, 1864. — 

(1656) Ethan, b. Feb. 10, 1868. 


Wit1am H. Perrce (No. 1082) and wife Apetare Burr had: 
(1657) Amy, b. Feb. 1851. , 
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(1658) Eva A. ; 
(1659) <A daughter, b. March 10, 1859; d. April 9, 1859. 
Adelaide, the mother, died April 9, 1859. 


James Pertrce (No. 1083) and wife Mary SrropripcE had : 


(1660) Ebenezer S., b. July 12, 1850; d. May 3, 1857. 
(1661) Mary Ella, b. Dec, 24, 1856. 
(1662) James Alton, b. Oct. 10, 1859. 

(1663) Susan Strobridge, b. Feb. 3, 1867. 

~ James, the parent, is a civil engineer, aud one of the most 


wealthy men of Lakeville, Mass. Thanks are due him for 
information. 


Hiram Perrce (No. 1115), 


Son of Lieut. Jacob Peirce (No. 345) and wife Betsey 
Lamb, was born Oct. 23, 1807, and lived single. 


Lucius Petrce (No. 1116) and wife Ate en Barnes had : 


(1664) Sarah E., b. May 4, 1839; m. April 21, 1858, 
William P. Beals, of Hinsdale, Mass., and they had a daugh- 
ter born Aug. 16, 1859, and Band Sirk Alice. Sanat 
HK. d. Aug. 25, 1859. 

(1665) Mary E., b. Aug. 3, 1841; m. Aug. 28, 1860, 
William P. Beals, a Hinsdale, and they nave one child 
named Mary Lizzie, b. March 27, 1866. 

(1666) Emma M., b. Jan. 5, 1846. She has been of 
essential service in affording to the writer information con- 
cerning the Peirces residing at Hadley and Amherst, and 
will for her kindness please accept his heart-felt thanks. 

(1667) Hattie E., b. June 10, 1856. 


Frank Perrce (No. 1118) and wife Lucrrerra SanpErson 
had: 


(1668) Daniel, m. Hattie Lamb, of North Brookfield. 
(1669) Elizabeth, m. twice. First, Edward Prouty, who 
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was killed in the late war; second, John Smith, of North 
Brookfield, Mass. 

(1670) Lyman. 

(1671) George. 

(1672) Lysander. 

(1673) Edson. 

(1674) Ida. 

(1675) <A child, name not learned. 

Frank, the parent, died; Lucretia, the mother, resides in 
Belchertown, Mass. 

The writer owes what is here presented concerning Frank 
Peirce and family, to information received from Miss Emma 
M. Peirce, of North Hadley. ‘ 


SpauLpine Petrce (No. 1120) and wife Jura Payne had : 


(1676) Jennie P., b. Feb. 1858. 

(1677) Susie, b. 1863; d. 1865. 

On page 407 of this book it was erroneously stated that 
Chester Peirce (No. 1119) married Julia Payne. Chester 
Peirce died in March, 1857. The name of one brother was 
also omitted on page 407. Sullivan Peirce came in order of 
birth next after Frank Peirce (No. 1118). 


JoNATHAN Peirce (No. 1124) and wife Joanna KeEtLoce 
had : 


(1678) James A., resides in North Amherst, Mass., and | 
thanks are due him for information. 


Howranp Perrce (No. 1164), 


“Son of Edmund Peirce (No. 365) and wife Wealthy How- 
land, was b. Sept. 24, 1800, and m. Elizabeth Chase,* of 
Somerset, Mass., and they separated several years before 
her death. He resides in Freetown. Is a farmer and a 
wheelwright. This is the seventh case of separation. 


* Before her marriage she was a school teacher, and taught in Assonet Village, 
Freetown. Was teacher of the second school to which the writer was sent; and he © 
distinctly recollects that she was of essential service in learning him to spell Massa- 
chusetts. 
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How.anD Peirce (No. 1164) and wife Exizaperu Cuase had : 

(1679) Mary, b. Feb. 18, 1832; m. Feb. 15, 1851, Le- 
ander P. Davis, of Somerset, Mass. She is a subscriber to 
this publication. 


SaraH Perrce (No. 1166), 


Daughter of Edmund Peirce (No. 365) and wife Wealthy 
Howland, was b. March 6, 1812, and d. Nov. 12, 18382. 


SaraH Petrce (No. 1166), had: 


(1680) Edmund H., b. in Freetown in 1831; m. Mercy 
M. Maloney, of F. Was educated in the common schools of 
his native town and at Peirce Academy, in Middleboro,’ Ms., 
where he made such proficiency in the languages as to learn 
to speak quite fluently several besides his mother tongue. 
At an early age, even while learning the alphabet, he dis- 
covered the power of reading readily and easily with the book 
upside down, and said in after years the way he happened 
to take up a book or paper, he read it, as it was not to him 
worth the effort to turn it over. He was born a poet, as 
all poets are born, and never made, for with more truth 
than poetry has it been said — 


‘* You no more can make a poet 
Than of a sheep can make a go-it.”’ 


When a boy in his early ‘“ teens,” he was one morning 
en route for school, having entirely neglected to give any 
attention to composing or writing his composition that was 
that day to be handed in to the teacher; and as the cars 
with railroad speed were passing the Wade Crossing, he 
caught a furtive glance at Miss Harriet Wade, and at the 
same time thought of his neglected duty. A few moments 
‘ later he was at the school-room, and quickly wrote off the 
following hastily-composed ditty : 
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In the days that now are past, 
Days too joyous far to last, 

/ When the sun looked brighter down, 
And Dame Nature never frowned — 
Loved I then a bonny maid, _ 
Pretty rose-lipped Harriet Wade ! 


She was young, and so was I; 
Hope’s sweet sunshine lit our sky, 
Till the clouds began to lower, 
Telling of a grievous shower, 

And I lost my bonny maid, 
Beauty-breathing Harriet Wade ! 


Another envied me her charms, 
Came and tore her from my arms ; 
Bore her off and left poor me 
Crying like the moaning sea — 
Crying for my bonny maid, 
Peerless, kidnapped Harriet Wade ! 


Many a day has since passed by, 
Many a bitter heartfelt sigh ; 

And I’ve never ceased to mourn 
Since my love from me was torn — 
Never since have seen the maid, 
Long-lost, long-loved Harriet Wade ! 


For several years after leaving the Academy he found 
employment as a school teacher in his own and the adjoining 
towns, and was thus engaged, when, in July, 1862, the wri- 
ter arrived home from the battles before Richmond, minus 
his right arm that he left, as has already been mentioned in 


these pages, on the field at White Oak Swamp. Being met. 


and congratulated by his friends (one of whom the subject 
‘ of this sketch has ever been), he was by him thus kindly 
addressed : — 


I see thy face, dear friend, once more ! 
Once more thy hand I take ; 

Its touch recalls the days of yore, 
While joyous memories wake. 

Alas ! alas! the hand is gone 
That happier moments knew, 

But the heart that warmed it still beats on, 
In friendship kind and true. 
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While Hatred strove to take thy life, 
And Envy thy fair fame, 

Thou hast emerged from bloody strife 
Bearing a deathless name. 

From fighting for the cause’of God 
With honor thou hast come ; 

Thy life is saved from foes abroad, 
Thy fame from foes at home. 


As has before been remarked, the writer of this family 
history, just one month after losing an arm in Virginia, was 
put upon the recruiting service in Boston, and among those 
recruits for his regiment obtained during the second week 
of his service (viz. Aug. 9, 1862) was the subject of this 
sketch, and who on being solicited to enter the military ser- 
vice, replied thus : — 


Yes ! [’ll enlist and take my stand 
For Freedom, Truth and Right, 

And with our noble patriot band 
’>Gainst Southern traitors fight ; 

Till our bright flag shall proudly wave 
In triumph o’er Secession’s grave. 


Can I in peace remain at home 
While patriot soldiers bleed, 
Calling on loyal hearts to come | 
And help them in their need ? 
No! by the God of Justice! .No! 
I hear the call, and I will go! 


And may the happiness be mine 

To help to rout the foe, 

And give to traitorous designs 

A final overthrow — 

Sending the whole vile rebel race 

To Beauregard’s famed watering-place.* 


He reported to the writer, then commanding the 29th Mass. 
Infantry, on Bolivar Heights near Harper’s Ferry, in Virgi- 
nia, was assigned to Co. F, and immediately detailed as a 
clerk at Regimental Head Quarters, and in that capacity 
accompanied the expedition to Fredericksburg. Towards 


* Having reference to a remark that Gen. Beauregard was said, to have made, 
viz., that in a certain emergency he would water his horse in hell! ‘ 
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nightfall, on the weary days of that tiresome march, as he 
travelled beside my horse, he would at my request repeat, in 
excellent rhyme, an account of what we were seeing and 
suffering, when the poor foot-sore, wearied, beaten-out and 
jaded men would promptly “close up” and give almost 
breathless attention; and as far as his voice could be heard, 
it had upon the soldiers an effect greater than that of mar- 
tial music. 

On Burnside’s succeeding McClellan, I was again assign- 
ed to the recruiting service in Boston, and there remained 
from the first of December, 1862, till about the last of 
March, 1863 — private Edmund H. Peirce being among my 
recruiting party — when we went to Paris, in Bourbon Co., 
Ky., where I was made commander of that Post,* and he a 
clerk in the office of my Provost Marshal. Sept. 1, 1863, I 
was given the command of a Brigade, the 2d in Ist Division of 
9th Corps, and my poetical friend made a clerk at my head- 
quarters ; and in that capacity he accompanied Burnside’s 
suffering and starving expedition to and in Kast Tennessee, 
during the months of September, October, November and 
December, 1863, and till the last of March, 1864. 

He received an honorable discharge from the military ser- 
vice Dec. 13, 1864, having performed duty in Maryland, 
Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee; and when the war was 
over, in one of his friendly epistles, he thus greeted me: — 

Thought on swift pinions coming, 

Brings back the sorry past, when we, 
Through War’s dark fields were roaming ; 
Again I dread the long day’s march, 

The wet ground for our camping ; 


And scarcely can I realize 
We’ve finished up our tramping. 


* Not only Post Commander, but also commander of the troops there stationed, 
of which the regiment of Colonel (afterwards General) Curtin, of Pennsylvania, 
formed a part, and with a battery from Indiana, a detachment of Kentucky Cayal- 
ry, part of a regiment of Ohio Infantry under Major Young, and Col. Reed’s mount- 
ed scouts, formed a Brigade. While the author was on that service, Lieut. William 
F. Pippy, of Boston, was his Aide-de-Camp. 
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But ’mid the gloom shine streaks of light ; 
Dark night and sunny morrow ; 

Gay laughter following after tears ; 

Joy coming after sorrow ; — 

Since to these memories, I trust, 

You'll give a friendly greeting, 

My pen shall do its very best 

To cage them while they’re fleeting. 


First comes the comical retreat, 
We made at Campbell’s Station, 
With shells a-flying o’er our heads, 
And screaming like damnation ; 
Again I seem,as then to hear 
The saucy rifle’s snap-crack, 
And see poor Martin Haskell run, 

_ With death wound in his knapsack. 


O sad and dreary days were those, 
With gloomy clouds hung o’er us, 
With rebel rifles at our backs, 
Hunger and cold before us ; 

But though the rebels did their best 
To send us to damnation, 

Their balls were far less dangerous 
Than was our corn-cob ration. 


The allusion to Martin Haskell in the third stanza re- 


quires some explanation, lest great injustice should be done 


to one of the very best soldiers, whose name ever appeared 
on the rolls of the gallant 29th Regiment, even in its palm 
iest days. ‘The shot that he received in the knapsack was 
when the regiment (by orders from the commander-in-chief 
on that occasion) had faced by the rear rank and was fall- 


ing back. The 29th Mass. Infantry Regiment, at the battle 


of Campbell Station (on the afternoon of Nov. 6, 1863) was 
sent to act independently upon the extreme right of the 
Union line, and was successful for three hours in prevent- 
ing the Confederates from turning that flank, which they 
finally effected by employing for that purpose an entire 
brigade that poured in a heavy fire upon both flank and 
rear on the 29th Regiment, and then it was that Haskell 
received that ‘“‘ death wound in his knapsack.” It was on 
one of those ‘‘ sad and dreary days,” when “ gloomy clouds 
40 
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hung o’er us,’ while the Union forces were moving towards 
Loudon, and those soldiers least able to proceed on foot were 
being carried in the cars, that in passing one of the depots 

they were saluted by the shrill voice of a young rebel woman 

with the taunt, ‘‘ There are Confederate soldiers enough at 

Loudon to eat that train and all that it carries ;”’ when pri- 

vate E. H. Peirce, who was one of the passengers, promptly 

replied: ) 


‘* Oh tell me not in the sunny South that beautiful maidens dwell, 
For in ugly looks and disgusting ways they rjval the hags of hell.”’ 


Hermon Petrce (No. 1167) and wife Priscizta Haskins had : 
(1681) James Henry, b. April 24, 1842. 
(1682) George W., b. Nov. 11, 1844. 
(1683) David E., b. Dec. 5, 1849. 
(1684) Sarah N., b. Dec. 1851. 
(1685) James Buchanan, b. Aug. 30, 1856. 


ABEL Perrce (No. 1168), 


Son of Abner Peirce (No. 366) and wife Huldah Wilcox, 
was b. Jan. 20, 1788, and m. Sept. 1809, Belinda Lisk. 


ABEL Perrce (No. 1168) and wife Bretinpa Lisk had: 


No children whose names have come to the knowledge of 
the writer of this family history. 


Dr. Exr Perrcre (No. 1171) and wife Saran Burcsss had: 
(1686) Bush. 
(1687) Burgess. 
(1688) A daughter, whose name I did not learn. 


Rois Perce (No. 1177) and wife Resecca Carr had: 
(1689) Maria, b. 1817; m. William A. Edwards, Feb. 
21, 1839, and they have had five childreh : 
(1690) Milton, b. 1819, d. 1838. 
(1691) Marietta, b. 1821. 
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~ (1692) Marcenius, b. 1823; d. 1850. 

(1693) Morency, b. 1825; m. 1851, Lydia A. Ackert, 
and they had five children, four now living. 

(1694) Marinda, b. 1827; m. 1848, Horace Taft. 


LarayertTe Perce (No. 1179) and wife Carissa Warson 
had : 
_ (1695) Semantha, b. 1840; d. 1855. 
Lafayette, the parent, was a carpenter, and was killed by 


accident in an overshot water-wheel, at Hinsdale, Mass., 
Jan. 9, 1843. 


Capt. Votney Petrce (No. 1180) and wife Cuartorre 
GoopsELL had : 
(1696) Orlin N. B., b. 1831; d. 1853. 
(1697) Sarah, b. 1842; m. 1861, William Booth, and 
they have a daughter Alice T., b. 1862. 
(1698) John P., b. 1845. 
(1699) George W., b. 1848. 
(1700) Sophia L., b. 1848. 


Cyrus 8. Rockwett and wife Mary P. Petrce (No. 1181) 
| had: 
(1701) Oliva Persis, b. Oct. 3, 1842; d. July 21, 1861. 


Ext Warren Perrce (No. 1182), 

Son of Eli Peirce (No. 372) and second wife Electa Le- 
land, was b. May 5, 1821, and m. in 1845 Ann L. Wales, 
of Peru, and formerly of Abington, Mass. She was a dau. 
of Capt. Ira Wales, of Abington, where he was Lieutenant 
of militia from June 12, 1824, Captain from July 24, 1828. 
He removed to Peru, Mass. 

E. Warren Peirce (No. 1182) has been a Selectman and 
Assessor of Peru eleven years, Constable two years, Town — 
Treasurer two years, Auditor one year, and Moderator of 
annual town meeting eight years. One of the most ready, 
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willing, prompt and intelligent, among the long list of cor- 
respondents from whom the writer has received the facts 
that are embodied in this work, and to whom he is particu- 
larly indebted for what has been given of the families of Dr. 
Eli, Rollin, Lafayette and Capt. Volney Peirce, Cyrus S. 
Rockwell, E. W. Peirce and George L. Thompson. 


KE. Warren Petrce (No. 1182) and wife Ann L. Watzs had: 
(1702) Warren Clifton, b. March 25, 1852. 


GrorcE L. Tuomprson and wife Execra Petrce (No. 1183) 
had : 
(1703) Mary Electa, b. Aug. 5, 1849. 
George, the parent, has been a Selectman and Assessor 
of Peru seven years, School Committee ten years, Modera- 
tor of annual town meeting four years. ’ 


Gorpon Petrce (No. 1184) and wife Dororny Fox had: 

(1704) De Lauyon, b. Feb. 22, 1821; m. May 29, 1855, 
Mirinda Spaulding. Thanks are due to him for informa- 
tion. . 

(1705) Lydia, b. Feb. 22,1823; m. Henry H. Bissell. 

(1706) Rodolphus F., b. Sept. 10, 1830; m. Angelica — 
Adams. 

(1707) Enoch E., b. May 20, 1834. 

(1708) Emeline, b. Sept. 24, 1836. 

(1709) Ann F., b. Feb. 25, 1839. 


Ort Petrce (No. 1185) and wife Joanna Hate had: 
(1710) De Loss, b. Feb. 6, 1825. 
(1711) Sarah, b. May 18, 1827; m. 
(1712) Hiram L., b. Sept. 16, 1829. 


Butler. 


GaytorD Petrce (No. 1186) and wife PHesr Cavtxins had: 


(1713) Edson, b. Sept. 22, 1828. 
(1714) Elizur, b. Jan. 18, 1831. 


ih 
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(1715) Harriet, b. June 14, 1833. 
(1716) Emery, b. May 10, 1843. 


Vapor Perrce (No. 1187) and wife Hannan E. GarpNer 
had: : 
(1717) Alfred G., b. June 26, 1836. 
(1718) Lydia L., b. March 18, 1838. 
(1719) Dwight C., b. March 24, 1840. 


Duane Petrce (No. 1188) and wife Mary Morss had: 

(1720) Maryett, b. Jan. 30, 1834. 

(1721) Amelia, b. Jan. 19, 1836. 

(1722) Ray V., b. Aug. 6, 1840. 

(1723) Franklin, b. Feb. 22, 1853. 

(1724) John E., b, 1854. 

For what has here been presented concerning the families 
of Gordon, Orin, Gaylord, Vador and Duane Peirce, the 
writer is indebted to information received from De Lauyon 
Peirce. 


Raxtpon B. Perrce (No. 1190) and wife Saran Dawes had : 
(1725) William. 
(1726) Sarah, d. about 26 years ago, aged some 8 years. 
(1727) Robert, b. in or about 1847. 


—— Wuiresipe and wife Demis Perrce (No. 1193) had: 
(1728) Angeline. 
(1729) Eunice. 
(1730) Emeline. 
(1731) Mary. 
(17382) Maria. 


JosEPH Parcettn and wife Demis PErrce Warrnsrie 
(No. 1193) had: 


(1733) Harriet, b. in or about 1853. 
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Cuartes H. Perrce (No. 1197), 


Son of Henry Peirce, Esq. (No. 374) and wife Eunice 
Wightman, was b. Noy. 29, 1822, and m. twice. First, in 
1851, Mary R. Bigelow, of New Braintree, Mass. ; and sec- 
ond, May 21, 1863, Elizabeth Waters, of Millbury, Mass. 
First wife was a daughter of Dea. Amasa Bigelow ; second 
wife a daughter of Ebenezer W. Goff, and granddaughter 
of Rev. Joseph Goff. Rev. Charles H. Peirce died Oct. 5, 
1865. 


Rey. Cuaries H. Petrce (No. 1197) and wife Mary R, 
BiceLow had : 

(1734) Ann L., b. April 23, 1853. 

(1735) Henry C., b. Dec. 14, 1856. 

(1736) Celia C., b. Feb. 16, 1859. 

(1737) George B., b. Aug. 20, 1860; d. June 28, 1862. 


Emory Perrce (No. 1201), 


Son of Col. Levi Peirce (No. 375) and wife Dolly Thomp- 
son, was beJan. 5, 1809, and m. twice. First, March 17, 1831, 
to Minerva Watkins. She d. March 22, 1832. Married 


second, Aug. 2, 1832, Rosilla Watkins. Of a company in. 


the local militia of Peru, Mass., he was commissioned En- 
sign April 24, 1832. Honorably discharged April 24, 1840. 
Has been township trustee of York, in Medina Co., Ohio. 
Is a subscriber to this work. 


Ensign Emory Peirce (No. 1201) and wife Rosri1a had: 


(1738) Minerva, b. March 14, 1833; m. Sept. 27, 1857, 
H. M. Bowen, of York. 


(1739) Wilbur F., b. Sept, 18, 1834; m. Aug. 22, 1862, 


Martha Branch, of York. He was a volunteer who respond- 
ed at the first callin the late war. Was made Captain of 
Co. K in 8th Ohio Reg’t. Was wounded in the ankle at 
Fredericksburg, and severely in the shoulder at Gettysburg. 
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(1740) Ward, b. May 9, 1840; m, Aug. 31, 1865, De- 
fia Wilbur, of York. He served -three years in the 8th 
_ Reg’t Ohio Volunteers, in the war of the rebellion. 

(1741) Orlin, b. April 9, 1843; m. Nov. 17, 1864, 
Mary Judson. 

(1742) Martin, b. April 7, 1845; d. in Tennessee, on 
25, 1863. 

(1743) Martha, b. June 1, 1848; died. 


Txomrson Perrce (No. 1202), 

Son of Col. Levi Peirce (No. 375) and wife Dolly Thomp- 
son, was b. May 24, 1810, and m. Dec. 5, 1832, Harriet 
Little, of Peru, Mass. He has been Deacon of Congrega- 
tional Church, at York, Ohio, for twenty-five years, Town 
Clerk and Trustee, and Justice of the Peace. 


Tompson Peirce, Esq. (No. 1202) and wife Harrier Lirrtr 
had : 

(1744) Marion J., b. May 9, 1835; m. April 10, 1860, 
Rey. R. Hatch. 

(1745) Helen F., b. Aug. 21, 1840; m. Oct? 1866, N. 
T. Strong. 

(1746) Elisha M., b. June 26, 1845; m. peti 29, 1868, 
Almira Penfield. 


ParentHa Pertrce (No. 1204), 
Daughter of Col. Levi Peirce (No. 875) and wife Dolly 


Thompson, was b. July 14, 1815, and m. James Franklin 
Watkins. 


James F, Warxins and wife Parenrua Peirce (No. ake 
had : 
(1747) Levi, b. May 2, 1837; m. in 1862, Mary Allen, 
in Oregon. 
(1748) Monroe, b. Feb. 6, 1842. Resides in Oregon. 
(1749) Lyman, b. Dec. 2, 1843. Resides in Oregon. 
(1750) Horatio, b. May 28, 1847. Resides in Ohio. 
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Saraw Peirce (No. 1205), 
Daughter of Col. Levi Peirce (No. 375) and Dolly Thomp- 
son, was b. Noy. 13, 1818; m. Jan. 19, 1847, John Bar- 
nabee. 


Joun Barnasee and wife Saran Peirce (No. 1205) had: 


(1751) Almira, b. May 24,1850. Is a music teacher, 
and a subscriber to this publication. 
(1752) Henry, b. Aug. 31, 1854. 


Ex:mira Petrce (No. 1206), 


Daughter of Col. Levi Peirce (No. 875) and Dolly Thomp- 
son, was b. April 7, 1822, and m. Rev. John Allen. 


\ 


Rey. Joun ALLEN and wife Exmira Petrce (No. 1206) had: 


(1753) Sarah, b. April 2, 1849; d. Nov. 16, 1865. 

(1754) Walter, b. April 15, 1852. 

(1755) Emory, b. April 16, 1853. 

The writer tenders his grateful acknowledgments to 
Thompson Peirce, Esq. (No. 1202) of York township, Me- 
dina County, Ohio, for the information here presented con- 
cerning the families of Emory and Thompson Peirce, James 
F. Watkins, John Barnabee and Rev. John Allen. Had all - 
to whom letters were addressed desiring information respond- 
ed as intelligibly and as fully, this work would haye been a 
model of completeness. 


Rey. Lozren Perce (No. 1207) and wife Auretia E. Jones 
had : 
(1756) Dwight. 
(1757) Otheman. 
(1758) Ransom. 


Witson Hatuway and wife Eunice A. Perrce (No. 1208) 
had: 7 


(1759) Clara A., b. 1847. 


(1760) , b. and d. 1847. ; ee ae 
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Henry B. Perrce (No. 1209) and wife Lypra D. Perrce 
(No. 1239) had : 

(1761) James M., b. 1832; m. Mary M. Trow. 

(1762) Sarah E., b. 1833; m. Abraham Meacham. 

(1763) Wesley A., b. 1835; m. Sarah E. Brown. 

(1764) Mary A., b. 1838; m. William I. Ball, of Peru, 
Mass. He is a subscriber to this publication. 

(1765) Martha E., b. 1842; m. Orlando W. Peirce, a 
soldier in the Union army in the late war. Removed west. 

(1766) HElecta M., b. 1844; m. Jan. 12, 1869, William 
i. Murphy, of Bennington, Vt., a patron of this work. 

(1767) William R., b. 1852. 


Rey. Hatsey W. Ransom and wife Enceuica T. Perce 
(No. 1210) had: 


(1768) Sarah Adelaide. 
(1769) Mary Amelia. 


Rey. Witt1am C. Perrce (No. 1211) and wife Lucinpa D. 
Warkins had: 
(1770) James W., b. April 20, 1843; d. March 29 
1844, 
- (1771) Mary C., b. April 3, 1847; m. Dec. 26, 1867, 
Michael McDermot. 
(1772) William C., b. Feb. 2, 1853; d. June 8, 1858, 
(1773) Luella T., b. June 11, 1855; d. April 20, 1858. 


Capt. Mitton P. Peirce (No. 1212) and first wife Harrier J. 
Harwoop had: 


(1774) Cora Estella, b. in Cleveland, O., May 14, 1854. 


By second wife : | 
(1775) William Nelson, b.in Minnesota, Sept. 21, 1857. 


Thanks are due to Capt. Milton P. Peirce (No. 1212) for 
information kindly furnished. Is a subscriber to this work. 
4] 
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Leanper §. Cooper and wife Carotine (No. 1215) Prrrce 
had no children. 


Levi L. Perce (No. 1216) and wife Mary Benepicr had : 


(1776) Ida. 


Cuartzs C. Parris and wife Rosamonp Pemce (No. 1219) 
| had : 
(1777) Flora. 
(1778) Charles. 


Lorenzo M. Perce (No. 1222) and wife Emeting Brancu 
had: 


(1779) Ellen E., b. July 31, 1836; m. in 1865, Norman 


Everson. 

(1780) Mary A., b. May 20, 1838; m. in 1863, Joseph 
O. Packard. 

(1781) Isaac L., b. Nov. 20, 1839; d. Sept. 13, 1864— 
killed in battle. Was Quarter-master Sergeant of Secon: 
Ohio Cay. Reg’t in the late war of the rebellion. 

(1782) Harriet E., b. Noy. 21, 1841; m. 1864, Henry 
Howard. 


(1783) Betsey J., b. Aug. 27, 1843 ; d. March 15, 1848, 


(1784) Sarah M., b. May 6, 1845. 
(1785) Elisha B., b. Dec. 24, 1847. 
(1786) Julia S., b. July 28, 1850. 
(1787) Alvah B., b. Dec. 27, 1852. 
(1788) Melva A., b. July 7, 1855. 
(1789) Edwin T., b. June 29, 1858. 


Wituiam W. Peirce (No. 1223) and wife AmManpa Burrum 
had: 


(1790) Amanda, b. in 1843. 
By second wife Marra WHeELpDEN had : 


(1791) Darius, b. 1846; d. 1851. 
(1792) Sarah M., b. 1853; d. 1855. 


$ 
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Surra Parties and wife Potty Ametta Peirce (No. 1224) 
had: 
(1793) William S., b. 1836. | 
* (1794) ° Sarah I, b. 1841; m. 1864, Frederick Hillman. 
} (1795) Mary A., b. 1843; m. 1864, Robert Pease. 


 Bensaaon F. Perce, Esq. (No. 1225) and wife SAMANTHA 
Smnnitt had no children. 

Benjamin F. Peirce was commissioned as a Justice of 
Peace Sept. 4, 1859. Enlisted as a soldier in Co. C, 49th 
Mass. Infantry, Sept. 7, 1862. Discharged Sept. 5, 1863. 
Was enrolling officer for Tenth District in 1864. Repre- 
sentative to General Court in 1867, and is Deacon of Con- 
gregational Church. By trade he is a carpenter. 


Atyan B. Peirce (No. 1226) and wife Bersry Smrru had: 


(1796) Kendre B., b. March 17, 1850. 
Alvah, the parent, d. Sept. 19, 1851. 


Wi1u1am Batt and wife Satty Perrce (No. 1233) had: 

(1797) William I., b. at Volney, N. Y., in 1826; m. 
Mary A. Peirce (No. 1764) of Peru, Mass. He is a sub- 
scriber to this work. 


Jarrus Peirce, Esq. (No. 1234) and wife Racue, Warxins 
had :° 

(1798) Hunice L., b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1821; m. M. 
W. Hobart, Esq. 

(1799) Richard H. W., b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1823; d. 
in 1824. 

(1800) N. Frank, b. at Naples, Nay ew 1825';-m. 
Mary A. Brown. ? 

(1801) Eber O., b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1826 ; m. Jane 
Powell. 

(1802) Vercilda D., b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1828; m. 
Albert W. Partridge. She died in 1848. 
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(1803) Sally C., b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1830; d. 1832. 

(1804) Isaac W., b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1833; m. Car- 
rie H. Porter. 

(1805) Julia A., b. at Naples, N. Y., in 1834. » 

(1806) Leonidas A., b. at Leonidas, Mich., 1836. 

(1807) James A., b. at Leonidas, Mich., 1838; d. 1839. » 


Isaac 8. Perrce (No. 1235) and wife Exiza H. Tompson 
had : 


(1808) Lucius L., b. 1833. Resides in Springfield. 
(1809) Ellen E., b. 1838; m. L. A. Dawson. Sheisa . 
patron of this book. He is a broker. 

(1810) Frankln A., b. 1853. 

Isaac S., the parent, was by trade a stone mason, and for 
atime kept the tavern in Windsor, Mass. He furnished 
the writer of this book with the names and dates of birth 
of the children of William Ball, Jairus Peirce, Isaac S. 
Peirce, Franklin Peirce, Reuben Peirce, Esq., Turner Joy, 
John Brown, Orin G. Peirce, Charles Chapmany Isaac 
Peirce, Almond T’. Peirce, Harrison G. Peirce and Benjamin 
Ford. He is now dead. 


FRANKLIN Perrce (No. 1236) and wife Cuartorre WrrHEr- | 
| BEE had: 
(1811) Charles L., b. 1831; m. Catharine McNeal. 
(1812) Eliza C., b. 1833; d. in Liberty, Mich., in 1852. 


Revsen Peirce, Esq. (No. 1237) and first wife Louisa M. 
Forp had: 


. (1818) Electa, b. 1834. 


By second wife Dotty Forp had: 
(1814) Moriza, b. 1839, at Windsor, Mass. 
(1815) Melissa, b. 1843; m. Feb. 9, 1869, John C. 
Frissell, of Malta, Ill. 
(1816) Granville D., b. 1846; d. at Windsor, Mass. in 
1847. He was born at Windsor. 
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(1817) Millie E., b. 1849, at Windsor, Mass. 
(1818) Janet E., b. 1851, at « 3 


Turner Joy and wife Jutta A. Petrce (No. 1240) had. 


(1819) Franklin P., b. 1847, at Plainfield. 
(1820) Louisa §., b. 1848, at Windsor. 
(1821) Jarius A., b. 1854, at Peru, Mass. 
(1822) Estella J., b. 1858, at « e 
(1823) Ira A., b. 1860, at a $6 


Joun Brown and wife Jupiru 8. Perrce (No. 1242) had: 
(1824) Willis A., b. 1842; m. Martha Blake. 

(1825) Lorenzo E., b. 1843. 

(1826) Miron H., b. 1844. 

(1827) Jane, b. 1846; d. at Peru, Mass. in 1846. 
(1828) Edgar, b. 1847. 

(1829) Darius J., b. 1848. 

(1830) Augustus J., b. 1849. 

(1831) Eunice A., b. 1851. 


Onin G. Petrce (No. 1243) and wife Harrier Wricur had: 


(1882) Flora A., b. 1850. 
(1833) Carrie A., b. 1851. 
(1834) Henry A., b. 1853. 
(1835) Edna E., b. 1855. 
(1836) Jennie W., b. 1858. 


All born in Windsor, Mass. 


CHARLES CuapMan and wife Cetinpa Petrce (No. 1244) had: 
(1837) George W., b. 1848, in Windsor, Mass. 

(1838) Mary A., b. 1854, in Windsor, Mass. 

(1839) Edward G., b. 1856, in Gorham, N. Y.. 

(1840) Frank P., b. 1864, in Gorham, N. Y. 


Isaac Perrce (No. 1248) and wife Joanna Baiuey had : 


(1841) Isaac A., b. 1823; m. Arvilla Ingalls. 
41* 
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(1842) Alanson R., b. 1824; m. Sarah Sturtevant. 
(1843) Irene B., b. 1825; m. Dexter Tower. 

(1844) Amelia, b. 1832; m. Frank C. Tuck. 

(1845) Julia, b. 1834; d. at Windsor, Mass. in 1830. 
(1846) Julius, b. 1836; m. Mary Tower. 

(1847) Frank O., b. 1839; m. Permilla Pratt. 


Atmonp T. Peirce (No. 1249) and wife Bersry B. Tower _ 
: had: 
(1848) Marion, b. 1837. 
(1849) Orlando W., b. 1839; m. Martha E. Peirce (No. 
1765) of Peru. He was a Union soldier in the late war. 

(1850) Eugene W., b. 1841; d. at N. Orleans in 1863. 
(1851) Lucretia I., b. 1843 ; m. Emerson Bicknell. 
(1852) Sarah L, b. 1845. 

(1853) Orison A., b. 1847. 

(1854) Edgar M., b. 1850. 

(1855) Roscoe W., b. 1858. 


Harrison G. Petrce (No. 1263) and wife Jonrer AxTELL 
had : 

(1856) Kirk W.. 

(1857) Frank H. 


Bensamin Forp and wife Anna M. Perrce (No. 1265) had: 
(1858) Electa M., b. 1844. 
(1859) Ward H., b. 1847. 
(1860) Janett K., b. 1849. 
(1861) Walter C., b. 1860. 


All born in Windsor, Mass. 


OutveR Bickmore and wife Rura Psetrce (No. 1415) had: 


(1862) Albion K., who was a Union soldier in a nine 
months Regiment from the State of Maine, in late war. 

(1863) Margaretta. 

(1864) Parker. 
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Hon. Narwan Perce (No. 1417) and wife Nancy CiarK 
; had: | ik 

( 1865) Nathaniel, who was a soldier in the late war, 
serving in the 4th aaa a and then in the Sharp- 
shooters. 

(1866) Esther, d. young. 

(1867) John K. T., m. Carter. 

(1868) A daughter, who died Jan. 1865. 

(1869) David. 


Epmunp P. Brown and wife Joanna Perrce (No. 1420) had: 
(1870) Arthur. 
(1871) Frederick W. 
(1872) Anna M. 


Hon. Asrat R. Peirce (No. 1421) and wife Sornronta E. 


Rrptey had: 
(1873) Child, whose name we have not learned, 


(1874) Child, name not learned. 


By second wife Jutia Rretey had: 
(1875) Child, name and sex not learned. 


Apion K. Perrce (No. 1422) and wife ELIzABETH Brown 
had: 
(1876) Edward R., b. Jan. 11, 1848. A goldsmith. 


Axis Petrce (No. 1448) and wife Mary E. Peirce 
(No. 1451) had: 
(1877) Charles F., b. March 2, 1857. 
(1878) Harriet, b. March 27, 1859. 
(1879) Mary, b. July 13, 1860. 
(1880) Ella, b. Jan. 30, 1863. 
(1881) Abial, b. May 14, 1868. 


Hermon Perrce (No. 1540) and wife pee Pigen 
had : 
(1882) Emma Bathsheba, b. 1859, in Lakeville. 
(1883) John E., b. Aug. 1869, in Lakeville. 
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Freperick A. Micke and wife Harriet §. Perce 
(No. 1622) had: 
(1884) Charles F., b. June 16, 1855. 
(1885) Harriet N., b. Aug. 19, 1858. 


Lewis H. Prarr and wife Saran J. Perce (No. 1625) had: 
(1886) A child that died in infancy. 


Watrer A. Petrce (No. 1626) and wife Harrier T. Lucas 
had : 
(1887) Walter F., b. July 16, 1864. 
(1888) Hattie W., b. Sept. 10, 1866; d. May 26, 1868. 
(1889) Arthur T., b. Nov. 11, 1868. 


Davip B. Petrce (No. 1627) and wife Saran E. GAmmons 
had: 
(1890) David H., b. Feb. 10, 1865. 


Dersoran Peirce (No. 1645) had: 
(1891) Elizabeth, b. before the mother’s marriage. 


Joun T. Mann and wife Desorau Petrce (No. 1645) had: 

(1892) Joseph. , 

(1893) Minnie. 

(1894) A daughter. 

John, the parent, was a Union soldier in the late war 
of the rebellion. He is said to have been a son of Sarah 
Parris (No. 1022) and born after her second marriage, and 
to a person named Mann. The writer never heard that 
Sarah had any husband beside Warren Ellis until after the 
898th page of this book was printed, nor has he any in- 
formation more reliable than hearsay now. 


Cuartes H. Benton and wife Saran Perrce (No. 1647) had: 
(1895) . Henry. 
(1896) Albert. 


Charles, the parent, was a Union soldier in the late war. 
Is a common laborer. . 
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GeorcE Surry and wife Assy Prrrcz (No. 1649) had: 
(1897) <A daughter that d. young. 

(1898) Emma. 

(1899) Georgiana. 


George Smith, the parent, was a Union soldier in the war 
of the great rebellion, and served three years in Virginia 
and Georgia. He now resides in Lakeville, Mass. Is a 
farm laborer. 


Witiam P. Brats and wife Sarau E. Perce (No. 16) 
had: 
(1900) Sarah Alice, b. Aug. 16, 1859. The mother d. 
Aug. 25,1859. 


Wituiam P. Beats and wife Mary E. Perrce (No. 1665) 
had : 


(1901) Mary L., b. March 27, 1866. 


Epuunp H. Peirce (No. 1680), 


Somewhat celebrated as a poet, but deserves to be much 
more so than he is ; was born near Assonet Village, in Free- 
town, March 26, 1831; m. Mercy Margaret Maloney. Is 
employed in a News Depot, and keeps an evening school in 
Fall River. For further account of him see pages 457-460 
of this book. - 


Epmunp H. Perrce (No. 1680) and wife Mercy Marearer 
Matoney had: 


(1902) Albert Tyler, b. July 28, 1856. 

(1903) Wealthy Winnifred, b. Jan. 30, 1858. 

(1904) Washington E., b. June 6, 1862. 

Mercy M., the mother, is a daughter of Michael Maloney 
and wife Clarissa Hill, granddaughter of David Hill and 
wife Nichols. Maloney was b. in Ireland, and Hill 
in the State of Vermont. 
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Marra Perce (No. 1689), 


Daughter of Rollin Peirce (No. 1177) and wife Rebecca 
Carr, was b. in 1817, and m. in 1838, William A. Edwards. 


Wiu1am A. Epwarps and wife Marta Perrce (No. 1689) 
had: 
(1905) Charlotte, b. 1840. 
(1906) Henry Milton, b. 18438. 
(1907) Miriam, b. 1846. 
(1908) Ellen J., b. 1848. 
(1909) Joseph M., b. 1856. 


Morency Perrce (No. 1693) and wife Lyp1a A. Ackerr had : 
(1910) Elva Adelia, b. 1852; d. 1865. 
(1911) Emma Jane, b. 1854. 
(1912) Marcenius, b. 1857. 
(1913) Ida, b. 1860. - 
(1914) Lilian, b. 1862. | 


Witu1am Boor and wife Saran Petrce (No. 1697) had: 
(1915) Alice T., b. 1862. 


Jamus M. Perce (No. 1761) and wife Mary M. Trow had: 
(1916) James M., b. at Adams, Mass,, in 1853. 


Wuuam I. Bart (No. 1797) and wife Mary A. Perce 
(No. 1764) had: . 


(1917) Walter W., b. at Peru, Mass., in 1859. 


(1918) Charles H.,b.at *“ g. 1861. 
(1919) | Bréd.oG,) teat ee ss 1863 ;-d. 1866. 
(1920) Caroline M., b. at “ 5%, 1865. 
(1921) Angeline S., b. at * P. 1866. 


Matanp W. Hosarr and wife Eunice L. Perrce (No. 1798) 
had: ; 
(1922) Eliza R., b. at Leonidas, Mich., 1843. 
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(1923) Morton P., b. at Leonidas, Mich., 1846. 


(1924) -Louisa.A., beat “of 5) 1847, 
_ (1925) Carrie L., b. at Athens, dee gray i apap 
(1926) LEttie, b. at Leonidas, cee Laoag 


Esper O. Perrce (No. 1801) and wife Janz Powett had: 
(1927) Eunice W., b. at Leonidas, Mich., in 1849. 
(1928) Ellie C., b. at fF ae, 1851. 
(1929) Catherine R. E., b. at “ af 1859. 


ALBERT W. ParrrincE and wife Vercitpa D. Pretrce 
(No. 1802) had : 


(1930) Lina A., b. at Leonidas, Mich., in 1848. 


Luctan A. Dawson and wife Exren E. Petrce (No. 1809) 
had: 
(1931) L. Elizur, b. at Springfield, Mass., in 1866 ; d. 
same year. 


Cuartes L. Peirce (No. 1811) and wife Carnarmez Mc- 
Neat had : 

(1932) KEstell E., b.in 1855; d.in Jackson, Mich., same 
year. 

(1933) Inez L., b. in 1856. 
_ (1934) Frank C., b. in 1859. 

(1935) Charles S., b. in 1862. 

(1936) Lotty S., b. in 1866. 


Isaac A. Perce (No. 1841) and wife Arvitia Incatts had : 
(1937) Malora M., b. at Windsor, Mass., 1846. 


(1938) Maria H., b. at as “ 1848; d. 1863. 
(1939) Marietta E.,b. at “ « 1849 ;. d. 1865. 
(1940) Henry J.,b. at “* “cy 1851; d. 186). 
(1941) Jennie A., b. at 5 PO T859. 
(1942) Charles Peas otis Fs Gir 1655: 


(1943) Minnie T., b. at ¢é <6 (1857, 
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(1944) Nelson B., b. at Windsor, Mass., in 1860. 
(1945) Emma O., b. at sy i 1862. 
(1946) Nettie J., b. at “ a 1864. 


Axanson R. Petrce (No. 1842) and wife Saran SrurTevant 
had: 


(1947) Carlton A., b. at Savoy, Mass., in 1855. 
(1948) Hermon W., b. at ‘ = 1857. 
(1949) Zelora E., b. at . oi 1859. 
(1950) Bethy, b. at Pittsfield, Mass.,in 1863. 
(1951) Willie E., b. at Windsor, Mass., 1865. 


Dexter Tower and wife Irene B., Perrce (No. 1843) had: 


(1952) Clinton B., b. at Williamsburg, Mass., in 1854. 
(1953) Climena B., b. at : pes 1861. 
(1954) Elizabeth J., b. at “ ¥. 1863. 


Frank C. Tuck and wife Ametia Petrce (No. 1844) had: 


(1955) Clara J., b. at Worthington, Ms., 1857; d. 1864. 
(1956) Nellie J., b. at ss 1859 ; d. 1864. 
(1957) Effa E., b. at sc 1861. 


Juutus Perrce (No. 1846) and wife Mary Tower had: 


(1958) Alice, b. at Conway, Mass., in 1864. 
(1959) Elwain, b. at Windsor, Mass., in 1866. 


Frank O. Perrce (No. 1847) and wife Permitia Prarr had : 
(1960) Algie E., b. at Windsor, Mass., in 1863; d. 1864. 
(1961) Willie T., b. at Northampton, 1866. 


Ortanpo W. Perrce (No. 1849) and wife Marrua E. Petrce 
(No. 1765) had: 


ace Ernest E., b. at Windsor, Mass., in 1866. 
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Emerson Bicxnetn and wife Lucretia I. Perrce (No. 1851) 
| had : : 
(1963) Clara, b. at Windsor, Mass., in 1865. 
(1964) Mabel L., b. at «“ s 1866. 


Although 1964 is the highest number used in this gene- 
alogy, we have in fact noticed the existence of 2001' per- 
sons, lineal descendants of the emigrant ancestor, Abraham 
Peirce — the names or knowledge of the existence of thirty- 
seven individuals having been communicated too late to 
enable us to place them in their proper genealogical order 
and designate them by figures without the use of fractional 
numbers, and this too after the presswork has sometimes 
been for several weeks suspended, while the writer waited 
for such information, hoping to avoid an exigency so em- 
barrassing to the reader and disagreeable to himself. 

Those who never attempted to prepare for publication a 
work of this kind, are illy qualified to understand how great 
an amount of patience the writer was obliged to keep in 
constant exercise, and in long and unyielding practice, to 
accomplish even this imperfect genealogical sketch. 

As an act of simple and even-handed justice, we have 
sought to credit all those to whom we were indebted for a 
knowledge of the facts herein contained, by noticing them 
by name in immediate connection therewith, and to the 
same end have prepared a list of the names and places of — 
residence of our subscribers, which appears immediately 
after the indexes to this book. 
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Alden, Eleazer, 214 

Allen, Rey. John, 468; Polly, 404 

Ames, Elizabeth, 378 

carte David P. 451; Lucy, 97 ; Luther, 


Austin, William H. 422 
Axtell, Juliet, 474 


Babbett, Bathsheba, 163 

Badger, Tamerson, 414 

Bailey, Joanna, 473 

Ball, William, 471; William I. 478 

Barden, Mehitable, 212 

Barker, Robert, 16 

Barnabee, John, 468 

Barnaby, Capt. Ambrose, 326 ; James, 326 

Barnes, Melinda, 455 

Bartlett, Elias, 446; Lydia, 327, 408; 
Robert, 327 

Bassett, Caleb, 378; Joseph, 378; Wil- 
liam, 378 

Bates, Comfort, 178 ; Rebecca, 420; Ruth 
A. 181 

Beach, John, 182 

Beals, Lydia, 413; William P. 477 

Bean, J. 435 

Benton, Charles H. 476 

Benedict, Mary, 470 

Bickmore, Oliver, 474 

Bicknell, Emerson, 481 

Bigelow, Mary R. 466 

Billings, Dr. David, 380 

Blake, Betsey, 435 

‘Blankinship, Joanna, 409 

Booth, Abial, 370; Judith, 43; Lydia, 

- 172; Naomi, 46; Sarah, 172; William, 
478 

Bourne, Abner, 254; Mary, 444; Hon. 
William, 259; Sally, 263 

Bradford, Goy. William, 16 

Branch, Emeline, 470 

Brewster, Eliza, 181 

Bridges, Anna, 170 

Briggs, Hannah, 89; Jabez, 410 

Brown, Stephen, 441; Julia M. 451; John, 
473; Elizabeth, 475 

Brownell, Amy, 324; Joseph, Esq. 300 

Bryant, Tabitha, 162 

Buffum, Amanda, 470 

Burbank, John, 409 

—_- Burgess, Sarah, 462 
Burt, Adelaide, 454 


Campbell, John, 206 

Capen, Asa, Esq. 418 

Canedy, Alexander, 106; Hannah, 108 ; 
William, Esq. 105 

Carr, Rebecca, 462 

Carver, Gov. 16 ; Elizabeth, 16 

Cass, Dr. 436 

Caswell, Jemima, 161; Sarah, 85, 116; 
Susan, 396 

Caulkins, Phebe, 464 

Chapman, Charles, 473 

Chartley, Alice, 35 

Chase, Chloe, 175; Darius, 175; Eliza- 
beth, 457 ; David, 175; Deborah, 144; 
Gilbert, 176; Hannah, 405; Joseph, 
452; Lydia, 172; Seth, 174; Sibyl, 172 

Church, Abigail, 206; Jacob, 203; Lem- 
uel, 428 

Clark, Abner, Esq. 371, 385; Ezra, 448 ; 
Elisha, 207 ; James, 398 

Cole, Abial, 141 

Coffin, Timothy, 379 

Cory, -—, 177 , 

Coues, Samuel E. 425 

Cox, Capt. Arthur, 441 

Cushing, Anna T. 432; Olive, 50 

Cushman, Abial, 436; Eliza, 438; Her- 
cules, Esq. 229; Phebe, 378 


Davids, Abigail, 206 

Davenport, Capt. Richard, 19 

Davis, Elizabeth, 441 

Dawes, Sarah, 465 

Dawson, Lucian A, 479 

Dean, Lewis, 408 ; Prudence K, 442 

Deleno, Rufus, 180 

De Moranville, Lewis, 172 

De Wolf, Hon. James, 185 . 

Derby, Mary, 422 

Dixon, Thomas, 184 

Douglass, Baker, 454; George, 451 ; Lucy, 
453 

Douglas, George, 420 

Downing, , 268 

Dresser, Minerva, 413 

Drew, Allen, 442 

Dunbar, ——, 173 

Durfee, Ruth, 150 

Dyer, Esther, 432 


Eaton, William, 428 
Eckert, Lydia A. 478 
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Eddy, Hannah, §3 

Edwards, William A. 478 

Ellis, Eunice, 447 ; William, 392 
Ensign, William, 416 

Evans, Content, 381; David, Jr. 329. 
Ewens, ——, 406 


Folsom, Rev. N.S. 424 

Ford, Benjamin, 474; Dolly, 472; Loui- 
sa M. 472 

Foster, Lydia, 435 

Fox, Dorothy, 464 

French, Capt. Samuel, 152 ; 
153; John, 52 


Hon, Sam’l, 


Gammons, Sarah E. 476 

Gardner, Hannah E. 465; Samuel, 332, 
333 

Geisinger, Commo. David, 423 

Gilbert, Anna, 432 

Glover, Rebecca C. 174 

Godfrey, John, 213 ; Maj. Richard, 109 

Goodman, Eleazer, 206 

Goodsell, Charlotte, 463 

Gorham, Josiah, 379; Ralph, 16 

Grey, Patrick, 431 


Hafford, Mary, 397 

Hale, Joanna, 464 

Hart, Hannah C. 454 

Hamilton, Ruth, 205 

Harwood, Nathaniel, 446; Harriet J. 469 

Harlow, Joanna, 326; Serg. William, 326 

Harris, Joseph, 419 

Haskell, Roger, 83 

Haskins, Lieut. Gideon, 385 ; Peddie, 447; 
Priscilla, 462; Simeon, 398; Submit, 
428; Lieut. William, 355 

Hall, Joseph, 444 

Hathway, Wilson, 468 

Hathaway, Abigail, 151; Anna, 151; 
Charles, 418 ; Eleazer, 421; James, 168 ; 
Lucy V. 445; Lieut. Melatiah, 114; 
Melatiah, 249, 251; Dr. Nicholas, 252; 
Polly, 386; Sally, 398; Stephen, 147, 
247; Thomas 8. 399 

Hay, Dr. 137 

Heyford, John, 48 

Hinds, Charity, 374 ; Ebenezer, 440 ; Rev. 
Ebenezer, 246, 440; Lieut. John, 246; 
Lieut. Leonard, 246; Salome, 142, 373 

Hoar, Anna, 200 ; Fanny, 403 ; John, 384; 
Lucy, 403; Robert, 50, 148; Samuel, 

9; Rachel, 382; William, 49 

Hobart, Martha, 378 

Holbrook, Isaiah D. 417 

Holloway, Deliverance, 73; Lieut. Isaac, 
395 

Holmes, Mary, 378 

Homer, Benjamin P. 184 

Hoskins, Abigail, 85, 149; Anna, 115; 
Henry, 142; Ensign Henry, 203; Jo- 
seph, 202; Mary, 60; Sarah, 201; Wil- 
liam, 142 

Hough, B. K, 425 
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Howland, Betsey, 400; John, 79; Licht, 
John, 169; Joshua, "411; Mercy, 401; 
Noble, 401; Wealthy, 411 

Hughs, George, 425 


Irish, Joseph, 441 
Ingersoll, Bethiah, 51; Mary, 61 
Ingalls, Arvilla, 479 


Jacobs, Rev. W. 424 

Jenney, William, 376 

Jones, Aurelia E. 468 ; ——, Esq. 226 ; 
Leonora, 226 ; Rebecca, 84, "404 

Josselyn, Calvin, 181 


Kellogg, Joanna, 456 

Keith, ‘Bethiah, 378 ; Mary, 173 
Kinney, Abigail, 412 

King, Caleb Turner, 213 
Kingsbury, John A. 446 
Knights, Abigail, 192 


Lamb, Betsey, 407 2 
Leland, Electa, 412 

Little, Harriet, 467 

Leonard, Rev. David A. 361 

Leach, Susan 8. 442 

Lombard, Phebe, 375 

Low, Frederick G, Jr. 425 

Lucas, Harriet T, 476 

Lyman, Abigail, 415 


. 


Maloney, Mercy M. 477 

Mann, John T. 476 

Mayhew, Moses, 427; Anna P, 428 
Miantinomah, 19 

McNeal, Catharine, 479 

Mickell, Frederick A. 476 

Morton, Nathaniel, 131 

Mosher, Michael, 171 

Merrihew, Phineas, 443 

Morse, Mary, 465 

McFarlin, John, 178; Samuel, 178 
McCumber, Andrew, 453 

Miner, Anna, 418 


Nelson, Dea. Abial, 366 ; Dea. Amos, 157; 
Elizabeth, 235; Thomas, 3638, 364; Lt. 
Thomas, 80, 363 

Newell, Joseph, 41 ; 

Nichols, , 380 

Nye, Desire, 419 ; Joanna, 419 


Rebecca, 90 


Olney, Catharine, 402 
Osgood, Harriet, 440 
Ostrander, Dr. F. W. 423 


Parcell, Joseph, 465 

Paige, David, 379 

Pain, Betty, 159, 402, 
Margaret, 76, 156 

Parris, “Isaac, 383; Isaac, Jr. 397 ; Moses, 
394 ; Sampson, 396 ; Elizabeth, 475 ; 
Charles C. 470 

Parrott, Hon. William W. 193 


408; Job, 403; 
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Partridge, Albert W. 479 
Paul, Jemima, 407 
Payne, Irene I. 439; Julia, 456; Capt. 


Sylvanus 8S. 439 


Patten, Tryphena 8. 447 
Pearce, Abigail, 184 ; Bethia, 182 ; Clara; 


425; David, 91, 183; Elizabeth, 193, 
425; Frances E. 425; George W. 198; 
Catharine, 181, 423; Charles R, 423; 
Harriet, 185; Henry, 192 ; Joseph, 186; 
Joseph, Jr. 188; Mary, 182; Samuel 
Stevens, 426; Capt. Samuel, 198; Sa- 
rah, 184; Simeon, 390 ; Susannah, 189; 
Col, William, 91; William, Jr. 191 


Peirce, Abiah, 199; Abial, 435, 475; 


Abial, Jr. 211; Capt. Abial, 431, 438; 
Abial R. 475; Abby, 477; Albion K, 
475; Abigail, 79, 168, 206, 214, 384, 
390; Abigail L. 422; Abraham, 8, 39, 
50, 90, 153, 397 ; Abraham, Jr. 9; Lt. 
Abraham, 453; Almund T. 474; Al- 
vah B, 471; Amy, 418, 448; An- 
na, 141, 252, 417, 427; Anson, 398; 
Arodie, 161; Alsada; 451; Alice H. 
452; Asanath, 410; Ann, 446; Ann J, 
422; Anna M. 474; Alvin T. 449; 
Benjamin, 451; Benj. F. 471; Betsey, 
178, 212, 380, 401, 421; Branch, 420; 
Caroline, 470; Celinda, 473 ; Celia, 436 ; 
Charles F. 440; Charles T. 450; Rev. 
Charles H. 466 ; Charity, 207 ; Chartley, 
176; Christopher, 90; Christopher, Jr. 
177; Cynthia, 418, 449; Dr. Daniel, 
415; David, 51, 419; David B. 476; 
Ensign David, 150; David R. 452; Da- 
vid 8. 451; Deborah, 180, 379, 387, 476; 
Demis, 465 ; Dordana, 213; Duane, 465; 
Ebenezer, 60; Ensign Ebenezer, 374; 
Ebenezer W. 439; Ebenezer, Esq. 353 ; 
Eber, 416; Eber O. 479; Edmund, 
411; Edmund H. 477; Eliza, 436; 
Eleazer, 389 ; Eliphalet, 162, 409; Eli- 
sha, 76, 153; Capt. Elisha, 4045; Capt. 
Ethan, 403; Ethan E. 454; Elizabeth, 
228; Elkanah, 838, 454; Capt. Eli, 406; 
Dr. Eli, 462; Eli, 412; Eli Warren, 
464; Capt. Elkanah, 400; Ensign Em- 
ory, 466; Enos, 150, 403, 447.; Eunice, 
157, 203, 402, 428; Electa, 464; Elmi- 
ra, 462; Engelica T. 469; Enoch, 444; 
Eunice J. 450; Eunice A. 468; Frank, 
455; Franklin, 472; Freeman, 405; 
Ens. Freeman, 401; Gaylord, 464; 
George, 149, 391, 412; George B. 422; 
Ensign George, 381; Capt. Gideon, 418; 
Gordon, 464; Harriet S. 476; Hannah, 
41, 174, 208, 400, 443 ; Harrison, 474; 
Henry, 375, 442; Henry B. 469; Capt. 
Henry, 142; Henry, Esq. 413 ; Helen, 
423; Hermon, 382, 447, 462, 475; Hil- 
kiah, 89; Hiram, 432; Howland, 447 ; 
Hope, 147, 162, 390, 448 ; Huldah, 405, 
429 ; Isaac, 35, 386, 392, 473 ; Isaac O. 
451; Isaac, Jr. 48; Capt. Isaac, 416; 
42* 
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Ensign Isaac, 73; Isaac 8. 472; Igna- 
tius, 419 ; Lieut. Jacob, 407 ; James, 401,. 
455 ; Capt. James, 157; Jairus, 471; Jes- 
se, 171; Job, 159, 404, 430, 441; Capt. 
Job, 1382; Job, Esq. 447; John, 96, 
417, 445; John T. 451; Jonathan, 161,° 
456 ; Ensign Jonathan, 408 ; Joseph, 50 ; 
Judith, 80, 114, 160, 201, 392; Judith 
S. 473; Julia M. 441; Keziah, 379, 
419; Lafayette, 463 ; Lemuel, 174; Le- 
vi, 163, 382, 445; Major Levi, 263; 
Col. Levi, 414; Levi L. 470; Rev. Lo- 
zien, 468; Lois, 173, 203, 446; Liberty, 
413; Lorenzo M. 470; Lucy, 152, 259, 
382; Lucy B. 446; Luther, 181, 428; 
Lucretia I. 481; Lydia, 48, 169, 178, 180, 
876; Lydia D, 469; Loisa V. 440; Luci- 
us, 455; Mahala, 399; Margaret, 155 ; 
Mary, 145, 202, 374, 371, 399, 436, 441; 
Mary L. 448; Mary A. 453; Mary E. 
475, 477; Mary P. 463; Maria, 478; 
Martha, 379; Matilda, 204; Mercy, 48, 
213, 435 ; Melatiah H. 393; Milton P. 
469; Morency, 478; Nathan, 200, 207, 
435, 475; Nath’l, 482; Nath’1S. 438; 
Oliver A. 448; Oliver, Esq. 385; Orin, 
464; Oren G. 473; Parintha, 467; Pa- 
tience, 158 ; Lt. Peleg, 205; Hon. Peter, 
H. 369; Philip, 173, 452; Philip T. 
421; Philip H. 446; Phebe, 160, 383; 
Polly, 361, 380, 401; Polly A. 471; 
Preserved, 173; Priscilla, 397; Rachel, 
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